The Word On Marriage

1. Ephesians 5:21-33

AMPC

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). Wives, be
subject (be submissive and adapt yourselves) to your own husbands as [a service] to the Lord.
For the husband is head of the wife as Christ is the Head of the church, Himself the Savior of
[His] body. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in everything to their
husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her,
So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word, That
He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
things [that she might be holy and faultless]. Even so husbands should love their wives as [being
in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, as Christ does the church,
Because we are members (parts) of His body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and his
mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is very
great, but I speak concerning [the relation of] Christ and the church. However, let each man of
you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a sense] his very own self; and let the wife see
that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices him, regards him, honors him,
prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and
admires him exceedingly].

MSG

Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another. Wives, understand and support
your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his
wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the
church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their
husbands. Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church
—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ’s love makes the church whole. His words evoke
her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in
dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives.
They’re really doing themselves a favor—since they’re already “one” in marriage. No one
abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s how Christ treats us, the
church, since we are part of his body. And this is why a man leaves father and mother and
cherishes his wife. No longer two, they become “one flesh.” This is a huge mystery, and I don’t
pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. And this
provides a good picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving her,
and how each wife is to honor her husband.
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NKJV

submitting to one another in the fear of God. Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the
Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the
Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His
body, of His flesh and of His bones. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, but I speak
concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

2. Genesis 2:18-24

AMPC

Now the Lord God said, It is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the man should be alone; I
will make him a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And out of the ground
the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air and brought them to Adam
to see what he would call them; and whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its
name. And Adam gave names to all the livestock and to the birds of the air and to every [wild]
beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found a helper meet (suitable, adapted,
complementary) for him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he
slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the [place with] flesh. And the rib
or part of his side which the Lord God had taken from the man He built up and made into a
woman, and He brought her to the man. Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man.
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh.

MSG

God said, “It’s not good for the Man to be alone; I’ll make him a helper, a companion.” So God
formed from the dirt of the ground all the animals of the field and all the birds of the air. He
brought them to the Man to see what he would name them. Whatever the Man called each living
creature, that was its name. The Man named the cattle, named the birds of the air, named the wild
animals; but he didn’t find a suitable companion. God put the Man into a deep sleep. As he slept
he removed one of his ribs and replaced it with flesh. God then used the rib that he had taken
from the Man to form Woman and presented her to the Man. The Man said, “Finally! Bone of my
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bone, flesh of my flesh! Name her Woman for she was made from Man.” Therefore a man leaves
his father and mother and embraces his wife. They become one flesh.

NKJV

And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper
comparable to him.” Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam
called each living creature, that was its name. So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of
the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to
him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man
He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: “This is now bone of
my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of
Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

3.1 Corinthians 13:4-8

AMPC

Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is
not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and
inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God’s
love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not
touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a
suffered wrong]. It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and
truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe
the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything
[without weakening]. Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].
As for prophecy (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), it will be fulfilled and pass
away; as for tongues, they will be destroyed and cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away [it
will lose its value and be superseded by truth].

MSG

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t
have. Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t force itself on others, Isn’t
always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t
revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts
God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. Love
never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding
will reach its limit.
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NKJV

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.

4. Colossians 3:12-14

AMPC

Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own picked representatives), [who
are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by]
tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and]
patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, with
good temper]. Be gentle and forbearing with one another and, if one has a difference (a grievance
or complaint) against another, readily pardoning each other; even as the Lord has [freely]
forgiven you, so must you also [forgive]. And above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves
with the bond of perfectness [which binds everything together completely in ideal harmony].

MSG

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you:

compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with

second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master
forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose
garment. Never be without it.

NKJV

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility,
meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

5. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

AMPC

Two are better than one, because they have a good [more satisfying] reward for their labor; For if
they fall, the one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not
another to lift him up! Again, if two lie down together, then they have warmth; but how can one
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be warm alone? And though a man might prevail against him who is alone, two will withstand
him. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.

MSG

It’s better to have a partner than go it alone. Share the work, share the wealth. And if one falls
down, the other helps, But if there’s no one to help, tough! Two in a bed warm each other. Alone,
you shiver all night. By yourself you’re unprotected. With a friend you can face the worst. Can
you round up a third? A three-stranded rope isn’t easily snapped.

NKJV

Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one
will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help
him up. Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.

6. Proverbs 18:22

AMPC

He who finds a [true] wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord.
MSG

Find a good spouse, you find a good life—and even more: the favor of God!
NKJV

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, And obtains favor from the Lord.

7.1 Peter 3:7

AMPC

In the same way you married men should live considerately with [your wives], with an intelligent
recognition [of the marriage relation], honoring the woman as [physically] the weaker, but
[realizing that you] are joint heirs of the grace (God’s unmerited favor) of life, in order that your
prayers may not be hindered and cut off. [Otherwise you cannot pray effectively.]
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MSG

The same goes for you husbands: Be good husbands to your wives. Honor them, delight in them.
As women they lack some of your advantages. But in the new life of God’s grace, you’re equals.
Treat your wives, then, as equals so your prayers don’t run aground.

NKJV

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.

8. Proverbs 15:1

AMPC

A soft answer turns away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger.

MSG

A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a temper-fire.
NKJV

A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.

9. Hebrews 13:4

AMPC

Let marriage be held in honor (esteemed worthy, precious, of great price, and especially dear) in
all things. And thus let the marriage bed be undefiled (kept undishonored); for God will judge
and punish the unchaste [all those who are impure and immoral] and those who practice sexual
vices of any kind and adulterous acts.

MSG

Honor marriage, and guard the sacredness of sexual intimacy between wife and husband. God
draws a firm line against casual and illicit sex.

NKJV

Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will
judge.
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10. Matthew 19:4—-6

AMPC

He replied, Have you never read that He Who made them from the beginning made them male
and female, And said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be united
firmly (joined inseparably) to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh? So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder (separate).

MSG

He answered, “Haven’t you read in your Bible that the Creator originally made man and woman
for each other, male and female? And because of this, a man leaves father and mother and is
firmly bonded to his wife, becoming one flesh—no longer two bodies but one. Because God
created this organic union of the two sexes, no one should desecrate his art by severing the
bond.”

NKJV

And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning
‘made them male and female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two
but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”
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