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A year of groundbreaking milestones, from the first commitment of
public dollars to the first shovel in the ground- on the path to 1.7 miles of
connected, green, living corridor through the heart of Charleston.



A MESSAGE FROM OUR TEAM

When we set out to transform 1.7 miles of abandoned rail corridor back in 2012 into a
living green space connecting eight Charleston peninsula neighborhoods, we knew
the path forward would require patience, partnership, and persistence. In 2025, that
work came to life.

This was the year the City of Charleston made its historic $15.8 million commitment
through the Cooper River TIF, a landmark moment that signals what public-private
collaboration can achieve when a community rallies around a shared vision. It was
the year we welcomed our first Executive Director, deepened our board governance,
and on December 15th broke ground on the Lowline.

None of this happens without the donors, partners, neighbors, and advocates who
showed up at every step. This report is our thank you and our promise that the
best is still ahead.
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Frank Haygood

Board Chair, Friends of the Lowline

2025 AT A GLANCE

$15.8M $2.5M 1

City of Charleston Matching grant for First full time
commitment Bradford Park Executive Director of
Friends of the Lowline




$15.8M committed from the Cooper River TIF

A historic public commitment the largest single investment in the Lowline's history made
possible through the Cooper River Tax Increment Financing district. This funding
anchors Phase 1A construction.

DESIGN

DesignWorks selected as design firm

Scott Parker's firm DesignWorks, led by our founding Board member and longtime
champion of the Lowline was selected to bring the corridor's design to life. A full-circle
moment for the project.

ORGANIZATION

Friends of the Lowline hires its first Executive Director

A pivotal moment for our nonprofit's capacity and credibility. Bringing on our first Executive
Director signals a new chapter of professional management, donor stewardship, and
community engagement.

FUNDRAISING

$2.5M matching grant from the Speedwell Foundation

The Speedwell Foundation pledged a transformative $2.5 million matching grant — the
single largest private contribution to the Lowline to date. Every dollar raised is doubled,
making this the most powerful fundraising opportunity in our history.

GROUNDBREAKING

Groundbreaking ceremony — December 15, 2025

After years of planning, community engagement, and coalition-building, the first shovels
went into the ground on December 15, 2025. A celebration of every person who believed in
this project and helped make it real.

























