THE DELIA GROUP

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
248.733.5812

YOUR 2026 HOME
EQUITY PLAYBOOK *

How to understand,
protect, and
strategically use your
home’s value

THEDELIAGROUP.COM




THE DELIA GROUP
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

For many homeowners, equity is their largest
financial asset—but it’s also one of the least
understood. As we move into 2026, shifting interest
rates, evolving buyer behavior, and changing
personal priorities make it critical to understand how
your home fits into your overall financial picture.

WHY HOME st
EQUITY MATTERS
MORE IN 2026

e Gain clarity on what your equity really represents

e Understand how market conditions affect your
value

e [earn how other homeowners are using equity
strategically

e Avoid emotional or rushed decisions

e Build a plan that supports your lifestyle and long-

term goals
= Whether you’re actively planning a move or simply
- . / staying informed, understanding your equity gives
- ‘ e you options—and options create confidence.
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WHAT HOME EQUITY

REALLY IS
(BEYOND THE BASIC FORMULA)

Home equity is commonly defined as home value
minus mortgage balance—but that definition doesn’t
tell the full story.

Your equity reflects:
e Years of consistent mortgage payments

e Appreciation driven by local demand and limited
Inventory

e Improvements you’ve made to the home
e The strength of your specific neighborhood

In markets like Rochester and surrounding
communities, equity growth is often uneven from one
street to the next. Two similar homes can have very
different values depending on updates, layout, and
location. That’s why understanding your equity—not
a generic estimate—is so important when planning for
2026.
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" How EQUITY IS BUILT

(AND WHAT ACCELERATES OR
SLOWS IT DOWN)

Equity grows in predictable ways, but certain
choices can significantly impact how fast—or how
safely—it builds.

Primary equity drivers include:
e Loan amortization: Each payment increases
ownership

e Market appreciation: Rising values increase
equity passively

¢ Smart improvements: Kitchens, baths, and
curb appeal often outperform cosmetic
upgrades

e Purchase strategy: Buying below market or
with incentives creates instant equity

On the flip side, over-improving, deferring
maintenance, or stretching budgets can stall or
even reverse equity growth. Understanding how
your equity was built helps you protect it moving
forward.
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In 2026, homeowners are using equity more
strategically than ever—often as part of a broader
life plan rather than a single transaction.

Common uses include:
e Selling and using proceeds to upgrade,
downsize, or relocate

SMART WAYS e Refinancing to adjust payments, remove PMI,
or restructure debt
H 0 M EUWN ERS USE e Fundingrenovations that improve both

comfort and resale value

e Creating flexibility for career changes or family
needs
e |nvesting in rental or vacation properties
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WHEN USING EQUITY
MAKES SENSE

(AND WHEN T0 PAUSE)

Using equity often makes sense when:
e |[timproves cash flow or long-term stability

e |treduces higher-interest debt
e |t supports a clear lifestyle or investment goal
e You have a defined exit or repayment plan

It may be time to pause when:
e Monthly payments become uncomfortable

e Equity is used to cover short-term spending

e Decisions rely on future appreciation to “fix” the
math

e The move increases stress rather than reducing
it

A strong equity strategy should feel empowering—
not risky.
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Protecting equity is about more than market
PR TE TI N timing—it’s about consistent stewardship of
your home.

Ways to protect and preserve value include:
e Staying current on seasonal and
preventative maintenance

A CHANGING e Making upgrades that match
MARKET neighborhood expectations

e Avoiding over-customization that limits
buyer appeal

e Monitoring local market trends, not just
headlines

* Pricing correctly when selling to avoid
long days on market

Homes that are well-maintained and
realistically positioned tend to hold value
better—even during market shifts.

THEDELIAGROUP.COM



THE DELIA GROUP
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

BUILDING YOUR
PERSONAL 2026
EQUITY STRATEGY

Before making any move involving your home,
take time to define your direction.
Ask yourself:

e Do | want flexibility, stability, or growth
over the next few years?

e Am | planning to stay put, sell, or keep
options open?

e How does my home support my lifestyle
today?

e What role should my equity play in my
financial plan?

A personalized strategy allows you to act with
confidence when opportunities arise—and
prevents rushed decisions driven by fear or
pressure.
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FINAL THOUGHTS:
EQUITY IS A TOOL,
NOT A TRIGGER

Home equity isn’t something you “use” just because it’s
there—it’s something you manage with intention. When
you understand your value, your options, and your
goals, equity becomes a powerful planning tool instead
of a guessing game.

If you’re heading into 2026 wanting clarity around:
e Your home’s current value
e How much equity you actually have
e Which options make sense for your situation

We’re here to help you turn information into smart,
confident decisions.
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