+The Divine Service+
The Fifth Sunday of Easter| May 3, 2026 | 10:15AM

1 AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life
The Confirmation of Our Catechumens




Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church!

ST. PAUL is a liturgical, confessional congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. For 153 years, Christ’s holy Word has been preached and his blessed Sacraments
have been administered here. If this is your first time worshipping with us, welcome! We
are delighted to have you join us. Please sign the guest registry in the narthex and
introduce yourself to one of the pastors today. They would be happy to meet you.

Holy Communion.

WE CONFESS the bodily presence of Jesus Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine.
The Sacrament 1s offered to baptized Christians who repent of their sins, have been
catechized in the Christian faith, and who are members of our congregation or another
congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. If it has been over a year since
the last time you communed, or if you are a visitor today, please speak to one of our
pastors before receiving Holy Communion. Thank you.

Prayer Before Worship.

O LORD, Ilove the habitation of your house,
and the place where your glory dwells. Ps. 26:8

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God than dwell
in the tents of wickedness. Ps. 84:10

O LORD, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so
that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace
and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His Name. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

When the bells ring, stand and face the cross.
Processional Hymn | 594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Introit Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1
Praise the LoRD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!

I will extol you, O LoRbD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O LorD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
O LoRbD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LoRrD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Ay
1

& o o < &

£
&

e — = o
Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;

N

F J
& e gl i

= 7
& e & o © O

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

a?&b

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

"Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said,
“It 1s not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. ‘But we will devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” >And what they said pleased the whole
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of
Antioch. °These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on
them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

®And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. °Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . ..

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .

*You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers



persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous
One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, **you who received the law as
delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

>*Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. *>°But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” °"But they cried out with
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. **Then they cast him out
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. *And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” *°And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10

Stand

?Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation— °if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

*As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For
it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

®But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. *°Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Face the cross as it enters the nave.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 190
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Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

'[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. ?In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? ®And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. “And you know the way to
where I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?”’ ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the



life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you would
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” %Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? *°Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you I do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
"Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of
the works themselves.

2«Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do;
and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father. **Whatever
you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. **If you
ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

)
5

[ -

[ )

~—
Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Sit. The Creed is omitted as it will be confessed in the Rite of Confirmation.

Hymn of the Day | 954 We All Believe in One True God

Sermon
At the close of the sermon, stand, as the pastor speaks the following blessing:
P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus unto life everlasting!

Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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The Offering

The Catechumens approach the Altar for the
LSB 272 The Rite of Confirmation

Stand
Prayer of the Church

The Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the



r’f{?\i[" [, ) - o S i
5 — -* fe—o—]
world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

Holy Communion at St. Paul

Our congregation confesses the bodily presence of Jesus Christ
in the Sacrament of the Altar. To care for those who are about to receive the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ, the Altar is open to those baptized Christians who repent of their
sins, have been catechized in the Faith, and are members of our congregation, another
congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, or of another Church body with
whom we are in fellowship. If you have not communed in a year or are visiting, please
speak with one of our Pastors before communing today. Thank you.

Distribution Hymn | 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
Distribution Hymn | 865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain
Distribution Hymn | 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
Distribution Hymn | 581 These Are the Holy Ten Commands

Stand

The Dismissal

[P) The holy body and precious blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in the one true faith unto life +everlasting! Depart in peace.

Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

o Ll

f) &
;

N33,

Y

A - men.

Salutation
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Benediction LSB 202
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men

Hymn to Depart | 548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious

The Divine Service is ended. Depart in peace!



Confirmation Class of 2026

This 2026, we rejoice with the five eighth grade confirmands of St. Paul, Preble. These boys
will be confirmed in the faith on May 3 and will receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar as communicant members of our Church. We rejoice!

For faithful parents and sponsors who bring their children up in the fear and instruction of the
Lord, for children who learn in obedience to their parent’s instruction, for faithful teachers,
Sunday school teachers, and all Christian mentors who lead the youth of Christ on to spiritual
maturity in the things of God: we rejoice and give thanks to God this day.

Jonathan Gerald Borne

Born: January 12, 2012 Baptized: January 22, 2012

Baptized at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Preble, Indiana

Parents: Micah and Amanda Borne; Sponsor: Nicholas Hoffman; Witness: Danica Houze
Verse: Jesus answered, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my Word, and my Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home with him.” John 14:23

Jazper Lewis Huff

Born: August 2, 2012 Baptized: September 30, 2012

Baptized at St. John Lutheran Church, Celina, OH

Parents: Brady and Elizabeth Huff; Sponsor: Cody Brown

Verse: The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we
endure, we will also reign with him. 2 Timothy 2:11-12a

Jordan Noah Miller

Born: October 21, 2011 Baptized: November 26, 2011

Baptized at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Preble, Indiana

Parents: Jake and Jamie Miller; Sponsor: Paul Hockemeyer; Witnesses: Will Miller, Megan
Mankey

Verse: Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9

Walter Conrad Nussbaum

Born: July 24, 2012 Baptized: August 12, 2012

Baptized at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Preble, Indiana

Parents: Nicholas and Kristan Nussbaum; Sponsor: Todd Steiner

Verse: Therefore be imitators of God as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2

Andrew Thomas Yeager 11

Born: October 23, 2011 Baptized: October 30, 2011

Baptized at Zion Lutheran Church, Garrett, Indiana

Parents: Andrew and Heather Yeager; Sponsors: Jared and Morgan DeBlieck

Verse: But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads
to eternal life. Jude 1:20-21




I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life
A Meditation on the Word of God | John 14:6

“Hold solely to him who says, “I am the Way.”

Make sure that, then, these words are firmly imbedded in
your consciousness, so deeply that you can feel Christ’s
presence and He can say to you as He does to Thomas here:
“Why are you seeking and looking for other ways? Look to
me, and reject all other thoughts regarding ways to heaven.
¥ You must expunge them completely from your heart and

8 think of nothing but these words of Mine: “I am the Way.”
See to it that you tread on Me, that is, cling to Me with
strong faith and with all confidence of the heart. | will be
the bridge to carry you across. In one moment you will
come out of death and the fear of hell into yonder life. For it
is | who paved the way and the course. | walked and
traversed it Myself, so that | might take you and all My
followers across. All that is necessary is that you
unhesitatingly set your foot on Me, wager boldly on Me, go
cheerfully and happily, and die in my Name.”

Behold, thus we must learn to regard and to know our Lord Christ: not as One who helps us
only with his teaching and example, and has now departed from us like other saints, but as the
One who is and remains constantly at our side and is within us, particularly in the hour when
this life comes to an end, and who is so close that he alone is in our hearts. This happens when |
believe staunchly in him as the Savior who has passed through death unto the Father for me, in
order to take me there too. Then | am on the right Way, the Way we must take and travel from
this life to the life beyond. This journey begins in Baptism. And as long as there is faith, man
continues on this course until he completes it through death. For faith does not err and stray; but
wherever the Christ is to whom it adheres, there it also must be and remain. And the stronger
the faith is, the more surely this Way is travelled. For this walking is nothing but a constant
growth in faith and in an ever-stronger assurance of eternal life in Christ. If | persist in this faith
and death attacks me and throws me down, if it chokes me in my prime or takes me by sword or
fire and takes away all my five senses, then the journey is over, and | am already at my
destination and leap into yonder life.

This is the true and certain doctrine; and an excellent, pleasing, and comforting doctrine it is.”

-Martin Luther, Luther’s Works Vol. 24, pages 42-43.




Announcements
St. Paul

Confirmation. We rejoice with our five catechumens who are confirmed today in the late
service (5/3). There will be no Sunday School or Bible Class today, as pictures will be taken by
the families in the sanctuary during this hour.

SAVE THE DATE: The Sunday School materials/awards presentation will take place May
24" in the 9AM service. The Sunday School—All Church picnic will take place on Sunday,
May 31% from 11:30AM—2:30PM. You are invited!! More details to follow.

One Service. On Sunday, May 24", we will revert to our summer schedule with one Sunday
service at 9AM. Bible Class, Sunday School, and Confirmation will break for the summer.
Wednesday services continue weekly at 7PM in the sanctuary.

Greeters. If you and/or your family would like to sign up as greeters, please talk to Pr. Yeager
who is getting a schedule in order.

Wyneken Scholarship forms are available in the narthex to all current and prospective students
to our school. Talk to Pr. Yeager for more information. These are due by 6/30 to the Treasurer.

Teacher Darin Koenemann has been called to serve Zion, Decatur as principal. We pray for
Mr. Koenemann during his call process and for this time of deliberation.

Senior Fellowship has had a good showing the past several weeks, and we would like to thank
everyone who has participated in these Thursday fellowship events, but we will break for the
summer now and hopefully, reconvene in the Fall.

Wyneken

DC Trip. Wyneken 8" Graders depart this week for the annual Washington DC trip and will be
gone Tuesday to Saturday (5/5-5/9). Pr. Yeager is attending this year but Pr. Brege will be on
hand for the service Wednesday at St. Paul and for any pastoral calls or emergencies. We will
pray for safe travels and a blessed time of learning during the Prayer of the Church.

Becky Klenke—Retirement Open House Sunday, 17 May, 11-1PM in the Wyneken
Cafetorium. Stop in anytime for light refreshments and fellowship as we celebrate one faithful
teacher of our school who is headed into retirement. Those with special memory or photo of
Becky are invited to email to office@wyneken.org or cwilson@wyneken.org.

2026 Wyneken Warrior Summer Volleyball Camp. At the Wyn. gym, June 24-26, girls
grades 3-8 (based on 26-27 school year). Time: 3-4:30 (3"-5"), 4:30-6 (6™-8"). Cost is $30
(includes T-Shirt). Need to be registered by June 3 to receive T-Shirt. Email or call James
Fuhrmann, Athletic Director, 260-450-5610 or athleticdirector@wyneken.org.

SGO Applications. We encourage all families to apply. The application deadline is May 29,
2026. All forms and completed application must be in the school office by this date and time.
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Anniversaries: praise be to God and congratulations for those celebrating anniversaries at our
school. Ms. Becky Klenke, teacher/chimes—49 years of service; Carolyn VVoshell, teacher—20
years of service; Jennifer Conrad, teacher—5 years of service; Margie Edwards, Aide—15
years of service; Mrs. Janine Albert, Extended Care Director—25 years of service. Praise be to
God for devoted teachers and staff members who serve at Wyneken!

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, May 3 8AM
9AM
10:15AM

Wednesday, May 6 7PM
7PM

Sunday, May 10 8AM
9AM
10:15AM

*Important Future Dates

The Fifth Sunday after Easter—Matins

No Bible Class—family confirmation pictures/sanctuary
The Fifth Sunday after Easter—Divine Service
The Rite of Confirmation

No Lutheran Lads Greek Study

Choir Practice

Vespers

The Sixth Sunday after Easter—Divine Service
Sunday School/Bible Class

The Fifth Sunday after Easter—Matins
Lutheran Lads Greek Study

Confirmation Sunday 5/3—1late service
Becky Klenke—retirement Open House 5/17, 11-1PM Wyneken Cafetorium
St. Paul moves to the Summer Schedule on 5/24:

One service 9AM, no Sunday School/Bible Class/ Confirmation/Greek
Sunday school materials/awards presentation—5/24

All Church Picnic—5/31



Prayer of the Church

+Wyneken 8™ Grade Class as they travel to Washington, DC.

+The Sick and recovering: Penny Smith, Mark Bulmahn.

+Our Wyneken School: Mrs. Janine Albert, teachers, staff, students, and childcare.

+Expectant mothers: Chloe Johnson; Katie Keuneke; Sunni Jones; Kyndal Hall.

+The Homebound: Laurna Bulmahn, Marilyn Werling, Cindy Gallmeyer, Warren Scheumann,
Anita Spiegel, Judy Teague (all at Woodcrest); Don Haines, David Schueler (Ossian Health),
Ron Selking (Residences, Chesterton).

+Birthdays 5/3-5/9. Matt Macke, Barry Melcher, Kasey Adams, Josh Fisher.

Acolytes
5/3  8AM Chase Baker 10:15 Walt Nussbaum

Stewardship for 4/19/26

Offering: $6,584.30 Online Offering: $1,175.13 Total for the week: $7,759.43

Weekly Goal: $7,667.00 vs. Year to Date: +$2,068.79
Attendance
Wednesday 4/22 14 Sunday 4/26 8AM 75 10:15AM 115

Saint Paul Ev. Lutheran Church—Preble, Indiana
A Congregation of The Lutheran Church—>Missouri Synod

4510 W. 750 N., Decatur, Indiana 46733 | 260.547.4176
Church Email: stpaulpreble@gmail.com Webpage: stpaulpreble.org
Rev. Andrew T. Yeager, Pastor | 260-226-0375 | andrewtyeager@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege, Pastor | 260-223-1962 | djbrege@hotmail.com
Seminarian Ryan Skove, Field Worker | 909-263-7695 | ryan.skove@ctsfw.edu
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