
The Word On Grief 

1. Psalm 34:18

AMPC

The Lord is close to those who are of a broken heart and saves such as are crushed with sorrow 
for sin and are humbly and thoroughly penitent.

MSG

If your heart is broken, you’ll find God right there; if you’re kicked in the gut, he’ll help you 
catch your breath.

NKJV

The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.

2. Matthew 5:4

AMPC

Blessed and enviably happy [with a happiness produced by the experience of God’s favor and 
especially conditioned by the revelation of His grace, regardless of their outward condition] are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted!

MSG

You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be 
embraced by the One most dear to you.

NKJV

Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.

3. Psalm 23:4

AMPC

Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I will fear or dread 
no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me.
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MSG

Even when the way goes through Death Valley, I’m not afraid when you walk at my side. Your 
trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.

NKJV

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are 
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

4. Revelation 21:4

AMPC

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.

MSG

He’ll wipe every tear from their eyes. Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying gone, pain 
gone—all the first order of things gone.

NKJV

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.

5. John 14:1–3

AMPC

Do not let your hearts be troubled (distressed, agitated). You believe in and adhere to and trust in 
and rely on God; believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely also on Me. In My Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places (homes). If it were not so, I would have told you; for I am going 
away to prepare a place for you. And when (if) I go and make ready a place for you, I will come 
back again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also.

MSG

Don’t let this throw you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty of room for you in 
my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a room 
ready for you? And if I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you 
can live where I live.
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NKJV

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.”

6. 2 Corinthians 1:3–4

AMPC

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of sympathy (pity and mercy) 
and the God [Who is the Source] of every comfort (consolation and encouragement), Who 
comforts (consoles and encourages) us in every trouble (calamity and affliction), so that we may 
also be able to comfort (console and encourage) those who are in any kind of trouble or distress, 
with the comfort (consolation and encouragement) with which we ourselves are comforted 
(consoled and encouraged) by God.

MSG

All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the Messiah! Father of all mercy! God of 
all healing counsel! He comes alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you 
know it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going through hard times so that we can be 
there for that person just as God was there for us.

NKJV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in 
any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

7. Psalm 147:3

AMPC

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds [curing their pains and their sorrows].

MSG

He heals the heartbroken and bandages their wounds.
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NKJV

He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their wounds.

8. John 11:25–26

AMPC

Jesus said to her, I am [Myself] the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in (adheres to, 
trusts in, and relies on) Me, although he may die, yet he shall live; And whoever continues to live 
and believes in (has faith in, cleaves to, and relies on) Me shall never [actually] die at all. Do you 
believe this?

MSG

Jesus said, “You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. The one 
who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will live. And everyone who lives believing in 
me does not ultimately die at all. Do you believe this?”

NKJV

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, 
he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

9. Isaiah 41:10

AMPC

Fear not [there is nothing to fear], for I am with you; do not look around you in terror and be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen and harden you to difficulties, yes, I will help 
you; yes, I will hold you up and retain you with My [victorious] right hand of rightness and 
justice.

MSG

Don’t panic. I’m with you. There’s no need to fear for I’m your God. I’ll give you strength. I’ll 
help you. I’ll hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.

NKJV

Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.
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10. Psalm 55:22

AMPC

Cast your burden on the Lord [releasing the weight of it] and He will sustain you; He will never 
allow the [consistently] righteous to be moved (made to slip, fall, or fail).

MSG

Pile your troubles on God’s shoulders—he’ll carry your load, he’ll help you out. He’ll never let 
good people topple into ruin.

NKJV

Cast your burden on the Lord, And He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to 
be moved.
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