The Word On Renewing Your Mind

1. Romans 12:1-2

AMPC

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a
decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living
sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable
(rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world (this age),
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed)
by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may
prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing
which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].

MSG

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life —your
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life —and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become
so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from
you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its
level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

NKJV

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2. Philippians 4:8-9
AMPC

For the rest, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of reverence and is honorable and
seemly, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely and lovable, whatever is kind and
winsome and gracious, if there is any virtue and excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think on and weigh and take account of these things [fix your minds on them]. Practice what you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and model your way of living on it, and the
God of peace (of untroubled, undisturbed well-being) will be with you.
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MSG

Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things
true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious —the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not
the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse. Put into practice what you learned from me, what
you heard and saw and realized. Do that, and God, who makes everything work together, will
work you into his most excellent harmonies.

NKJV

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just,
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy —meditate on these things. The things which
you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with
you.

3. 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

AMPC

For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are
mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds, [Inasmuch as we] refute
arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against
the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the
obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One),

MSG

The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that
entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped
philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought
and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ.

NKJV

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
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4. Colossians 3:1-3

AMPC

If then you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the
dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things),
not on the things that are on the earth. For [as far as this world is concerned] you have died, and
your [new, real] life is hidden with Christ in God.

MSG

So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the
things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the
things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s
where the action is. See things from his perspective. Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is
your real life—even though invisible to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your life.

NKJV

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

5. Ephesians 4:22-24

AMPC

Strip yourselves of your former nature [put off and discard your old unrenewed self] which
characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts and desires that
spring from delusion; And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh
mental and spiritual attitude], And put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created in God’s
image, [Godlike] in true righteousness and holiness.

MSG

That means you must throw off your old evil nature and the former way of life which is rotten
through and through, full of lust and greed. Now your attitudes and thoughts must all be
constantly changing for the better. Yes, you must be a new and different person, holy and good.
Clothe yourself with this new nature.
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NKJV

that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man
which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

6. Isaiah 26:3

AMPC

You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant peace whose mind [both its inclination
and its character] is stayed on You, because he commits himself to You, leans on You, and hopes
confidently in You.

MSG

People with their minds set on you, you keep completely whole, Steady on their feet, because
they keep at it and don’t quit.

NKJV

You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.

7. Philippians 4:6-7
AMPC

Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by
prayer and petition (definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to
God. And God’s peace [shall be yours, that tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation
through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and being content with its earthly lot of
whatever sort that is, that peace] which transcends all understanding shall garrison and mount
guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

MSG

Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into
prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness,
everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what
happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.
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NKJV

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8. Ephesians 4:23-24

AMPC

And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh mental and spiritual
attitude], And put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created in God’s image, [Godlike] in
true righteousness and holiness.

MSG

Now your attitudes and thoughts must all be constantly changing for the better. Yes, you must be
a new and different person, holy and good. Clothe yourself with this new nature.

NKJV

and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

9. Colossians 3:10

AMPC

And have clothed yourselves with the new [spiritual self], which is [ever in the process of being]
renewed and remolded into [fuller and more perfect knowledge upon] knowledge after the image
(the likeness) of Him Who created it.

MSG

Now you’re dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of your new way of life is custom-made by
the Creator, with his label on it.

NKJV

and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who
created him.
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10. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

AMPC

Therefore we do not become discouraged (utterly spiritless, exhausted, and wearied out through
fear). Though our outer man is [progressively] decaying and wasting away, yet our inner self is
being [progressively] renewed day after day. For our light, momentary affliction (this slight
distress of the passing hour) is ever more and more abundantly preparing and producing and
achieving for us an everlasting weight of glory [beyond all measure, excessively surpassing all
comparisons and all calculations, a vast and transcendent glory and blessedness never to cease!],
Since we consider and look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for
the things that are visible are temporal (brief and fleeting), but the things that are invisible are
deathless and everlasting.

MSG

So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are
falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without his
unfolding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the
lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. The things we see
now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now will last forever.

NKJV

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is
being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.
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