The Word On Righteousness/Right Standing With God

2 Corinthians 5:21

AMPC

For our sake He made Christ [virtually] to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in and through Him
we might become [endued with, viewed as being in, and examples of] the righteousness of God
[what we ought to be, approved and acceptable and in right relationship with Him, by His
goodness].

MSG

How? you ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so we could
be put right with God.

NKJV

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.

2. Romans 3:21-22

AMPC

But now the righteousness of God has been revealed independently and altogether apart from the
Law, although actually it is attested by the Law and the Prophets, Namely, the righteousness of
God which comes by believing with personal trust and confident reliance on Jesus Christ (the
Messiah). [And it is meant] for all who believe. For there is no distinction,

MSG

But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the prophets witnessed to all
those years has happened. The God-setting-things-right that we read about has become Jesus-
setting-things-right for us. And not only for us, but for everyone who believes in him. For there is
no difference between us and them in this.

NKJV

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law
and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all
who believe. For there is no difference;
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3. Romans 5:1

AMPC

Therefore, since we are justified (acquitted, declared righteous, and given a right standing with
God) through faith, let us [grasp the fact that we] have [the peace of reconciliation to hold and to
enjoy] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

MSG

By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do for us—set us right with him,
make us fit for him—we have it all together with God because of our Master Jesus.

NKJV

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Romans 5:17

AMPC

For if because of one man’s trespass (lapse, offense) death reigned through that one, much more
surely will those who receive [God’s] overflowing grace (unmerited favor) and the free gift of
righteousness [putting them into right standing with Himself] reign as kings in life through the
one Man Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

MSG

If death got the upper hand through one man’s wrongdoing, can you imagine the breathtaking
recovery life makes through one man’s right-doing? One man said no to God and put many
people in the wrong; one man said yes to God and put many in the right.

NKJV

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ.)
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5. Romans 10:3—4

AMPC

For, being ignorant of the righteousness that God ascribes [which makes one acceptable to Him
in word, thought, and deed] and seeking to establish a righteousness (a means of salvation) of
their own, they did not submit themselves to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the
Law [the limit at which it ceases to be, for the Law leads up to Him Who is the fulfillment of its
types, and in Him the purpose which it was designed to accomplish is fulfilled. That is, the
purpose of the Law is fulfilled in Him] as the means of righteousness (right relationship to God)
for everyone who trusts in and adheres to and relies on Him.

MSG

They don’t seem to realize that this comprehensive setting-things-right that is salvation is God’s
business, and a most flourishing business it is. Right across the street they set up their own shops,
competing with him. They don’t understand how the law was intended to work —that it was to
introduce people to Christ, so that they could be put right with God.

NKJV

For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness,
have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone who believes.

6. Philippians 3:9

AMPC

And that I may [actually] be found and known as in Him, not having any [self-achieved]
righteousness that can be called my own, based on my obedience to the Law’s demands
(ritualistic uprightness and supposed right standing with God thus acquired), but possessing that
[genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in Christ (the Anointed One), the [truly] right
standing with God, which comes from God by [saving] faith.

MSG

I didn’t want some petty, inferior brand of righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules
when I could get the robust kind that comes from trusting Christ—God’s righteousness.

NKJV

and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;
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7. Galatians 2:16

AMPC

Yet we know that a man is justified or reckoned righteous and in right standing with God not by
works of the Law, but [only] through faith and absolute reliance on and adherence to Jesus Christ
(the Messiah, the Anointed One). [And] even we [ourselves] have believed on Christ Jesus, in
order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the Law [for we cannot be justified by
any observance of the ritual of the Law given by Moses], because by keeping the legal
requirements and works of the Law no human being can ever be justified (declared righteous and
put in right standing with God).

MSG

We know very well that we are not set right with God by rule-keeping but only through personal
faith in Jesus Christ. How do we know? We tried it—and we had the best system of rules the
world has ever seen! Convinced that no human being can please God by self-improvement, we
believed in Jesus as the Messiah so that we might be set right before God by trusting in the
Messiah, not by trying to be good.

NKJV

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works
of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.

8. Ephesians 2:8-9

AMPC

For it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and
made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of
yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;
Not because of works [not the fulfillment of the Law’s demands], lest any man should boast. [It
is not the result of what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it or take glory to
himself.]

MSG

Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s
gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d probably go around
bragging that we’d done the whole thing!
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NKJV

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast.

9. Titus 3:5-7

AMPC

He saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but because of His
own pity and mercy, by [the] cleansing [bath] of the new birth (regeneration) and renewing of the
Holy Spirit, Which He poured out [so] richly upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. [And He
did it in order] that we might be justified by His grace (by His favor, entirely undeserved), [that
we might be acknowledged and counted as conformed to the divine will in purpose, thought, and
action], and that we might become heirs of eternal life according to [our] hope.

MSG

He saved us from all that. It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with it. He gave us a good
bath, and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. Our Savior
Jesus poured out new life so generously. God’s gift has restored our relationship with him and
given us back our lives. And there’s more life to come—an eternity of life! You can count on
this.

NKJV

not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

10.1 John 3:7

AMPC

Boys (lads), let no one deceive and lead you astray. He who practices righteousness [who is
upright, conforming to the divine will in purpose, thought, and action, living a consistently
conscientious life] is righteous, even as He is righteous.

MSG

So, my dear children, don’t let anyone divert you from the truth. It’s the person who acts right
who is right, just as we see it lived out in our righteous Messiah.
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NKJV

Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is
righteous.
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