
John Henry Graf and Barbara Staheli Graf 
Pioneer Home Moved from Silver Reef, Utah 

Johan Heinrich (John Henry) Graf was born in Rebstein, 
Switzerland in 1886. At the age of 10 years, he 
immigrated with his family to the United States after 
joining the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
They, along with other settlers from Switzerland, were 
sent to Santa Clara to expand the community there, and 
to raise grapes and cotton.  

Barbara Staheli was born on December 25, 1861, the 
first Swiss baby born in the old fort in Santa Clara. In 
January, shortly after she was born a flood came down 
the Santa Clara River and started washing away the fort. 
Jacob Hamblin saved her by carrying her across the 
flooding river. 
 
John Henry Graf married Barbara Staheli on October 15,1884. Shortly after their 
marriage John Henry was able to secure an old 15’x30’ frame house from the mining 
camp in Silver Reef, Utah, about 30 miles northeast of the little town of Santa Clara. 
 
John Henry was able to somehow, with a team of horses, move this little house to 
Santa Clara. He placed it on a lava rock foundation, building a cellar under half of the 
house. Once the house was in place they added an adobe room on the back which 
became the kitchen. 
 

The Grafs had four children, George Albert Graf, John 
Henry Graf, Barbara Wilhelmina Graf and Sophia 
Amanda Graf. 
 

On January 2, 1891, John Henry Graf passed away 
from Pneumonia leaving his wife a widow to raise the 4 
young children. With much faith and perseverance, 
Barbara raised her family in this small home, and it has 
stayed in the Graf family for over 140 years. The last 
occupant of the home was Barbara’s youngest 
daughter, Sophia Amanda (Mandy). The home has 
been known as “Mandy’s house” for at least 80 years, 

since the 1940s. 

 



Mandy died in 1966, and 
the home has been vacant 
since then, deteriorating 
over the years. 

The home is owned by 
John Henry and Barbara’s 
great-granddaughter, Vicki 
Frei Laswell. In 2022 
restoration began on the 
little house. 

 
The video linked HERE tells the story of the 
restoration of this precious relic of the pioneer years 
of Santa Clara, Utah. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/_DoZo5pcF1M?si=oRCkobAhChCFtaVa
https://youtu.be/_DoZo5pcF1M?si=oRCkobAhChCFtaVa
https://youtu.be/_DoZo5pcF1M?si=oRCkobAhChCFtaVa

