Recommended Oral Feeding Pathway in the NICU

A cue-based approach focused on safety, coordination, and quality over quantity
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~

@ Shows feeding readiness cues % Offer non-nutritive sucking or
@ Able to sustain non-nutritive sucking positive oral experiences

@ Respiratory status supports oral feeding per unit practice

Support containment, regulation,
and rest

Consider discussion with
feeding team if concerns persist

@ i) @ Reassess at the next care time

@ Offer oral feed and watch the baby, not the bottle
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A successful feeding is not measured only in milliiters.
It is measured by safety, coordination, stability, and the baby’s ability to feed
without being pushed past their limits.
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