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ONTARIO RETIREMENT HOUSING DECISION GUIDE

Retirement Communities in Ontario
Answer first: Begin with the kind of independence, service and future support you want - then compare the legal
arrangement, total cost and location. An adult lifestyle home, a licensed retirement home, support at home and long-term care
solve different problems.

Compare Ontario communities Plan your move

Independent information reviewed July 26, 2026. Property and service details must be confirmed for the specific option you are considering.

https://adultcommunities.ca/retirement-communities-in-ontario
https://adultcommunities.ca/55-plus-communities-in-ontario
https://flaherty.ca/kevinscalendar
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MAKE THE FIRST DECISION CORRECTLY

Four pathways that should not be treated as one
market
The phrase retirement community can describe a lifestyle neighbourhood, a rental residence with services, a plan to remain at home with
support, or a long-term care setting. Decide which pathway you mean before comparing communities.

Pathway Best fit What you arrange First verification

Adult lifestyle home Independent buyers or renters who want a
downsizer-friendly home and community
setting.

Purchase or rental of the home. Care and
personal services are normally separate.

Ownership, governing documents, fees,
maintenance, resale and actual age or
occupancy rules.

Licensed retirement
home

People who want rental accommodation with
meals, services, care options and organized
support.

A private-pay tenancy and service package
directly with the retirement home.

RHRA licence, agreement, service package,
care options, current charges and notice
provisions.

Support at home People whose present home still works if
services, accessibility or caregiver support
can be arranged.

Home modifications plus publicly funded,
private-pay or family support as applicable.

Home suitability, service availability, caregiver
capacity, total cost and contingency plan.

Long-term care People whose health and personal-care
needs require the long-term care pathway.

Eligibility assessment and placement
through Ontario Health atHome.

Eligibility, placement process, home selection,
accommodation and current care information.

Licensed retirement homes
Ontario describes retirement homes as privately operated residences
where residents typically pay for accommodation and may purchase
meals, care and other services. Residents apply directly to the home.

Ontario: find a retirement home

Retirement Homes Regulatory Authority

Long-term care is different
Long-term care homes provide a regulated care setting for people
whose needs meet the provincial eligibility and placement process. It
should not be presented as another adult lifestyle purchase option.

Ontario: choosing a long-term care home

Ontario: explore your care options

A useful decision rule
If you are choosing a property, begin with ownership, location, fees and resale. If you are choosing a service setting, begin with the
agreement, included services, care capacity and how the arrangement changes when needs increase.

INDEPENDENT-LIVING HOUSING

Identify the legal arrangement before comparing
homes
Similar-looking bungalows or suites can place very different responsibilities on the resident. The exact property documents determine what
you own, pay for, maintain and may transfer.

Arrangement What it generally means Documents and costs to confirm

Standard freehold The buyer owns the home and land. Shared obligations can
still exist through agreements, easements or associations.

Title, survey, agreements, taxes, insurance, utilities, maintenance and any
shared charges.

Condominium The buyer owns a unit interest and shares common elements
under a condominium corporation. Boundaries and
obligations vary.

Status certificate, declaration, bylaws, rules, budget, reserve information, fees
and owner responsibilities.

Land lease The resident may own the dwelling while renting the site from
a landlord or operator.

Site agreement, site rent, services, increases, maintenance, approval,
transfer and resale provisions.

Life lease The resident buys a contractual interest or right to occupy
while the sponsor owns the property.

Agreement, occupancy right, monthly charges, transfer, exit, refund, estate
and reserve provisions.

Rental housing The resident rents a home or suite. The lease and any service
agreement control the arrangement.

Rent, inclusions, utilities, parking, services, restrictions, changes, notice and
termination provisions.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-retirement-home
https://www.rhra.ca/en/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/choosing-long-term-care-home
https://www.ontario.ca/page/explore-your-care-options
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SERVICES AND FUTURE SUPPORT

Choose for the life you expect, not only the life you
have today
A good plan balances current independence with realistic future needs. The answer is not always more service now; it is knowing what can
be added, what cannot and how easily you could change course.

Decision area Questions for an independent home Questions for a service-based residence

Daily living Can the home, entry, bedroom and bathroom work with reduced
mobility? Can changes be made?

Which meals, housekeeping, laundry, medication and personal-care
services are available?

Health support Which home-care, private-care, community and family supports could
realistically reach this location?

What care can the residence provide now, and what happens if needs
increase?

Transportation Could you manage daily needs if driving became difficult? Are family,
transit or services practical?

Which transportation, escort or appointment services are included or
available?

Social connection Are activities optional and appealing? Would you actually use the
clubhouse, trails or groups?

How are programs scheduled, staffed and adapted for different needs?

Contingency What would trigger another move, and how quickly could the home be
sold or transferred?

Can residents move between service levels or suites, and on what
terms?

Plan B: Record the service, move or care threshold that would cause you to reassess. Staying at home can remain a real option when the location,
modifications, support, caregiver capacity and cost are workable. Ontario supportive-housing options | CMHC seniors-housing options

COMPARE TOTAL COST

Separate housing costs from service and care costs
A single monthly number can hide important differences. Build a property- or residence-specific total using current documents and written
service information. Avoid undated province-wide price ranges.

Cost category Independent ownership or rental Retirement residence or added support

Entry and move Purchase deposit or rental deposit, closing, legal, inspection, moving,
financing and setup.

Deposit, moving, suite setup and any initial service or assessment
charges.

Housing Mortgage if any, rent, property tax, condominium fees, site rent,
life-lease charges and insurance.

Accommodation charge and any required base package.

Utilities and
maintenance

Heat, hydro, water, telecom, equipment, repairs and
owner-responsibility items.

Confirm which utilities, housekeeping, laundry and maintenance
services are included.

Lifestyle Club, golf, recreation, transportation, dining and pay-per-use
amenities.

Programs, dining upgrades, transportation, guest services and
personal services.

Support and care Home care, private care, mobility equipment, modifications and
caregiver support.

Care package, medication support, personal assistance and future
service levels.

Future and exit Fee changes, repairs, assessments, resale timing, selling costs and
transfer restrictions.

Fee changes, notice, suite transfer, increased-care pricing and
move-out terms.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/supportive-housing-options
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/consumers/owning-a-home/aging-in-place/housing-options-for-seniors
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LOCATION AND LIFESTYLE FIT

Test daily life, not only the model home or amenity list
A community can look appealing on paper and still be impractical. Visit at the times and in the conditions that reveal how you would
actually live there.

Tour questions that change decisions

Question Why it matters

Is walking to everyday amenities genuinely practical? A pleasant internal path does not necessarily mean groceries, healthcare or downtown services
are walkable.

Which amenities are included in mandatory charges? Optional memberships can be a benefit when non-users are not required to pay through housing
fees.

What happens if I stop driving? The location should still support appointments, shopping and social connection.

How does the home handle reduced mobility? Main-floor living is helpful, but entries, baths, widths, parking and winter access also matter.

THREE INDEPENDENT-LIVING EXAMPLES

Community names do not replace address-specific
due diligence
These published Ontario community pages illustrate how attractive adult lifestyle settings can require different ownership, fee and
document questions.

Watermark Community - Mono
Structure: Vacant-land condominium

Watermark includes detached homes and a community centre. Downtown Orangeville amenities are not a practical walk for most residents.

Key check: Confirm the current fee and inclusions, unit boundaries, owner maintenance and property-specific restrictions.

Open the published community page

Briar Hill - Alliston
Structure: Multiple phases, home formats and condominium corporations

Housing arrangements differ by phase and address. Residents value resort options and paths along the Nottawasaga River.

Key check: Identify the phase, property type, corporation, fee, maintenance allocation and optional resort or golf costs.

Open the published community page

Legacy Pines - Palgrave
Structure: Condominium-registered community with multiple corporations

Legacy Pines includes detached and semi-detached bungalow and bungaloft formats. Golf and club activities use separate optional memberships.

Key check: Confirm the exact corporation, status certificate, fee, inclusions, unit form and optional membership choices.

Open the published community page

Why this is not another directory: This guide helps you choose a housing and support pathway. The separate Ontario community directory supplies the
complete regional browsing inventory and current-listings routes.

https://adultcommunities.ca/watermark-community
https://adultcommunities.ca/watermark-community
https://adultcommunities.ca/briar-hill
https://adultcommunities.ca/briar-hill
https://adultcommunities.ca/legacy-pines
https://adultcommunities.ca/legacy-pines
https://adultcommunities.ca/55-plus-communities-in-ontario
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DECISION CHECKLIST

Answer these questions before you commit
Use this checklist for the specific home, residence or support plan you are considering. Record who supplied each answer and when.

1 Which pathway am I choosing? Independent purchase or rental, licensed retirement home, support at home, or long-term care.

2 What exactly would I own, rent or receive? Identify the legal interest, accommodation and services.

3 Which current documents control the
arrangement?

Obtain the status certificate, agreement, lease, service schedule or placement information that applies.

4 What is mandatory and what is optional? Separate housing, amenities, memberships, services and care.

5 What is my current total monthly cost? Use dated, written figures for the actual option.

6 What would a higher-support scenario cost? Add likely services, care, transportation and family or caregiver capacity.

7 Does the location work without ideal conditions? Test winter access, reduced driving, healthcare, family and daily needs.

8 Does the home or suite support mobility? Check entry, bathing, bedroom, widths, parking, stairs and modification rights.

9 What can change after I move? Review charges, services, rules, care capacity, assessments and notice provisions.

10 What happens when I leave? Understand sale, transfer, approval, notice, refund, exit cost and estate treatment.

11 What is my Plan B? Write down the trigger that would cause you to add support or move again.

12 How will I coordinate my present home? Plan sale timing, financing, possession, moving and temporary accommodation.

Build a three-option shortlist
Compare one preferred choice, one lower-service alternative and one higher-support alternative. This makes the trade-offs visible and
gives your family a practical contingency plan.

My three-option shortlist

Option Housing / support pathway Key cost to verify Plan B or trigger

1 Preferred choice

2 Lower-service alternative

3 Higher-support alternative
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PLAN THE MOVE

Connect the housing decision to the sale of your
present home
The best move sequence depends on your finances, possession date, service needs and tolerance for uncertainty. Build the timeline
before making commitments.

Stage Action

1. Establish equity Obtain a property-specific home evaluation and estimate selling costs and likely net proceeds.

2. Confirm the destination Verify the exact housing or service arrangement, documents, costs, timing and conditions.

3. Choose the sequence Decide whether to sell first, buy or lease first, use a condition, bridge the gap or arrange temporary housing.

4. Coordinate support Arrange legal, financing, inspection, moving, accessibility, care and family responsibilities.

5. Recheck before commitment Confirm that nothing material changed in the property, documents, fees, services or timing.

Request a home evaluation Read the downsizing checklist

Browse Ontario adult lifestyle communities

Find information on adult lifestyle communities across Ontario.

Use the regional directory to compare locations, open direct community sections
and follow current-listings pathways where available.

Visit AdultCommunities.ca

Sources and important information
Research reviewed July 26, 2026. Key public sources: Ontario retirement-home information; RHRA; Ontario supportive-housing options; Ontario care options; Ontario
long-term-care guidance; CMHC seniors-housing options.

Important information: This guide provides general housing and real estate information. Availability, ownership, charges, services, care, rules and government programs
can change. The current listing, title, status certificate, governing agreement, lease, residence documents, inspection and advice from the appropriate legal, financial,
healthcare and other professionals provide the final information for a specific decision.

Kevin Flaherty, Broker | eXp Realty, Brokerage | 1-877-352-4378 | Book a planning call

https://flaherty.ca/homeeval
https://adultcommunities.ca/downsizing-to-55-plus-community-checklist
https://adultcommunities.ca/
https://adultcommunities.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-retirement-home
https://www.rhra.ca/en/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/supportive-housing-options
https://www.ontario.ca/page/explore-your-care-options
https://www.ontario.ca/page/choosing-long-term-care-home
https://www.ontario.ca/page/choosing-long-term-care-home
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/consumers/owning-a-home/aging-in-place/housing-options-for-seniors
https://flaherty.ca/kevinscalendar

