
Dear neighbors,
In the past few weeks, I’ve heard the idea that only Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights residents can speak up about the future of the Shaker Lakes Parklands. I’ve also heard, though less frequently, the suggestion that the Lakes are “just for rich people.”
Both ideas are not only wrong, they are deeply damaging. They silence voices, and they threaten one of the most important public landscapes on the East Side.
Here is the truth:
The Shaker Lakes Parklands are owned by the City of Cleveland, leased by Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights, and have been used for generations by residents of this region. Communities such as University Heights, Buckeye, Larchmere, Kinsman, Mt. Pleasant, South Euclid, and others use the Lakes every day. This fall there were kids visiting from Lakewood!
And of course, Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights residents have always cared deeply about the Lakes, this message is simply to make sure everyone else knows their voices matter just as much.
The Lakes were given to the public in perpetuity-
-not to one zip code,
-not to one municipality,
-not to one income group-
but to everyone.
Why these exclusionary narratives are harmful:
• They erase the long-standing, everyday use of the Lakes by surrounding communities.
• They discourage people from speaking up, even though their voices matter just as much.
• They create a false divide that makes it easier for outside agencies to overlook broad public concern.
• They distract from what is truly at stake: the potential loss of a rare, historic, ecological public treasure.
My experience at Van Aken this fall confirmed this.
I spoke with dozens of people, and what stood out most was how many residents from surrounding communities expressed immediate, heartfelt support for keeping the Lakes. I talked to people from Kinsman, Buckeye, Larchmere, University Heights — and even as far as Solon, who told me without hesitation:  “The Lakes must stay.”

													Cont’d

Not a single person from these communities said otherwise. And just as importantly, Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights residents expressed the exact same commitment.  That night, support for protecting the Lakes was truly universal across the East Side.
What concerned me most was how many people believed they “couldn’t sign on” or shouldn’t speak up because they weren’t Shaker or Cleveland Heights residents.
Let me be absolutely clear:
If you love the Lakes, you have every right to be heard.
You do not need a Shaker address to care about a landscape owned by Cleveland, used by the entire region, and cherished by generations.
These Lakes belong to all of us.
-They are rare.
-They are historic.
-They are environmentally important.
-They are culturally significant.
-And they are irreplaceable.
They are one of the East Side’s most important public assets, and once destroyed, they are gone forever.
If you value the Lakes, we need your voice. This is a moment when community matters more than municipal boundaries.
Please speak up, stay involved, and stand with the people across all our communities who understand what is at stake.
The Shaker Lakes belong to you, too.

