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Brantley Countyôs  

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2022 
 

This document was funded in part by the Federal Emergency Management Agencyôs 

(FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Planning Grant awarded to Brantley County, Georgia, 

through the Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) to fulfill the 

requirements of the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000). Brantley 

Countyôs 2018 Hazard Mitigation Plan was updated by the Brantley County Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Update Committee and was prepared by Lux Mitigation and Planning 

Corp. For additional information, please contact Brantley County Emergency 

Management Agency. 

 

Director Michelle Lee 

Brantley County Emergency Management Agency 

Post Office Box 398 

Nahunta, Georgia 31553 

ema@brantleycounty-ga.gov 

(912) 462-7874 
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Preface   

 

Mitigation Vision for the Future 

Emergency Managers succeed or fail based on how well they follow the following 

fundamental principles of emergency management, mitigation, preparedness, response, 

and recovery. Purposefully, our emergency management forefathers put the word 

mitigation first as a ñmeansò to prevent or minimize the effects of disasters. 

Mitigation is commonly defined as sustained actions taken to reduce or eliminate long-

term risk to people and property from hazards and their effects. Hazard mitigation focuses 

attention and resources on community policies and actions that will produce successive 

benefits over time. A mitigation plan states the aspirations and specific courses of action 

that a community intends to follow to reduce vulnerability and exposure to future hazard 

events. These plans are formulated through a systematic process centered on the 

participation of citizens, businesses, public officials, and other community stakeholders. 

Mitigation forms, or should form, the very foundation of every emergency management 

agency. To reduce, minimize, or eliminate hazards in their communities, emergency 

management agencies adopt and implement mitigation practices. The Federal DMA 2000 

sets the benchmark and outlines the criteria for communities with the vision to implement 

hazard mitigation practices in their communities. 

Brantley County and its municipalities realize the benefits achieved by the development 

and implementation of mitigation plans and strategies in their community. Brantley 

Countyôs elected officials, public safety organizations, planners, and many others have 

proven that by working together towards the development and implementation of this plan, 

they can reduce the loss of life and property in their communities. 

The jurisdictions covered by this plan include the following: 

 

Brantley County 

City of Hoboken 

City of Nahunta 
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Summary of Updates for Chapter One  

 

The following table provides a description of each section of this chapter and a summary 

of the changes that have been made to the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2018. 

 

  

 

Chapter 1 Section Updates 

Introduction  ¶ Identification of Mitigation Goals 

Authority  ¶ Verbiage updated 

Funding ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 

2018 Plan 

Scope ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 

2018 Plan 

Purpose ¶ Verbiage updated 

Consistency with Federal 

Guidelines 
¶ Verbiage updated 

 

Plan Review ¶ Verbiage updated 

¶ Updated mitigation meeting dates for 2021-

2022 planning process 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Committee  
¶ Updated committee list with the 2021-2022 

planning participants 

¶ Updated to meet Federal guidelines 

Public Participation ¶ Updated to match the 2021-2022 planning 

process 

Multi -Jurisdictional 

Considerations 
¶ Updated with requirement descriptions 

Incorporation of Existing Plans, 

Studies, and Resources 

 

¶ Updated with new plan, study, and resource 

incorporations 
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Introduction  

 

The Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update is the first phase of a multi-hazard 

mitigation strategy for the entire community. This Plan encourages cooperation among 

various organizations and crosses political sub-divisions. As written, this Plan fulfills the 

requirements of the Federal DMA 2000. DMA 2000 provides federal assistance to state 

and local emergency management agencies and other disaster response organizations to 

reduce damage from disasters. The Act is administered by GEMA and FEMA. 

It is important that state and local government, public-private partnerships, and community 

citizens can see the results of these mitigation efforts; therefore, the goals and strategies 

need to be achievable. Brantley Countyôs Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee 

adopted the following goals during plan development: 

GOAL 1  

Maximize the use of all resources by promoting intergovernmental coordination and 

partnerships in the public and private sectors 
 

GOAL 2  

Harden communities against the impacts of disasters through the development of new 

mitigation strategies and strict enforcement of current regulations that have proven 

effective 

 

GOAL 3  

Reduce and, where possible, eliminate repetitive damage, loss of life and property from 

disasters 

 

GOAL 4  

Bring greater awareness throughout the community about potential hazards and the need 

for community preparedness 

 

This plan complies with all requirements and scope of work as described in Brantley 

Countyôs Hazard Mitigation Grant application. 
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Authority  

  

In the past, federal legislation has provided funding for disaster relief, recovery, and some 

hazard mitigation planning. The DMA 2000 is the latest legislation to improve the planning 

aspect of that process; it reinforces the importance of mitigation planning and emphasizes 

planning for disasters before they occur.  The DMA 2000 establishes a pre-disaster hazard 

mitigation program and designates new requirements for the national post-disaster Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP). Section 322 identifies the new requirements for 

planning activities and increases the amount of HMGP funds available to states that have 

developed a comprehensive mitigation plan prior to the disaster.  

State and local communities must have an approved mitigation plan in place prior to 

receiving post-disaster HMGP funds. Local mitigation plans must demonstrate that their 

proposed mitigation measures are based on a sound planning process that accounts for the 

risk to and the capabilities of the individual communities. To implement the new DMA 

2000 requirements, FEMA prepared an Interim Final Rule, published in the Federal 

Register on February 26, 2002, at 44 CFR Parts 201 and 206, which establishes planning 

and funding criteria for states and local communities. 

Developed in accordance with current state and federal rules and regulations governing 

local hazard mitigation plans, Brantley Countyôs Updated Hazard Mitigation Plan will be 

brought forth to each participating jurisdiction in Brantley County to be formally adopted. 

The Plan shall be routinely monitored and revised to maintain compliance with the 

following provisions, rules, and legislation: 

Section 322, Mitigation Planning, of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act, as enacted by Section 104 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 

2000 (P.L. 106-390); and 
 

FEMA's Interim Final Rule published in the Federal Register on February 26, 2002, at 44 

CFR Part 201. 
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Scope 

 

The scope of the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update encompasses all areas 

of Brantley County, including municipalities. The Plan identifies all natural and 

technological hazards that could threaten life and property in Brantley County. The scope 

of this Plan includes both short and long-term mitigation strategies with implementation 

and possible sources of project funding. 

The Hazard Mitigation Plan Update is organized to incorporate the requirements of Interim 

Final Rule 44 CFR 201.4.  

Chapter One includes an overview of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, the overall goals 

of the plan, and details of the planning process as required by Interim Final Rule 44 CFR 

201.4(c)(1).   

Chapter Two of the Plan details the Brantley County profile, including the demographics, 

municipalities, and history of the county. 

Chapter Three identifies the risk assessment process, past natural hazard events with 

associated losses, and current natural hazard risks. Potential losses are also analyzed as 

required by Interim Final Rule 44 CFFR 201.4(c)(2). Additionally, Chapter Three 

identifies and analyzes potential technological hazards faced by Brantley County. 

Chapter Four identifies Brantley Countyôs hazard mitigation goals and objectives, 

mitigation strategies and actions, and sources of potential funding for mitigation projects 

as required by Interim Final Rule 44 CFR 201.4(c)(3). 

Chapter Five identifies the maintenance and implementation strategies for the Plan. The 

process for evaluation of the Hazard Mitigation Plan implementation progress is also 

detailed as required by Interim Final Rule 44 CFR 201.4(c)(4) and (5).   

 

Funding  

 
Brantley County was awarded a $32,000 Hazard Mitigation Planning Grant by FEMA 

through GEMA for the update of Brantley Countyôs 2018 Hazard Mitigation Plan. FEMA 

contributed 75% toward the total cost of the Plan Update. The Hazard Mitigation Planning 

Grant required a 25% match by Brantley County. This match was fulfilled entirely (100%) 

by In-Kind contributions; time spent by county and municipal employees, local 

stakeholders, representatives from organizations, and citizen volunteers updating the Plan 

was provided instead of cash from the Countyôs budget. 
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Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update is to: 

 

¶ Protect life, promote safety, and preserve property by reducing the potential for 

future damages and economic losses that result from natural and technological 

hazards; 

 

¶ Make communities in Brantley County safer places to live, work, and play; 

 

¶ Qualify for grant funding in both the pre-disaster and post-disaster environments; 

 

¶ Speed the recovery and redevelopment process following future disaster events; 

 

¶ Demonstrate a firm local commitment to hazard mitigation principles; and 

 

¶ Comply with state and federal legislative requirements for local multi-

jurisdictional hazard mitigation plans. 

 

 

Consistency with Federal and State Mitigation Policies 

 

The Plan is intended to enhance and complement state and federal recommendations for 

the mitigation of natural and technological hazards in the following ways: 

¶ Substantially reduce the risk of life, injuries, and hardship from the destruction of 

natural and technological disasters on an ongoing basis; 

 

¶ Create greater public awareness about the need for individual preparedness and 

about the need to build safer, more disaster resistant communities; 

 

¶ Develop strategies for long-term community sustainability during disasters; and 

 

¶ Develop governmental and business continuity plans that will continue essential 

private sector and governmental activities during disasters. 

 

FEMA publishes several guidance documents for local governments on mitigating natural 

disasters. The updated Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan recognizes, adopts, 

incorporates, and endorses the following principles: 

¶ Develop a strategic mitigation plan for Brantley County; 

 

¶ Enforce current building codes; 
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¶ Develop incentives to promote mitigation; 

 

¶ Incorporate mitigation of natural hazards into land use plans; 

 

¶ Promote awareness of mitigation opportunities and programs throughout our 

community on a continual basis; and  

 

¶ Identify potential funding sources for mitigation projects. 

 

It is vital that the private sector is included in mitigation efforts that are consistent with 

state and federal recommendations, such as the following: 

¶ Develop mitigation incentives with insurance agencies and lending institutions; 

 

¶ Encourage the creation of a business continuity plan for the continuance of 

commerce during and following a disaster; and 

 

¶ Partner with local businesses to educate customers about potential hazards in the 

community and possible mitigation ideas. 

 

Individual citizens must be made aware of the hazards they may encounter. Additionally, 

they must be educated on how to protect themselves from the hazards they face. They must 

be shown that mitigation is an important part of reducing loss of life and property in their 

community. Their support is critical to the success of any mitigation effort. The updated 

Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan supports the following FEMA recommendations 

regarding individual citizens: 

¶ Become educated on the hazards that may impact your community; 

 

¶ Become part of the process by supporting and encouraging mitigation programs 

that reduce vulnerability to disasters; and,  

 

¶ An individualôs responsibility is to safeguard his/her family, as well as 
themselves, prior to a disaster event. 
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Plan Review 

Requirement §201.6(c)(1) 

 

The contractor, Lux Mitigation and Planning, had the primary responsibility for collecting 

updated information and presenting pertinent data to the Plan Update Committee. An 

online, Dropbox folder was created for Brantley Countyôs Plan Update. The approved 2018 

Hazard Mitigation Plan was uploaded to the Dropbox folder, and the link to the folder was 

emailed to all members of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee. Each chapter of 

the 2018 Plan was reviewed. Hazard vulnerability and risk assessment data was updated, 

as was critical infrastructure information.  

Special attention and consideration were given to the review and edit of mitigation 

strategies listed in the 2018 Plan. The Plan Update Committee examined each strategy and 

determined whether the strategy had been completed, needed to be modified, was in 

progress, or no longer applied. The Committee was highly encouraged to create new 

mitigation strategies to meet the current needs of the county and municipalities. Mitigation 

strategies from other Georgia counties were reviewed to help with the creation of new 

strategies. When the Committee agreed a new mitigation action would be beneficial, it was 

tailored to Brantley Countyôs needs and was included in the 2022 Plan. The contractor sent 

the Committee, including sporadically attending participants, regular emails which 

contained a Dropbox link to the most updated version of the Plan and encouraged the 

Committee to thoroughly critique each version. 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee Meeting Dates 

 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021 Kick-Off Meeting 

 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 Hazard Identification and Prioritization;  

Update Critical Facilities Information 

 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 Community Risk Assessment Analysis; 

Review and Edit 2018 Mitigation Strategies 

 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 Continue to Review and Edit 2018 Mitigation Strategies; 

Identify New Mitigation Strategies 

 

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 Review and Discuss 2022 Hazard Mitigation Plan - 

Draft; Update Plan Distribution List;  

Discuss Available Hazard Mitigation Grants 

 

*The public was welcome and encouraged to attend all Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

meetings. Meetings were advertised through multiple mediums, including on the Brantley 

County webpage and all Brantley County EMA Social Media accounts. 
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Each section of Brantley Countyôs 2018 Hazard Mitigation Plan has been revised in some 

manner. Therefore, a summary of those changes will be listed in the first section of each 

chapter. Significant additions/modifications to this Plan include the following: 

 

¶ Split Tornadoes from Windstorms in Natural Hazards 

¶ Added Earthquakes to Natural Hazards 

¶ Added Dam Failure to Technological Hazards 

¶ Added Transportation Incident to Technological Hazards 

¶ Added Terrorism to Technological Hazards 

¶ Added Infrastructure Failure to Technological Hazards 

¶ Added Emergent Infectious Disease to Technological Hazards 
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Participants 

Requirement §201.6(b)(2) 

 

The following 51 participants contributed to the update of Brantley Countyôs 

2018 Hazard Mitigation Plan: (in alphabetical order) 

 

Andrew Altman  

Deputy Director 

Brantley County Emergency Management Agency 

 

Heather Andrews 

Administrative Services Manager; QAPI Coordinator 

BayView Nursing and Rehab ï Nahunta 

 

Joshua Bain 

Deputy Director 

Brantley County Emergency Management Agency 

 

Sam Berry 

Emergency Medical Technician 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Roger Brooks 

Superintendent 

Brantley County Road Department 

 

Richard Capps 

Infection Preventionist; COVID-19 Operations Manager 

BayView Nursing and Rehab ï Nahunta 

 

Shammra Carter 

Emergency Medical Technician 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Charles Churchill  

Assistant Chief 

Hortense Volunteer Fire Department 

 

Darrel Collier  

Volunteer 

American Red Cross 
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Sharon Courson 

Deputy Director 

Wayne County Emergency Management Agency 

 

Lynne D. Crews 

Agent 

Brantley County Farm Bureau 

 

Lynn Daniels 

Planning Clerk 

Brantley County Planning and Building Department 

Brantley County Road Department 

 

Len Davis 

Sheriff 

Brantley County 

 

Dawn Deen 

Executive Assistant 

Brantley County Family Connection 

 

Amanda DePratter 

Registered Nurse 

Brantley County Health Department 

 

David Farrior  

Supervisor; Paramedic 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Yuntalay Gadson 

Emergency Preparedness Specialist 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Southeast Health District 

 

Laura Ginn  

Coalition Facilitator 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Southeast Health District 

 

Andrew Hagerstrom 

Advanced Emergency Medical Technician - Brantley County Emergency Medical 

Services 

Chief - Waynesville Volunteer Fire Rescue Department 
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Linda Henderson 

City Clerk 

City of Hoboken 

 

Landon Hickox 

Technician 

Brantley Telephone Company 

 

Anthony Hinds 

Supervisor; Paramedic 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Dale Jewell 

Advanced Emergency Medical Technician 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Steven Johnson 

Ranger 

Georgia Forestry Commission ï Brantley Unit 

 

Lynn Jones 

Library Manager 

Brantley County Public Library 

 

Angela F. Keene 

Chief Appraiser 

Brantley County Tax Assessors Office 

 

Laura Kelley  

Executive Director 

Brantley County Family Connections 

 

Anthony Lee 

Chief 

Hortense Volunteer Fire Department 

 

Marty Lee  

Chief 

Nahunta Volunteer Fire Department 

 

Michelle Lee 

Director 

Brantley County Emergency Management Agency 
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Barbara Maefield 

Mayor 

City of Nahunta 

 

Harry McClain  

Ranger 

Georgia Forestry Commission 

 

Jonathan McMillan  

Chief 

City of Hoboken Police Department 

 

Dr. Kim Morgan  

Superintendent 

Brantley County School System 

 

Lana Mullins  

Firefighter; Emergency Medical Responder 

Waynesville Volunteer Fire Rescue Department 

 

Kathleen Munoz 

Installation Anti-Terrorism Officer 

United States Army ï Fort Stewart 

 

David Perry 

Private Citizen 

 

Bernard Restrepo 

Training Coordinator 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Office of Emergency Services and 

Trauma 

 

Gary W. Riggan, Jr. 

Chief 

Brantley County Emergency Medical Services 

 

Chris Sills 

Emergency Preparedness Training Coordinator 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Southeast Health District 

 

Terra Sowell, RN 

Brantley County Nurse Manager 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Southeast Health District 
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Mark Stone 

Chief Investigator 

Brantley County Sheriffôs Office 

 

Amanda Story 

Service Assistant 

Country Financial Insurance - Nahunta 

 

Pat Thompkins 

Tax Commissioner 

Brantley County 

 

Kelsey VanEyl-Godin 

Disaster Program Manager 

American Red Cross 

 

Charlie Vining  

Ranger 

Georgia Forestry Commission ï Brantley Unit 

 

Chuck White 

Director 

Camden County Emergency Management Agency 

 

Michael White 

Owner 

Country Financial Insurance - Nahunta 

 

Angela Wirth  

City Clerk 

City of Nahunta 

 

Thomas Wirth  

City Manager 

City of Nahunta 

 

Todd Wykoff  

Director of Emergency Preparedness 

Georgia Department of Public Health ï Coastal Health District 

 

 

The Plan Update Committee relied on their consultant to guide them through the update 

process. During meetings, the participants had productive discussions, expanded their 
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professional networks, asked thoughtful questions, made important decisions, and provided 

critical input during key stages in the update process. 

 

Efforts were made to involve all county and municipal departments, as well as community 

organizations and local businesses, which may have a role in the implementation of 

mitigation actions and/or policies. These efforts included sending invitations via email to 

attend the Kick-off Meeting, sending reminder emails before each upcoming meeting, 

emailing pertinent information throughout the process, and requesting the review and 

critique of each chapter in the updated Plan.  

 

All neighboring counties ï Camden, Charlton, Glynn, Pierce, Ware, and Wayne were asked 

to peer review the 2022 Mitigation Plan draft. The Plan was sent to each County EMA 

office. Brantley County had significant support and contribution to the Hazard Mitigation 

Plan Update process from surrounding jurisdictions. Additionally, the EMA Directors from 

surrounding counties were asked to attend Plan Update Committee meetings in hopes they 

would share mitigation ideas from their own counties. 
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Public Participation 

Requirement §201.6(b)(1) 

State Requirement Element F2 

 

Public awareness is a key component of any communityôs overall mitigation strategy. As 

citizens become more involved in decisions that affect their safety, they may develop a 

greater respect for the natural hazards present in their community, and thus, may take the 

steps necessary to reduce potential impacts of those hazards.  

The following local organizations and businesses participated in the update of Brantley 

Countyôs 2018 Mitigation Plan:  

The Plan Update Committee took it upon themselves to ensure the processes undertaken 

for the development, implementation, and maintenance of the 2022 Hazard Mitigation Plan 

adequately considered public needs and viewpoints.  

A list of public outreach initiatives can be found below: 

- Email reminders were sent to all Plan Update Committee members, as well as other 

stakeholders, prior to every meeting. Recipients were encouraged to share the 

meeting invitation with anyone they thought would be an asset to the Plan Update 

process or anyone who may want to learn more about what a Hazard Mitigation 

Plan is. 

- A virtual Public Meeting was held via Zoom on September 14, 2021, in conjunction 

with the regularly scheduled meeting of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Committee. A virtual meeting was necessary given the increase of recent COVID-

19 cases in Brantley County. This meeting was advertised through multiple means, 

including on the Brantley County Emergency Management Facebook Page, the 

Brantley County EMA Twitter Account, the Brantley County Emergency 

Management Instagram Account, the Brantley County webpage, and in the 

September 1, 2021, and September 8, 2021, editions of The Brantley County 

Express newspaper. No public comment or recommendations were provided on the 

September 14, 2021, virtual meeting.  

- A virtual Public Meeting was held via Zoom on October 19, 2021, in conjunction 

with the regularly scheduled meeting of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Committee. This meeting was advertised through multiple means, including on the 

Brantley County Emergency Management Facebook Page, the Brantley County 

EMA Twitter Account, the Brantley County Emergency Management Instagram 

Account, the Brantley County webpage, and in the October 6, 2021, and October 

13, 2021, editions of The Brantley County Express newspaper. No public comment 

or recommendations were provided on the October 19, 2021, virtual meeting.  
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Documentation of Public Meeting Notice 

 

Public Meeting Notice ï Brantley County webpage ï September 14, 2021 Meeting 
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Public Meeting Notice ï Brantley County webpage 
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Brantley County Emergency Management Agency Facebook Page 
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Brantley County EMA Twitter Page 
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Brantley County EMA Instagram Page 
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The Brantley County Express Newspaper ï September 1, 2021, Edition  
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The Brantley County Express Newspaper ï September 8, 2021, Edition 
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The Brantley County Express Newspaper ï October 6, 2021, Edition 
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The Brantley County Express Newspaper ï October 13, 2021, Edition 
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Multi -Jurisdictional Considerations   

 

FEMA does not require cities and towns to adopt a local Hazard Mitigation Plan. However, 

the Federal DMA 2000 requires that all municipalities, wishing to be eligible to receive 

Hazard Mitigation Grants through FEMA, must adopt a local multi-hazard mitigation plan 

and must update that plan every five years. Brantley Countyôs most recent Hazard 

Mitigation Plan was approved by FEMA in December 2018. The 2022 Mitigation Plan is 

the third five-year update. This FEMA-approved 2022 Hazard Mitigation Plan makes 

Brantley County, the City of Nahunta, and the City of Hoboken eligible for FEMAôs 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Flood Assistance Mitigation Grants, and Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation Grants. 

As set forth by Georgia House Bill 489, the Emergency Management Agency is the 

implementing agency for projects pertaining to hazard mitigation. Brantley County is 

dedicated to work in the best interests of the County, as well as its municipalities. A few 

mitigation strategies in Brantley Countyôs 2022 Mitigation Plan apply to a specific 

municipality. Unless noted otherwise, mitigation strategies apply equally to all 

jurisdictions. During the creation and update of this Plan, Brantley County Emergency 

Management Agency solicited and received participation from the following Brantley 

County municipalities: Nahunta and Hoboken. Other towns in the County are Hortense and 

Waynesville and the communities of Atkinson, Browntown, Hickox, Lulaton, 

Schlatterville, and Trudie. 

Distribution of Buildings in Brantley County 

 

 
 

Source: 2022 Brantley County HAZUS Report 
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Incorporation of Existing Plans, Studies, and Resources 

Requirement §201.6(b)(3) 

State Requirement Element F3 

 

Existing Plans 

 

2018 Brantley County Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2019 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2014 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Brantley County Local Emergency Operations Plan 

Georgia Forestry Commissionôs Brantley Co. Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

Brantley County Joint Comprehensive Plan 

Brantley County Growth Management Plan 

Brantley County Disaster Recovery and Redevelopment Plan 2016 

 

Studies 

 

2022 Hazard Risk Analyses (HAZUS Report) 

2017 United States Department of Agriculture Ag Census  

2010 United States Census 

2020 United States Census 

2009 Brantley County Flood Insurance Study  

Radeloff, V. C., R. B. Hammer, S. I Stewart, J. S. Fried, S. S. Holcomb, and J. F. 

McKeefry. 2005. The Wildland Urban Interface in the United States. Ecological 

Applications 15:799-805. 

Resources 

2014 City of Boston Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

2010 Camden County Joint Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

2010 Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

National Climactic Data Center 

National Weather Service 

Brantley County Tax Assessorôs Data 

Brantley County Website  

Georgia Mitigation Information System Database  

Colorado State University (Hurricane mapping) 

United States Geological Survey 

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 

National Flood Insurance Program 

United States Coast Guard National Response Center Data 

Georgia Department of Transportation 

Georgia Safe Dams Program 

Southern Group of State Foresters Wildfire Risk Assessment 
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Application of Existing Plans and Studies 

 

Existing Planning Mechanism 
Reviewed? 

Yes/No 

Incorporation into  

2021 Mitigation Plan  

2018 Brantley County Hazard 

Mitigation Plan  
Yes 

Baseline for the 2022 Plan; 

updated mitigation strategies; 

updated hazards; updated 

Brantley County information 

2019 State of Georgia Hazard 

Mitigation Plan  
Yes 

Hazard descriptions; potential 

hazards; mapping mechanisms; 

potential mitigation strategies 

that could be adopted on a local 

level 

Brantley County Local 

Emergency Operations Plan 

(LEOP) 

Yes 

Identification of current 

resources; identification of 

current capabilities 

Georgia Forestryôs Brantley 

County Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan (CWPP) 

Yes 
Mitigation strategies for wildfire 

and drought; historical data 

2017 USDA Agriculture Census Yes 

Agricultural data regarding 

potential losses for drought and 

wildfire 

2020 United States Census Yes 
To update Brantley Countyôs 

profile information 

2009 Brantley County Flood 

Insurance Study 
Yes 

Identify potential flood prone 

areas; prioritization of flood-

related mitigation strategies 

Brantley County Comprehensive 

Plan 
Yes 

To identify future development 

trends; identify mitigation 

strategies to curb trends in a 

direction that considers the 

hazards of the area 

Brantley County Growth 

Management Plan 
Yes 

To identify future development 

trends; identify mitigation 

strategies to curb trends in a 

direction that considers the 

areaôs hazards 

Brantley County Flood Mitigation 

Assistance Plan 
No No such plan exists 

2022 Brantley County HAZUS 

Report 
Yes Hazard Analysis 
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Summary of Updates for Chapter Two  

 

The following table provides a description of each section of this chapter and a summary 

of the changes that have been made to the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2018. 

 

Chapter 2 Section Updates 

Past Hazards ¶ This information involved a review of the hazards 

listed in the previous plan.   

¶ Information was updated for the last 50 years 

History  ¶ Expanded and updated from previous plan 

Past Events ¶ Identification of major hazard events in Brantley 

County for the last 50 years 

¶ Focus on Federal Declarations and events since the 

last Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Demographics ¶ Updated data to the 2020 Census information 

Economy ¶ Updated data and information 

Government ¶ Updated verbiage 

Municipalities  ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 2018 Plan 

Transportation  ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 2018 Plan 

Climate ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 2018 Plan 

Utilities  ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 2018 Plan 

NFIP Compliance ¶ New Section ï Not a standalone section in 2018 Plan 
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History  

 

Brantley County is Georgiaôs 158th county. In 1919, a group of citizens, led by Senator J.K. 

Larkins, created a committee to rally their neighbors and to convince the state legislature to 

create a new county. At this time, residents who lived in an area that comprised parts of 

Charlton, Pierce, and Wayne Counties felt alienated from their county governments. In 

1920, the Georgia Legislature granted the request for this area to become a separate county. 

The area that became Brantley County was south of the Satilla River from Pierce County, 

west of the Old Post Road from Wayne County, and north of Charlton County. This area 

was originally called the Back Woods of South Georgia.  

According to the 2020 U.S. census, Brantley County's population was 19,109, and increase 

from both the 2010 Census (18,411) and the 2000 Census (14,629). 

There is some debate over whom the county was named. Some historians believe that the 

county was named for Benjamin Daniel Brantley, a merchant who encouraged cotton 

ginning and turpentine manufacturing in the area. Other historians believe the county was 

name for his son, William Gordon Brantley, who served in the Georgia legislature and U.S. 

House of Representatives.  

 

Not too long after the county was created, controversy arose over the location of the county 

seat. Senator Larkins and the members of the committee he created sought for the county 

seat to be in Hoboken. Those residents who lived in the eastern side of the county sought 

for the county seat to be in the eastern side of the county. The battle of the county seat was 

deliberated in court for three years. After three years and by an election, the Georgia General 

Assembly designated Nahunta as the county seat. Other towns in the County are Hortense 

and Waynesville and the communities of Atkinson, Browntown, Hickox, Lulaton, 

Schlatterville, and Trudie. 

 

Historically, Brantley County has been a rural area. Heavily forested, Brantley County has 

relied on forest products as their main source of economy. The Satilla River offers Brantley 

County an opportunity to encourage economic growth through the preservation of natural 

resources, developing eco-tourism and recreation. Brantley County lies in the Satilla 

Watershed with a portion of the county consisting of wetlands (16%) and lowlands with 

poorly drained soils, five significant groundwater recharge areas, and approximately 90 

miles of river corridor. The Satilla River was nominated in 1992 as a Regionally Important 

Resource. 

 

Brantley County is known for its many outdoor recreation opportunities. Several points of 

interest are the following: Confederate Soldiers' Park in Waynesville; Dixon Memorial State 

Forest, a 35,708-acre resource shared with Ware County; Harrington Tract Wildlife 

Management Area, shared with Glynn County; and Rayonier Wildlife Management Area, 

shared with Wayne County. The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and Wilderness 

Area spills over into Brantley County on its northeastern side. Also of interest are the Trail 
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Ridge, part of a 130-mile natural trail from the Altamaha River to the Santa Fe River in 

north Florida that was used by Native Americans and early settlers. These wildlife 

management areas and trails provide many outdoor recreation opportunities including 

boating, geocaching, hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing. 

 

Brantley County hosts a bluegrass festival every spring and fall, as well as a Christmas 

festival and parade each December. 

 

There are two sites in Brantley County on the National Register of Historic Places ï the 

Courthouse and Mumford House. 
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Past Hazards 
 

Brantley County, Georgia, has faced many natural hazards in its Brantley history. Severe 

thunderstorms have been the most prevalent of these hazards.  In the last 50 years, Brantley 

County has been subjected to 174 documented severe thunderstorm events.  These events 

include torrential rainfall, hail, thunderstorm-force winds, and lightning. 

Tornadoes, which can sometimes spawn from severe thunderstorms, have also occurred, 

although with much less frequency. In Brantley County, there have been six documented 

tornadoes in the last 50 years.  

Because of heavy rainfall, either within Brantley County or upstream, flooding has also 

occurred. In the National Climactic Data Center (NCDC) databases of the National 

Weather Service, there is documentation of eight flooding events for Brantley County. 

Winter storms and heavy snowfall have affected Brantley County once over the last 50 

years, according to the NCDC record. Because these natural events are barely an annual 

occurrence, the pre-planning and preparedness component of emergency management is 

not as robust as northern or western states that routinely see this type of weather.  

Brantley County has also been impacted by the following: drought, excessive heat, tropical 

cyclones, and wildfires.  

Brantley County has had 17 Presidential Disaster Declarations (FEMA-declared major 

disasters) ï four of which have occurred since the adoption of the 2018 Hazard Mitigation 

Plan (one for Hurricane Michael in 2018, one for Hurricane Dorian in 2019 and two for 

COVID-19 in 2020). 
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Notable Past Events 

 

¶ 2020, COVID-19 Pandemic (Federal Declaration x2) 

¶ 2019, Hurricane Dorian (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 2018, Hurricane Michael (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 2017, Hurricane Irma (Federal Declaration x2) 

¶ 2017, Severe Storms, Tornadoes, Straight-Line Winds, Flooding (Federal 

Declaration) 

¶ 2016 Hurricane Matthew (Federal Declaration x2) 

¶ 2011, Racepond Wildfire  (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 2011, Thunderstorm Wind Event 

¶ 2009, Severe Storms, Flooding, Tornadoes, Straight-Line Winds (Federal 

Declaration) 

¶ 2008, Tornado (EF0) 

¶ 2007, Kneeknocker Swamp Fire (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 2005, Tornado (F1) 

¶ 2004, Tropical Storm Frances (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 2004, Tornado (F0) 

¶ 2002, Tornado (F0) 

¶ 1998, Severe Storms and Flooding (Federal Declaration)  

¶ 1993, Severe Snowfall, Winter Storm (Federal Declaration) 

¶ 1990, Tornado (F1) 

¶ 1979, Tornado (F1) 

¶ 1977, Drought (Federal Declaration) 

 

Federal Disaster Declarations 

 
Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
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Source: 2019 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Demographics 

 

County 

 
 2000 Census 2010 Census 2020 Census 

Population 14,629 18,411 19,109 

White 94.4% 94.4% 93.4% 

African American  4.0% 2.9% 4.0% 

Hispanic/Latino 1.0% 1.9% 2.3% 

Asian 0.1% 0.2% 0.3% 

American Indian 0.1% 0.3% 0.5% 

Two or More Races 1.1% 1.5% 1.8% 

Median Age 34.6 37.8 41.1 

   Median Household 

Income 
$31,359 $36,300 $38,857 

Persons in Poverty 16.4% 22.3% 16.1% 

Homeowners 72.8% 86.3% 80.3% 

 

 

Municipalities  ï Population 

 

 2000 Census 2010 Census 2020 Census 

Nahunta 930 1,053 1,141 

Hoboken 463 528 536 

 

 

National Flood Insurance Program Compliance 

 

 

JURISDICTION PARTICIPATING? PARTICIPATION DATE 

BRANTLEY COUNTY YES 9/30/88 

NAHUNTA YES 9/4/85 

HOBOKEN YES 4/15/86 
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Economy 
 

Brantley Countyôs economy is primarily agricultural with some light industry.  Brantley 

Countyôs cost of living is 23.1% below the national average. The unemployment rate in 

Brantley County is 2.8%, which is slightly below the State average of 3.7% and below the 

National average of 5.2%. Brantley County has a median household income of $38,857, 

which is below the national average of $67,521.  
 

The ten largest private employers in Brantley County are: 
 

Company Product/Service 

44 Trucking LLC Freight 

Bayview Nursing Home LLC Nursing Home 

Brantley Telephone Co. Inc. Utilities 

Cal Maine Foods, Inc. Egg Farm 

D & D Decorators, Inc. Residential/Commercial Painting 

Friendly Express Convenience Store 

Okefenokee Rural EMC Electricity 

Southeast Employee Leasing Service Personnel Service 

The Chemours Co Fc, LLC Mining 

Varn Wood Products, LLC Sawmill 

The above list is in alphabetical order, not in order of company size.  

This data is according to the Georgia Department of Labor, 2021. 

 

Utilities  
 

Brantley Countyôs utility needs are met by a variety of public and private entities. Electrical 

power in Brantley County is provided by the Okefenokee EMC, Satilla EMC, and Georgia 

Power. Brantley Telephone Company is the primary telephone and fiber internet provider 

in Brantley County. AT&T provides telephone service to a small population off of Central 

Avenue. There are several additional internet providers in Brantley County. The City of 

Nahunta owns and operates a water and wastewater system. The City of Hoboken also has 

a water system. Both Hoboken and Nahunta own and maintain fire hydrant systems within 

their jurisdiction. No fire hydrant systems are present in unincorporated areas of Brantley 

County beyond a few private subdivisions with private water systems.  
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Government 
 

The form of government specified in the County Charter is known as Commissioner form 

of government, which provides for an elected body of Commissioners. Each elected 

Commissioner represents the county in its entirety. There are a total of five commissioners. 

For voting purposes, each commission post is numbered. The person serving in Post 1 acts 

as the chairperson for the Board of Commissioners. The commissioners are elected in 

staggered four-year terms. The Board of Commissioners appoints a County Manager who 

serves as the chief executive officer for the county. 

The main duties of the Board of Commissioners is to pass local laws, known as 

ordinances, that regulate a variety of things that promote the health, safety and welfare of 

the citizens covered by them; to pass a balanced budget each year that funds its own 

operations as well as to allocate funds to the five Constitutional Officers, other elected 

officials, the courts and a variety of programs put in place by the State but funded locally; 

to ensure that necessary services are funded and provided; to set the millage rate for the 

County government and many other secondary duties. 

The Board of Commissioners sets the County millage rate each year to fund a portion of 

the County budget. They also receive the millage rate that is set by the Board of Education 

and an assessment by the State which is submitted to the Georgia Department of Revenue 

each year. 

The Board receives, deliberates, and passes local ordinances each year and amends many 

others to reflect the changing times. Both require that a public hearing be held, and these 

are normally held during the regular Commission meetings. They also pass several 

resolutions and proclamations throughout the year. Generally, with some exceptions, the 

Board can pass any local law and ordinance they feel is needed for the County so Brantley 

as it does not violate the laws of the State or Federal government or the Constitutional 

rights of any individual. These are researched thoroughly by legal staff before ever being 

brought to a hearing. 

The Board of Commissioners provide many services that citizens expect through the 

revenues that are raised annually. These include Fire and Ambulance protection; E-911 

dispatch services; Zoning and Planning; Inspections; Code Enforcement; Solid Waste 

Management; Public Library; Public Works; and agencies that service all these such as 

Building Maintenance, Vehicle Maintenance, and Emergency Management Services. The 

budget also funds state mandated services such as Law Enforcement and Detention; 

Superior, Probate, Magistrate and Juvenile courts; Tax Assessment and Tax Collection 

services; Elections management; District Attorney (shared with other counties) and some 

smaller funding for local agencies under the State of Georgia. 
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Transportati on 
 

Brantley Countyôs transportation system consists primarily of state highways and county-

maintained roads. US Highways 82 and 301, as well as Georgia State highways 15, 23, 32, 

110, 121, and 520 are major transportation routes that carry the majority of passenger and 

commercial traffic in and out of Brantley County. Congestion in these transportation 

corridors create traffic problems, primarily because of population growth. There are no 

interstate or mass transit systems servicing Brantley County. Brantley County is 444 square 

miles with over 400 miles of dirt road. Freight rail lines operated by CSX and commuter 

lines operated by Amtrak traverse Brantley County.  
 

Climate 
 

Brantley County, like much of Georgia, enjoys a temperate climate with four well-

defined seasons: warm to hot summers; brisk fall temperatures; relatively brief, cool 

winters; and a warm spring season. As a result, there exists a Brantley growing season in 

Georgia, perfect for ornamental and economic-boosting agricultural plants. 

 

AVERA GE MONTHLY TEMPERATURES IN GEORGIA (FAHRENHEIT)  

Month  Average Georgia 

Temperature  

Average Brantley 

County Temperature  

January  46  53  

February  49  54  

March  56  60  

April  63  68  

May  70  74  

June  77  80  

July  80  82  

August  79  82  

September  74  79  

October  64  70  

November  56  61  

December  48  56  
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Municipalities  

 

City of Nahunta 

 
 

The City of Nahunta serves as the county seat. Incorporated in 1925, Nahunta is the second 

community in the area with this name. West of the present-day city was a railroad stop 

named Old Nahunta. This area served as an important depot for travelers catching trains 

on the north-south line. Several high-ranking officials caught the train from Old Nahunta 

including President Calvin Coolidge, President Dwight Eisenhower, and the Duke and 

Duchess of Windsor. The area known as Nahunta today was known as Victoria Mill in the 

early-to-mid 1800s. Neither area had a registered name with the Georgia state government 

until 1925 when the Town of Nahunta was chartered at its present location. 

 

No one knows how Nahunta received its name. One story is that the name came from the 

large quantity of freight of timber operator N.A. Hunter. The story goes that due to such a 

large quantity of freight consigned N.A. Hunter the location became known as N.A. 

Hunterôs railroad siding. Another story is simply that the people settling the area came from 

North Carolina and brought the name with them. There are several geographical features 

in North Carolina named Nahunta. 

 

The economic history of the area has always been tied to the timber industry. Once the 

railroad came to the area, many prominent people in the timber industry began to move to 

the area. 
 

The City of Nahunta is governed by a Mayor/City Council form of government.  
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City of Hoboken 

 

 
 

The City of Hoboken was incorporated in 1920. It served as the county seat until 1923 

when Nahunta was chosen as the new county seat. Due to its proximity to the railroad, 

Hoboken became an early trade center in the area. No one is certain where the name came 

from, but the prevailing theory is the city was named for the New Jersey city where William 

A. Martin, who built the first turpentine still in the area, had a coworker from there. The 

city is well known among Sacred Harp Singers for the ñHoboken styleò of singing 

distinctive to the area. This style of singing is so distinctive that it has been given a place 

in the Library of Congress Local Legacies project. 

 

The City of Hoboken is governed by a Mayor/City Council form of government. 
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Summary of Updates for Chapter Three  

 

The following table provides a description of each section of this chapter, and a summary 

of the changes that have been made to the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2018. 

 

Chapter 3 Section Updates 

Risk Assessment ¶ Expanded the explanation of the Risk 

Assessment  

¶ Added an explanation of each part of the 

Hazard Information 

Natural Hazard  

Severe Thunderstorm  
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Added hail hazard 

¶ Split from Tornadoes into separate hazards 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Winter Storm  
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Flooding 
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Land Use and Development trends updated 

to include municipal NFIP information 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Tornado 
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Split from Windstorms into separate hazards 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Drought 
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Wildfire  
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Earthquake 
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 
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Natural Hazard  

Tropical Cyclone 
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Content revised 

Natural Hazard  

Extreme Temperatures 
¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile 

with new data 

¶ Updated to include Extreme Cold 

temperatures 

¶ Content revised 

Technological Hazard 

Hazardous Materials 
¶ Updated hazard description 

¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile data 

¶ Content revised 

Technological Hazard  

Dam Failure 
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 

Technological Hazard 

Transportation Incident  
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 

Technological Hazard 

Terrorism  
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 

Technological Hazard 

Infrastructure Failure  
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 

Technological Hazard 

Radiological Incident 
¶ Updated hazard description 

¶ Updated and consolidated hazard profile data 

¶ Content revised 

Technological Hazard 

Emergent Infectious Diseases 
¶ New Section ï Not in 2018 Plan 
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Risk Assessment 

Requirement §201.6(c)(2)(i and ii) 

Requirement §201.6(d)(3) 

 

The Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee conducted a comprehensive 

Threat and Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (THIRA) for Brantley County and 

all municipalities. This assessment developed the hazard basis for this plan. The assessment 

includes the following components for each hazard: 

1. Hazard Identification: The Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Planning 

Committee identified nine natural hazards and seven technological hazards for this Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. This is an increase of two natural hazards and four technological hazards 

from the previous iteration of the plan. Each hazard was identified using statistical data and 

records from a variety of sources. The list of hazards is based upon frequency, severity of 

impact, probability, potential losses, and vulnerability. 

 

2. Hazard Description: Each hazard was described in detail. Many hazard 

descriptions came from the Georgia Hazard Mitigation Plan since many of the hazards that 

could impact the state could also potentially impact Brantley County.  

 

3. Profile of Hazards: Each hazard was profiled as to how it could potentially impact 

Brantley County.  

 

4. Assets Exposed to the Hazard: The plan considers critical facilities and 

infrastructure as part of the vulnerability assessment. This assessment determines the 

vulnerability of the municipalities and attempts to identify the populations most vulnerable 

to each hazard, although many have potential countywide impacts. 

 

5. Estimated Potential Losses: Using critical facility and past history data, an 

estimation of potential losses due to a particular hazard event were determined. 

 

6. Land Use and Development Trends: Land use trends were considered when 

determining the potential future impacts of each hazard. This is of importance regarding 

flooding and dam failure events. 

 

7. Multi-Jurisdictional Concerns: Each jurisdiction was considered when determining 

the potential hazard impact. 

 

At the second meeting of the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee, 

the attendees participated in a risk assessment of hazard for Brantley County. This risk 

assessment was based upon two primary factors: 1. How likely is a hazard to occur; 2. How 

prepared the committee meeting participants felt the community was for each hazard. This 

risk assessment relied on the committee meeting attendees to identify the hazards and then 
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rank them by those two factors. As a result, the risk assessment could be skewed by the 

meeting participants, recency bias, and/or how the hazard would directly impact the 

organizations represented at this meeting. After additional discussion with the Brantley 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update committee at future meetings, the hazards in this 

chapter were the agreed upon list. Several of the hazards identified by the committee 

members were consolidated into expanded hazard descriptions.  
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Natural Hazard:  Severe Thunderstorm 

 

Hazard Description 

This section provides general and historical information about thunderstorms, including 

high wind, lightning, and hail. Other elements of thunderstorms, such as tornadoes and 

flooding, are addressed in their own sections.  

Thunderstorms are formed when moist air near the earthôs surface is forced upward through 

some catalyst (convection or frontal system). As the moist air rises, the air condenses to 

form clouds. Because condensation is a warming process, the cloud continues to expand 

upward. When the initial updraft is halted by the upper troposphere, both the anvil shape 

and a downdraft form. This system of up-drafting and down-drafting air columns is termed 

a ñcell.ò  

As the process of updrafts and downdrafts feeds the cell, the interior particulates of the 

cloud collide and combine to form rain and hail, which falls when the formations are heavy 

enough to push through the updraft. The collision of water and ice particles within the 

cloud creates a large electrical field that must discharge to reduce charge separation. This 

discharge is the lightning that occurs from cloud to ground or cloud to cloud in the 

thunderstorm cell. In the final stage of development, the updraft weakens as the downdraft-

driven precipitation continues until the cell dies. 

 
 

Each thunderstorm cell can extend several miles across its base and to reach 40,000 feet in 

altitude. Thunderstorm cells may compound and move abreast to form a squall line of cells, 

extending farther than any individual cellôs potential. 

In terms of temporal characteristics, thunderstorms exhibit no true seasonality in that 

occurrences happen throughout the year. Convectively, driven systems dominate the 

summer while frontal driven systems dominate during the other seasons. The rate of onset 

is rapid in that a single cell endures only 20 minutes. 
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Natural Hazard:  Severe Thunderstorm 

 

However, various cells in different stages of development may form a thunderstorm that 

lasts up to a few hours as it moves across the surface. 

In terms of magnitude, the National Weather Service defines thunderstorms in terms of 

severity as a severe thunderstorm that produces winds greater than 57 mph and/or hail of 

at least 1 inch in diameter and/or a tornado. The National Weather Service chose these 

measures of severity as parameters more capable of producing considerable damage. 

Therefore, these are measures of magnitude that may project intensity. 

Lightning 

Lightning occurs when the difference between the positive and negative charges of the 

upper layers of the cloud and the earthôs surface becomes great enough to overcome the 

resistance of the insulating air. The current flows along the forced conductive path to the 

surface (in cloud to ground lightning) and reaches up to 100 million volts of electrical 

potential. In Georgia, lightning strikes peak in July, with June and August being second 

highest in occurrence. 

Hail 

Hail is a form of precipitation that forms during the updraft and downdraft-driven 

turbulence within the cloud. The hailstones are formed by layers of accumulated ice (with 

more layers creating larger hailstones) that can range from the size of a pea to the size of a 

grapefruit. Hailstones span a variety of shapes but usually take a spherical form. Hailstorms 

mostly endanger cars but have been known to damage aircraft and structures. 

Hazard Profile 

Severe thunderstorms, including high winds, hail, and lightning, are a serious threat to the 

residents and infrastructure of Brantley County. Severe thunderstorms are the most 

frequently occurring natural hazard in Brantley County. Many of these storms include high 

winds, lightning, and hail. Hail up to 2 inches was recorded in Brantley County on several 

occasions, most recently in 2000. Thunderstorm winds of 65 mph have been reported on 

many occasions in Brantley County, with the most recent occurring in 2020. While there 

have been dozens of documented thunderstorm events affecting Brantley County over the 

last 50 years, it is likely that the official number is a low estimate due to poor record 

keeping in decades past. For example, only 3 thunderstorm events were recorded between 

1971 and 1991, likely a vast underestimation of actual events. 

Most of the available information relating to severe thunderstorm events in Brantley 

County fails to describe damage estimates in any detail. With each thunderstorm event, 

there are likely unreported costs related to infrastructure costs, public safety response costs, 

utility repair costs, and personal home and business repair costs. Thunderstorms have 

occurred during all parts of the day and night and in every month in Brantley County. 
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The Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee utilized data from the 

National Climatic Data Center, the National Weather Service, numerous weather-related 

news articles, and the Brantley County LEOP in researching severe thunderstorms and their 

potential impacts on the county. All information has been gathered on a countywide basis. 

All thunderstorm hazard data included for Brantley County is limited to countywide data 

and is not broken down by jurisdiction. 

During the last 50 years, 125 thunderstorm events were recorded in Brantley County, with 

122 of those occurring in the last 30 years. This number includes 34 hail events and only 4 

lightning reports. According to these records, Brantley County has a 1.14% daily chance 

of a thunderstorm event based upon data from the last 30 years. Over the last 10 years, 

Brantley County has averaged 4.2 thunderstorm events per year (42 events). Due to 

improved record keeping protocols, the Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

Committee believes the data from the last ten years provides a more accurate representation 

of the thunderstorm threat to the county. The Brantley County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Update Committee has also determined that the lightning threat is severely under-reported, 

as shown in the NCDC data numbers. For additional historical data, please see Appendix 

D. 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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As indicated by the below graphics, Brantley County averages between 12 and 20 flashes 

of cloud to ground lightning per square mile per year. That equals a 3.3% to 5.5% chance 

of a cloud-to-ground lightning strike on any given day. This shows a much higher 

indication of lightning occurrences than has been reported to the National Weather Service 

and the National Climatic Data Center. It is the determination of the Brantley County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Committee that this data shows a more accurate 

representation of the scope of the threat that lightning poses to the citizens and 

infrastructure of Brantley County. 

 

 
Severe thunderstorm winds, which are defined as winds of at least 58 mph in conjunction 

with a convective event, have occurred with many thunderstorms that have affected 

Brantley County. These winds can exceed 100 mph and cause damage comparable to weak 

tornadoes. Below are two maps that identify the wind risk and the hazard wind score for 

the State of Georgia, including Brantley County. The Hazard Wind Score maps use the 

following scale: 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Municipality # of Thunderstorms Annual Risk 

HOBOKEN 27 100% 

NAHUNTA 22 88% 

COUNTYWIDE/ 

UNINCORPORATED AREA 

84 100% 

 

This Table identifies the number of Thunderstorms for municipalities over the last 25 years 

 

Assets Exposed to the Hazard 

In evaluating assets that are susceptible to severe thunderstorms, the Brantley County 

HMPC determined that all public and private property is at threat by severe thunderstorms, 

including all critical facilities. This is due to the lack of spatially prejudice of severe 

thunderstorm events.  

Estimated Potential Losses 

Estimates of damage for the past events of the last 50 years are over $246,000, or $4,920 

annually. However, all estimated damages reported have occurred over the last 27 years. 

When extrapolated over 28 years, the annual average more than doubles to $9,111. These 

numbers are thought to be a gross underestimation of actual past damages.  

 

Land Use & Development Trends 

Brantley County currently has no land use trends related to Thunderstorms beyond 

continued population growth ï particularly around the City of Nahunta. 

Multi-Jurisdictional Considerations 

Thunderstorm events have occurred across all areas of Brantley County. Crop damage from 

thunderstorm events would likely have the greatest impact in the rural areas of Brantley 

County. However, property damage numbers would be highest in more heavily populated 

areas due to greater population density. Thunderstorms have the potential to impact all 

areas of Brantley County.  
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Hazard Summary 

Thunderstorm events pose one of the greatest threats of property damage, injuries, and loss 

of life in Brantley County. Thunderstorm events are the most frequently occurring weather 

event that threatens Brantley County. As a result, the Brantley County HMPC recommends 

that the mitigation measures identified in this plan for thunderstorms should be 

aggressively pursued due to the frequency of this hazard and the ability for this hazard to 

affect any part of Brantley County. 

Thunderstorm Events Since 2018 in Brantley County 

 

Location  County/Zone  St.  Date  Time  Type  Mag  Dth  Inj  PrD  CrD  

Totals:        0 0 4.00K 0.00K 

HICKOX  BRANTLEY CO. GA 08/02/2018 15:05 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

SCHLATTERVILLE BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/19/2019 10:18 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HOBOKEN  BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/19/2019 10:20 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HORTENSE BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/19/2019 10:50 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HICKOX  BRANTLEY CO. GA 05/12/2019 14:25 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

RAYBON  BRANTLEY CO. GA 02/06/2020 21:13 Thunderstorm Wind 60 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

RAYBON  BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/20/2020 02:27 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HORTENSE BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/20/2020 02:33 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HOBOKEN  BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/23/2020 13:30 Hail 1.75 in. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HOBOKEN  BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/23/2020 13:30 Thunderstorm Wind 60 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HORTENSE BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/23/2020 13:43 Hail 1.00 in. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

WAYNESVILLE  BRANTLEY CO. GA 04/23/2020 13:50 Hail 1.75 in. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

RAYBON  BRANTLEY CO. GA 06/19/2020 22:00 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

HOBOKEN  BRANTLEY CO. GA 06/24/2020 16:45 Thunderstorm Wind 45 kts. EG 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

WAYNESVILLE  BRANTLEY CO. GA 06/24/2020 17:15 Thunderstorm Wind 45 kts. EG 0 0 2.00K 0.00K 

BROWNTOWN BRANTLEY CO. GA 05/12/2021 13:45 Hail 0.88 in. 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

NAHUNTA 
BRANTLEY ARP  BRANTLEY CO. GA 06/12/2021 16:36 Thunderstorm Wind 50 kts. EG 0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Hail&eventType=%28C%29+Lightning&eventType=%28C%29+Thunderstorm+Wind&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=780979
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=815779
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=815780
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=815786
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=819120
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=870730
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878459
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878460
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878972
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878980
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878973
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=878974
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=894328
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=894535
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=894536
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=952879
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=959772
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=959772
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Hazard Description 

Severe winter storms bring the threat of ice and snow. There are many types of frozen 

precipitation that could create a severe winter weather event. Freezing rain consists of super 

cooled falling liquid precipitation freezing on contact with the surface when temperatures 

are below freezing. This results in an ice glazing on exposed surfaces including buildings, 

roads, and power lines. Sleet is easily discernable from freezing rain in that the 

precipitation freezes before hitting the surface. Often this sleet bounces when hitting a 

surface and does not adhere to the surface. However, sleet can compound into enough 

depths to pose some threat to motorists and pedestrians. 

A heavy accumulation of ice, which is often accompanied by high winds, can devastate 

infrastructure and vegetation. Destructiveness in the southern states is often amplified due 

to the lack of preparedness and response measures. Also, the infrastructure was not 

designed to withstand certain severe weather conditions such as weight build-up from snow 

and ice. Often, sidewalks and streets become extremely dangerous to pedestrians and 

motorists. Primary industries, such as farming and fishing, suffer losses through winter 

seasons that produce extreme temperatures and precipitation. 

Within Georgia, the impacts of winter storms are often contained within the northern part 

of the State. However, events like the 1993 ñstorm of the centuryò illustrated the vast 

impacts that one storm can have on the entire state. The winter storms with the greatest 

impacts on Georgia are the result of coastal storms coming up from the Gulf of Mexico, 

including the winter storms in 1973 and 1993. The 1973 storm produced snowfalls of up 

to 19 inches in parts of Central Georgia including the City of Thomaston in Upson County. 

Also, a major ice storm occurred in 2014, bringing up to 1 inch of ice to the eastern portion 

of the State near Augusta. 

Severe winter weather exhibits seasonal qualities in that most occur within the months of 

January to March, with the highest probability of occurrence in February. The rate of onset 

and duration varies from storm to storm, depending on the weather system driving the 

storm. Severe winter weather rarely frequents the State of Georgia. However, the impacts 

of the storms substantiate severe winter weatherôs inclusion in the risk assessment. 

Hazard Profile 

While winter storms are not as frequent of an occurrence in Brantley County as they are in 

areas in the Northern US, they still have the potential to wreak havoc on the community 

when they do occur. Winter storms in Brantley County typically cause drastic damage to 

infrastructure, such as roads, power lines, and bridges. 
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They also can cause damage to private property, businesses, and trees throughout the 

county. The large number of trees in Brantley County can also become a hazard when the 

tree limbs become weighed down with snow and ice and begin to break and fall to the 

ground, potentially damaging private property, public property, or injuring people and 

animals. 

 
Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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During the past twenty-five years, documentation exists for only 1 winter storm event in 

Brantley County, which occurred in January of 2018. No consolidated data can be located 

prior to this timeframe. On average, Brantley County has averaged a winter storm every 25 

years. All winter storm data has been gathered on a countywide basis. For additional 

historical data, please see Appendix D. All winter storm hazard data included for Brantley 

County is limited to countywide data and is not broken down by jurisdiction. 

Individual events of Winter Weather can be drastically different depending on many 

factors, including the duration of the event, the type of precipitation involved, and the depth 

of the precipitation. Winter Storm events can be a light dusting of snow, ¼ inch of ice, or 

over a foot of snow. During the 1973 snow event, parts of Brantley County reported up to 

5 inches of snow and all areas received at least 2 inches of snow. Ice event are another type 

of winter storm that has impacted Brantley County in the past. These types of winter storms 

can be particularly crippling due to the increased threat of tree falls related to the weight of 

accumulated ice and subsequent utility infrastructure failure.  

 

   

Source: 2014 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy (most up-to-date version) 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Assets Exposed to the Hazard 

Since winter storms are indiscriminate regarding location, the Brantley County HMPC 

determined that all public and private property, including all critical infrastructure, are 

susceptible to impacts from winter storms.  

Estimated Potential Losses 

Total estimated losses for winter storm events of the last 50 years are not available due to 

a lack of appropriate data.  

Land Use & Development Trends 

 Brantley County currently has no land use trends related to Winter Storms beyond 

continued population growth ï particularly around the City of Nahunta.  

Multi-Jurisdictional Considerations 

All portions of Brantley County could potentially be impacted by a winter storm, including 

freezing rain, sleet, and snow. Therefore, all mitigation actions identified regarding winter 

storms should be pursued on a countywide basis and including all municipalities. 

Hazard Summary 

Winter storms, which can include freezing rain, sleet, or snow, typically afford 

communities some advance warning, which is different from many other severe weather 

phenomena. The National Weather Service issues winter storm watches, advisories, and 

warnings as much as a day before the stormôs impacts begin. Unfortunately, communities 

in the Southern United States are not equipped to handle winter storms due to their relative 

infrequent nature. Oftentimes, communities can face severe impact from these storms. The 

Brantley County HMPC recognizes the potential threats winter storms could have on the 

community and have identified specific mitigation actions as a result.  

Winter Storm Events since 2018 in Brantley County 

 

Location  County/Zone  St.  Date  Time  Type  Mag  Dth  Inj  PrD  CrD  

BRANTLEY (ZONE)  BRANTLEY (ZONE) GA 01/03/2018 06:10 Winter Storm  0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

 

 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28Z%29+Blizzard&eventType=%28Z%29+Heavy+Snow&eventType=%28Z%29+Ice+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Storm&eventType=%28Z%29+Winter+Weather&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=1971&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=726413
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Requirement §201.6(c)(2)(ii) 

Requirement §201.6(c)(3)(ii) 

 

Hazard Description 

Flooding is a temporary overflow of water on normally dry lands adjacent to the source of 

water, such as a river, stream, or lake. The causes of flooding include mass sources of 

precipitation, such as tropical cyclones, frontal systems, and isolated thunderstorms 

combined with other environmental variables, such as changes to the physical environment, 

topography, ground saturation, soil types, basin size, drainage patterns, and vegetative 

cover.  Adverse impacts may include structural damages, temporary backwater effects in 

sewers and drainage systems, death of livestock, agricultural crop loss, loss of egress and 

access to critical facilities due to roads being washed-out or over-topped and unsanitary 

conditions by deposition of materials during recession of the floodwaters.  

Floods are loosely classified as either coastal or riverine. Coastal flooding occurs when 

normally dry, low-lying land is flooded by sea water. Coastal flooding is usually associated 

with tropical cyclones in Georgia. Riverine flooding occurs from inland water bodies such 

as streams and rivers. Riverine flooding is often classified based on rate of onset. The first 

is slow to build, peak, and recede, often allowing enough time for evacuations. The other 

type of riverine flood is referred to as a ñflashò flood, which rapidly peaks and recedes, 

thus giving insufficient time for evacuations. Flash floods are typically considered the most 

dangerous of these types.  

On a broad scale, flooding can occur around any body of water or low-lying surface given 

enough precipitation or snowmelt. The spatial extent of the flooding event depends on the 

amount of water overflow but can usually be mapped because of existing floodplains (areas 

already prone to flooding).  

Flooding in Georgia is highly dependent on precipitation amounts and is highly variable. 

Certain seasons are more prone to flooding to a greater likelihood of excessive 

precipitation. Typically, the wet seasons are during the winter, early spring, and 

midsummer. Late spring and fall are usually drier seasons. 

Hazard Profile 

The Brantley County HMPC researched flooding information for the last fifty years. The 

main sources of information used by the Brantley County HMPC came from the National 

Climatic Data Center, the Brantley County Emergency Operations Plan, and news media 

sources. It was determined that flooding has caused significant damage on many occasions 

over the last 20 years. 

 

One significant flooding event that affected Brantley County occurred in 1998. This event 

caused over $25,000 in reported damages according to the National Climactic Data Center.  
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However, this is likely a gross underestimation of total damage costs. Most of the damaged 

homes were along the Satilla River.  

 

While data was collected for the entire 50-year timeframe, little information was available 

regarding flood events over that period, possibly due to poor record keeping. All flood data 

was gathered on a countywide basis. 

 

Flood events within Brantley County are typically associated with areas of special flood 

hazard as identified on Flood Rate Insurance Maps (FIRMs) published by FEMA. 

Relatively little information is available regarding flooding damage estimates. However, 

with each flooding event, it is likely that significant costs arose related to road repair, 

infrastructure repair, and public safety response operations. Most of the flood damage in 

Brantley Countyôs history appears to be related to roads and culverts washing out because 

of flood waters. All flooding hazard data included for Brantley County is limited to 

countywide data and is not broken down by jurisdiction. 

 

Brantley County has one flood gage that provides information on potential impacted areas 

from floodwaters. This flood gage is located on the Satilla River at Atkinson. At this gage,  

flood stage is reached at 13 feet, which would lead to flooding at Warnerôs Landing, Lewis 

Landing, and along secondary road around the Campgrounds. At 14 feet, floodwaters 

would cover River Rock Road. At 21 feet, several homes around the campground would 

be inundated with 2 feet or more of water. This river gage has a high mark of 27.2 feet in 

September of 1929. The record for the last 50 years occurred in 2009 when this gage 

registered a water level of 22.89 feet.  

 

The City of Nahunta has several areas that could see direct flood impacts during a 100-year 

flood event.  Flooding impact in these areas are from spillover from the Satilla River, which 

would flow many miles south on both sides of US Highway 301. Many homes on Knox 

Street, Jacobs Street, Smith Road, Roberts Street, Florida Avenue, Michelizzi Street, and 

Morgan Street extension could see up to 6 inches of water in a 100-year flood event. 

Additionally, one home on Highway 82 could potentially be affected by flood waters, as 

well. The most devastating effect of a 100-year flood event on Nahunta would be the 

potential for the city to be cut off from all surrounding areas. 

 

For the City of Hoboken, most flooding is limited to periphery areas of the jurisdiction near 

Big Branch. However, homes on Azalea Drive and Burton Blvd would be blocked in a 

100-year flood event. Commercial properties on the north side of Twilly Lake would be 

the most likely to see these impacts. 

 

There are 7 documented flood events over the last 50 years. Based on the 50-year record, 

it can be inferred that such an event is likely to occur every 7.1 years in Brantley County. 

This relates to a 14% chance of a flood event occurring in a given year. However, all  
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identified flood events have occurred over the last 23 years. When extrapolated over 25 

years, Brantley County has averaged a flood every 3.28 and has a 30.4% annual chance of 

a flood event occurring.  

 

For additional historical data, please see Appendix D.  

Assets Exposed to the Hazard 

To evaluate the assets that would potentially be impacted by flooding, the Brantley County 

HMPC attempted to identify known structures within, or close to, the 100-year floodplain. 

There are approximately 268 buildings identified in the flood plain. 

 

Municipality # of Flood Events Annual Risk 

HOBOKEN 4 16% 

NAHUNTA 5 20% 

COUNTYWIDE/ 

UNINCORPORATED AREA 

6 24% 

 
The above information is for the last 25 years. 

 

Estimated Potential Losses 

The flooding events in Brantley County over the last 50 years have led to over $25,000 in 

damages. Extrapolated over 50 years, this results in an annual average of $500 per year. 

However, all reported damages have occurred in the last 25 years. As a result, the average 

over the last 25 years is $1,000 annually. These estimations are believed to be a gross 

underestimation of both prior and potential damages from flood events.  Based upon the 

estimations from the 2022 Brantley County HAZUS Report, a flood equivalent to the 1% 

riverine flood levels could result in estimated losses of more than $8 million (268 

buildings). However, it is possible that some areas may not experience total losses while 

others may be inundated with flood water who are not designated in the 1% riverine flood 

areas. 

Land Use & Development Trends 

Brantley County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and follows 

the programôs guidelines to ensure future development is carried out in the best interests of 

the public. The County (CID No. 130012) first entered the NFIP on September 30, 1988. 

According to the NFIP guidelines, the County has executed a Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance. This ordinance attempts to minimize the loss of human life and health as well 

as minimize public and private property losses due to flooding. The ordinance requires 
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any potential flood damage be evaluated at the time of initial construction and that certain 

uses be restricted or prohibited based on this evaluation. The ordinance also requires that 

potential homebuyers be notified that a property is located in a flood area. In addition, all 

construction must adhere to the Georgia State Minimum Standard Codes and the 

International Building Codes. Currently, the Brantley County municipalities of Hoboken 

and Nahunta also participate in NFIP through the application of appropriate NFIP-

compliant ordinances and regulations.  

 

There are no repetitive loss residential properties identified in Brantley County. 

 

 
Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Multi-Jurisdictional Considerations 

During a large-scale flood event, many portions of Brantley County would potentially be 

impacted by flooding. However, the areaôs most prone to flooding have historically been 

those areas located within the 100-year floodplain ï particularly those areas along Buffalo 

Creek, Big Branch, Big Creek, and the Satilla River and their tributaries and distributaries. 

All of Brantley County, including all municipalities, could potentially be impacted.  

 
Source: 2022 Brantley County HAZUS Report 

 

Hazard Summary 

Flooding has the potential to inflict significant damage within Brantley County, 

particularly along Buffalo Creek, Big Branch, Big Creek, and the Satilla River and their 

tributaries and distributaries. Mitigation of flood damage requires the community to be 

aware of flood-prone areas, including roads, bridges, and critical facilities. The Brantley 

County HMPC identified flooding as a hazard requiring mitigation measures and identified 

specific goals, objectives, and action items they deemed necessary to lessen the impact of 

flooding for their communities.  

 

Flood Events in Brantley County since 2018 

Location  County/Zone  St.  Date  Time  T.Z. Type  Mag  Dth  Inj  PrD  CrD  

NAHUNTA BRANTLEY ARP  BRANTLEY CO. GA 12/03/2018 12:44 EST-5 Flood  0 0 0.00K 0.00K 

  

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=%28C%29+Flash+Flood&eventType=%28Z%29+Flood&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2018&endDate_mm=07&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2021&county=BRANTLEY%3A25&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=13%2CGEORGIA
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/eventdetails.jsp?id=791762
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Brantley County 
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Hoboken 

 

 
 

Nahunta 

 

 
 

Note: All ñlight blueò shaded areas indicate the extent of the 100-year (or 1% annual) flood risk 

All Flood Maps are from the Georgia DFIRM Flood Map Program 
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Satilla River at Atkinson 

 

 
Source: National Weather Service 

 

  
Source: Georgia DFIRM Flood Map Program 
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Hazard Description 

A tornado is a violently rotating column of air (seen only when containing condensation, 

dust, or debris) that is in contact with the surface of the ground. Exceptionally large 

tornadoes may not exhibit the classic ñfunnelò shape, but may appear as a large, turbulent 

cloud near the ground or a large rain shaft. Destructive because of strong winds and 

windborne debris, tornadoes can topple buildings, roll mobile homes, uproot vegetation, 

and launch objects hundreds of yards.  

Most significant tornadoes (excluding some weak tornadoes and waterspouts) stem from 

the right rear quadrant of large thunderstorm systems where the circulation develops 

between 15,000 and 30,000 feet. As circulation develops, a funnel cloud, a rotating air 

column aloft, or tornado descends to the surface. These tornadoes are typically stronger 

and longer-lived. The weaker, shorter-lived tornadoes can develop along the leading edge 

of a singular thunderstorm. Although tornadoes can occur in most locations, most of the 

tornado activity in the United States in the Midwest and Southeast. Tornadoes can occur 

anywhere within the State of Georgia.  

In terms of the continuum of area of impact for hazard events, tornadoes are fairly isolated. 

Typically ranging from a few hundred to one or two miles across, tornadoes affect far less 

area than larger meteorological events such as tropical cyclones, winter storms and severe 

weather events. An exact season does not exist for tornadoes. However, most occur 

between early spring to mid-summer (February-June). The rate of onset of tornado events 

is rapid. Typically, the appearance of the first signs of the tornado is the descending funnel 

cloud. This sign may be only minutes from the peak of the event, giving those in danger 

minimal sheltering time. However, meteorological warning systems attempt to afford those 

in danger more time to shelter. The frequency of specific tornado intensities is 

undetermined because no pattern seems to exist in occurrence. Finally, the duration of 

tornado events ranges from the few minutes of impact on a certain location to the actual 

tornado lasting up to a few hours.  

Tornadoes are measured after the occurrence using the subjective intensity measures. The 

Enhanced Fujita Scale describes the damage and then gives estimates of magnitude of peak 

3-second gusts in miles per hour.  

Hazard Profile 

All areas within Brantley County are vulnerable to the threat of a tornado. Due to the 

indiscriminate and unpredictable nature of tornadoes, there is no reliable method to 

determine where or when a tornado will strike. There have been 6 documented tornadoes 

in the last 50 years in Brantley County. It is likely that other tornadoes have occurred within 

this timeframe, but available records are limited in nature. 
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Based on the 50-year information available for Brantley County, a tornado occurs every 

8.3 years. On an annual basis, Brantley County has a 12% chance of being impacted from 

a tornado event. When only the last twenty years are considered, the likelihood of a tornado 

affecting Brantley County increases to 20% (4 tornadoes since 2001).  

 

 
Source: International Code Council 
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Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Individual tornado events can cause extreme damage to an area. This holds true for 

Brantley County, as well. The strongest and costliest documented tornado to impact 

Brantley County was an F1 in 1990. This storm caused damage in northern Brantley 

County near Hortense and caused over $250,000 in damages. The tornado produced winds 

up to 140 mph and was ½ mile wide through parts of Brantley County. An additional F1 

tornado in 2005 caused damage in Hoboken. During this storm, 9 homes received major 

damage and an additional 40 homes received minor damage. Total cost estimations for this 

tornado are not available. For additional historical data, please see Appendix D. All tornado 

hazard data included for Brantley County is limited to countywide data and is not broken 

down by jurisdiction. 

 

Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Assets Exposed to the Hazard 

In evaluating assets that are susceptible to tornadoes, the Brantley County HMPC 

determined that all public and private property is threatened by tornadoes, including all 

critical facilities. This is due to the lack of spatial prejudice of tornadoes.  

Estimated Potential Losses 

Estimates of damage for the past events of the last 50 years are over $275,000, or $5,500 

annually. However, singular events can cause a significant impact in the amount of losses. 

Documented damage estimates for tornado events in Brantley County have varied wildly 

depending on what was damaged.  

 

Within the 2022 Brantley County HAZUS report, a theoretical tornado path for an EF3 was 

identified that would inflict maximum damage. HAZUS estimated that this theoretical 

tornado would cause damage to approximately 240 buildings and result in losses more than 

$17 million with the City of Nahunta suffering the greatest economic impacts. 

 

 
Source: 2022 Brantley County HAZUS Report 

 

Land Use & Development Trends 

Brantley County main land use trend related to Tornadoes involves continued population 

growth ï particularly around the City of Nahunta.  
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Multi-Jurisdictional Considerations 

All portions of Brantley County could potentially be impacted by a tornado due to the 

indiscriminate nature of tornadic events. Therefore, all mitigation actions identified 

regarding tornadoes should be pursued on a countywide basis and included all 

municipalities.  

 
Source: 2019-2024 State of Georgia Hazard Mitigation Strategy and Enhanced Plan 
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Hazard Summary 

Brantley County remains at risk to potential damage from tornadoes, especially considering 

the average of one tornado every 8.3 years over the last 50 years. Should a tornado strike 

in densely populated areas of the county, significant damage or loss of life could occur. 

Due to the destructive power of tornadoes, it is essential that the mitigation measures 

identified in this plan regarding tornado activity receive full consideration. 

There have been no documented tornadoes since the adoption of the 2018 Brantley 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
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Hazard Description 

Drought is a normal, recurrent feature of climate consisting of a deficiency of precipitation 

over an extended period (usually a season or more). This deficiency results in a water 

shortage for some social or environmental sector. Drought should be judged relative to 

some long-term average condition of balance between precipitation and evapotranspiration 

in a particular area that is considered ñnormal.ò  Drought should not be viewed as only a 

natural hazard because the demand people place on water supply affects perceptions of 

drought conditions. From limited water supplies in urban areas to insufficient water for 

farmland, the impacts of drought are vast. 

Droughts occur in virtually every climatic zone and on every continent. Because the 

impacts of drought conditions are largely dependent on the human activity in the area, the 

spatial extent of droughts can span a few counties to an entire country.  

Temporal characteristics of droughts are drastically different from other hazards due to the 

possibility of extremely lengthy durations as well as a sluggish rate of onset. Drought 

conditions may endure for years or even decades. This factor implicates drought as having 

a high potential to cause devastation on a given area. The duration characteristic of 

droughts is so important that droughts are classified in terms of length of impact. Droughts 

lasting 1 to 3 months are considered short term, while droughts lasting 4 to 6 months are 

considered intermediate and droughts lasting longer than 6 months are long term. With the 

slow rate of onset, most populations have some inkling that drought conditions are 

increasingly present. However, barring drastic response measures, most only have to adapt 

to the changing environment.  

Seasonality has no general impact on droughts in terms of calendar seasons. However, 

ñwetò and ñdryò seasons obviously determine the severity of drought conditions. In other 

words, areas are less susceptible to drought conditions if the area is experiencing a wet 

season. The frequency of droughts is undetermined, because the hazard spans such a long 

period of time. However, climatologists track periods of high and low moisture content 

similarly to the tracking of cooling and warming periods. 

Hazard Profile 

The Brantley County HMPC reviewed data for the last 50 years regarding drought 

conditions. Historically, agricultural losses have accounted for the vast amount of losses 

related to drought conditions. Due to poor record keeping and the unpredictable nature of 

drought conditions, reliability of historical data for the last 50 years is low. Brantley County 

has been impacted by 11 drought events in the last 25 years, according to data from the 

National Climatic Data Center. This amounts to a 44% chance of a drought for a given year 

over the last 25 years. The economic impact of these droughts, including crop damage, is 

not available.  
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All drought hazard data included for Brantley County is limited to countywide data and is 

not broken down by jurisdiction. 

 
 

There have been two recent examples of ñexceptionalò drought events affecting Brantley 

County. These events occurred in 2011 and 2012. Both events reached the D4 (Exceptional 

Drought) designation, according to data from the United States Drought Monitor. Below 

are maps of these two events. 

 

 

 
Source: USDA Drought Monitor ï University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
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Source: USDA Drought Monitor ï University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 

Events of this extent can cause water shortages for residential and corporate needs, as well 

as affecting the ability for firefighting operations to be properly effective. Drought 

conditions of this extent can have devastating effects on the local agricultural industries, 

which has occurred in previous D4 level droughts.  

 

Assets Exposed to the Hazard 

While drought conditions do not typically pose a direct threat to structures, secondary 

hazards from drought such as increased wildfire threat, does pose a significant threat to all 

public and private property in Brantley County, including all critical facilities. Water 

resources could also become scarce during a drought, a condition that would potentially 

affect all Brantley County residences and critical facilities.  

Estimated Potential Losses 

No damage to structures or critical facilities is expected as a direct result of drought 

conditions. However, crop damage and subsequent losses can be expected to occur because 

of drought conditions. The degree of losses would depend on the duration of the drought, 

severity of the drought, temperatures during the drought, season in which the drought 

occurs, and the specific needs of the involved crops. Water system shortages and need for 

supply assistance for those systems could also lead to economic losses associated with the 

drought.  
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According to the 2017 Agriculture Census data, Brantley Countyôs market value of 

products sold was $21,650,000.  

 
Source: United States Drought Monitor (University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

 
Source: National Center for Environmental Information 


