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The greatest is he that can save his soul

August 30th, 2026

This Sunday:
15th Sunday of Pentecost

The readings for this week:
Mic 7:7-9, 18-20 

1 Thes 1:1-10 
Lk 7:36-50 

Mass is every Sunday 10:30 AM
Confession available before and after Mass
Mass Intentions: Available 
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Reflection

This week reflection on St. Paul’s Teaching on the Bishops.

Last, there are bishops, like the high priests of the Old Testament. Paul writes to
Timothy and Titus as bishops, and because of this his letters to them are called
Pastoral Letters. Being a bishop means having the “fullness of priestly and
apostolic authority to ordain others, as well (1 Tim 5:22)”. Because of their
authority, the qualifications of bishops are important to consider. Not all bishops
are actually as holy as they should be, but they are called by God and accountable
to Him to fulfill their call and be holy at the head of the Church. Saint Paul writes
about the qualifications of bishops: “If anyone aspires to the office of bishop, he
desires a noble task. Now a bishop must be above reproach, the husband of one
wife, temperate, sensible, dignified, hospitable, an apt teacher, no drunkard, not
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, and no lover of money.” (1 Tim 3:1-3) 

These requirements are also for priests, who today in the Eastern churches can be
married, but in the Western church this has not been allowed since the tenth
century and monasticism. Eastern monks are also celibate, not married, but the
tradition of the Eastern churches from the apostles is to allow priests, but not
bishops, to be married. This shows how there is a development in the early
Church and to today. Marriage and Holy Orders are two separate states, and Saint
Paul sees this, for example in 1 Corinthians 5-7. Holy Orders makes a man into a
spiritual father through a special gift to be united to Christ and guide the Church.
So, it is necessary for the bishops to not be married, but fully dedicated to God,
and from among the monks as well. 

Special to the bishops is the power to ordain other ministers, deacons, priests and
even bishops. Saint Paul says this when he writes to Titus, “appoint presbyters in
every town” (Tit 1:5, translation Dr. John Bergsma). Titus has been given the
authority to appoint priests. This shows an example of apostolic succession, from
Paul to Titus, through the ordaining of these priests. This shows that Titus has
been made a bishop.  

Dr. Bergsma makes an important comment about being careful to ordain the right
men to become priests. This is what Paul warns Timothy: “Do not be hasty in the
laying on of hands, nor participate in another man’s sins; keep yourself pure” (1
Tim 5:22). Dr. Bergsma comments, “Here Paul says that it is important to be
careful about who is ordained, and not to ordain an unworthy man”. 



Reflection

There is a story about Pope Leo the Great, that at the end of his life, he was
repenting for all his sins at the tomb of St. Peter, asking for God’s mercy. After a
little while, an angel appeared to him to tell him that his sins are forgiven. Only,
there was one sin that was not forgiven, he had to do more penance and ask for
mercy. This was the sin of ordaining men to the priesthood and episcopacy who
were unworthy. This story shows how important choosing and ordaining the right
men to fulfill the ministry of priesthood is to God. 

Conclusion 
Deacons, priests and bishops are different degrees of Holy Orders. This shows
through Paul, but not everywhere the difference between priests and bishops
shows. Bishops like Titus and Timothy can ordain presbyters to take care of the
individual churches. Priests share the ministry, and like the bishops, direct
people, teach and sanctify the people. 

There are five qualities that Paul says priests should have: pure behavior, being an
example as a good family man, having an upright character, charity in hospitality,
and a good understanding of the gospel with the true teaching of Christ,
“instruction in sound doctrine and also able to confute those who contradict it”
(Tit 1:9). Bishops need to be able to be faithful and to teach others in the faith.
Priests are teachers, but bishops are teachers of teachers, who appoint fathers
and teachers to lead others in Christian faith. 

These qualities are necessary for deacons, and even more especially for priests
and bishops, because they are called to a holy responsibility. This is from the
grace of God and His call. The qualifications have to be present for a man to be
ordained worthily, but God’s mercy shows even through sinful priests who can
still forgive sins and celebrate the Eucharist, giving people the Body and Blood of
Christ. 



Mass & Event Schedule 2026



Saint Naamtallah Prayer



Upcoming Events

Pope Leo loves the Eastern rite churches, and how esteems the Liturgy.
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/05/14/250514a.html

The twelve mortal sins by Pope Leo:
https://youtu.be/lRGP3F_e28c?si=XePlrqh4rD7DE34P

Petition Link: https://chng.it/njbTTJ8Mch

https://youtu.be/lRGP3F_e28c?si=XePlrqh4rD7DE34P
https://chng.it/njbTTJ8Mch
https://youtu.be/y8oJB5epIw8


Vocation

A Light To Our Maronite Church
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are a congregation of consecrated
religious serving the Church in the parish as spiritual mothers in imitation of

Mary, radiating the Light of Christ in their life of contemplative prayer,
asceticism, and apostolic mission to children, youth, young adults, families, the

sick, dying, and grieving… We serve alongside the priest in pastoral ministry
reaching out with a maternal touch to the many needs of the parish family.

"I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be done to me according to Your word."
Luke 1:38

https://www.maroniteservants.org/#:~:text=A%20Light%20To,Luke%201:38
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