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) American Legion Post 477 of St. Nazianz
helped host the oiting on May 13 anid 14 to

- benefit the Honor Flight organization.
In all, 248 golfers attended and donated to
the findraiser. Veterans who served before
May 7, 1975, are flown to the hation’s capital
‘ wseememonumenmmdsxtesmdberecog
nized for their service, - PR
In the last four yeats, &ewemhasrmsed
more than .‘8117 000 for. Dld Gim'y Hanor

Salmell—vaela, described tiking an honor
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“My veteran was Randy Truttschel. Randy
was a Marine helicopter driver. =~ -

*(It) changed his Life (and it) changed my

life. Coslest thing I've ever done.”

Giardians are people who go along on the ~

flights to assist and accompany the veterans.
ie Lodes has been a volunteer-for Old
ry Honor Flight for about 10 vears, and
ﬂ'ns Was her first year helpmg at the local golf

“T've never volunteered for it,” she said.

mewﬂhNWY _

keep Honor Flights in air

“I’veheardalotabomlt I]mowNancywei]

She’s one of our great volunteers,
“My husband has a golf team he’s put to-

gether, and I’m excited to volunteer for it.”
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“The day starts at 3:30 in the moming,” he

“said. “Randy met me at my house, and we
' got home at 1:30 the next moming.

“We flew out of Appleton National Airport
(to) Washington, D.C. The people actually
came out of the restaurants in Washington,

-D.C, andapplmuiedanddweredourveter—

ans. .
“We had 95 veterans on this flight, 47
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For the Troops

American Legion flag bearers (above) open the Tee It U
Golf Course. Below, Dan Holzer takes a shot during the

Golfers

Continued from p. 1
wheelchairs to break a rec-
ord....We had four buses—
red, white, blue and gold, and
different veterans on different
buses for different reasons.”
Typical spots to see include
memorials, national monuments,
or government buildings.
Reinke said his favorite
spot was the Pentagon.
“Randy Truttschel was an
actual pilot at the Pentagon,
. and the helicopter that he flew
out of flew over our head at
the Pentagon.” he said.
Flights also aren’t reserved
for just the U.S., as Lodes
shared her experience with
an international flight. i
“We (once) took 68 World
War II veterans back to Nor-

‘mandy, France, for nine days,”

she said. .
She, too, shared the senti-
ment that Old Glory changes

lives, both hers and those of :

the veterans.

“I’ve seen it again and
again,” she said. “It changes
lives. It changes veterans’
lives. It changed my life as a
volunteer. ..

“I’ve seen a lot of veterans
here that have been on flights
and you can tell it’s made a
difference.”

Truttschel was also present
for both days at Autumn
Ridge, and on the first day
could be heard telling teen-
agers some stories about his
time serving in Vietnam.

During the opening cere-
mony, a letter written by
Truttschel was read aloud re-
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p Fore Troops goif outing at Autumn Ridge
outing. —Joumal Photos by Jacob Puestow

garding his feelings on about

the honor flight organization.

“To the staff of Old Glory
Honor Flight, I would like to
take the opportunity to thank
you for being able to go on
Mission 79,” read the letter.
“I'm proud to take part in
such an event.

“It definitely made a dift
ference in the way I feel. [
have a feeling of (being pos-
itive now). I feel like my serv-
ice in Vietnam was not a dis-
grace. You helped this veteran
come home again.

“Thank you so much, and I
give all of you a Marine Corps
salute with a job well done.”

Reinke said American Le-
gion Post 477 had a fundrais-
ing goal but did not wish to
share that figure yet.

He said the organization
will be expecting the check
to be handed over to it in
mid-June.

“Thank you to the volun-
teers,” he said. “Thank you
to the sponsors. Thank you
to the media. Thank you to
the veterans.”



