
 
 

Community Impact Overview 

THE LOWLINE: WHO IT SERVES AND WHY IT MATTERS 

For more than 50 years, Interstate 26 has divided the Charleston peninsula. Eight 
neighborhoods from east to west, separated. Thousands of residents living on either side of a 
concrete barrier with no safe, direct connection between them. The Lowline changes that. 
Opening in 2027, 1.7 miles of linear park will run through the heart of the peninsula, 
transforming an abandoned rail corridor into a free, public green space for every person who 
lives, learns, works, or visits here. 

PARK ACCESS 

Only 54% of Charleston residents live within a 10-minute walk of a park, well below the national 
average of 76% for the 100 most populous U.S. cities. Just 7% of Charleston's land is dedicated 
to parks and recreation, compared to a national median of 15%. Phase 1 of the Lowline adds 7 
acres of publicly accessible green space to the center of the peninsula, the most significant 
expansion of parkland in a generation. 
 

 

SAFETY 

Preliminary 2025 data 
from the South 
Carolina Highway 
Patrol shows that 152 
pedestrians and 
cyclists have already 
died on South Carolina 
roads this year.  
 
The Lowline provides a protected, car-free route through the center of the peninsula, giving 
residents, students, and visitors a safe alternative for daily travel. Friends of the Lowline 
partners with Charleston Moves and the East Coast Greenway Alliance to advance broader bike 
and pedestrian safety across the city. 



 
 

SCHOOLS ALONG THE CORRIDOR 

 

CLIMATE AND RESILIENCE 

The Lowline doesn't just add green space. It puts the land to work, absorbing, filtering, and 
returning water to the ground before it floods the streets. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 

An independent analysis by HR&A Advisors projected the following impacts for Charleston over 
20 years as a result of the Lowline: 9,090 construction jobs created. 4,620 permanent jobs 
supported. $4.8 billion in total projected economic output. 500,000 estimated annual visitors, 
including 125,000 tourists new to the Charleston market, generating $8.2 million in incremental 
annual visitor spending. 

Research on the fastest-growing companies in the country found that one in five leaders named 
parks and quality-of-life factors as a primary criterion for choosing where to locate. The Lowline 
positions Charleston to compete for that investment. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Construction is underway. Opening in 2027. The question now is what we build together. 
 

Courtney Olson, Executive Director 
Friends of the Lowline 

courtney.olson@friendsofthelowline.org  |  617-301-0720 
friendsofthelowline.org  |  1629 Meeting Street, Suite A, Charleston, SC 29405 


