
Apostille, Authentication
and Legalization

Process Used for Required by… Description

Apostille Hague Convention
countries

Governments,
schools, courts

Single certificate issued by the Secretary of
State. No consulate required.

Authentication Countries outside
the Hague
Convention

State offices in
the U.S.

The state verifies the signature of the notary
or official. Replaces the apostille.

Legalization Countries outside
the Hague
Convention

Embassies or
consulates

Final approval by the destination country
after authentication.


