STREAMLINE YOUR
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Whether you're a first-time buyer or an experienced
homeowner looking to downsize or upgrade,
these tips can help make your home-buying journey
faster, smoother, and more informed with the expertise of
Vivid Home Inspections by your side.
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Whether you're a first-time buyer or an experienced homeowner looking to downsize or
upgrade, these tips can help make your home-buying journey faster, smoother, and more
informed with the expertise of Vivid Home Inspections by your side.

Work with a Buyer’s Agent
A buyer’s agent has a fiduciary duty to represent your interests exclusively, even if their commission comes from the
seller’'s broker. They are your advocate throughout the process.

Communicate Clearly with Your Agent
Give your agent detailed information about your needs, budget, and preferred locations. Be upfront and specific so they
can find homes that truly fit your criteria.

Consider Holiday House Hunting
Fewer buyers compete during the holidays, and sellers listing at this time are often motivated to sell quickly —
creating opportunities for better deals.

Test the Commute with GPS

Before making an offer, use your preferred GPS navigation app to check the route to and from work during peak traffic
hours. This gives you an accurate picture of daily travel time so you can factor it into your decision — commuting is a
real part of your home's total cost of ownership.

Inspect During Rainfall
If possible, view the home in the rain to see how gutters, downspouts, and grading handle water. Even an exterior check
can reveal important drainage details.

Walk the Neighborhood

Don't just drive by — explore on foot. This gives you a better feel for the community, traffic, and overall atmosphere.

Verify the Seller’s Claims

Seller disclosures may be incomplete or based on limited knowledge. Hire Vivid Home Inspections to confirm the home’s
true condition before closing.

Ask About Environmental Factors
Moise, odors, and nearby businesses can affect your comfort. Visit at different times of day, speak with neighbors, and

pay attention to your surroundings.

Review Utility Bills
If the home is larger than your current one, expect higher utility costs. Vivid Home Inspections can recommend ways to
improve efficiency and reduce expenses.

Protect Yourself with the Inspection Addendum
Ensure your purchase agreement allows you to withdraw and recover your full deposit if the inspection reveals serious issues.
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Whether you're a first-time buyer or an experienced homeowner looking to downsize or
upgrade, these tips can help make your home-buying journey faster, smoother, and more
informed with the expertise of Vivid Home Inspections by your side.

Negotiate Confidently

Everything from repairs to closing costs to personal property is negotiable —
but get it in writing.

Invest in a Quality Home Inspection

Buying a home is one of your largest investments. Choose a thorough, highly qualified
inspector like Vivid Home Inspections. A small increase in inspection cost can save
thousands in repairs and provide peace of mind.

Inspect New Homes, Too
Even new builds can have significant issues. Construction involves many trades,
and errors happen. Always get a licensed inspection before closing.

Focus on Major Concerns
Most inspection findings are minor. The issues that matter most include:

+ Major defects (e.g., structural failures) v Safety hazards (e.g., exposed live wiring)
+ Conditions leading to major defects (e.g., roof leaks)
¥ lIssues affecting financing, occupancy, or insurance

Selling? Consider a Pre-Listing Inspection
Benefits include:
v Avoiding surprises by uncovering issues before listing ¥ Disputing report errors before buyers see them

¢ Scheduling the inspection on your terms ¥ Supporting your asking price with a professional
third-party report

« Reducing the chance of last-minute deal cancellations

¥ Having time to get competitive repair bids

Continue Protecting Your Investment

After you move in, download Vivid Home Inspections’ Home Maintenance Manual for
seasonal tips and maintenance guidance. Explore our free resources to help keep
your home in top condition.
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