
Wisconsin High School Rodeo Association 
By Lori Jason Loch 

A huge thank you to the Wisconsin Horse Council for your generous sponsorship and 
continued support of youth rodeo in Wisconsin! 

The Wisconsin Junior High Rodeo Association had an outstanding State Finals with 43 
contestants completing more than 250 runs. We are excited to send 27 junior high 
contestants to the National Junior High Finals Rodeo! 

The Wisconsin High School Rodeo Association also had an incredible State Finals, with 
70 contestants completing 435 runs. We are proud to have 70 high school contestants 
qualifying for the National High School Finals Rodeo!  

Your support helps provide opportunities for countless rodeo contestants and equine 
enthusiasts across our state. Between our junior high and high school rodeos, we 
estimate that more than 150 horses participated at our rodeos!  

Please join us in following the Wisconsin Horse Council and supporting the important 
work they do to promote and strengthen Wisconsin’s equine community.  

Thank you for investing in the future of rodeo and horsemanship!  
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WHC Mission Statement 
To represent, protect and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin 

through leadership, education, service and communication. 

WHC Vision Statement 
To take a pro-active role in the future growth and development 

of the equine industry. 

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests are 

in line with the WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement.  Our membership 
year follows the calendar year.  Members will receive a free e-newsletter 

and the option to purchase a printed newsletter where FREE classified 
ads can be placed and business card, 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be 

purchased as well.  The newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 
The WHC currently sends out six issues per year. 

The WHC employs a professional lobbyist who works with us on pending 
legislation as needed for the equine industry.  We continue to work on 

adding new benefits for our members.  Please feel free to contact us with 
your comments or suggestions.  Thank you! 

ATTENTION! 
 

Tear out pages 25 & 26 to fold as a 
handy brochure to keep or to share! 

This month’s featured brochure is 
“Stick to the Rules”. 

 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2026 

Executive Officers 
President - Anne Murphy 
    608-513-4488 
    equuspo@gmail.com 
Vice President - Heather Kuenzi 
    920-285-0701 
    kepponyclubcenter@gmail.com 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller5732@outlook.com  
 Treasurer - Kricket Jewett 
    608-751-3288 
    kricketj@gmail.com 
 
 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Nancy Edwards 
262-853-5272, njrhorse80@gmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor 
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
Director at Large - Mark Long,  
715-323-3666, yeahicanfixthat2@gmail.com 
District 1 Rep - Chris Nelson 
715-557-0169, jpbird1862@gmail.com 
District 2 Rep - OPEN 
 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 
262-670-1426, bonshepherd@outlook.com 
District 4 Rep - Lauren Cnare 
608-235-9179, speckson@charter.net 
District 5 Rep - Dana Sechler, 
608-963-2380, danasechler@hotmail.com 
 
Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
121 S. Ludington Street 
P.O. Box 72 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 
Midwest Horse Fair 
Teri  Giannetti– Executive Director 
teri@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515 
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What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing         
equestrian community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, 
non-profit 501(c) (3) organization, and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support 
Wisconsin equine projects. 

The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 

  * Educational Initiatives   * Trail Development 
  * Equine Research   * Youth Scholarship and Participation 

What is our relationship with the Wisconsin Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-
WHC individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the 
State of Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 

The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent, protect and foster a unified equine      
industry in Wisconsin through leadership, education, service and communication. 

The WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the            
advancement of  equine activities and the equine industry in general. 

The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship 
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

WSHCEF Officers, Board Members & Volunteer Committee Members 
 

                  Officers 
 

President: Katie Bachhuber 
Vice President: Linda Ernsberger 
Secretary: Diane Sackett 
Treasurer: Nancy Young 
Board Members: Lori Helmer, Jan Pieper, 
  Jennifer Juliuson, 
  Gail Seasor- WHC Exec BOD Rep. 

                            Volunteer Committee Members  

 

  Karen Meekma  Dave Kluge 
 Sharon Hookstead Roxanne Cromheecke-Kluge 
 Rich Ernsberger   

Welcome to the Wisconsin State 
Horse Council Equine Foundation 

 

The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth 
cherishing; we are dedicated to strengthening this bond and enriching the 

equestrian experience in Wisconsin through education, research, 
charity, and scholarship. 

 

Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the 
WSHCEF tab at the top of the page 
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 Trail School 2026 - More Work, More Fun Than a 
Walk in the Park 

By Lauren Cnare 

It was a perfect week to hit the trails - even if it meant 
carrying in shovels, marking flags, Pulaskis and McCleods 
instead of a saddle bag picnic lunch or a backpack. 

That’s what 10 students at Wisconsin Horse Council’s 2026 
Trail Master Certification Course did May 13-16 at Kettle 
Moraine State Forest Southern Unit to learn and practice 
trail design, maintenance and construction. Students leave 
with a certification in trail design, construction and 
maintenance, and crew leadership. 

Trail School brings together park professionals, trail riders, 
bikers and hikers to learn how to properly plan a new trail 
or re-route; repair an existing trail segment suffering from 
wear and tear, and construct new simple and complex 

trails. After learning all about water movement, soil types, contours and human nature, 
students always comment: “I’ll never look at a trail the same way again….” 

Because so many trails are managed by volunteers groups (horseback rider trail associations, 
city, county and state park friends groups, Ice Age Trail groups, and off-road bicycle clubs), 
students also learn critical and practical “crew leader” or volunteer management skills through 
hands-on practice and creative role play.  

According to Mike Riter, owner of Trail Design Specialists and course instructor, “All trail 
systems benefit from community partnership and engagement. Trail maintenance volunteer 
days connect people to each other and their favorite trails and activities. When volunteer days 
are thoughtfully planned and safely run, people leave with more skills and more enthusiasm to 
be part of caring for trails - and that’s critical as outdoor recreation continues to grow and 
professional staff are called on to do more in their own roles.”   

In a mix of indoor lecture and outdoor action, students worked on a 50-foot section of a horse 
trail, installing a rolling grade dip to guide water off the trail and prevent erosion. They also 
re-routed a 100-yards segment of the Ice Age Trail moving the path of fragile areas of a 
hillside.  
         Continued on next page... 
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 ...continued from previous page 

Trail School 2026 - More Work, More Fun Than a Walk in the Park 

Many thanks to the South Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association for welcoming 
and feeding the weary crew with a catered pasta dinner, and spending time with 
the students to share their own trail support strategies and gratitude for the work. 

Trail Master Certification Course is offered annually in early- to mid-summer by the 
Wisconsin Horse Council. The location rotates around the state, focusing on an ar-
ea that includes horse trails. Look for details on the next class at the WHC web-
site https://wisconsinhorsecouncil.org/trails in late 2026 or early 2027.  

This course is sponsored and supported by a grant from the Wisconsin DNR and the Wisconsin Horse 
Council. 
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 Fundraiser Ride/Hike Supports Future Trail Improvements 
By Sandy Rogers 

More than 90 participants enjoyed beautiful weather and camaraderie at 
the 11th annual Friends of Governor Dodge Equestrian Fundraiser Ride and 
Hike on June 7 at Governor Dodge State Park. Activities included a treasure 
hunt trail ride and hike, taco bar lunch, jar raffle, Galloping Garden Wand 
assembly, and plenty of opportunities to reconnect with friends. 
Participants also received a custom "Trails for Tomorrow" T-shirt 
commemorating this year's event. 

The ride/hike, combined with an online auction held the previous week, resulted in a highly 
successful fundraiser. Thanks to the generous support of numerous sponsors—including the 
Wisconsin Horse Council—as well as local businesses and individual donors, the event 
exceeded its fundraising goal. Additional contributions from equestrians who support 
expanded trail opportunities at Governor Dodge further boosted the total. 

A key focus of the campaign is the proposed connector trail linking the 15
-mile Driftless Trail to the park's inner trail network. The trail would 
provide new riding opportunities while improving safety and access for 
equestrians. The project recently moved a step closer to reality after 
being included in the draft Master Plan for the Western Coulees and 
Ridges region, which includes Governor Dodge State Park. Event 
attendees had the opportunity to learn more about the planning process 
and how to provide feedback supporting the connector trail. 

Although the connector trail is relatively short, the project carries an 
estimated cost of nearly $75,000 and requires extensive planning and permitting. The Friends 
continue to work with the DNR to secure the necessary approvals, including permits for a 
water crossing, while actively pursuing grant opportunities and welcoming donations 
designated for the project. 

The proposed connector trail may be small in 
length, but its impact on the equestrian 
experience at Governor Dodge will be substantial. 

Amy Miess-Alexander, of Ranchers Spirit 
Photography, was there to capture the smiles, 
memories, and fun of the day. 
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 Wyoming Saddle Co. & Rocking M Ranch Arena 
By Anne Murphy, WHC President 

Wyoming Saddle Co. and Rocking M Ranch Arena are nestled among the 
steep hills and deep valleys of Richland County. 

This is a family owned and operated family business.  Mike and Terri 
McCormick provide whatever you might need from new saddles to 
saddle fitting and restoration.  The store may not be large, but it is filled 
with merchandise and the smell of leather.  A fragrance favorite among 
many horse people! 

Adjacent to the retail building is the Rocking M Ranch Arena.  This event 
venue hosts NBRA and IBRA events all season.   WHC District 5 has become a sponsor for the 
Rocking M Ranch Arena events this year.  The place to go for barrel racing competitions and 
viewing!  Good luck to all the competitors!  

Photo left to right: Billy McCormick, Terri McCormick, Mike McCormick 
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 The Ideal State of Funding for the Wisconsin Outdoors 

Report by Anne Murphy, WHC President 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) manages over 1,700 miles of land-based 
state trails and partners with county entities for 
co-operative trails. Trail planning, funding, and 
maintenance are advised by statewide councils and 
supported through grants and coalitions. 

The Wisconsin DNR has organized a new group to 
help foster good relationships between trail user 
groups and the DNR.  This group includes people 

who are part of hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, equestrian, ATV and snowmobiling, cross 
country skiing, etc. 

The first gathering was held at the Horicon Marsh DNR Center in May 2026.  Seating was 
assigned, and each table of eight had a cross section representation of different user groups. 

Key Points from the Consortium 

Includes more funding. Members overwhelmingly agree that more funding is needed. 
Members cited statewide and group-specific surveys indicating that there is grassroots 
willingness for Wisconsinites to pay more to support conservation and outdoor recreation. 

Is equitable for Wisconsinites. There is support from members for a funding solution that is 
equitable across all those who benefit from a well-managed and maintained Wisconsin 
outdoors, including consumptive, non-consumptive, and commercial users, as well as the 
general Wisconsin population (e.g., a sales tax that is applied to all residents regardless of user 
affinity). 

Is sustainable for future generations. Members support a funding solution that will be 
sustainable in the long-term, securing funds for the Wisconsin outdoors for generations to 
come. Solutions like a percent of sales tax are attractive because they are robust to future 
inflation changes. There is also support for increasing license fees, with some members 
specifying that increases should continue to occur in regular increments every few years to 
keep up with inflation in the future. One-time or short-term solutions are not seen as 
attractive because they will only be “band-aids” to a larger problem. 

         Continued on next page... 
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 ...continued from previous page 

 

The Ideal State of Funding for the Wisconsin Outdoors 
 

Builds on the success of established models. While an ideal solution must be large-scale and 
sustainable, it must also be realistic. Members look to the success of other established models 
and mechanisms that are perceived as conservation funding successes, such as the Missouri 
Model and the Minnesota Model. 

Unifies the Consortium and all who care for the Wisconsin Outdoors. There is broad consen-
sus across Consortium members that funding for the Wisconsin outdoors is a critical issue that 
affects all. There is support to mobilize the Consortium to action, and that those actions can 
unify us across outdoor-focused groups. Members discussed opportunities to “broaden the 
tent” and unify even more groups. 

Suggestions and Concerns Raised by Members 

Negative feedback loop. Members are concerned that, as DNR has to cut services over fund-
ing issues, it may cause further problems with public perception, as the public receives less 
benefits (e.g., less positive experience at state parks, less hunting and fishing opportunity) and 
may become less willing to pay more to support those services if they are having a negative 
experience. 

Frustration with securing additional funding. Members are frustrated that desired changes 
are difficult to get implemented. Members perceive broad consensus for additional funding 
and are frustrated with a lack of progress toward implementing solutions by decision makers. 
Several members suggested that Consortium member groups and others band together to ini-
tiate action. 

Importance of communication and education. Members stressed that people need to know 
what their dollars are supporting. There is broad consensus over the importance of effective 
public communication, including media attention on the Consortium and showing the public 
that user groups are involved in these discussions. Effective communication and education 
about the importance of the outdoors was seen as critical to support both funding solutions, 
as well as generally exciting people about the incredible natural resources in our state. 

 

 



    Page 12				          	    July / August	 	       		         Wisconsin Horse Council 	

 Shared Memories from the Midwest Horse Fair’s 
45th Anniversary Event in 2026 

 

The following memories were submitted by those visiting the Wisconsin Horse Council booth 
at the Midwest Horse Fair in 2026 in honor of the them celebrating their 45th event.  We 
asked everyone to share their favorite memory from their time spent at the Midwest Horse 
Fair.  Thank you to those who took the time to share their memories, we hope that you enjoy 
reading them! 

 “Bringing my mare for marvelous clinics in 2015.” 

 “Marie Hoffman Total Horse Method Clinic.” 

 “Seeing drill teams for the very first time.” 

 “Watching my youngest son cantering and jumping behind the barn.” 

 “Loving the excelling clinicians.” 

 “Friend reunions.” 

 “Being a vendor outside in rain, snow, wind, and even sun!  Twenty years of memories.” 

 “Breakfast with Amber Marshall.” 

 “Getting to see friends that you rarely get to see and finding tack.” 

 “Rodeo with my mom.” 

 “Seeing the Hotshots perform.” 

 “My favorite memory is the rodeo.” 

 “Nice fair with nice people.” 

 “Performing in the Coliseum during the rodeo with my second family, my drill team, on my 
rodeo pony Rocket.  Rocketman always gets excited and perks his ears up when he hears 
the crowd. - G.C. Mid-Western Rodeo Queen” 

 “We drove through a blizzard so my daughter could ride bareback and bridleless in the 
Grand March.   What a memory?” 

 “Riding the perimeter.” 

 “Dan James at the evening show, dancing with his palomino.” 
         Continued on next page... 
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 ...continued on next page 

Shared Memories from the Midwest Horse Fair’s 45th Anniversary Event in 
2026 

 

 “Judging the FFA competition.” 

 “I brought home a new work saddle and still use it.” 

 “Bedding stalls with Ray Antoniewicz in 1979.” 

 “Seeing the clinics they are the best!” 

 “I love the horses so much!” 

 “Learning trick riding.” 

 “Spending the day with my friend.  A beautiful day after a ton of rain!” 

 “I’ve been coming for the last 16 years.  I come to watch the sales and shows.” 

 “Picking out a new silk scarf from Wild Wild Rags each year.” 

 “The amazing transitions from the drill teams competition to anniversary celebrations.” 

““TToo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  ssoouull  ooff  aa  hhoorrssee  iiss  tthhee  cclloosseesstt  hhuummaann  
bbeeiinnggss  ccaann  ccoommee  ttoo  kknnoowwiinngg  ppeerrffeeccttiioonn..  

--  AAuutthhoorr  UUnnkknnoowwnn  
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, 
Dodge, Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Mani-
towoc, Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, 
Waupaca, Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempea-
leau, Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District Map 

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

September / October Issue: 
August 15th at noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  
Ads and articles are best sent in electronic format 

(prefer MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 

WHC District 1:
Contact - Paulette Adair
715-554-2904
lucksaddlery@gmail.com

WHC District 2:
Contact - Kevin Griepentrog 
715-203-5401
gkevin@midwestcapitalpartners.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601
rideendurance2@yahoo.com

WHC District 4:
Contact - Lauren Cnare 
608-235-9179
speckson@charter.net

WHC District 5:
Contact - Mark Long 
715-323-3666
yeahicanfixthat2@gmail.com



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

Important Dates to Remember 
 
  July 4  Independence Day 
  July 14-16 WI Farm Tech Days 
  July 22 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 
  July 26 WHC District 2 Monthly Meeting 
 
  August 26 WHC BOD Monthly Meeting 

* Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming Events, included in each issue of the CounciLetter, as 
well as posted on the WHC website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and more! 


