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Paying for Al training with funds you already have.

Boards approve the budget, so the first question about Al training is often how the district will pay
for it. Many Arkansas districts can use training dollars they already receive, without asking
taxpayers for anything new.

FEDERAL FEDERAL STATE AND LOCAL
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professional development for effective use of technology, and Arkansas educators complete
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many districts can plan for it here. hours your staff already need.

In July 2025, the U.S. Department of Education issued guidance encouraging schools to use federal
funds for responsible, educator-led uses of Al. Your district may already hold training dollars that it has
not yet spent this year.

Your superintendent asks the district's federal programs coordinator which training funds remain available for this
school year.

The coordinator confirms that Al training fits the district's federal programs plan and follows the rules, including
the rule that federal funds add to, and do not replace, local spending.

The business manager adds the cost and the funding source to the agenda item, so the board can approve the
plan and the budget in one vote.

The district keeps attendance records and the Annual Al Report to the Board, which document how the funds
served staff and students.

Every program has its own rules, so your federal programs coordinator and your business manager
make the final call on which funds the district uses.
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