EN EL TRIBUNAL DE CIRCUITO NUMERO CUATRO DEL CONDADO DE

KNOX, TENNESSEE
Candelaria Andrés Francisco,
Peticionaria.
No. 165651
V.

Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo
Demando.
Filed: 2026 Jul 15 10:45AM

Alisson Loreny Diego Andrés
F. de Nac.: 20 de marzo de 2014
Menor de Edad
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PETICION JURADA PARA EL NOMBRAMIENTO DE UN TUTOR

Candelaria Andrés Francisco (en adelante, la “Peticionaria”), por conducto de su
abogado y de conformidad con la Seccion 34-2-101 y siguentes de Cédigo Anotado de
Tennessee (Tennessee Code Annotated) solicita respetuosamente a este Tribunal que
emita una Orden nombrandola como tutora de Alisson Loreny Diego Andrés (en
adelante, la “Menor”). En caso que este Tribunal otorgue la tutela solicitada para proteger
la salud y seguridad de la Menor, dicha Orden también se utlizara con el fin secundario
de solicitar ante el Servicio de Ciudadania e Inmigracion de los Estados Unidos (USCIS)
que se la conceda a la Menor el estatus de Inmigrante Especial Juvenil (Special Immigrant

Juvenile), segtn se define en la Seccién 1101(a)(27)(J) del Titulo 8 del Cédigo de los



Estados Unidos (8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)). En apoyo de esta Peticion, la Peticionaria

expone y manifesta lo siguente:

1.

SJ'I

LAS PARTES

La Menor nacié el 30 de marzo de 2014, en Huehuetenango, Guatemala. A la fecha
de le presente Peticién, la Menor tiene 12 afios de edad y no estd casada. Su
domilicilio y direccién postal actuales son 7204 Larkspur Lane, Lot 148, Powell,
TN 37849.

La Peticionaria, madre biolégica de la Menor, nacié el 20 de agosto de 1989, en
Huehuetenango, Guatemala. A la fecha de la presente Peticién, la Peticionaria
tiene 36 afios de edad. Su domilicilio y direccion postal actuales son 7204 Larkspur
Lane, Lot 148, Powell, TN 37849. La Peticionaria el la tutora propuesta para los

efectors de la presente Peticion.

COMPETENCIA Y SEDE

Este Tribunal tiene competencia jurisdiccional de conformidad con las Secciones
16-10-101 y 34-2-101 del Coédigo Anotado de Tennessee (Tennessee Code
Annotated).

La sede es competente en este Tribunal de conformidad con la Seccién 34-2-101 del
Cédigo Anotado de Tennessee.

La Peticionaria, como persona con conocimiento de las circunstancias que hacen
necesario el nombramiento de un tutor, tiene legitimacion para obrar y presenter
la presente Peticién de conformidad con la Seccion 34-2-102 del Cédigo Anotado

de Tennessee.



10.

11.

12.

HECHOS PERTINENTES

La Menor, Alisson, naci6 en Huehuetenango, Guatemala, el 30 de marzo de 2014.
El certificado de Nacimiento de la Menor incluye los nombres de ambos padres
biol6gicos, Candelaria Andrés Francisco y Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo. Se
adjunta como Anexo A una copia fiel y exacta del certificado de nacimiendo de la
Menor, junto con su traduccién debidamente certificada.

Después de Nacimiento, la Menor residi6 con ambos padres biologicos en
Huehuetenango, Guatemala.

En 2014, aproximadamente dos meses después del nacimiento de la Menor, el
padre bioldgico de la Menor, Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo, ordené que la
Peticionaria y la Menor vivieran con la madre de la Peticionaria, abandonando asi
a la Peticionaria y a la Menor. Desde esa fecha, la Peticionaria y su familia
inmediata han sido los tnicos cuidadores de la Menor.

La Peticionaria migré a los Estados Unidos en septiembre de 2016, con la Menor
Alisson, en busca de mejores oportunidades.

Guatemala es un pais que presenta numerosas denuncias por violaciones a los
derechos humanos, encarcelamientos y ejecuciones arbitrarias, castigos crueles y
tortuosos, y corrupcién gubernamental. Véase US. Dep't of State, Bureau of
Democracy, H.R. and Lab., Guatemala 2022 Human Rights Report (2022).

En Guatemala, la Menor corre un mayor riesgo de ser victima de un delito
violento. La Peticionaria teme que la Menor sea secuestrada por pandillas y

retenido con fines de rescate.



13. Ademas, la Menor no tiene un cuidador dispuesto y capaz en Guatemala.

14. La Peticionaria y la Menor cruzaron la frontera entre México y Estados Unidos en
septiembre 2016. La Peticionara y la Menor residieron en Florida por
aproximdamente tres afios antes de trasladarse a Tennessee, donde han residido
desde entonces.

15. La Menor no ha tenido ningtin contacto con su padre biolégico desde el afio 2014.

16. La Menor ha residido con la Peticionaria desde que ingresaron a los Estados
Unidos. La Peticionaria ha matriculado a la Menor en la escuela y ha velado
porque asista a clases de manera adecuada. La Menor se ha adaptado bien a la
vida en Estados Unidos.

17. La Menor actualmente asiste a la escuela Powell Middle School.

18. Si es devuelta a Guatemala, la Menor la podria ser blanco de pandillas debido a
que se sabe que tiene familiares en los Estados Unidos, lo cual hace que las
pandillas crean que los familiares podrian pagar un rescate en caso de secuestro.
Ademiés, la educacion no es de facil acceso debido a la falta de transporte publico,
lo que significa que la Menor debe caminar kilémetros por terrenos dificiles para
asistir a la escuela.

FUNDAMENTO LEGAL

19. El Congreso cre6 la clasificacion de Inmigrante Especial Juvenil (Special Immigrant
Juvenile) para brindar alivio migratorio a los nifios indocumentados que han
sufrido maltrato, negligencia o abandono. Véase In re Domingo C.L., No. M2016-

02383-COA-R3-JV, 2017 WL 3769419, en *2 (Tenn. Ct. App. 30 de agosto de 2017)



20.

21.

22,

23.

Para que un menor obtenga la clasificacion de Inmigrante Especial Juvenil, un
tribunal estatal debe emitir determinaciones facticas sobre el maltrato, la
negligencia o el abandono del menor; la viabilidad de la reunificacién del menor
con los familiares en su pais de origen; y el interés superior del menor. Idem, en *3.
Estas determinaciones facticas se realizan con frecuencia a través de
procedimientos de tutela. [dem.

La ley de tutela de Tennessee establece:

Sujeto a la determinacion del tribunal sobre lo que constituye el interés
superior del menor, el tribunal considerara a las siguientes personas en el
orden de prelacion que se indica para el nombramiento del tutor:

(1) El padre or la madre del menor;

(2) La personas or personas designadas por el padre o la madre en
un testament u otro documento escrito;

(3) Los hermanos mayores de edad del menor;
(4) Los parientes més cercanos del menor; y
(5) Cualquier otra persona.

Tenn. Code Ann. § 34-2-103.

El papel principal del tribunal en un procedimiento de tutela es determinar qué es
lo que conviene al interés superior del menor. In re Danely C., No. M2016-02054-
COA-R3-JV, 2017 WL 5901022, en *6 (Tenn. Ct. App. 29 de noviembre de 2017).
"No es funcién del tribunal considerar el propésito o la motivacién del menor
solicitante o de un padre, cuestiones de politica migratoria, ni si el menor es un
‘candidato digno' para la clasificacién de [Inmigrante Especial Juvenil]." Idem, en

*7.



24.

25.

26.

LA PETICION

En consideracion de los hechos expuestos anteriormente, y con el fin secundario
de solicitar la clasificacion de Inmigrante Especial Juvenil de conformidad con la
Seccion 1101(a)(27)(J) del Titulo 8 del Cédigo de los Estados Unidos (8 U.5.C. §
1101(a)(27)(])) ante el Servicio de Ciudadania e Inmigracién de los Estados Unidos
(U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services), es necesario que se nombre un tutor para
la Menor. Este Tribunal califica como "tribunal de menores" (juvenile court) segan
se define dicho término en la Seccién 204.11(a) del Titulo 8 del Cédigo de
Regulaciones Federales (8 C.F.R. § 204.11(a)).

La Peticionaria es la madre biolégica de la Menor y es la tutora propuesta para los
efectos de la presente Peticion.

Los nombres, relaciones y direcciones de los parientes més cercanos de la Menor
son los siguientes: (1) la Peticionaria, Candelaria Andrés Francisco, madre
biolégica de la Menor, quien actualmente reside en Powell, Tennessee; (2) Diego
Baldemar Diego Mateo, padre biolégico de la Menor, actualmente reside en un
paradero desconocido; (3) Jacinto Pedro Francisco, el tio materno de la Menor,
quien actualmente reside en Powell, Tennessee; y (4) Micaela Andres Francisco, la

tia materna de la Menor, quien actualmente reside en Knoxville, Tennessee.

27. La Menor es soltera y no posee bienes inmuebles ni muebles.

28.

La Menor carece de un cuidador dispuesto y capaz en Guatemala. Ademas, las

condiciones peligrosas y la alta tasa de delitos violentos en Guatemala harian que



resulte peligroso para la Menor vivir alli. Por lo tanto, no es en el interés superior

de la Menor regresar a Guatemala.

29. La Menor vive en un hogar amoroso y estable en los Estados Unidos y mantiene

una buena relacion con la Peticionaria. En los Estados Unidos, la Menor tiene
acceso a una mejor educacion, atencién médica y oportunidades. Por lo tanto, es

en el interés superior de la Menor permanecer en los Estados Unidos.

30. La Peticionaria solicita que en la Orden de Nombramiento del Tribunal se incluyan

31.

las siguientes areas de proteccién y asistencia: (1) todos los asuntos relacionados
con el tratamiento médico de la Menor; (2) todos los asuntos relacionados con la
educacién de la Menor; y (3) todos los asuntos relacionados con la vivienda,
cuidado y custodia de la Menor.

La Peticionaria solicita ademéds que el Tribunal realice las siguientes
determinaciones y las incluya en la Orden de Nombramiento: (1) que la Menor
esta legalmente colocada por este Tribunal con la Peticionaria, en su calidad de
tutora, de conformidad con la Seccién 34-1-101 y siguientes del Cédigo Anotado
de Tennessee (Tenn. Code Ann. § 34-1-101 et seq.); (2) que la reunificacién de la
Menor con su padre biolégico no es viable en virtud del abandono por parte de
éste, segun se define en la Seccién 36-1-102(1)(A)(i) del Cédigo Anotado de
Tennessee (Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-102(1)(A)(i)*); y (3) que no es en el interés
superior de la Menor ser devuelta al pais de nacionalidad y residencia anterior de

sus padres, Guatemala.

32. Se adjunta a la presente Peticion un proyecto de Orden como Anexo B.



POR TANTO, en consideracién a lo expuesto anteriormente, la Peticionaria
respetuosamente solicita:

(a) Que se libren los oficios necesarios respect de la Menor;

(b) Que este Tribunal fije fecha y hora para la audencia de la presente Peticion;

(c) Que este Tribunal concede la Peticién y nombre a la Peticionaria como tutora
de la Menor, con las facultades y atribuciones que este Tribunal considere
apropiadas; y

(d) Que este Tribunal concede cualquier otra medida a la que la Peticionaria tenga -

derecho.



DECLARACION JURADA

Yo, Candelaria Andrés Francisco, debidamente juramentada conforme a la ley,
declare que la presente Peticion Jurada me fue traducida al espafiol, y que, segtin mi leal
saber y entender, todas las declaraciones y alegatos facticos contenidos en la Peticion son
verdaderos y correctos.

Candelaria Andrés Francisco

Suscrito, jurado y reconocido ante mi el dia de de 2026.

Notario Piblico

Mi comisién vence el




Respetuosamente presentado,

Michael Shao, BPR #040622
Abogado Director

Catholic Charities of East Tennessee
Oficina de Servicios de Inmigracién
119 Dameron Ave

Knoxville, Tennessee 37917
Teléfono: 865-770-5734
mshao@ccetn.org

Abogado de la Peticionaria




IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE
2026 JUL 15 fuil0: b3

Candelaria Andrés Francisco spors £ wa. cmon
Petitioner FOURTH Ci). .U/IT COURT
-. CHERK v V09 bLS)

V. )

)
Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo )
Respondent, )

)
Alisson Loreny Diego Andrés )
DOB: 03/30/2014 )
Minor Child )

SWORN PETITION FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN

Candelaria Andrés Francisco (the “Petitioner”), by and through counsel and
pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated section 34-2-101 ef seq., petitions this Court for an
Order appointing her as the guardian of Alisson Loreny Diego Andrés (the “Minor”). If
this Court grants the requested guardianship to protect the health and safety of the
Minor, the Order will also be used for the secondary purpose of petitioning U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services to grant the Minor Special Immigrant Juvenile
status, as defined in 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(]). In support of this Petition, the Petitioner
states as follows:

THE PARTIES

1. The Minor was born on March 30, 2014, in Huehuetenango, Guatemala. As of the

date of this Petition, the Minor is 12 years old and is not married. The Minor’s



current residential and mailing address is 7204 Larkspur Lane, Lot 148, Powell,
TN 37849.

. The Petitioner, the Minor’'s mother, was born on August 20, 1989, in
Huehuetenango, Guatemala. As of the date of this Petition, the Petitioner is 36
years old. The Petitioner’s current residential and mailing address is 7204
Larkspur Lane, Lot 148, Powell, TN 37849. The Petitioner is the proposed guardian

for purposes of this Petition.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated sections 16-10-
101 and 34-2-101.

. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated section 34-
2-101.

. The Petitioner, as a person with knowledge of the circumstances necessitating the
appointment of a guardian, has standing to bring this Petition pursuant to

Tennessee Code Annotated section 34-2-102.

FACTS

. The Minor Alisson was born in Huehuetenango, Guatemala, on March 30, 2014.

. The Minor’s birth certificates include the names of both the Minor’s biological
parents, Candelaria Andrés Francisco and Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo. A true
and exact copy of the Minor’s birth certificate, along with a verified translation, is

attached as Exhibit A.



8. Following the Minor’s birth, she resided with both her biological parents in
Huehuetenango, Guatemala.

9. In 2014, approximately two months after the Minor’s birth, the Minors” biological
father, Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo, ordered the Petitioner and the Minor to live
with the Petitioner’s mother, abandoning the Petitioner and the Minors. The
Minors have not had any contact or received any financial support from their
biological father since then.

10. The Petitioner migrated to the United States in September 2016, with the Minor
Alisson in search of better opportunities.

11. Guatemala is a country that has numerous complaints of human rights issues,
arbitrary imprisonment and killings, cruel and tortuous punishments, and
government corruption. See U.S. Dep't of State, Bureau of Democracy, H.R. and
Lab., Guatemala 2022 Human Rights Report (2022).

12. In Guatemala, the Minor would be at risk of being a victim of violent crime. The
Petitioner is worried that the Minor would be kidnapped by gangs and held for
ransom.

13. Moreover, the Minor does not have a willing and able caretaker in Guatemala.

14. The Minor and Petitioner crossed the Mexican-American border in September
2016. They resided in Florida for approximately 3 years before relocating to
Tennessee, where they have resided since.

15. The Minor has not had any contact with her biological father since 2014.



16. The Minor has resided with her mother, the Petitioner, since coming to the United
States. The Petitioner has enrolled the Minor in school and ensured she attended
classes appropriately. The Minor has adjusted very well to life in the United States.

17. The Minor attends Powell Middle School.

18. If returned to Guatemala, the Minor could be targeted by gangs because it is
known she has family in the United States, which makes the gangs believe that
they could afford to pay a ransom in the event of kidnapping. Moreover, education
is not readily available because there is a lack of public transportation, which

means the Minor must walk miles over difficult terrain to attend school.

RELEVANT LAW

19. Congress created the Special Immigrant Juvenile classification to provide
immigration relief to undocumented children who have suffered abuse, neglect,
or abandonment. See In re Domingo C.L., No. M2016-02383-COA-R3-]V, 2017 WL
3769419, at *2 (Tenn. Ct. App. Aug. 30, 2017).

20. For a minor to obtain the Special Immigrant Juvenile classification, a state court
must make factual findings about the abuse, neglect, or abandonment of the
minor; the viability of the minor’s reunification with family members in his
country of origin; and the best interests of the minor. Id. at *3.

21. These factual findings are often made through guardianship proceedings. Id.

22. The Tennessee guardianship statute provides:



Subject to the court’s determination of what is in the best interests of the
minor, the court shall consider the following persons in the order listed for
appointment of the guardian:

(1) The parent or parents of the minor;

(2) The person or persons designated by the parent or parents in a

will or other written document;

(3) Adult siblings of the minor;

(4) Closest relative or relatives of the minor; and

(5) Other person or persons.

Tenn. Code Ann. § 34-2-103.

23. The primary role of the court in a guardianship proceeding is to determine what
is in the best interests of the minor. In re Danely C., No. M2016-02054-COA-R3-]V,
2017 WL 5901022, at *6 (Tenn. Ct. App. Nov. 29, 2017). “[I]t is not the role of [the]
court to consider the purpose or motivation of the minor applicant or a parent,
matters of immigration policy, or whether the minor is a ‘worthy candidate’ for

[Special Immigrant Juvenile] status.” Id. at *7.

THE PETITION

24. In consideration of the facts set forth above, and for the secondary purpose of
requesting Special Immigrant Juvenile status pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)
with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, the Minor needs to be appointed
a guardian. This Court qualifies as a “juvenile court” as that term is defined in 8
C.F.R. § 204.11(a).

25. The Petitioner is the Minor’s mother and is the proposed guardian for purposes of

this Petition.



26. The names, relationships, and addresses of the Minors’ closest relatives are as
follows: (1) the Petitioner, Candelaria Andrés Francisco, the Minor’s biological
mother, currently residing in Powell, Tennessee; (2) Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo,
the Minor’s biological father, currently residing in an unknown location in
Guatemala; (3) Jacinto Pedro Francisco, the Minor’s maternal uncle, currently
residing in Powell, Tennessee; and (4) Micaela Andres Francisco, the Minor’s
maternal aunt, currently residing in Knoxville, Tennessee.

27. The Minor is unmarried and does not own any real or personal property.

28. The Minor lacks a willing and able caregiver in Guatemala. Moreover, the
dangerous conditions and high rate of violent crime in Guatemala would make it
dangerous for the Minor to live there. As a result, it is not in the Minor’s best
interest to return to Guatemala.

29. The Minor lives in a loving and stable home in the United States where she has a
good relationship with the Petitioner. Moreover, in the United States, the Minor
has access to better education, healthcare, and opportunities. As a result, it is in
the Minor’s best interest to remain in the United States.

30. The Petitioner requests the following areas of protection and assistance be
included in the Court’s Order of Appointment: (1) all matters associated with the
medical treatment of the Minor; (2) all matters associated with the education of the
Minor; and (3) all matters associated with the housing, care, and custody of the

Minor.



31. The Petitioner further requests that the following findings be made by the Court
and included in the Court’s Order of Appointment: (1) that the Minor is legally
placed by this Court with the Petitioner, as guardian, pursuant to Tennessee Code
Annotated section 34-1-101 et seq.; (2) that reunification of the Minor with her
biological father is not viable by virtue of abandonment of the Minor, as defined
under Tennessee Code Annotated section 36-1-102(1)(A)(i); and (3) that it is not in
the Minor’s best interest to be returned to her parents’ previous country of
nationality and residence, Guatemala.

32. A proposed order is attached to this Petition as Exhibit B.

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, the Petitioner respectfully requests:
(a) That process issue as necessary upon the Minor;
(b) That this Court set a date and time for the hearing of this Petition;
(c) That this Court granf the Petition and appoint the Petitioner as the guardian of
the Minor with such power and authority as this Court deems appropriate; and

(d) That this Court grant any other relief to which the Petitioner may be entitled.



VERIFICATION

I, Candelaria Andrés Francisco, after being duly sworn in accordance with law,
state that the foregoing Sworn Petition was translated to me in Spanish, and that to the
best of my knowledge, all statements and factual allegations in the Petition are true and

WAL D

Candelaria Andrés Francisco

correct.

Subscribed, sworn to, and acknowledged before me this [ +h dayof _J\. ) : g , 2046
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Respectfully submitted,

Micéaeé Shao, BPR #040622

Managing Attorney

Catholic Charities of East Tennessee
Office of Immigration Services

119 Dameron Ave

Knoxville, Tennessee 37917
Telephone: 865-770-5734
mshao@ccetn.org

Attorney for the Petitioner



Exhibit A



BIRTH CERTIFICATE TRANSLATION

GUATEMALA
Name: ALISSON LORENY DIEGO ANDRES Sex: FEMALE
(First) (Middle) (Paternal/Maternal)
Date of Birth: MARCH 30 2014
(Month) (Day) (Year)
Place of Birth: HUEHUETENANGO BARILLAS GUATEMALA
(Place) (Municipality) (State) (Country)

Father’s Name: DIEGO BALDEMAR DIEGO MATEO

Mother’s Name (Maiden): CANDELARIA ANDRES FRANCISCO
Date Birth was Registered: APRIL 23, 2014

Date Certificate was issued: OCTOBER 19, 2024

Place Issued: HUEHUETENANGO

Custodian of Record:

Certified Copy: Yes

CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER:

I, ZAIRA ANAY HERAPPE, swear that [ am fluent in the Spanish and English languages: 1 am competent to
translate from English to Spanish and from Spanish to English; I hereby certify that this translation is true, accurate
and complete to the best of my knowledge ability and belief.

FAtRAANAY HERAPPE

Catholic Charities of East TN
Office of Immigrant Services
3227 Division Street
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
865-971-3550
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Correlativo: E0662919519102023 VERIFICADOR: 4C4FASB8BC2FE
Registro Civil de las Personas ol
Certificado de Nacimiento
El Infrascrito Registrador Civil de las Personas del Registro Nacional de las Personas del Municipio de
Guatemala, Departamento de Guatemala,
CERTIFICA

que con fecha veintitrés de abril de dos mil catorce, en el Registro Civil del Municipio de BARILLAS,
Departamento de HUEHUETENANGO, quedd inscrito el Nacimiento de:

- Alisson Loreny , Diego Andrés -

FOtO g = ﬂa Datos del IHEote Nombres y Apellidos del Inscrito
’ 2976547481326
no Documento de Identificadian
disponible | Treinta de marzo de dos mil catorce
Fecha de Nacimiento
GUATEMALA, HUEHUETENANGO, BARILLAS
Lugar de Nacimiento
Femenino
Sexo
Datos de la Madre
2209901311326
Documento de Identificacién

- Candelaria , Andrés Francisco -

Nombres y Apellidos de la Madre
Veinte de agosto de mil novecientos

ochenta y nueve

Fecha de Nacimiento
GUATEMALA, HUEHUETENANGO, BARILLAS

Lugar de Origen

pagina 1 de 2



Exhibit B



IN THE FOURTH CIRCUIT COURT FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

JUL15'26 10:45

Candelaria Andrés Francisco
Petitioner

w 1LOLS|

V.

Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo
Respondent,

Alisson Loreny Diego Andrés
DOB: 03/30,/2014
Minor Child

e e N e S N S S s e s

ORDER OF APPOINTMENT

This matter came to be heard on the Sworn Petition filed by Candelaria Andrés
Francisco (the “Petitioner”) for the appointment of a guardian for Alisson Loreny Diego
Andrés (the “Minor”). The Petitioner has requested that this Court enter an Order
appointing the Petitioner as the guardian of the Minor. Based upon the statements of
counsel, the pleadings filed in this case, and the record as a whole, the Court finds that
the Petition is well-taken and should be granted.

In granting the petition, this Court makes the following findings:

(1) pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated section 34-1-101 et seq., this Court is
authorized to make judicial determinations about the custody and care of

juveniles;



(2) the Minor was born in Guatemala on March 30, 2014, and currently resides with
the Petitioner in Powell, Tennessee;

(3) the Minor’s biological father is Diego Baldemar Diego Mateo, who currently
resides in Guatemala;

(4) the Minor’s biological mother is Candelaria Andrés Francisco, who currently
resides in Powell, Tennessee;

(5) the Minor is currently unmarried and does not own any real or personal property;

(6) reunification of the Minor with her biological father is not viable because of the
father’s abandonment of the Minor, as defined under Tennessee Code Annotated
section 36-1-102(1)(A)(i), and as evidenced by the following;:

(a) the Minor’s biological father abandoned the Minor when she was two
months old, and

(b) the Minor has not had any contact with her biological father and has not
received any financial support from her biological father since 2014;

(7) it is not in the Minor’s best interest to be returned to her parents’ country of origin,
Guatemala, because she lacks a willing and capable caregiver there, and because
of the high rate of violent crime—including kidnapping and being held for
ransom;

(8) it is in the Minor’s best interest to remain in the United States; and



(9) it is in the Minor’s best interest for the Petitioner to be appointed as her guardian

pursuant to this Court’s authority under Tennessee Code Annotated section 34-1-

101 et seq.

Accordingly, by this Order, this Court legally commits to and places the Minor
under the custody of the Petitioner, an individual who is appointed as the Minor’s
guardian for the following areas of protection and assistance: (1) all matters associated
with the medical treatment of the Minor; (2) all matters associated with the education of
the Minor; and (3) all matters associated with the housing, care, and custody of the Minor.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Sworn Petition be GRANTED and that
the Petitioner be appointed as the guardian of the Minor. The costs of this matter are
taxed to the Petitioner, in care of her undersigned counsel, for which execution may issue

if necessary.

Entered this day of , 20

Hon. Gregory S. McMillan

APPROVED FOR ENTRY:

S
Michaet Shao, BPR #040622
Staff Attorney
Catholic Charities of East Tennessee
Office of Immigration Services
119 Dameron Ave
Knoxville, Tennessee 37917
Telephone: 865-770-5734
mshao@ccetn.org -
Attorney for the Petitioner
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