ACTS: THE ASCENDED KING
WHERE WE LEFT OFF (SUNDAY)
· JESUS HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD
· HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES
· HE GAVE THEM INSTRUCTIONS
· HE TOLD THEM TO WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER
THEN… SOMETHING HAPPENED.
THE ASCENSION OF JESUS
ACTS 1:9–11 - “AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, AS THEY WERE LOOKING ON, HE WAS LIFTED UP, AND A CLOUD TOOK HIM OUT OF THEIR SIGHT. AND WHILE THEY WERE GAZING INTO HEAVEN AS HE WENT, BEHOLD, TWO MEN STOOD BY THEM IN WHITE ROBES, AND SAID, ‘MEN OF GALILEE, WHY DO YOU STAND LOOKING INTO HEAVEN? THIS JESUS, WHO WAS TAKEN UP FROM YOU INTO HEAVEN, WILL COME IN THE SAME WAY AS YOU SAW HIM GO INTO HEAVEN.’”
WHAT DO WE SEE?
· JESUS IS LIFTED UP
· A CLOUD RECEIVES HIM
· THE DISCIPLES ARE WATCHING
QUESTIONS:
· IT JUST LOOKS LIKE JESUS IS LEAVING… BUT WHY?
· WHERE WAS HE GOING?
· WHAT WAS HE DOING?
· WHY DID HE NEED TO LEAVE?
· WHY HAS HE BEEN GONE SO LONG?
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN HEAVEN AS JESUS ASCENDS?
· THE BIBLE ACTUALLY SHOWS US…
THE SAME SCENE—FROM HEAVEN’S PERSPECTIVE
DANIEL 7:13–14 - “I SAW IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND BEHOLD, WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN THERE CAME ONE LIKE A SON OF MAN, AND HE CAME TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS AND WAS PRESENTED BEFORE HIM. AND TO HIM WAS GIVEN DOMINION AND GLORY AND A KINGDOM, THAT ALL PEOPLES, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES SHOULD SERVE HIM; HIS DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION, WHICH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY, AND HIS KINGDOM ONE THAT SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED.”
· WHAT DIRECTION IS JESUS TRAVELING… TO OR FROM HEAVEN?
· THIS SCRIPTURE IS OFTEN USED TO DESCRIBE THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS, AND YET HERE IT CLEARLY SAYS THAT IN THIS PASSAGE, JESUS WAS COMING TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS.
KEY TRUTH
· WHAT THE DISCIPLES SAW AS JESUS GOING UP… DANIEL SHOWS US AS JESUS ARRIVING BEFORE THE FATHER.  THE ASCENSION IS NOT JUST DEPARTURE… IT IS CORONATION.
· JESUS IS BEING ENTHRONED… HE IS BEING GIVEN 
· DOMINION, GLORY, AND A KINGDOM
JESUS PRAYED FOR THIS MOMENT
JOHN 17:5 - “AND NOW, FATHER, GLORIFY ME IN YOUR OWN PRESENCE WITH THE GLORY THAT I HAD WITH YOU BEFORE THE WORLD EXISTED.”
· JESUS HAD ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS WAS THE POINT…
· HE KNEW WHO HE WAS… AND WHAT HIS PURPOSE WAS… THIS WAS PROMISED LONG AGO
2 SAMUEL 7:12–13 - “WHEN YOUR DAYS ARE FULFILLED AND YOU LIE DOWN WITH YOUR FATHERS, I WILL RAISE UP YOUR OFFSPRING AFTER YOU... HE SHALL BUILD A HOUSE FOR MY NAME, AND I WILL ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER.”
· GOD PROMISED DAVID AN OFFSPRING TO SIT ON DAVID’S THRONE…
· AND HIS THRONE AND KINGDOM WOULD BE ESTABLISHED AS AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION
· JESUS IS THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S PROMISE TO DAVID
· DANIEL 7 SHOWS THE MOMENT WHEN JESUS IS GIVEN THE THRONE
JESUS TOLD THEM THIS WOULD HAPPEN
JOHN 16:7 – “NEVERTHELESS, I TELL YOU THE TRUTH: IT IS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE THAT I GO AWAY, FOR IF I DO NOT GO AWAY, THE HELPER WILL NOT COME TO YOU. BUT IF I GO, I WILL SEND HIM TO YOU.” - 
· THE SPIRIT COMES BECAUSE THE SON REIGNS.
THE AUTHORITY OF THE RISEN CHRIST
MATTHEW 28:18–20 - “AND JESUS CAME AND SAID TO THEM, ‘ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME. GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS...’”
· AT THIS POINT, JESUS HAD ALREADY PURCHASED REDEMPTION FOR HIS PEOPLE
· HE HAD DEFEATED SIN AND DEATH
· HE HAD WON THE KINGDOM, THE AUTHORITY, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY
· BUT HE HAD YET TO BE CROWNED…
· HE IS THE KING… AND BECAUSE HE REIGNS… WE OBEY AND GO...
ANOTHER PASSAGE SHOWING THE FINISHED WORK AND THE THRONE
HEBREWS 1:3–4 - “HE IS THE RADIANCE OF THE GLORY OF GOD... AFTER MAKING PURIFICATION FOR SINS, HE SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTY ON HIGH...”
A QUESTION WE HAVE TO ASK:
· IF JESUS IS REIGNING NOW, WHY DOES THE WORLD STILL FEEL BROKEN?
· WHY DOES SATAN STILL SEEM ACTIVE?
· HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND CHRIST’S REIGN AT GROUND LEVEL IN DAILY LIFE?
TWO HUMANITIES, TWO REALITIES
(WE READ THIS ON EASTER)
1 CORINTHIANS 15:22 – ‘IN AS IN ADAM ALL DIE, SO ALSO IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE.
ROMANS 5:19 – ‘BY THE ONE MAN’S DISOBEDIENCE THE MANY WERE MADE SINNERS, SO BY THE ONE MAN’S OBEDIENCE THE MANY WILL BE MADE RIGHTEOUS.’
· SCRIPTURE SHOWS US TWO REPRESENTATIVE HEADS OF HUMANITY: ADAM AND CHRIST
· UNDER ADAM CAME SIN, DEATH, BONDAGE, AND CONDEMNATION
· UNDER CHRIST, THE SECOND ADAM, COMES RIGHTEOUSNESS, LIFE, AND NEW HUMANITY
· WHERE THE FIRST ADAM FAILED, THE SECOND ADAM PREVAILED.
THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS:
2 CORINTHIANS 4:4 – “IN THEIR CASE, THE GOD OF THIS WORLD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS…”
· HERE THE BIBLE CALLS SATAN, ‘THE GOD OF THIS WORLD…’
· HE RULES THROUGH DECEPTION, DARKNESS, AND DEATH
· HIS ONLY LEVERAGE OVER US IS OUR SIN
· HIS RULE IS NOT RIGHTFUL.  IT IS USURPED AUTHORITY OVER THOSE STILL IN ADAM
· THIS HELPS US UNDERSTAND WHY SATAN IS STILL ACTIVE
WHAT CHRIST ACCOMPLISHED:
· HEBREWS 2:14-15 – “SINCE THEREFORE THE CHILDREN SHARE IN FLESH AND BLOOD, HE HIMSELF LIKEWISE PARTOOK OF THE SAME THINGS, THAT THROUGH DEATH HE MIGHT DESTROY THE ONE WHO HAS THE POWER OF DEATH, THAT IS, THE DEVIL.” 
· COLOSSIANS 2:15 – ‘HE DISARMED THE RULERS AND AUTHORITIES AND PUT THEM TO OPEN SHAME, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN HIM.’
· JESUS ENTERED OUR HUMANITY, BORE SIN IN HIS FLESH AND BROKE THE LEGAL CLAIM OF DEATH OVER HIS PEOPLE
· IN CHRIST… THE NEW HUMANITY HAS BEGUN
TWO KINGDOMS… FOR NOW…
· COLOSSIANS 1:13-14 – ‘HE HAS DELIVERED US FROM THE DOMAIN OF DARKNESS AND TRANSFERRED US TO THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON, IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.’
· 1 PETER 5:8 – ‘THE DEVIL STILL PROWLS AROUND LIKE A ROARING LION, SEEKING SOMEONE TO DEVOUR.’
· THERE IS STILL A ‘DOMAIN’ OF DARKNESS TODAY BECAUSE MANY ARE STILL UNDER THE SIN OF ADAM, AND THE LEGAL CLAIM OF DEATH
· BUT THOSE IN CHRIST HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED INTO ANOTHER KINGDOM
· SATAN IS STILL WORKING, BUT HE CAN NO LONGER RULE THOSE WHO BELONG TO CHRIST

WHAT IS JESUS DOING RIGHT NOW?
· HEBREWS 1:3 – ‘HE IS THE RADIANCE OF THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE EXACT IMPRINT OF HIS NATURE, AND HE UPHOLDS THE UNIVERSE BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER.  AFTER MAKING PURIFICATION FOR SINS, HE SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTY ON HIGH…’
· HEBREWS 7:25 – ‘CONSEQUENTLY HE IS ABLE TO SAVE TO THE UTTERMOST THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR TO GOD THROUGH HIM, SINCE HE ALWAYS LIVES TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM.’
A GLIMPSE INTO HEAVEN: STEPHEN THE FIRST MARTYR SEES JESUS
· ACTS 7:55-56 – ‘BUT HE, FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, GAZED INTO HEAVEN AND SAW THE GLORY OF GOD, AND JESUS STANDING STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.
WHAT IS JESUS DOING RIGHT NOW?
· HE IS REIGNING UPON HIS THRONE
· HE IS INTERCEDING FOR HIS SAINTS
· HE IS NOT ABSENT, BUT ACTIVE FROM HIS THRONE
· JESUS IS PLUNDERING DARKNESS…
THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST PLUNDERING DARKNESS
· MATTHEW 12:29 – ‘OR HOW CAN SOMEONE ENTER A STRONG MAN’S HOUSE AND PLUNDER HIS GOODS UNLESS HE FIRST BINDS THE STRONG MAN?’
· SATAN MAY BE THE GOD OF THIS WORLD, BUT JESUS HAS ALREADY DEFEATED HIM.
· HE’S A DEFEATED AND BOUND FOE, AND JESUS IS PLUNDERING ‘HIS GOODS’ (THOSE SOULS WHO FORMERLY BELONGED TO HIM.)
· THERE’S NOTHING HE CAN DO ABOUT IT.
· THE PRESENT AGE IS THE AGE OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM PLUNDERING THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS
· EVERY PERSON WHO IS SAVED BY CHRIST IS ONE MORE RESCUED FROM THAT KINGDOM
WHY HAS JESUS NOT YET RETURNED?
· HE TOLD HIS DISCIPLES THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE POWER TO BE HIS WITNESSES TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
· WE THINK, WELL HOW CAN THE GOSPEL STILL BE ‘SPREADING’ AFTER 2000 YEARS???
· EVERY GENERATION IS A NEW MISSION FIELD OF PEOPLE – BORN UNDER THE DOMION OF DARKNESS…
· THEY NEED TO BE DELIVERED AND REDEEMED TO THE KINGDOM OF THE BELOVED SON…
· THIS IS WHY HIS MISSION CONTINUES…
· 2 PETER 3:9 – ‘THE LORD IS NOT SLOW TO FULFILL HIS PROMISE… BUT IS PATIENT TOWARD YOU, NOT WISHING THAT ANY WOULD PERISH, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE.’
· THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH WE LONG FOR CHRIST TO RETURN
· THERE IS ALSO A SENSE IN WHICH HIS DELAY IS MERCY, AND KINDNESS TOWARD US
· HIS PATIENCE IS THE VERY REASON WE EXIST… THE REASON OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN EXIST
· AND THE REASON THAT MANY MORE WILL COME AND KNOW HIS NAME.
· MAYBE PART OF THE REASON JESUS HAS DELAYED HIS RETURN, WAS BECAUSE HE WANTED TO INCLUDE YOU, AND THOSE YOU LOVE IN HIS KINGDOM…
· HE AWAITED YOUR EXISTENCE AND REDEMPTION
WHAT THIS MEANS FOR HUMAN-KIND:	
· JOHN 3:36 – ‘WHOEVER BELIEVES IN THE SON HAS ETERNAL LIFE. WHOEVER WILL NOT OBEY THE SON SHALL NOT SEE LIFE, BUT THE WRATH OF GOD REMAINS ON HIM.’
· REMAINS… MEANING THE WRATH IS ALREADY THERE… ON US IN ADAM.
· HE SHOWS US HIS LOVE – NOT BY COMPROMISING HIS HOLINESS AND DENYING HIS WRATH
· HE SHOWS US HIS LOVE BY GIVING HIS OWN SON, TO ABSORB THE WRATH DUE FOR OUR SIN
· WE ARE EITHER IN ADAM… OR IN CHRIST.
FINAL QUESTIONS:
1. DO WE LIVE LIKE JESUS IS REIGNING RIGHT NOW?
2. WHICH KINGDOM AM I LIVING UNDER?
3. HOW DOES THE REIGN OF CHRIST CHANGE THE WAY I SEE THE WORLD AROUND ME?
4. WHERE IS GOD CALLING ME TO PARTICIPATE IN HIS MISSION?
FINAL THOUGH:
· JESUS HAS TAKEN THE THRONE.  NOW HE IS RECLAIMING THE WORLD.
