ASH WOVEN Book Club Conversation Guide
A story of service, survival, legacy, and the strength we do not know we have until life demands it.
Ash Woven is more than a military family story. It is a book about what happens when history stops being something behind us and becomes the very thing holding us up. Through generations of service, a family of nine children, war, catastrophic injury, caregiving, fire, loss, faith, and stubborn hope, Ash Woven asks one central question:
What are we made of when everything we thought we could count on burns away?

A Suggested Flow for Your Book Club Discussion
1. Legacy: What Do We Inherit?
The book begins with the idea that family history is not just a record of names and dates. It can become a source of courage.
Discuss:
What parts of your own family story have shaped you, even if you did not fully understand them at the time?
Is legacy a burden, a gift, or both?

2. Service: What Does Patriotism Really Cost?
In Ash Woven, service is not abstract. It lives inside a marriage, a home, a family, and the bodies of those who serve.
Discuss:
How did this book change or deepen your understanding of military service?
What sacrifices are often invisible to the public?

3. Trauma: When Life Splits Into “Before” and “After”
Kimmy’s traumatic brain injury changes every rhythm of family life. The book does not romanticize suffering, but it refuses to let tragedy have the final word.
Discuss:
Have you ever experienced a moment that divided your life into “before” and “after”?
What did you lose, and what did you discover in yourself?

4. Caregiving: Love When There Is No Applause
Caregiving is often described as noble, but Ash Woven shows the exhaustion, loneliness, devotion, and sacredness of it.
Discuss:
Why do we often fail to see caregivers until we become one or need one?
What does love look like when it is repeated in ordinary tasks day after day?

5. The Fire: What Survives the Ashes?
The house fire becomes more than a disaster. It becomes a symbol of what can be destroyed, and what cannot.
Discuss:
What “fires” have you lived through — literal or emotional?
What remained after the smoke cleared?

6. Hope: Is Strength Found or Built?
The heart of Ash Woven is not that life becomes easy. It is that strength can rise from places we did not know existed.
Discuss:
Do you believe people are born strong, or do they become strong through what they endure?
Where in the book did you see hope appear in an unexpected way?

Questions That Go Deeper
1. What scene or theme stayed with you the longest, and why?
2. Did the book challenge anything you believed about disability, trauma, caregiving, or military families?
3. How does the title Ash Woven speak to the story?
4. What does the book suggest about the difference between surviving and truly living?
5. Where did you see beauty inside hardship?
6. What would you tell someone who is in the middle of their own “ash” right now?

Closing Reflection
Before you leave the discussion, ask each person to complete this sentence:
“This book made me think differently about…”
Then ask one final question:
What strength might already be woven into your own life that you have not yet recognized?

