
The Word On Spiritual Warfare 

1. Ephesians 6:10–18

AMPC

In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union with Him]; draw your 
strength from Him [that strength which His boundless might provides]. Put on God’s whole 
armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God supplies], that you may be able 
successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil. For we are not 
wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the 
despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this 
present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere. 
Therefore put on God’s complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on 
the evil day [of danger], and, having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your 
place]. Stand therefore [hold your ground], having tightened the belt of truth around your loins 
and having put on the breastplate of integrity and of moral rectitude and right standing with God, 
And having shod your feet in preparation [to face the enemy with the firm-footed stability, the 
promptness, and the readiness produced by the good news] of the Gospel of peace. Lift up over 
all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon which you can quench all the flaming missiles of 
the wicked [one]. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields, which is 
the Word of God. Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all 
[manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and 
perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (God’s consecrated people).

MSG

And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the 
Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you 
will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. This is no weekend war that 
we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death 
fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels. Be prepared. You’re up against far more 
than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, 
so that when it’s all over but the shouting you’ll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, 
faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You’ll need them throughout 
your life. God’s Word is an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in this 
ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. 
Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.

NKJV

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take 
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up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above 
all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.

2. James 4:7

AMPC

So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you.

MSG

So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him scamper.

NKJV

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

3. 1 Peter 5:8–9

AMPC

Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and cautious at all times; for that enemy 
of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring [in fierce hunger], seeking someone to seize 
upon and devour. Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset—rooted, established, strong, 
immovable, and determined], knowing that the same (identical) sufferings are appointed to your 
brotherhood (the whole body of Christians) throughout the world.

MSG

Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to 
catch you napping. Keep your guard up. You’re not the only ones plunged into these hard times. 
It’s the same with all believers all over the world.

NKJV

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 
experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
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4. 1 John 4:4

AMPC

Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] defeated and overcome 
them [the agents of the antichrist], because He Who lives in you is greater (mightier) than he 
who is in the world.

MSG

My dear children, you come from God and belong to God. You have already won a big victory 
over those false teachers, for the Spirit in you is far stronger than anything in the world.

NKJV

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world.

5. 1 John 5:4–5

AMPC

For whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the 
world, even our faith. Who is it that is victorious over [that conquers] the world but he who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

MSG

Every God-begotten person conquers the world’s ways. The conquering power that brings the 
world to its knees is our faith. The person who wins out over the world’s ways is simply the one 
who believes Jesus is the Son of God.

NKJV

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God?
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6. 2 Corinthians 10:4–5

AMPC

For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are 
mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds, [Inasmuch as we] refute 
arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against 
the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the 
obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One),

MSG

The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that 
entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped 
philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought 
and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ.

NKJV

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.

7. Romans 12:21

AMPC

Do not let yourself be overcome by evil, but overcome (master) evil with good.

MSG

Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.

NKJV

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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8. 2 Timothy 1:7

AMPC

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning 
fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind 
and discipline and self-control.

MSG

God doesn’t want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.

NKJV

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

9. Hebrews 12:1–2

AMPC

Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne 
testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) 
and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with 
patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set 
before us, Looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the Source 
of our faith [giving the first incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to 
maturity and perfection]. He, for the joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, 
endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.

MSG

Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering 
us on? It means we’d better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra 
spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race 
we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that 
exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, 
whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside God.

NKJV

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 
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set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.

10. 1 John 3:8–9

AMPC

[But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is of the devil [takes his character from the 
evil one], for the devil has sinned (violated the divine law) from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works 
the devil [has done]. No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, knowingly, and habitually] 
practices sin, for God’s nature abides in him [His principle of life, the divine sperm, remains 
permanently within him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he is born (begotten) of God.

MSG

Those who make a practice of sin are straight from the Devil, the pioneer in the practice of sin. 
The Son of God entered the scene to abolish the Devil’s ways. People conceived and brought 
into life by God don’t make a practice of sin. How could they? God’s seed is deep within them, 
making them who they are. It’s not in the nature of the God-begotten to practice and parade sin.

NKJV

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has been born of 
God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 
God.
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