The Word On Love

1.1 Corinthians 13:4-8

AMPC

Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is
not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and
inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God’s
love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not
touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a
suffered wrong]. It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and
truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe
the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything
[without weakening]. Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].

MSG

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t
have. Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t force itself on others, Isn’t
always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t
revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts
God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. Love
never dies.

NKJV

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails.

2. John 13:34-35

AMPC
I give you a new commandment: that you should love one another. Just as I have loved you, so

you too should love one another. By this shall all [men] know that you are My disciples, if you
love one another [if you keep on showing love among yourselves].
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MSG

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you love one
another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love
you have for each other.”

NKJV

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.

3.1 John 4:7-8

AMPC

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves [his
fellowmen] is begotten (born) of God and is coming [progressively] to know and understand God
[to perceive and recognize and get a better and clearer knowledge of Him]. He who does not love
has not become acquainted with God [does not and never did know Him], for God is love.

MSG

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. Everyone
who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The person who refuses to
love doesn’t know the first thing about God, because God is love —so you can’t know him if you
don’t love.

NKJV

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

4.1 John 4:18-19

AMPC

There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete, perfect) love turns fear
out of doors and expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with it the thought of punishment,
and [so] he who is afraid has not reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown into love’s
complete perfection]. We love Him, because He first loved us.
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MSG

There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a
fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love. We, though, are
going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. He loved us first.

NKJV

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he
who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us.

5. John 3:16

AMPC

For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten
(unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish
(come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.

MSG

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting
life.”

NKJV

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.

6. Romans 5:5

AMPC

Such hope never disappoints or deludes or shames us, for God’s love has been poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us.

MSG

In alert expectancy such as this, we’re never left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary —we
can’t round up enough containers to hold everything God generously pours into our lives through
the Holy Spirit!
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NKJV

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

7. Ephesians 3:17-19

AMPC

May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home)
in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love, That you may have
the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God’s devoted people, the
experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth [of it]; [That you
may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ,
which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all
your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence,
and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]!

MSG

that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in. And I ask him that with both
feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all followers of Jesus the extravagant
dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the
depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God.

NKJV

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height
—to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God.

8. Colossians 3:14

AMPC

And above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves with the bond of perfectness [which
binds everything together completely in ideal harmony].

MSG

And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be
without it.
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NKJV

But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

9.1 Peter 4:8

AMPC

Above all things have intense and unfailing love for one another, for love covers a multitude of
sins [forgives and disregards the offenses of others].

MSG

Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically
anything.

NKJV

And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”

10. Mark 12:29-31

AMPC

Jesus answered, The first and principal one of all commands is: Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God
is one Lord; And you shall love the Lord your God out of and with your whole heart and out of
and with all your soul (your life) and out of and with all your mind (with your faculty of thought
and your moral understanding) and out of and with all your strength. This is the first and
principal commandment. The second is like it and is this, You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.

MSG

Jesus said, “The first in importance is, ‘Listen, Israel: The Lord your God is one; so love the
Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence and energy.” And here is the second:
‘Love others as well as you love yourself.” There is no other commandment that ranks with
these.”

NKJV

Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God,
the LORD is one. And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first commandment. And the second,
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like 1it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment
greater than these.”
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