TEMPLATE 10
EDUCATION, CHILDREN & FUTURE GENERATIONS
Keith C. Sendziak
Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207
keith.c.sendziak@usace.army.mil
Re: Public Comment and Request for Public Hearing
Permit Application LRB-2016-01374
Doan Brook Restoration at Horseshoe Park Project
Dear Mr. Sendziak:
I am submitting this comment regarding Permit Application LRB-2016-01374 and respectfully request that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers conduct a public hearing before making any final permitting decision.
The proposed undertaking is situated within the North Union Shaker Site and the Shaker Village Historic District, both listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The project also affects public parkland, environmental resources, recreational opportunities, and long-term community interests. Significant public interest and continuing controversy remain regarding the project's impacts, alternatives, and future consequences.
A public hearing would provide residents, agencies, consulting parties, and other interested stakeholders an opportunity to present information and concerns directly into the administrative record before final decisions are made.
I am concerned about the effect this project may have on the educational value of the Shaker Lakes Parklands and the experiences available to future generations.
For many children and families, the parklands provide opportunities to learn about nature, history, wildlife, waterways, and the environment through direct experience. Children learn by exploring trails, observing birds and wildlife, fishing, canoeing, kayaking, walking along the water's edge, and experiencing the landscape firsthand.
Some of the most meaningful and lasting encounters with nature occur through unstructured exploration and discovery. A child who spots a heron, catches a fish, finds a turtle, follows animal tracks, or simply spends time outdoors develops a connection to the natural world through those experiences. These opportunities for discovery are difficult to measure, but they are an important part of the educational value of the parklands.
The Shaker Lakes Parklands also provide opportunities for people of all ages to learn about the region's history, natural resources, and cultural heritage. The lakes, dams, waterways, wetlands, parklands, and historic features together create a setting that encourages curiosity, exploration, and lifelong learning.
Educational value is not limited to formal programs or organized activities. Nor is it limited to designated areas or new "educational amenities." The landscape itself serves as a place of discovery, allowing children and adults to learn through observation, exploration, and direct interaction with nature, history, and the environment.
I encourage the Corps to consider how proposed changes may affect the educational opportunities currently available within the parklands and what experiences will be available to future generations. Decisions made today will shape how children, families, students, and visitors experience and learn from this landscape in the years ahead.
Because this project may affect the educational, historical, recreational, and environmental experiences available to future generations, and because these issues continue to generate substantial public interest and controversy, I believe a public hearing is warranted.
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
I respectfully request that this comment be included in the administrative record for Permit Application LRB-2016-01374 and considered as part of the Corps' public-interest review, environmental review, and permitting decision-making process.
For the reasons described above, I respectfully request that the Corps conduct a public hearing so that residents, agencies, consulting parties, and other interested stakeholders may present information and concerns regarding the issues raised by this application before any final permitting decision is made.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
[CITY, STATE]
cc:
Kristen Koehlinger
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office
Ohio History Connection
800 East 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211
kkoehlinger@ohiohistory.org
Jaime Loichinger
Director
Office of Federal Agency Programs
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F Street NW, Suite 308
Washington, DC 20001
jloichinger@achp.gov
Pat Billett
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Division of Surface Water
50 West Town Street, Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
pat.billett@epa.ohio.gov
David Emerman
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Division of Surface Water
50 West Town Street, Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
david.emerman@epa.ohio.gov
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