
The Word On Approved And Accepted 

1. Ephesians 1:5–6

AMPC

For He foreordained us (destined us, planned in love for us) to be adopted (revealed) as His own 
children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the purpose of His will [because it pleased Him 
and was His kind intent]— [So that we might be] to the praise and the commendation of His 
glorious grace (favor and mercy), which He so freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

MSG

Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he 
took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the 
hand of his beloved Son.

NKJV

having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the 
Beloved.

2. Romans 8:1

AMPC

Therefore, [there is] now no condemnation (no adjudging guilty of wrong) for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, who live [and] walk not after the dictates of the flesh, but after the dictates of the 
Spirit.

MSG

With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful dilemma is resolved. Those who enter into 
Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer have to live under a continuous, low-lying black cloud.

NKJV

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Living Rivers Resource Hub www.lrpublications.org



3. Romans 8:31–39

AMPC

What then shall we say to [all] this? If God is for us, who [can be] against us? [Who can be our 
foe, if God is on our side?] He who did not withhold or spare [even] His own Son but gave Him 
up for us all, will He not also with Him freely and graciously give us all [other] things? Who 
shall bring any charge against God’s elect [when it is] God Who justifies [that is, Who puts us in 
right relation to Himself? Who shall come forward and accuse or impeach those whom God has 
chosen? Will God, Who acquits us?] Who is there to condemn [us]? Will Christ Jesus (the 
Messiah), Who died, or rather Who was raised from the dead, Who is at the right hand of God 
actually pleading as He intercedes for us? Who shall ever separate us from Christ’s love? Shall 
suffering and affliction and tribulation? Or calamity and distress? Or persecution or hunger or 
destitution or peril or sword? Even as it is written, For Thy sake we are put to death all the day 
long; we are regarded and counted as sheep for the slaughter. Yet amid all these things we are 
more than conquerors and gain a surpassing victory through Him Who loved us. For I am 
persuaded beyond doubt (am sure) that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor 
things impending and threatening nor things to come, nor powers, Nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

MSG

So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t hesitate to 
put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by 
sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? And who 
would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would dare even to 
point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of 
God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a 
wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not 
hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst 
sins listed in Scripture: They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. We’re sitting ducks; 
they pick us off one by one. None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely 
convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or 
low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of 
the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.

NKJV

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 
spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
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Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

4. 2 Corinthians 5:17

AMPC

Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature 
altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh 
and new has come!

MSG

Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is 
created new. The old life is gone; a new life emerges! Look at it!

NKJV

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.

5. 2 Corinthians 5:21

AMPC

For our sake He made Christ [virtually] to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in and through Him 
we might become [endued with, viewed as being in, and examples of] the righteousness of God 
[what we ought to be, approved and acceptable and in right relationship with Him, by His 
goodness].

MSG

How? you ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so we could 
be put right with God.

NKJV

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.
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6. John 1:12

AMPC

But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the authority (power, privilege, right) 
to become the children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) 
His name—

MSG

But whoever did want him, who believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He 
made to be their true selves, their child-of-God selves.

NKJV

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name.

7. 1 Peter 2:9

AMPC

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s] own purchased, special 
people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of 
Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

MSG

But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a 
holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-
and-day difference he made for you—

NKJV

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

8. Colossians 3:12

AMPC

Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own picked representatives), [who 
are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by] 
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tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] 
patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, with 
good temper].

MSG

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: 
compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline.

NKJV

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering.

9. Romans 5:1–2

AMPC

Therefore, since we are justified (acquitted, declared righteous, and given a right standing with 
God) through faith, let us [grasp the fact that we] have [the peace of reconciliation to hold and to 
enjoy] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). Through 
Him also we have [our] access (entrance, introduction) by faith into this grace (state of God’s 
favor) in which we [firmly and safely] stand. And let us rejoice and exult in our hope of 
experiencing and enjoying the glory of God.

MSG

By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do for us—set us right with him, 
make us fit for him—we have it all together with God because of our Master Jesus. And that’s 
not all: We throw open our doors to God and discover at the same moment that he has already 
thrown open his door to us. We find ourselves standing where we always hoped we might stand
—out in the wide open spaces of God’s grace and glory, standing tall and shouting our praise.

NKJV

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God.
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10. Psalm 139:13–18

AMPC

For You did form my inward parts; You did knit me together in my mother’s womb. I will 
confess and praise You for You are fearful and wonderful and for the awful wonder of my birth! 
Wonderful are Your works, and that my inner self knows right well. My frame was not hidden 
from You when I was being formed in secret [and] intricately and curiously wrought [as if 
embroidered with various colors] in the depths of the earth [a region of darkness and mystery]. 
Your eyes saw my unformed substance, and in Your book all the days [of my life] were written 
before ever they took shape, when as yet there was none of them. How precious and weighty also 
are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I could count them, they would 
be more in number than the sand. When I awoke, [could I count to the end] I would still be with 
You.

MSG

Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in my mother’s womb. I thank you, 
High God—you’re breathtaking! Body and soul, I am marvelously made! I worship in adoration
—what a creation! You know me inside and out, you know every bone in my body; You know 
exactly how I was made, bit by bit, how I was sculpted from nothing into something. Like an 
open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth; all the stages of my life were spread 
out before you, The days of my life all prepared before I’d even lived one day. Your thoughts—
how rare, how beautiful! God, I’ll never comprehend them, can’t get to the core of them. They 
multiply, outnumbering the grains of sand—look at me, and I’ll look at you.

NKJV

For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very 
well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in 
the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book 
they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. How 
precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count 
them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.
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