
What is in this Guide …… 

 

Raptors (not including owls)   
     Turkey Vultures and Eagles – p. 2 
 Turkey Vulture – p. 7 
 Bald Eagle – p. 17 

Black Vulture – p. 22  

 
     Osprey – p. 28  

 
     Hawks – p. 40  
 Buteos – p. 41 
  Red-tailed Hawk – p. 42  
  Red-shouldered Hawk – p. 49  
  Broad-winged Hawk – p. 54 
  Swainson’s Hawk –p. 63 
 
 Accipiters – p. 71  
  Cooper’s Hawk – p. 72 
  Sharp-shinned Hawk – p. 75 
 
     Harrier and Kite – p. 80 
 Northern Harrier – p. 80 
 Mississippi Kite – p. 84 

 
     Falcons – p. 87  
 American Kestrel – p. 87 
 Peregrine Falcon – p. 90  
 

     Comparing the Sizes of Male and Female  
          Raptors – p.94 
 
     Other Birds Can be Confused with Bald  
          Eagles, Vultures, and Hawks – p. 95 
      

 

Owls and Nightjars – p. 97 
     Owls – p. 97 
 Great Horned Owl – p. 102 
 Barred Owl – p. 107  
 Eastern/Western Screech Owl – p. 112  
 American Barn Owl – p. 118 
 Snowy Owl – p. 121 
 Burrowing Owl – p. 125 
 Northern Saw-whet Owl - p. 130 

 
     Nightjars – p. 134 
 Eastern Whip-poor-will – p. 138 
 Common Nighthawk – p. 141 
 
 

Charts Comparing Similar Birds 

Similar Soaring Birds:  Vultures and Eagles –p.15 

Comparing Ospreys to Adult and Juvenile Bald 
     Eagles – p. 32 

Similar birds (not Buteos) to the Broad-winged  
     Hawk – p. 59 

Comparing Swainson’s Hawk with male and  
     female Northern Harriers – p. 67 

Red-tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk,  
     Swainson’s Hawk, and Broad-winged  
     Hawk – p. 68 and 70 

Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned Hawk – p. 78 

Mississippi Kite, Northern Mockingbird, and  
     Loggerheaded shrike – p.86 

 
Information Boxes on Related Topics 
What about the Golden Eagle?  P. 4 

Kettles p. 8 and 56 

Cars as Blinds Instead of Lethal Weapons – p. 9 

Do Birds Have a Sense of Smell? – p. 11 

Brood Patch – p. 12 and 58 

Do Bald Eagles prey on dogs and cats?  P.19 

Buzzard vs. Vulture – p. 24 

Field Guides – p. 35 

Divisions of hawks – p. 40 

What is a Morph?  What is a subspecies? – p. 41 

Eyesight – p. 43  

Subspecies of Red-tailed Hawks – p 45 

Red-shouldered Hawk Subspecies – 50 

Broad-winged Hawk Morphs – p. 55 



The Most Handsome of All Hawk Eggs – p. 76 

Population of Sharp-shinned Hawk – p. 77 

What is a facial disc?  p. 81 

Mobbing – p. 99-100 

A Great Horned Owl Can Break Your Heart - p. 
     104 

Those two ‘ears’ on top of the head … if they  
     aren’t the actual ears then what are they?  
     And where are the real ears? – p. 105 

The Barred Owl and the Spotted Owl – p. 110 

Species, subspecies, and morphs od Screech- 
     Owl – p.112 

Irruptions – p. 124 

What are ground squirrels? p. 128 

Florida Burrowing Owls – p. 129 

Are nightjars songbirds/passerines? p. 134 

What are rictal bristles?  P. 135 

Using light to attract nightjars p. 136 

What is the difference between first light and  
     sunrise?  Between sunset and last light? –  
     p.140 

City Nighthawks – p. 144 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


