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Outline
• Summary of 2025 Forecast: Pink and Sockeye

• 2026 SK Run Size Forecast

• Highlights for 2026: Stocks of interest

• Key messages
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How to Interpret 

Forecast Tables
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2025 Pink Forecast Summary
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• We had very high forecasts regardless of the model → Models are 
fit with a fry to adult relationship and fry abundance in 2024 was 
the highest on record

Rank 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

Power (fry)-SSS 1
14,425,000 21,695,000 32,370,000 48,543,000 75,328,000

Power(fry) 3 12,585,000 17,738,000 26,965,000 39,168,000 57,854,000

MRJ 3 19,729,000 26,689,000 37,337,000 52,233,000 70,660,000



2025 Forecast Summary
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2025 Forecast Summary
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Area Pre-season Forecast Run Size Estimate
Return Relative to 

Forecast

Date of Last 

Update
A

la
sk

a

Bristol Bay 54.1 Million 59.4 Million +9.8% July 24

B
ri

ti
sh

 C
o

lu
m

b
ia

Nass River

(TRTC)
476,000 355,000 -25% August 31

Skeena River 2.7 Million 1.7 Million -38% Sept 20

Barkley Sound 500,000 – 700,000 675,650 - July 31

Fraser River 2.9 Million 9.1 Million * +214% Nov 24*

W
as

h
in

gt
o

n Baker Lake 60,200 90,000 +50% Sept 10

Lake Washington 35,400 - Sept 9

Columbia River 350,000 167,500 -53% Sept 21



2025 Forecast Summary – Stock Specific 

Performance
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Fraser Sockeye 

Returns and 

Productivity

• See the return of 
productivity to ~ 
average

• Trends in abundance 
and productivity have 
been more variable for 
this cycle line
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Environmental 

Conditions

• Environmental conditions 
included in models are 
incorporated during the early 
marine phase of their life 
cycle.

• Environmental signals are 
mixed.
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
VARIABLE

CONDITION RELATIVE TO 
AVERAGE

POSITIVE OR 
NEGATIVE FOR 

FRASER SALMON

Nearshore Sea 
Surface Temperature

Slightly above average Negative

Pacific Decadal 
Oscillation (PDO)

Well below average Positive

Fraser River 
Discharge Mean

Lowest on record Negative

Fraser River 
Discharge Peak

Lowest on record Negative



2026 Fraser Sockeye Forecast Primer

• Unusual forecast for a dominant cycle line for the following reasons:

• 1) The Summer MU is expected to be nearly double the Late MU

• 2) Early Summer abundances are projected to be dominated by Nadina and not Early 
Shuswap stocks

• 3) The Late Shuswap forecast is lower than the individual forecasts for Chilko and 
Quesnel
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2026 Fraser 

Sockeye 

Forecast Table
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• Total Sockeye: 7.74M 

[1.95M, 30.6 M]
• Early Stuart: 63K 

[17K, 228K]

• Early Summer: 1.16M 

[54K, 820K]

• Summer: 4.31M 

[1.26M, 16.48M] 

• Late: 2.21M

[354K, 10.69M]



Highlights for 

2026: Shuswap

• Scotch/Seymour: 2022 returns for Scotch were 
close to the forecast but Seymour was 70% 
below forecast

• Late Shuswap: 2022 dominant cycle line was 
57% below p50 forecast and 2022 was the 
lowest escapement on record for the dominant 
cycle line

• Environmental considerations: 

• Prolonged summer and drought in 2022 
followed by an early freeze in November

• Lake survey data from the Lakes Group 
(Selbie, Pon and Lidin) showed that fry 
densities were substantially lower than on 
previous dominant cycle lines and that 
growth rates were lower than other years
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Highlights for 2026: Quesnel

• 2022 return was ~ as 
expected and came in 
7% below the median

• This is the current 
dominant cycle line for 
Quesnel after it switched 
in 2009/2010
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Highlights for 2026: Chilko

• 2022 return was ~ as expected and 
came in 5% above the median 
forecast

• Although this has been the most 
abundant cycle line historically, 
that seems to have switched in 
2021

• Very little variability among top 
model forecasts for Chilko in 2022
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Highlights for 2026: Nadina

• 2022 was the highest return and escapement for 
Nadina on record and came back 40% higher than 
forecast

• High prespawn mortality event on the early part of the 
run due to high water temperatures (21 degrees) and a 
large “ich” outbreak

• Channel capacity is 30,000-40,000
15



• The Summer MU is projected to be nearly double the Late MU on the dominant 
cycle line.  Chilko and Quesnel are individually forecasted to be larger than the 
Late Shuswap at the median forecast.

• The previous dominant cycle line (2022) returned below expectations between 
the p25 and p50 largely due to over-forecasting Late Shuswap

• Brood for the 2026 return comes from the lowest return on record for the 
dominant cycle line in 2022. 

• Marine conditions nearshore are in a mildly unfavourable state, but the PDO 
indicates good conditions persisting offshore.

• The forecast has a wide range this year (1.95M to 30.6 M). 
16

Key Messages
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