The Word On Purpose

1. Ephesians 2:10

AMPC

For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew]
that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking
paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which
He prearranged and made ready for us to live].

MSG

He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the good work he has
gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be doing.

NKJV

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

2. Jeremiah 29:11

AMPC

For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for
welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.

MSG

I know what I'm doing. I have it all planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon you,
plans to give you the future you hope for.

NKJV

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil,
to give you a future and a hope.
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3. Proverbs 19:21

AMPC

Many plans are in a man’s mind, but it is the Lord’s purpose for him that will stand.
MSG

We humans keep brainstorming options and plans, but God’s purpose prevails.
NKJV

There are many plans in a man’s heart, Nevertheless the Lord’s counsel —that will stand.

4. Romans 8:28

AMPC

We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things work together and
are [fitting into a plan] for good to and for those who love God and are called according to [His]
design and purpose.

MSG

That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into
something good.

NKJV

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.

5. Romans 12:2

AMPC

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external,
superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its
new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and
acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in
His sight for you].
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MSG

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead,
fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he
wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in
you.

NKJV

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

6. 2 Timothy 1:9

AMPC

[For it is He] Who delivered and saved us and called us with a calling in itself holy and leading
to holiness [to a life of consecration, a vocation of holiness]; [He did it] not because of anything
of merit that we have done, but because of and to further His own purpose and grace (unmerited
favor) which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal ages ago].

MSG

He threw open the doors of this world so that we would go free. He invited us into his own life, a
life of goodness and grace, which he made available to us through Jesus Christ long before we
were even born.

NKJV

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.

7. Ephesians 1:11

AMPC
In Him we also were made [God’s] heritage (portion) and we obtained an inheritance; for we had

been foreordained (chosen and appointed beforehand) in accordance with His purpose, Who
works out everything in agreement with the counsel and design of His [own] will.
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MSG

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard
of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living,

NKJV

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will.

8. Psalm 139:13-16

AMPC

For You did form my inward parts; You did knit me together in my mother’s womb. I will
confess and praise You for You are fearful and wonderful and for the awful wonder of my birth!
Wonderful are Your works, and that my inner self knows right well. My frame was not hidden
from You when I was being formed in secret [and] intricately and curiously wrought [as if
embroidered with various colors] in the depths of the earth [a region of darkness and mystery].
Your eyes saw my unformed substance, and in Your book all the days [of my life] were written
before ever they took shape, when as yet there was none of them.

MSG

Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in my mother’s womb. I thank you,
High God—you’re breathtaking! Body and soul, I am marvelously made! I worship in adoration
—what a creation! You know me inside and out, you know every bone in my body; You know
exactly how I was made, bit by bit, how I was sculpted from nothing into something. Like an
open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth; all the stages of my life were spread
out before you, The days of my life all prepared before I'd even lived one day.

NKJV

For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very
well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in
the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book
they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.
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9. Philippians 2:13

AMPC

[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in you
[energizing and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and to work for His good
pleasure and satisfaction and delight.

MSG

That energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at
what will give him the most pleasure.

NKJV

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

10. Proverbs 16:9

AMPC

A man’s mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps and makes them sure.
MSG

We plan the way we want to live, but only God makes us able to live it.

NKJV

A man’s heart plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps.
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