The Word On Forgiveness

1. Ephesians 4:31-32

AMPC

Let all bitterness and indignation and wrath (passion, rage, bad temper) and resentment (anger,
animosity) and quarreling (brawling, clamor, contention) and slander (evil-speaking, abusive or
blasphemous language) be banished from you, with all malice (spite, ill will, or baseness of any
kind). And become useful and helpful and kind to one another, tenderhearted (compassionate,
understanding, loving-hearted), forgiving one another [readily and freely], as God in Christ
forgave you.

MSG

Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, profane talk. Be gentle with one another,
sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you.

NKJV

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.
And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave
you.

2. Colossians 3:12-13

AMPC

Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own picked representatives), [who
are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by]
tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and]
patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, with
good temper]. Be gentle and forbearing with one another and, if one has a difference (a grievance
or complaint) against another, readily pardoning each other; even as the Lord has [freely]
forgiven you, so must you also [forgive].

MSG

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you:
compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with
second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master
forgave you.
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NKJV

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility,
meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

3. Matthew 6:14-15

AMPC

For if you forgive people their trespasses [their reckless and willful sins, leaving them, letting
them go, and giving up resentment], your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do
not forgive others their trespasses [their reckless and willful sins, leaving them, letting them go,
and giving up resentment], neither will your Father forgive you your trespasses.

MSG

In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get
forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part,
you cut yourself off from God’s part.

NKJV

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you
do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

4. Mark 11:25

AMPC

And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him and let it
drop (leave it, let it go), in order that your Father Who is in heaven may also forgive you your
[own] failings and shortcomings and let them drop.

MSG

And when you assume the posture of prayer, remember that it’s not all asking. If you have
anything against someone, forgive—only then will your heavenly Father be inclined to also wipe
your slate clean of sins.
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NKJV

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”

5. Matthew 18:21-22

AMPC

Then Peter came up to Him and said, Lord, how many times may my brother sin against me and
I forgive him and let it go? [As many as] up to seven times? Jesus answered him, I tell you, not
up to seven times, but seventy times seven!

MSG

At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or
sister who hurts me? Seven?” Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven.”

NKJV

Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but
up to seventy times seven.”

6. Luke 6:27-28

AMPC

But I say to you who are listening now to Me: [in order to heed, make it a practice to] love your
enemies, treat well (do good to, act nobly toward) those who detest you and pursue you with
hatred, Invoke blessings upon and pray for the happiness of those who curse you, implore God’s
blessing (favor) upon those who abuse you [who revile, reproach, disparage, and high-handedly
misuse you].

MSG

“To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in
you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the supple moves of
prayer for that person.”
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NKJV

“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.”

7. Luke 23:34

AMPC

And Jesus prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And they divided His
garments and distributed them by casting lots for them.

MSG
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; they don’t know what they’re doing.”
NKJV

Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided
His garments and cast lots.

8. Romans 12:17-21

AMPC

Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is honest and proper and noble [aiming to
be above reproach] in the sight of everyone. If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the way open for [God’s] wrath; for
it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord. But if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals
upon his head. Do not let yourself be overcome by evil, but overcome (master) evil with good.

MSG

Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get along with everybody.
Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I'1l take
care of it.” Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch, or
if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with goodness. Don’t let evil get
the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.
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NKJV

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as
much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing
you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

9.1 John 1:9

AMPC

If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and just (true to His
own nature and promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our lawlessness] and [continuously]
cleanse us from all unrighteousness [everything not in conformity to His will in purpose,
thought, and action].

MSG

If we claim that we’re free of sin, we’re only fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant
nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them —he won’t let us
down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing.

NKJV

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

10. Psalm 103:10-12

AMPC

He has not dealt with us after our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the
heavens are high above the earth, so great are His mercy and loving-kindness toward those who
reverently and worshipfully fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed
our transgressions from us.

MSG

He doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve, nor pay us back in full for our wrongs. As high as heaven
is over the earth, so strong is his love to those who fear him. And as far as sunrise is from sunset,
he has separated us from our sins.
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NKJV

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. For
as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far
as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
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