
BOOK 40 OF 66 · NEW TESTAMENT · GOSPELS

MATTHEW
The King has arrived

AUTHOR Matthew, also called Levi, a tax collector who left his booth to follow Je­
sus 9:9. The book does not name its author, but the early church, start­
ing with Papias around AD 125, credited it to Matthew.

EVENTS TOOK PLACE About 6 BC to AD 30, from the birth of Jesus to His resurrection.
DATE WRITTEN Many conservative scholars say the AD 50s or 60s. Many others say AD 

70 to 90.
WRITTEN TO Mostly Jewish believers. Matthew quotes the Old Testament more than 

any other Gospel to prove Jesus is the promised King.
ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS Matthew was the most quoted Gospel in the early church and survives 

in thousands of Greek manuscripts.
KEY VERSE Matthew 5:17. I have not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, but to 

fulfill them.

THE OLDEST PIECE OF MATTHEW
This scrap of papyrus is called Papyrus 104. It holds a few lines of Matthew 21 in Greek and was dug 
up in the trash heaps of the Egyptian town of Oxyrhynchus. Most experts date it to about AD 150 to 
200, which makes it the oldest known copy of any part of Matthew. You can still read Greek words 
from the parable of the tenants in Matthew 21:34 to 37, like apekteinan, they killed, and palin 
apesteilen, again he sent. It shows Matthew was being copied and read far from Israel within about a 
hundred years of when it was written. Other early scraps, Papyrus 64 and Papyrus 67, from about 
AD 200, hold parts of Matthew 3, 5 and 26.
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Historical Setting

Israel is under Roman occupation. King Herod runs things for Rome, taxes are crushing, 
and the people are waiting for the Messiah to show up and kick the Romans out. The reli­
gious leaders are split between Pharisees, who add rules on top of rules, and Sadducees, 
who run the temple and do not believe in the resurrection. Into all of this walks a carpenter 
from Nazareth who says the kingdom of heaven has come near.

What Was Going Wrong

RELIGION WITHOUT HEART. Leaders honored God with their lips while their hearts were far 
from Him 15:8.
RULES ON TOP OF RULES. Traditions were treated like Scripture, and heavy loads were put 
on people’s shoulders 23:4.
A TEMPLE FOR PROFIT. The house of prayer had become a den of robbers 21:13.
WRONG KIND OF MESSIAH. People wanted a warrior to beat Rome, not a Savior to die for 
sin 16:21 to 23.
OUTSIDERS PUSHED OUT. Tax collectors, sinners and Gentiles were treated as beyond 
God’s reach 9:10 to 13.

The Idiot Proof Summary

Jesus is the King the Old Testament promised. Matthew proves it over and over, showing 
prophecy after prophecy coming true. Jesus is born in Bethlehem, heals the sick, teaches 
with authority and calls ordinary people to follow Him. The religious leaders reject Him and 
hand Him over to be crucified. But the grave cannot hold Him. The risen King sends His 
followers into the whole world to make disciples.

Matthew at a Glance: Five Big Sermons

CH 5 to 7 THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

How citizens of the kingdom live.
CH 10 SENDING OUT THE TWELVE

How to tell others about the kingdom.
CH 13 THE KINGDOM PARABLES

How the kingdom grows.
CH 18 LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY

How the King’s family treats each other.
CH 24 to 25 THE OLIVET DISCOURSE

How the kingdom ends and the King returns.

Where Jesus Shows Up

MATTHEW 1:23  Born of a virgin and called Immanuel, God with us. Fulfills Isaiah 7:14.

MATTHEW 2:6  Born in Bethlehem. Fulfills Micah 5:2.

MATTHEW 21:5  Enters Jerusalem on a donkey. Fulfills Zechariah 9:9.

MATTHEW 27:9 TO 10  Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver. Fulfills Zechariah 11:12 to 13.

What to Watch for in Matthew

MESSIANIC PROPHECIES 1:1, 1:18-23, 1:25, 2:1-11, 2:16-18, 2:23, 3:3 and 53 more

MESSIANIC FORESHADOW 1:12-16, 2:15, 9:36, 12:41, 23:35, 24:37-39, 27:33
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE 3:1-2, 10:17-18, 11:9, 16:28, 20:23, 26:6-11, 26:13 and 2 more

PROPHETIC FORESHADOW 10:35-36

PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN HISTORY 24:4-5, 24:9, 24:14

END TIMES PROPHECIES 8:11, 19:28, 24:6-8, 24:15-22, 24:29-31, 24:36, 24:40-44 and 2 more

THE HEART 5:8, 5:28, 6:21, 9:4, 12:34, 13:19, 15:18-19 and 2 more

ARCHAEOLOGY 4:23, 24:2, 27:59

MIRACLES 1:24, 2:12-13, 2:19, 4:11, 8:1-10, 8:12-15, 8:23-27 and 17 more

DEMONIC 4:1-3, 4:8-10, 4:24, 7:22-23, 8:28-34, 9:32-34, 10:1 and 6 more

NOTABLE 5:43-44, 6:1-6, 6:19-20, 6:24, 7:1-5, 13:53, 13:55-58 and 3 more

JESUS SPEAKING Words in red are Jesus speaking, or God the Father speaking from heaven.

BLOODLINE OF CHRIST Names underlined in red are in the family line of Jesus.

Cool Stuff Most People Miss

FULFILLED, FULFILLED, FULFILLED
Matthew uses the phrase to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet again and again. He is 
building a legal case, and this Bible marks every exhibit.

A SCANDALOUS FAMILY TREE
Jesus’ genealogy names four women besides Mary: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and the wife of 
Uriah. Three were foreigners and at least two had messy stories. God put grace right in the 
family tree.

FIVE SERMONS LIKE FIVE BOOKS
Each of the five big sermons ends with the words When Jesus had finished. Many scholars 
think Matthew is echoing the five books of Moses.

A TAX MAN WRITES ABOUT MONEY
The former tax collector records more teaching about money, debts and treasure than you 
might expect, including the coin in the fish’s mouth in 17:27.

Did Anybody Listen?

The disciples took the Great Commission seriously. Within a few decades the good news 
had spread across the Roman Empire, and today followers of Jesus live in nearly every na­
tion on earth. The last words of the book are still in force: I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES MESSIANIC FORESHADOW BLOODLINE OF CHRIST

1
CHAPTER 1 IN 30 SECONDS

Matthew opens with a family tree, which sounds 
boring until you notice who is in it: a con man, a 
widow who dressed up to trick her father in law, a 
foreign prostitute and a king who stole another 
man's wife. God's family has always had some 
explaining to do. Then a virgin is pregnant, and 
Joseph has the most confusing week of his life.

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS // RUTH 4:18–22; LUKE 

3:23–38

1 This is the record of the genealogy of Je­
sus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham:

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Judah and his 

brothers.

3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah 
by Tamar,

Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Ram.

4 Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon.

5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
6 and Jesse the father of David the king.

Next:

David was the father of Solomon by 
Uriah’s wife,

7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asa.

8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
and Joram the father of Uzziah.

9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah.

10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh,

MT 1:1 [FULFILLS] Messiah would be of David's lineage 
and 2 more ← 2SA 7:12; 1CH 17:11; PS 18:50 p.···
MT 1:1 [NAME] Jesus is Yeshua in Hebrew. It is the same 
name as Joshua.
MT 1:2 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 1CH 1:34; 2:1-15; 
3:5-19 p.···
MT 1:3 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← RUTH 4:18-22 p.···
MT 1:6 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 2SA 11:3; 12:24 p.···

Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and 

his brothers
at the time of the exile to Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon:

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,
and Eliakim the father of Azor.

14 Azor was the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Achim,
and Achim the father of Eliud.

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the 

husband of Mary,
of whom was born Jesus, who is called 

Christ.
17 In all, then, there were fourteen genera­
tions from Abraham to David, fourteen 
from David to the exile to Babylon, and 
fourteen from the exile to the Christ.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS // ISAIAH 7:10–16; LUKE 2:1–7

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged in marriage to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Be­
cause Joseph her husband was a right­
eous man and was unwilling to disgrace 
her publicly, he resolved to divorce her 
quietly.
20 But after he had pondered these things, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to embrace Mary as your 
wife, for the One conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a 
Son, and you are to give Him the name 

MT 1:11 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 2KI 24:14-16 p.···
MT 1:12 [FULFILLS] God would make Zerubbabel like His 
signet ring ← HAG 2:23 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 1:18 [FULFILLS] The Redeemer would be born of a 
woman (the seed of the woman) and 3 more ← GEN 3:15; 
IS 7:14; IS 49:1; JER 31:22 p.···
MT 1:18 [MIRACLE] Virgin conception of Christ
MT 1:20 [MIRACLE] Angel of Yahweh appears to Joseph 
in dreams (3 times)
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES MIRACLES OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW

Jesus, because He will save His people 
from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a son,

and they will call Him Immanuel”

(which means, “God with us”).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and embraced Mary as his wife. 25 But he 
had no union with her until she gave birth 
to a Son. And he gave Him the name Je­
sus.

2
CHAPTER 2 IN 30 SECONDS

Wise men from the east follow a star and ask the 
one question you never ask a paranoid king: 
Where is the newborn King? Herod does not take 
it well. An angel sends Joseph's family to Egypt, 
which is the first recorded case of a family vaca­
tion that was really witness protection.

THE PILGRIMAGE OF THE MAGI // MICAH 5:1–6

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 2

asking, “Where is the One who has been 
born King of the Jews? We saw His star in 
the east and have come to worship Him.”
3 When King Herod heard this, he was dis­
turbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And 

MT 1:21 [PROPHECY] Mary would bear a Son named Je­
sus who would save His people from their sins → MT 
1:25; MT 26:28; ACTS 5:31 p.···
MT 1:21 [FULFILLS] Called Yeshua ← IS 12:2 · MEDIUM 
p.···
MT 1:21 [FULFILLS] He would come and save His people 
← IS 35:4 p.···
MT 1:21 [NAME] Yeshua means Yahweh saves. That is 
why the angel says He will save His people from their 
sins.
MT 1:23 [FULFILLS] 'The King is among them' ← NUM 
23:21 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 1:23 [FULFILLS] Announced as 'Behold your God!' ← 
IS 40:9 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 1:23 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 7:14 p.···
MT 1:24 [MIRACLE] Virgin conception of Christ
MT 1:25 [FULFILLS] Mary would bear a Son named Je­
sus who would save His people from their sins ← MT 1:21 
p.···
MT 2:1 [ARCHAEOLOGY] Herodian quarry, Herodium 
tomb (2007), Caesarea Maritima, Masada — extensive 
material culture → FIELD NOTES p.6
MT 2:1 [FULFILLS] Great kings (Magi) would visit Him ← 
PS 72:10-11 p.···
MT 2:1 [FULFILLS] Born in Bethlehem ← MIC 5:2a p.···
MT 2:2 [FULFILLS] Balaam's prophecy: a Star and 
Scepter to come out of Jacob ← NUM 24:17 p.···
MT 2:2 [FULFILLS] He would bear the title of King ← PS 
2:6 p.···

when he had assembled all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he 
asked them where the Christ was to be 
born.
5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet has written:

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah,
for out of you will come a ruler

who will be the shepherd of My people Is­

rael.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
learned from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 And sending them to 
Bethlehem, he said: “Go and search care­
fully for the Child, and when you find Him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship Him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went 
on their way, and the star they had seen in 
the east went ahead of them until it stood 
over the place where the Child was. 10

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
great delight. 11 On coming to the house, 
they saw the Child with His mother Mary, 
and they fell down and worshiped Him. 
Then they opened their treasures and 
presented Him with gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.
12 And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they withdrew to their 
country by another route.
THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT // HOSEA 11:1–7

13 When the Magi had gone, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up!” he said. “Take the Child and His 
mother and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I 

MT 2:6 [QUOTES] Direct ← MIC 5:2 p.···
MT 2:9 [MIRACLE] The star goes ahead of the Magi and 
stops over the Child
MT 2:11 [NOTABLE] Gold covered the ark, myrrh led the 
holy anointing oil and pure frankincense crowned the in­
cense, Exodus 25:11; 30:23, 34. The Protoevangelium of 
James, not Scripture, says Mary grew up in the temple, 
and Luke 1:36 ties her to Elizabeth, a daughter of Aaron, 
so many believe she was half Levite. She would have 
known how to make the holy oil, which makes one won­
der if Jesus healed with it. Jesus sent His disciples out 
two by two, and they anointed the sick with oil and 
healed them, Mark 6:7, 13.
MT 2:11 [FULFILLS] Nations would come bearing gold 
and frankincense ← IS 60:6 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 2:12 [MIRACLE] The Magi are warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES MESSIANIC FORESHADOW MIRACLES OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW

tell you, for Herod is going to search for 
the Child to kill Him.”
14 So he got up, took the Child and His 
mother by night, and withdrew to Egypt, 15

where he stayed until the death of Herod. 
This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called 

My Son.”

WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING // JEREMIAH 

31:1–25

16 When Herod saw that he had been out­
witted by the Magi, he was filled with 
rage. Sending orders, he put to death all 
the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were two years old and under, according 
to the time he had learned from the Magi. 
17 Then what was spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,

because they are no more.”

THE RETURN TO NAZARETH // LUKE 2:39–40

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 
20 “Get up!” he said. “Take the Child and 
His mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those seeking the Child’s life are now 
dead.”
21 So Joseph got up, took the Child and 
His mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he learned that Archelaus was 
reigning in Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 
having been warned in a dream, he with­
drew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he 
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. 
So was fulfilled what was spoken through 
the prophets: “He will be called a 
Nazarene.”

MT 2:13 [MIRACLE] Angel of Yahweh appears to Joseph 
in dreams (3 times)
MT 2:15 [FULFILLS] He would be called out of Egypt ← 
HOS 11:1 p.···
MT 2:16 [FULFILLS] Rachel weeping in Ramah for her 
children who are no more ← JER 31:15 p.···
MT 2:18 [QUOTES] Direct ← JER 31:15 p.···
MT 2:19 [MIRACLE] Angel of Yahweh appears to Joseph 
in dreams (3 times)
MT 2:23 [FULFILLS] Called a Nazarene ← IS 11:1 · 
MEDIUM p.···

FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFIDENCE: HIGH 

FOR HEROD, MEDIUM FOR THE TOMB

HERODIUM: HEROD’S 
PALACE FORTRESS
MATTHEW 2:1 TO 16

Herodium from the air. The round palace fortress Herod 
built on top of the hill.

WHAT IT IS

A huge palace fortress King Herod built 
on a cone shaped hill a few miles south­
east of Bethlehem. From the top you 
can see Bethlehem.
HOW OLD IT IS

Built by Herod about 23 to 15 BC. Herod 
died in 4 BC and was buried there, 
though whether the tomb Netzer found 
is really his is disputed.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Excavated for decades by Israeli ar­
chaeologist Ehud Netzer. In 2007 he an­
nounced he had found Herod’s tomb on 
the slope of the hill.
WHERE IT IS TODAY

Herodium National Park. Many finds 
were shown at the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem.
WHAT IT CONFIRMS

Herod the Great was a real king, a mas­
sive builder and famously paranoid. The 
historian Josephus says he killed his 
own wife and several of his sons. A man 
like that killing the boys of Bethlehem 
fits exactly who he was.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

No record outside the Bible mentions 
the killing of the boys of Bethlehem, 
which was a small village. Some schol­
ars also question whether the tomb Net­
zer found is really Herod’s.
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE DEMONIC OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW

JESUS SPEAKING

3
CHAPTER 3 IN 30 SECONDS

John the Baptist lives in the desert, wears camel 
hair, eats bugs and calls the religious leaders a 
pack of snakes. Somehow crowds still show up. 
Then Jesus comes to be baptized, the heavens 
open, and God the Father personally announces 
who His Son is.

THE MISSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST // ISAIAH 

40:1–5; MARK 1:1–8; LUKE 3:1–20; JOHN 1:19–28

1 In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2

and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near.” 3 This is he who was spo­
ken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for Him.’”
4 John wore a garment of camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist. His 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People 
went out to him from Jerusalem and all 
Judea and the whole region around the 
Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when John saw many of the Phar­
isees and Sadducees coming to his place 
of baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 
vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit, then, in 
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that 
out of these stones God can raise up chil­
dren for Abraham. 10 The axe lies ready at 
the root of the trees, and every tree that 
does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.
11 I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but after me will come One more powerful 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork 

MT 3:1 [FULFILLS] Baby John would be a prophet who 
goes before the Lord to prepare His way ← LK 1:76-77 
p.···
MT 3:3 [FULFILLS] His coming preceded by a forerunner 
(John the Baptist) ← IS 40:3-4 p.···
MT 3:11 [PROPHECY] The One coming after John would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit → ACTS 1:5; ACTS 2:1-4; 
ACTS 11:16 p.···
MT 3:11 [FULFILLS] The Lord would come like a refiner's 
fire to purify His people ← MAL 3:2-3 · MEDIUM p.···

is in His hand to clear His threshing floor 
and to gather His wheat into the barn; but 
He will burn up the chaff with unquench­
able fire.”
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS // MARK 1:9–11; LUKE 3:21–

22; JOHN 1:29–34

13 At that time Jesus came from Galilee to 
the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 
John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by You, and do You come 
to me?”
15 “Let it be so now,” Jesus replied. “It is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness in 
this way.” Then John permitted Him.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, He 
went up out of the water. Suddenly the 
heavens were opened, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
resting on Him. 17 And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased!”

4
CHAPTER 4 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus fasts forty days and the devil shows up 
with three offers, even quoting Scripture to do it. 
Jesus answers every one with Deuteronomy. Then 
He walks up to some fishermen and says Follow 
Me, and they leave their nets on the spot, which is 
still the greatest job interview in history.

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS // MARK 1:12–13; LUKE 

4:1–13

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2

After fasting forty days and forty nights, 
He was hungry.
3 The tempter came to Him and said, “If 
You are the Son of God, tell these stones 
to become bread.”
4 But Jesus answered, “It is written:

‘Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.’”

MT 3:16 [FULFILLS] Anointed with the Holy Spirit beyond 
measure and 2 more ← PS 45:7; IS 11:2; IS 61:1a p.···
MT 3:16 [MIRACLE] Spirit as dove; Father's voice at Je­
sus' baptism
MT 3:17 [FULFILLS] Declared to be the Beloved Son of 
God ← PS 2:7 p.···
MT 4:1 [DEMONIC] The tempter comes to Jesus in the 
wilderness
MT 4:4 [QUOTES] Direct ← DT 8:3 p.···
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES ARCHAEOLOGY MIRACLES DEMONIC OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW JESUS SPEAKING

5 Then the devil took Him to the holy city 
and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple. 
6 “If You are the Son of God,” he said, 
“throw Yourself down. For it is written:

‘He will command His angels concerning You,
and they will lift You up in their hands,

so that You will not strike Your foot

against a stone.’”
7 Jesus replied, “It is also written: ‘Do not 

put the Lord your God to the test.’”
8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high 
mountain and showed Him all the king­
doms of the world and their glory. 9 “All 
this I will give You,” he said, “if You will fall 
down and worship me.”
10 “Away from Me, Satan!” Jesus told him. 
“For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God 

and serve Him only.’”
11 Then the devil left Him, and angels came 
and ministered to Him.
JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY // ISAIAH 9:1–7; MARK 

1:14–15; LUKE 4:14–15

12 When Jesus heard that John had been 
imprisoned, He withdrew to Galilee. 13

Leaving Nazareth, He went and lived in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea in the re­
gion of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophet Isa­
iah:

15 “Land of Zebulun
and land of Naphtali,

the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles⁠—⁠
16 the people living in darkness

have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death,
a light has dawned.”

17 From that time on Jesus began to 
preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near.”

MT 4:6 [QUOTES] Direct ← PS 91:11-12 p.···
MT 4:7 [QUOTES] Direct ← DT 6:16 p.···
MT 4:8 [DEMONIC] Away from Me, Satan!
MT 4:10 [QUOTES] Direct ← DT 6:13 p.···
MT 4:11 [MIRACLE] Angels come and minister to Jesus 
after the temptation
MT 4:12 [FULFILLS] His ministry would begin in Galilee ← 
IS 9:1-2 p.···
MT 4:15 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 9:1-2 p.···
MT 4:17 [FULFILLS] He would preach righteousness 
publicly in Israel ← PS 40:9 · MEDIUM p.···

THE FIRST DISCIPLES // MARK 1:16–20; LUKE 5:1–11; 

JOHN 1:35–42

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They 
were casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow Me,” Je­
sus said, “and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 20 And at once they left their nets 
and followed Him.
21 Going on from there, He saw two other 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
Jesus called them, 22 and immediately 
they left the boat and their father and fol­
lowed Him.
JESUS HEALS THE MULTITUDES // MARK 3:7–12; 

LUKE 6:17–19

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and sickness among the people. 24 News 
about Him spread all over Syria, and peo­
ple brought to Him all who were ill with 
various diseases, those suffering acute 
pain, the demon-possessed, those having 
seizures, and the paralyzed, and He 
healed them.

FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFIDENCE: HIGH

THE MAGDALA 
SYNAGOGUE
MATTHEW 4:23 · LUKE 8:2

Aerial view of the first century synagogue at Magdala.

MT 4:23 [ARCHAEOLOGY] Magdala Synagogue → FIELD 
NOTES p.8
MT 4:24 [DEMONIC] People bring the demon possessed 
and Jesus heals them
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WHAT IT IS

One of the oldest synagogues ever 
found in Galilee, from the town of Mag­
dala on the Sea of Galilee, the home­
town of Mary Magdalene.
HOW OLD IT IS

Built around the time of Jesus, about 
the early first century AD. A coin from 
AD 29 was found inside it, and it was 
used until about AD 67, when the Ro­
mans attacked Galilee.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Found in 2009 by the Israel Antiquities 
Authority during construction on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee.
WHAT WAS INSIDE

A carved stone block called the Mag­
dala Stone, showing a seven branched 
menorah like the one in the temple.
WHERE IT IS TODAY

The ruins are at the Magdala site near 
Migdal, Israel, on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee.
WHAT IT CONFIRMS

The synagogue was in use in the first 
century. Matthew says Jesus went 
throughout Galilee teaching in their syn­
agogues. This is exactly the kind of 
building He taught in, in a town He 
passed through.

25 Large crowds followed Him, having 
come from Galilee, the Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jor­
dan.

5
CHAPTER 5 IN 30 SECONDS

The Sermon on the Mount begins. Jesus says the 
poor in spirit, the mourners and the persecuted 
are the blessed ones, which is the opposite of 
every self help book ever written. Then He raises 
the bar: anger is like murder and lust is like adul­
tery. Nobody in the crowd is feeling great about 
themselves.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up 
on the mountain and sat down. His disci­
ples came to Him, 2 and He began to teach 
them, saying:
THE BEATITUDES // PSALM 1:1–6; LUKE 6:20–23

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness,
for they will be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward 
in heaven, for in the same way they per­
secuted the prophets before you.
SALT AND LIGHT // MARK 9:49–50; LUKE 14:34–35; 

PHILIPPIANS 2:12–18

13 You are the salt of the earth. But if the 
salt loses its savor, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer good for any­
thing, except to be thrown out and tram­
pled by men.
14 You are the light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket. In­
stead, they set it on a stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.
THE FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW

17 Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets. I have not come 
to abolish them, but to fulfill them. 18 For I 
tell you truly, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not a single jot, not a stroke of a 

MT 5:5 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← PS 37:11 p.···
MT 5:8 [HEART] Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God.
MT 5:17 [NOTABLE] Jesus did not come to throw out the 
Old Testament. He came to complete it. This is the key 
verse of Matthew.
MT 5:17 [FULFILLS] Yahweh would magnify His law and 
make it glorious ← IS 42:21 · MEDIUM p.···
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pen, will disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished.
19 So then, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do likewise will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever practices and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteous­
ness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the king­
dom of heaven.
ANGER AND RECONCILIATION // LUKE 12:57–59

21 You have heard that it was said to the 
ancients, ‘Do not murder’ and ‘Anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I 
tell you that anyone who is angry with his 
brother will be subject to judgment. Again, 
anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ 
will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But any­
one who says, ‘You fool!’ will be subject to 
the fire of hell.
23 So if you are offering your gift at the al­
tar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, 24 leave your 
gift there before the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift.
25 Reconcile quickly with your adversary, 
while you are still on the way to court. 
Otherwise, he may hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge may hand you over 
to the officer, and you may be thrown into 
prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get 
out until you have paid the last penny.
ADULTERY // LEVITICUS 18:1–30

27 You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not 

commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that any­
one who looks at a woman to lust after her 
has already committed adultery with her 
in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you 
to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part 

MT 5:21 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 20:13; DT 5:17 p.···
MT 5:27 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 20:14; DT 5:18 p.···
MT 5:28 [HEART] Jesus says lust in the heart is already 
adultery. Sin starts inside before it shows outside.

of your body than for your whole body to 
depart into hell.
DIVORCE // DEUTERONOMY 24:1–5; LUKE 16:18

31 It has also been said, ‘Whoever divorces 

his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces 
his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
brings adultery upon her. And he who 
marries a divorced woman commits adul­
tery.
OATHS AND VOWS // NUMBERS 30:1–16

33 Again, you have heard that it was said to 
the ancients, ‘Do not break your oath, but 

fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you 
not to swear at all: either by heaven, for it 
is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is 
His footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the great King. 36 Nor should you 
swear by your head, for you cannot make 
a single hair white or black. 37 Simply let 
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ 
Anything more comes from the evil one.
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES // LEVITICUS 24:17–23; LUKE 

6:27–36

38 You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for 

eye and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you not 
to resist an evil person. If someone slaps 
you on your right cheek, turn to him the 
other also; 40 if someone wants to sue you 
and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well; 41 and if someone forces you 
to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42

Give to the one who asks you, and do not 
turn away from the one who wants to bor­
row from you.
43 You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 

your neighbor’ and ‘Hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 
tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, 45 that you may 
be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? Do not 
even tax collectors do the same? 47 And if 

MT 5:31 [QUOTES] Quotes ← DT 24:1 p.···
MT 5:33 [QUOTES] Quotes ← LEV 19:12; NUM 30:2 p.···
MT 5:38 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 21:24; LEV 24:20 p.···
MT 5:43 [NOTABLE] Anybody can love their friends. Je­
sus raises the bar and tells us to love the people who 
hate us and to pray for them.
MT 5:43 [QUOTES] Direct ← LEV 19:18 p.···
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you greet only your brothers, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even 
Gentiles do the same?
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.

6
CHAPTER 6 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus says do your good deeds quietly, pray with­
out putting on a show, and stop worrying about 
tomorrow. He teaches the Lord's Prayer and 
points at the birds, who have never once stressed 
about groceries. Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also, which is a problem for 
anyone with a storage unit.

GIVING TO THE NEEDY // DEUTERONOMY 15:7–11

1 “Be careful not to perform your righteous 
acts before men to be seen by them. If 
you do, you will have no reward from your 
Father in heaven.
2 So when you give to the needy, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp­
ocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by men. Truly I tell 
you, they already have their full reward. 3

But when you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in 
secret. And your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.
THE LORD’S PRAYER // LUKE 11:1–4

5 And when you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites. For they love to pray standing 
in the synagogues and on the street cor­
ners to be seen by men. Truly I tell you, 
they already have their full reward. 6 But 
when you pray, go into your inner room, 
shut your door, and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. And your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.
7 And when you pray, do not babble on 
like pagans, for they think that by their 
many words they will be heard. 8 Do not 
be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask Him.
9 So then, this is how you should pray:

‘Our Father in heaven,

MT 6:1 [NOTABLE] If you do good things to get noticed, 
the applause is your whole reward. Give quietly, pray pri­
vately, and God sees it.

hallowed be Your name.
10 Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.’ [For 
Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.]

14 For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15 But if you do not forgive men their tres­
passes, neither will your Father forgive 
yours.
PROPER FASTING

16 When you fast, do not be somber like 
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces to show men they are fasting. Truly I 
tell you, they already have their full re­
ward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, 18 so that your 
fasting will not be obvious to men, but 
only to your Father, who is unseen. And 
your Father, who sees what is done in se­
cret, will reward you.
TREASURES IN HEAVEN // LUKE 12:32–34

19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. 20

But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not de­
stroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.
THE LAMP OF THE BODY // LUKE 11:33–36

22 The eye is the lamp of the body. If your 
eyes are good, your whole body will be 
full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light within you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!
24 No one can serve two masters: Either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or 

MT 6:13 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 1CH 29:11 p.···
MT 6:19 [NOTABLE] Jesus's core teaching on where to 
invest — earthly treasures perish; heavenly ones don't; 
'where your treasure is, there will your heart be also'
MT 6:21 [HEART] Where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.
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he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.
DO NOT WORRY // LUKE 12:22–31

25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of 
the air: They do not sow or reap or gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valu­
able than they? 27 Who of you by worrying 
can add a single hour to his life?
28 And why do you worry about clothes? 
Consider how the lilies of the field grow: 
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all his glory was 
adorned like one of these. 30 If that is how 
God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the furnace, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith?
31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles 
strive after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added unto you.
34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Today 
has enough trouble of its own.

7
CHAPTER 7 IN 30 SECONDS

Do not judge, take the log out of your own eye, 
ask and it will be given. The chapter ends with 
two builders, one on rock and one on sand. The 
crowd is amazed because Jesus teaches like 
someone who actually has authority, not like a 
guy reading from his notes.

MT 6:24 [NOTABLE] The impossibility of divided alle­
giance between God and money — one of Jesus's 
sharpest either/or statements
MT 6:29 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 1KI 10:4-7 p.···
MT 7:1 [NOTABLE] The most misunderstood and mis­
quoted verse in the Bible. Jesus is not saying never call 
anything wrong. Verse 5 says to take the beam out of 

JUDGING OTHERS // LUKE 6:37–42; ROMANS 14:1–12

1 “Do not judge, or you will be judged. 2 For 
with the same judgment you pronounce, 
you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you.
3 Why do you look at the speck in your 
brother’s eye but fail to notice the beam in 
your own eye? 4 How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ while there is still a beam in 
your own eye? 5 You hypocrite! First take 
the beam out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye.
6 Do not give dogs what is holy; do not 
throw your pearls before swine. If you do, 
they may trample them under their feet, 
and then turn and tear you to pieces.
ASK, SEEK, KNOCK // LUKE 11:5–13

7 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him 
who knocks, the door will be opened.
9 Which of you, if his son asks for bread, 
will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a 
fish, will give him a snake? 11 So if you who 
are evil know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good things to 
those who ask Him!
12 In everything, then, do to others as you 
would have them do to you. For this is the 
essence of the Law and the Prophets.
THE NARROW GATE // LUKE 13:22–30

13 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leads 
to destruction, and many enter through it. 
14 But small is the gate and narrow the way 
that leads to life, and only a few find it.
A TREE AND ITS FRUIT // LUKE 6:43–45

15 Beware of false prophets. They come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruit you 
will recognize them. Are grapes gathered 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17

Likewise, every good tree bears good 

your own eye, and then you will see clearly to help your 
brother. He is saying do not judge people for things you 
are guilty of yourself.
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fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad 
tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, by 
their fruit you will recognize them.
21 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will of My Fa­
ther in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in Your name, and in Your name drive out 
demons and perform many miracles?’
23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you workers 
of lawlessness!’
THE HOUSE ON THE ROCK // LUKE 6:46–49

24 Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and acts on them is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 The rain fell, the torrents raged, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; 
yet it did not fall, because its foundation 
was on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and does not act on them is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 The rain fell, the torrents raged, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell⁠—⁠and great was its collapse!”
THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS

28 When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were astonished at His 
teaching, 29 because He taught as one 
who had authority, and not as their 
scribes.

8
CHAPTER 8 IN 30 SECONDS

Now Jesus backs up the sermon with action. He 
touches a leper, heals a Roman officer's servant 
from a distance, calms a storm with a word and 
sends a legion of demons into a herd of pigs. The 
pig farmers ask Him to leave, which is the most on 
brand response to a miracle ever recorded.

MT 7:22 [DEMONIC] Many will say they drove out 
demons in His name
MT 7:23 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← PS 6:8 p.···
MT 7:29 [FULFILLS] He would speak the wisdom of God 
with authority ← PS 78:2b · MEDIUM p.···
MT 7:29 [FULFILLS] A learned counselor for the weary ← 
IS 50:4 · MEDIUM p.···

THE LEPER’S PRAYER // LEVITICUS 14:1–32; MARK 

1:40–45; LUKE 5:12–16

1 When Jesus came down from the moun­
tain, large crowds followed Him. 2 Sud­
denly a leper came and knelt before Him, 
saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can 
make me clean.”
3 Jesus reached out His hand and touched 
the man. “I am willing,” He said. “Be 
clean!” And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed.
4 Then Jesus instructed him, “See that you 
don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer the gift prescribed by 
Moses, as a testimony to them.”
THE FAITH OF THE CENTURION // LUKE 7:1–10; 

JOHN 4:43–54

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a 
centurion came and pleaded with Him, 6

“Lord, my servant lies at home, paralyzed 
and in terrible agony.”
7 “I will go and heal him,” Jesus replied.
8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not 
worthy to have You come under my roof. 
But just say the word, and my servant will 
be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell one 
to go, and he goes, and another to come, 
and he comes. I tell my servant to do 
something, and he does it.”
10 When Jesus heard this, He marveled 
and said to those following Him, “Truly I 
tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith. 11 I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the 
west to share the banquet with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will 
be thrown into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”
13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! 
As you have believed, so will it be done 
for you.” And his servant was healed at 
that very hour.

MT 8:1 [MIRACLE] Leper cleansed by Jesus' touch
MT 8:4 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← LEV 14:2-4 p.···
MT 8:5 [MIRACLE] Centurion's servant healed at a dis­
tance
MT 8:11 [PROPHECY] Many from east and west would 
feast with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom → 
STILL TO COME
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JESUS HEALS AT PETER’S HOUSE // MARK 1:29–34; 

LUKE 4:38–41

14 When Jesus arrived at Peter’s house, He 
saw Peter’s mother-in-law sick in bed with 
a fever. 15 So He touched her hand, and 
the fever left her, and she got up and be­
gan to serve Him.
16 When evening came, many who were 
demon-possessed were brought to Jesus, 
and He drove out the spirits with a word 
and healed all the sick. 17 This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophet Isa­
iah:

“He took up our infirmities

and carried our diseases.”

THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP // LUKE 9:57–62; LUKE 

14:25–33; JOHN 6:59–66

18 When Jesus saw a large crowd around 
Him, He gave orders to cross to the other 
side of the sea. 19 And one of the scribes 
came to Him and said, “Teacher, I will fol­
low You wherever You go.”
20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has no place to lay His head.”
21 Another of His disciples requested, 
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
22 But Jesus told him, “Follow Me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead.”
JESUS CALMS THE STORM // PSALM 107:1–43; 

MARK 4:35–41; LUKE 8:22–25

23 When He got into the boat, His disciples 
followed Him. 24 Suddenly a violent storm 
came up on the sea, so that the boat was 
engulfed by the waves. But Jesus was 
sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke 
Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are per­
ishing!”
26 “You of little faith,” Jesus replied, “why 
are you so afraid?” Then He got up and 
rebuked the winds and the sea, and it was 
perfectly calm.

MT 8:14 [MIRACLE] Peter's mother-in-law healed of 
fever
MT 8:16 [DEMONIC] Jesus cast out many demons; the 
Gadarene demoniacs (Legion in Mark/Luke)
MT 8:16 [FULFILLS] He bore our infirmities ← IS 53:4a 
p.···
MT 8:17 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 53:4 p.···
MT 8:23 [MIRACLE] Jesus calms the storm with a word

27 The men were amazed and asked, 
“What kind of man is this? Even the winds 
and the sea obey Him!”
THE DEMONS AND THE PIGS // MARK 5:1–20; LUKE 

8:26–39

28 When Jesus arrived on the other side in 
the region of the Gadarenes, He was met 
by two demon-possessed men coming 
from the tombs. They were so violent that 
no one could pass that way.
29 “What do You want with us, Son of 
God?” they shouted. “Have You come 
here to torture us before the appointed 
time?”
30 In the distance a large herd of pigs was 
feeding. 31 So the demons begged Jesus, 
“If You drive us out, send us into the herd 
of pigs.”
32 “Go!” He told them. So they came out 
and went into the pigs, and the whole 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea and died in the waters.
33 Those tending the pigs ran off into the 
town and reported all this, including the 
account of the demon-possessed men. 34

Then the whole town went out to meet Je­
sus. And when they saw Him, they 
begged Him to leave their region.

9
CHAPTER 9 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus forgives a paralyzed man's sins, then heals 
him to prove He can. He calls Matthew, a tax col­
lector, and throws a party with other sinners, 
which scandalizes the religious crowd. Jesus says 
the sick need a doctor, not the healthy. He then 
raises a dead girl and heals the blind and the 
mute.

JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC // MARK 2:1–12; LUKE 

5:17–26

1 Jesus got into a boat, crossed over, and 
came to His own town. 2 Just then some 
men brought to Him a paralytic lying on a 
mat. When Jesus saw their faith, He said 
to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your 
sins are forgiven.”

MT 8:28 [DEMONIC] Jesus cast out many demons; the 
Gadarene demoniacs (Legion in Mark/Luke)
MT 9:2 [MIRACLE] Jesus forgives and heals a paralyzed 
man
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3 On seeing this, some of the scribes said 
to themselves, “This man is blaspheming!”
4 But Jesus knew what they were thinking 
and said, “Why do you harbor evil in your 
hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 
6 But so that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins…” Then He said to the paralytic, “Get 
up, pick up your mat, and go home.” 7 And 
the man got up and went home.
8 When the crowds saw this, they were 
filled with awe and glorified God, who had 
given such authority to men.
JESUS CALLS MATTHEW // MARK 2:13–17; LUKE 

5:27–32

9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a 
man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth. “Follow Me,” He told him, and 
Matthew got up and followed Him.
10 Later, as Jesus was dining at Matthew’s 
house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and ate with Him and His disciples. 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked 
His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?”
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13

But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire 

mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners.”
QUESTIONS ABOUT FASTING // MARK 2:18–20; 

LUKE 5:33–35

14 Then John’s disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Why is it that we and the 
Pharisees fast so often, but Your disciples 
do not fast?”
15 Jesus replied, “How can the guests of 
the bridegroom mourn while He is with 
them? But the time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken from them; then 
they will fast.
THE PATCHES AND THE WINESKINS // MARK 2:21–

22; LUKE 5:36–39

16 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth 
on an old garment. For the patch will pull 

MT 9:4 [HEART] Jesus knew their thoughts and asked 
why they were thinking evil in their hearts.
MT 9:13 [QUOTES] Direct ← HOS 6:6 p.···
MT 9:15 [PROPHECY] The Bridegroom would be taken 
away from His friends → MT 27:50; JN 19:30 p.···

away from the garment, and a worse tear 
will result.
17 Neither do men pour new wine into old 
wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, 
the wine will spill, and the wineskins will 
be ruined. Instead, they pour new wine 
into new wineskins, and both are pre­
served.”
THE HEALING TOUCH OF JESUS // MARK 5:21–43; 

LUKE 8:40–56

18 While Jesus was saying these things, a 
synagogue leader came and knelt before 
Him. “My daughter has just died,” he said. 
“But come and place Your hand on her, 
and she will live.”
19 So Jesus got up and went with him, 
along with His disciples. 20 Suddenly a 
woman who had suffered from bleeding 
for twelve years came up behind Him and 
touched the fringe of His cloak. 21 She said 
to herself, “If only I touch His cloak, I will 
be healed.”
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take 
courage, daughter,” He said, “your faith 
has healed you.” And the woman was 
healed from that very hour.
23 When Jesus entered the house of the 
synagogue leader, He saw the flute play­
ers and the noisy crowd. 24 “Go away,” He 
told them. “The girl is not dead, but 
asleep.” And they laughed at Him.
25 After the crowd had been put outside, 
Jesus went in and took the girl by the 
hand, and she got up. 26 And the news 
about this spread throughout that region.
JESUS HEALS THE BLIND AND MUTE // MARK 7:31–

37

27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind 
men followed Him, crying out, “Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!”
28 After Jesus had entered the house, the 
blind men came to Him. “Do you believe 
that I am able to do this?” He asked.

“Yes, Lord,” they answered.
29 Then He touched their eyes and said, 
“According to your faith will it be done to 

MT 9:18 [MIRACLE] Jairus' daughter raised and a bleed­
ing woman healed
MT 9:27 [MIRACLE] Two blind men healed
MT 9:27 [FULFILLS] God would raise up one of David's 
own sons and set up his kingdom ← 1CH 17:11 p.···
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you.” 30 And their eyes were opened. Je­
sus warned them sternly, “See that no one 
finds out about this!” 31 But they went out 
and spread the news about Him through­
out the land.
32 As they were leaving, a demon-pos­
sessed man who was mute was brought 
to Jesus. 33 And when the demon had 
been driven out, the man began to speak. 
The crowds were amazed and said, 
“Nothing like this has ever been seen in 
Israel!”
34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the 
prince of demons that He drives out 
demons.”
THE LORD OF THE HARVEST // LUKE 10:1–12

35 Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every disease and sickness. 36

When He saw the crowds, He was moved 
with compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.
37 Then He said to His disciples, “The har­
vest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into His harvest.”

10
CHAPTER 10 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus sends out the Twelve with strict instruc­
tions: travel light, expect rejection and shake the 
dust off your feet when a town will not listen. He 
warns that following Him will split families. But He 
also says God counts the hairs on your head, 
which is encouraging for some of us more than 
others.

THE TWELVE APOSTLES // MARK 3:13–19; LUKE 

6:12–16

1 And calling His twelve disciples to Him, 
Jesus gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, so that they could drive them out 
and heal every disease and sickness.

MT 9:32 [DEMONIC] Mute man healed when Jesus cast 
out a demon
MT 9:36 [FULFILLS] Moses' request for a leader so the 
congregation be not as sheep without a shepherd ← 
NUM 27:16 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 10:1 [DEMONIC] Jesus gave the twelve authority over 
unclean spirits to cast them out

2 These are the names of the twelve apos­
tles: first Simon, called Peter, and his 
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus.
THE MINISTRY OF THE TWELVE // MARK 6:7–13; 

LUKE 9:1–6

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the fol­
lowing instructions: “Do not go onto the 
road of the Gentiles or enter any town of 
the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost 
sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this 
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received; freely give.
9 Do not take along any gold or silver or 
copper in your belts. 10 Take no bag for the 
road, or second tunic, or sandals, or staff; 
for the worker is worthy of his provisions.
11 Whatever town or village you enter, find 
out who is worthy there and stay at his 
house until you move on. 12 As you enter 
the home, greet its occupants. 13 If the 
home is worthy, let your peace rest on it, 
but if it is not, let your peace return to 
you. 14 And if anyone will not welcome you 
or heed your words, shake the dust off 
your feet when you leave that home or 
town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more 
bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the 
day of judgment than for that town.
SHEEP AMONG WOLVES // 2 TIMOTHY 1:3–12

16 Behold, I am sending you out like sheep 
among wolves; therefore be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 But 
beware of men, for they will hand you 
over to their councils and flog you in their 
synagogues. 18 On My account you will be 
brought before governors and kings as 
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19

But when they hand you over, do not 
worry about how to respond or what to 

MT 10:8 [DEMONIC] Jesus gave the twelve authority 
over unclean spirits to cast them out
MT 10:17 [PROPHECY] They will deliver you up to coun­
cils and scourge you in their synagogues; you will be 
brought before governors and kings for My sake → Ful­
filled throughout Acts p.···
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say. In that hour you will be given what to 
say. 20 For it will not be you speaking, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you.
21 Brother will betray brother to death, and 
a father his child; children will rise against 
their parents and have them put to death. 
22 You will be hated by everyone because 
of My name, but the one who perseveres 
to the end will be saved.
23 When they persecute you in one town, 
flee to the next. Truly I tell you, you will 
not reach all the towns of Israel before the 
Son of Man comes.
24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. 25 It is enough 
for a disciple to be like his teacher, and a 
servant like his master. If the head of the 
house has been called Beelzebul, how 
much more the members of his house­
hold!
FEAR GOD ALONE // LUKE 12:4–7

26 So do not be afraid of them. For there is 
nothing concealed that will not be dis­
closed, and nothing hidden that will not be 
made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
speak in the daylight; what is whispered in 
your ear, proclaim from the housetops.
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear 
the One who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell.
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from the will of your Father. 30 And 
even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 So do not be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows.
CONFESSING CHRIST // LUKE 12:8–12

32 Therefore everyone who confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess him before 
My Father in heaven. 33 But whoever de­
nies Me before men, I will also deny him 
before My Father in heaven.

MT 10:32 [FULFILLS] Intercessor between man and God 
← IS 59:16a · MEDIUM p.···

NOT PEACE BUT A SWORD // MICAH 7:1–6; LUKE 

12:49–53

34 Do not assume that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have 
come to turn

‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law.
36 A man’s enemies will be the members

of his own household.’
37 Anyone who loves his father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me; anyone 
who loves his son or daughter more than 
Me is not worthy of Me; 38 and anyone 
who does not take up his cross and follow 
Me is not worthy of Me. 39 Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for My sake will find it.
THE REWARD OF SERVICE // 2 KINGS 4:8–17

40 He who receives you receives Me, and 
he who receives Me receives the One 
who sent Me. 41 Whoever receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet will re­
ceive a prophet’s reward, and whoever re­
ceives a righteous man because he is a 
righteous man will receive a righteous 
man’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even 
a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones because he is My disciple, truly I tell 
you, he will never lose his reward.”

11
CHAPTER 11 IN 30 SECONDS

John the Baptist, now in prison, sends a message 
asking if Jesus is really the One. Jesus points to 
the evidence: the blind see, the lame walk and the 
dead are raised. Then He offers the best deal in 
the whole book: Come to Me, all you who are 
weary, and I will give you rest.

JOHN’S INQUIRY // LUKE 7:18–23

1 After Jesus had finished instructing His 
twelve disciples, He went on from there to 
teach and preach in their cities.
2 Meanwhile John heard in prison about 
the works of Christ, and he sent his disci­
ples 3 to ask Him, “Are You the One who 

MT 10:35 [FULFILLS] A man's enemies would be the 
people of his own household ← MIC 7:6 · MEDIUM p.···
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was to come, or should we look for some­
one else?”
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to 
John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is preached to 
the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does 
not fall away on account of Me.”
JESUS TESTIFIES ABOUT JOHN // MALACHI 3:1–5; 

LUKE 7:24–35

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus 
began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 8 Oth­
erwise, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? Look, those who 
wear fine clothing are found in kings’ 
palaces. 9 What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10 This is the one about 
whom it is written:

‘Behold, I will send My messenger ahead of 
You,

who will prepare Your way before You.’
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women there has risen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet even the least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the kingdom of heaven has 
been subject to violence, and the violent 
lay claim to it. 13 For all the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if 
you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah 
who was to come.
15 He who has ears, let him hear.
16 To what can I compare this generation? 
They are like children sitting in the mar­
ketplaces and calling out to others:

17 ‘We played the flute for you,

MT 11:2 [FULFILLS] A ministry of miracles ← IS 35:5-6 
p.···
MT 11:5 [FULFILLS] The deaf would hear and the blind 
would see ← IS 29:18 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 11:5 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← IS 35:5-6; 61:1 p.···
MT 11:9 [FULFILLS] Baby John would be a prophet who 
goes before the Lord to prepare His way ← LK 1:76-77 
p.···
MT 11:10 [FULFILLS] A messenger would prepare His 
way ← MAL 3:1a p.···
MT 11:14 [FULFILLS] Forerunner in the spirit of Elijah ← 
MAL 4:5 p.···

and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,

and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drink­
ing, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19 The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Look at this glutton and drunk­
ard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
But wisdom is vindicated by her actions.”
WOE TO THE UNREPENTANT // LUKE 10:13–16

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the 
cities in which most of His miracles had 
been performed, because they did not re­
pent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been per­
formed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of 
judgment than for you.
23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted 
up to heaven? No, you will be brought 
down to Hades! For if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been per­
formed in Sodom, it would have remained 
to this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be 
more bearable for Sodom on the day of 
judgment than for you.”
REST FOR THE WEARY // LUKE 10:21–24

25 At that time Jesus declared, “I praise 
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be­
cause You have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned, and revealed them 
to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this was 
well-pleasing in Your sight.
27 All things have been entrusted to Me by 
My Father. No one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and those to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal Him.
28 Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

MT 11:23 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← IS 14:13-15 p.···
MT 11:28 [FULFILLS] Meek and lowly in heart ← IS 42:2 
p.···
MT 11:28 [FULFILLS] A learned counselor for the weary 
← IS 50:4 · MEDIUM p.···
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will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke 
is easy and My burden is light.”

12
CHAPTER 12 IN 30 SECONDS

The Pharisees get furious that Jesus heals on the 
Sabbath, because apparently healing a man's 
hand counts as work. Jesus tells them the Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sabbath. They ask for a sign, 
and He gives them one: the sign of Jonah, three 
days and three nights.

THE LORD OF THE SABBATH // 1 SAMUEL 21:1–7; 

MARK 2:23–28; LUKE 6:1–5

1 At that time Jesus went through the 
grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples 
were hungry and began to pick the heads 
of grain and eat them. 2 When the Phar­
isees saw this, they said to Him, “Look, 
Your disciples are doing what is unlawful 
on the Sabbath.”
3 Jesus replied, “Have you not read what 
David did when he and his companions 
were hungry? 4 He entered the house of 
God, and he and his companions ate the 
consecrated bread, which was not lawful 
for them to eat, but only for the priests.
5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that on 
the Sabbath the priests in the temple 
break the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6

But I tell you that One greater than the 
temple is here.
7 If only you had known the meaning of ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not 
have condemned the innocent. 8 For the 
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
JESUS HEALS ON THE SABBATH // MARK 3:1–6; 

LUKE 6:6–11

9 Moving on from there, Jesus entered 
their synagogue, 10 and a man with a with­
ered hand was there. In order to accuse 
Jesus, they asked Him, “Is it lawful to heal 
on the Sabbath?”
11 He replied, “If one of you has a sheep 
and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will 
he not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How 

MT 11:29 [HEART] Jesus says He is gentle and humble in 
heart.
MT 12:3 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 1SA 21:1-6 p.···
MT 12:4 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← LEV 24:9 p.···
MT 12:7 [QUOTES] Direct ← HOS 6:6 p.···
MT 12:10 [MIRACLE] A man's withered hand restored on 
the Sabbath

much more valuable is a man than a 
sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on 
the Sabbath.”
13 Then Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” So he stretched it out, and it 
was restored to full use, just like the other. 
14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted 
how they might kill Jesus.
GOD’S CHOSEN SERVANT // ISAIAH 42:1–9

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that 
place. Large crowds followed Him, and He 
healed them all, 16 warning them not to 
make Him known. 17 This was to fulfill what 
was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

18 “Here is My Servant,
whom I have chosen,

My beloved,
in whom My soul delights.

I will put My Spirit on Him,

and He will proclaim justice to the nations.
19 He will not quarrel or cry out;

no one will hear His voice in the streets.
20 A bruised reed He will not break,

and a smoldering wick He will not extin­
guish,

till He leads justice to victory.
21 In His name the nations will put their 

hope.”

A HOUSE DIVIDED // MARK 3:20–27; LUKE 11:14–23

22 Then a demon-possessed man who 
was blind and mute was brought to Jesus, 
and He healed the man so that he could 
speak and see. 23 The crowds were as­
tounded and asked, “Could this be the 
Son of David?”
24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they 
said, “Only by Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons, does this man drive out 
demons.”
25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to 
them, “Every kingdom divided against it­
self will be laid waste, and every city or 
household divided against itself will not 
stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is 
divided against himself. How then can his 
kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out 
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your 

MT 12:18 [FULFILLS] The Servant ← IS 42:1-4 p.···
MT 12:22 [DEMONIC] Blind and mute demoniac healed; 
the Beelzebub controversy
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sons drive them out? So then, they will be 
your judges. 28 But if I drive out demons by 
the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
has come upon you.
29 Or again, how can anyone enter a 
strong man’s house and steal his posses­
sions, unless he first ties up the strong 
man? Then he can plunder his house.
30 He who is not with Me is against Me, 
and he who does not gather with Me scat­
ters.
THE UNPARDONABLE SIN // MARK 3:28–30

31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blas­
phemy will be forgiven men, but the blas­
phemy against the Spirit will not be for­
given. 32 Whoever speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but who­
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not 
be forgiven, either in this age or in the one 
to come.
GOOD AND BAD FRUIT // LUKE 6:43–45

33 Make a tree good and its fruit will be 
good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will 
be bad, for a tree is known by its fruit. 34

You brood of vipers, how can you who are 
evil say anything good? For out of the 
overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 
35 The good man brings good things out of 
his good store of treasure, and the evil 
man brings evil things out of his evil store 
of treasure. 36 But I tell you that men will 
give an account on the day of judgment 
for every careless word they have spoken. 
37 For by your words you will be acquitted, 
and by your words you will be con­
demned.”
THE SIGN OF JONAH // JONAH 3:1–10; LUKE 11:29–32

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees 
said to Him, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from You.”
39 Jesus replied, “A wicked and adulterous 
generation demands a sign, but none will 
be given it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of the great fish, 

MT 12:34 [HEART] The mouth speaks what fills the 
heart.
MT 12:39 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth, like Jonah 
in the belly of the great fish → MT 27:59-60; MT 28:6 p.···

so the Son of Man will be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth.
41 The men of Nineveh will stand at the 
judgment with this generation and con­
demn it; for they repented at the preach­
ing of Jonah, and now One greater than 
Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South 
will rise at the judgment with this genera­
tion and condemn it; for she came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, and now One greater than 
Solomon is here.
AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT RETURNS // LUKE 11:24–26

43 When an unclean spirit comes out of a 
man, it passes through arid places seek­
ing rest and does not find it. 44 Then it 
says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ On 
its return, it finds the house vacant, swept 
clean, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and 
brings with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and 
dwell there. And the final plight of that 
man is worse than the first. So will it be 
with this wicked generation.”
JESUS’ MOTHER AND BROTHERS // MARK 3:31–35; 

LUKE 8:19–21

46 While Jesus was still speaking to the 
crowds, His mother and brothers stood 
outside, wanting to speak to Him. 47

Someone told Him, “Look, Your mother 
and brothers are standing outside, want­
ing to speak to You.”
48 But Jesus replied, “Who is My mother, 
and who are My brothers?” 49 Pointing to 
His disciples, He said, “Here are My 
mother and My brothers. 50 For whoever 
does the will of My Father in heaven is My 
brother and sister and mother.”

MT 12:40 [FULFILLS] Three days and nights in the heart 
of the earth ← JON 1:17 p.···
MT 12:41 [FULFILLS] A pagan city repented at one 
prophet's preaching ← JON 3:5 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 12:42 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 1KI 10:1-10; 2CH 
9:1-12 p.···
MT 12:43 [DEMONIC] Unclean spirit returns with seven 
worse; doctrine of demonic re-infestation
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13
CHAPTER 13 IN 30 SECONDS

Parables. Seeds and soils, weeds and wheat, a 
mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure and a pearl. 
The disciples ask why He talks in stories, and Je­
sus explains the stories open the eyes of people 
who want to see. Then His hometown rejects Him, 
because nobody takes the carpenter's kid seri­
ously.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER // MARK 4:1–9; LUKE 

8:4–8

1 That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat by the sea. 2 Such large 
crowds gathered around Him that He got 
into a boat and sat down, while all the 
people stood on the shore.
3 And He told them many things in para­
bles, saying, “A farmer went out to sow 
his seed. 4 And as he was sowing, some 
seed fell along the path, and the birds 
came and devoured it.
5 Some fell on rocky ground, where it did 
not have much soil. It sprang up quickly 
because the soil was shallow. 6 But when 
the sun rose, the seedlings were 
scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root.
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the seedlings.
8 Still other seed fell on good soil and pro­
duced a crop⁠—⁠a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or 
thirtyfold.
9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
THE PURPOSE OF JESUS’ PARABLES // ISAIAH 6:1–

13; MARK 4:10–12; LUKE 8:9–10

10 Then the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, “Why do You speak to the people 
in parables?”
11 He replied, “The knowledge of the mys­
teries of the kingdom of heaven has been 
given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever 
has will be given more, and he will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from 
him. 13 This is why I speak to them in para­
bles:

‘Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or un­

derstand.’

14 In them the prophecy of Isaiah is ful­
filled:

‘You will be ever hearing but never under­
standing;

you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
15 For this people’s heart has grown callous;

they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts,

and turn, and I would heal them.’
16 But blessed are your eyes because they 
see, and your ears because they hear. 17

For truly I tell you, many prophets and 
righteous men longed to see what you 
see but did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear but did not hear it.
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER EXPLAINED // 

MARK 4:13–20; LUKE 8:11–15

18 Consider, then, the parable of the sower: 
19 When anyone hears the message of the 
kingdom but does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what 
was sown in his heart. This is the seed 
sown along the path.
20 The seed sown on rocky ground is the 
one who hears the word and at once re­
ceives it with joy. 21 But since he has no 
root, he remains for only a season. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, he quickly falls away.
22 The seed sown among the thorns is the 
one who hears the word, but the worries 
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
23 But the seed sown on good soil is the 
one who hears the word and understands 
it. He indeed bears fruit and produces a 
crop⁠—⁠a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirty­
fold.”
THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS // EZEKIEL 17:1–10

24 Jesus put before them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while 

MT 13:13 [FULFILLS] His parables would fall on deaf ears 
← IS 6:9-10 p.···
MT 13:14 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 6:9-10 p.···
MT 13:19 [HEART] When someone hears the word and 
does not understand, the evil one snatches what was 
sown in his heart.
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everyone was asleep, his enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
slipped away. 26 When the wheat sprouted 
and bore grain, then the weeds also ap­
peared.
27 The owner’s servants came to him and 
said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds 
come from?’
28 ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.

So the servants asked him, ‘Do you want 
us to go and pull them up?’
29 ‘No,’ he said, ‘if you pull the weeds now, 
you might uproot the wheat with them. 30

Let both grow together until the harvest. 
At that time I will tell the harvesters: First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles 
to be burned; then gather the wheat into 
my barn.’”
THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED // MARK 

4:30–34; LUKE 13:18–19

31 He put before them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that a man took and planted in his 
field. 32 Although it is the smallest of all 
seeds, yet it grows into the largest of gar­
den plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and nest in its 
branches.”
THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN // LUKE 13:20–21

33 He told them still another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and mixed into three mea­
sures of flour, until all of it was leavened.”
I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES // PSALM 

78:1–72

34 Jesus spoke all these things to the 
crowds in parables. He did not tell them 
anything without using a parable. 35 So 
was fulfilled what was spoken through the 
prophet:

“I will open My mouth in parables;
I will utter things hidden since the founda­

tion of the world.”

MT 13:31 [NOTABLE] The kingdom starts tiny and grows 
huge. Twelve ordinary men turned into a church found in 
almost every nation on earth.
MT 13:31 [FULFILLS] God would plant a tender sprig on 
Israel's high mountain and birds would nest in it ← EZK 
17:22-23 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 13:34 [FULFILLS] He would teach in parables ← PS 
78:1-2 p.···

THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS EXPLAINED // 

ZEPHANIAH 1:1–6

36 Then Jesus dismissed the crowds and 
went into the house. His disciples came to 
Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of 
the weeds in the field.”
37 He replied, “The One who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field 
is the world, and the good seed repre­
sents the sons of the kingdom. The weeds 
are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the en­
emy who sows them is the devil. The har­
vest is the end of the age, and the har­
vesters are angels.
40 As the weeds are collected and burned 
in the fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His 
angels, and they will weed out of His king­
dom every cause of sin and all who prac­
tice lawlessness. 42 And they will throw 
them into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43

Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father.

He who has ears, let him hear.
THE PARABLES OF THE TREASURE AND THE 
PEARL

44 The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and in his joy he went and 
sold all he had and bought that field.
45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls. 46 When 
he found one very precious pearl, he went 
away and sold all he had and bought it.
THE PARABLE OF THE NET

47 Once again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a net that was cast into the sea and 
caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, 
the men pulled it ashore. Then they sat 
down and sorted the good fish into con­
tainers, but threw the bad away.
49 So will it be at the end of the age: The 
angels will come and separate the wicked 
from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the fiery furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51 Have you understood all these things?”

MT 13:35 [QUOTES] Direct ← PS 78:2 p.···
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“Yes,” they answered.
52 Then He told them, “For this reason, 
every scribe who has been discipled in 
the kingdom of heaven is like a home­
owner who brings out of his storeroom 
new treasures as well as old.”
THE REJECTION AT NAZARETH // MARK 6:1–6; 

LUKE 4:16–30

53 When Jesus had finished these para­
bles, He withdrew from that place. 54

Coming to His hometown, He taught the 
people in their synagogue, and they were 
astonished. “Where did this man get such 
wisdom and miraculous powers?” they 
asked. 55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? 
Isn’t His mother’s name Mary, and aren’t 
His brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and 
Judas? 56 Aren’t all His sisters with us as 
well? Where then did this man get all 
these things?” 57 And they took offense at 
Him.

But Jesus said to them, “Only in his 
hometown and in his own household is a 
prophet without honor.” 58 And He did not 
do many miracles there, because of their 
unbelief.

14
CHAPTER 14 IN 30 SECONDS

Herod beheads John the Baptist at a birthday 
party, which is a terrible party. Jesus feeds five 
thousand men with five loaves and two fish. Then 
He walks on water, Peter joins Him for a few 
steps, looks at the waves and sinks. We have all 
been Peter.

THE BEHEADING OF JOHN // MARK 6:14–29; LUKE 

9:7–9

1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the 
reports about Jesus 2 and said to his ser­
vants, “This is John the Baptist; he has 
risen from the dead! That is why miracu­
lous powers are at work in him.”
3 Now Herod had arrested John and 
bound him and put him in prison on ac­
count of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife, 4 because John had been telling him, 
“It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 Al­

MT 13:53 [NOTABLE] The people who watched Jesus 
grow up could not believe in Him. He did not do many 
miracles there because of their unbelief.
MT 13:54 [FULFILLS] Called Counselor (Yaatz) ← IS 9:6 · 
MEDIUM p.···

though Herod wanted to kill John, he was 
afraid of the people, because they re­
garded John as a prophet.
6 On Herod’s birthday, however, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before them 
and pleased Herod 7 so much that he 
promised with an oath to give to her what­
ever she asked.
8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give 
me here on a platter the head of John the 
Baptist.”
9 The king was grieved, but because of his 
oaths and his guests, he ordered that her 
wish be granted 10 and sent to have John 
beheaded in the prison.
11 John’s head was brought in on a platter 
and presented to the girl, who carried it to 
her mother.
12 Then John’s disciples came and took his 
body and buried it. And they went and in­
formed Jesus.
THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND // MARK 

6:30–44; LUKE 9:10–17; JOHN 6:1–15

13 When Jesus heard about John, He with­
drew by boat privately to a solitary place. 
But the crowds found out about it and fol­
lowed Him on foot from the towns. 14

When He stepped ashore and saw a large 
crowd, He had compassion on them and 
healed their sick.
15 When evening came, the disciples came 
to Him and said, “This is a desolate place, 
and the hour is already late. Dismiss the 
crowds so they can go to the villages and 
buy themselves some food.”
16 “They do not need to go away,” Jesus 
replied. “You give them something to eat.”
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread 
and two fish,” they answered.
18 “Bring them here to Me,” Jesus said. 19

And He directed the crowds to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish and looking up to heaven, He 
spoke a blessing. Then He broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the people.

MT 14:3 [NOTE] JOHN'S DEATH. The historian Josephus 
also tells of it, with a different reason. See What Jose­
phus Wrote About John, Mark p.···.
MT 14:13 [MIRACLE] 5,000 fed with 5 loaves and 2 fish

THE OWNER’S MANUAL / MATTHEW / 13:52–14:19 23



MESSIANIC PROPHECIES MIRACLES OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW JESUS SPEAKING

20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were left over. 21 About 
five thousand men were fed, besides 
women and children.
JESUS WALKS ON WATER // MARK 6:45–52; JOHN 

6:16–21

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples 
get into the boat and go on ahead of Him 
to the other side, while He dismissed the 
crowds. 23 After He had dismissed them, 
He went up on the mountain by Himself to 
pray. When evening came, He was there 
alone, 24 but the boat was already far from 
land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it.
25 During the fourth watch of the night, Je­
sus went out to them, walking on the sea. 
26 When the disciples saw Him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost!” 
they said, and cried out in fear.
27 But Jesus spoke up at once: “Take 
courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”
28 “Lord, if it is You,” Peter replied, “com­
mand me to come to You on the water.”
29 “Come,” said Jesus.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, 
walked on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strength of 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to 
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31 Immediately Jesus reached out His hand 
and took hold of Peter. “You of little faith,” 
He said, “why did you doubt?”
32 And when they had climbed back into 
the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then 
those who were in the boat worshiped 
Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of 
God!”
JESUS HEALS AT GENNESARET // MARK 6:53–56

34 When they had crossed over, they 
landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the 
men of that place recognized Jesus, they 
sent word to all the surrounding region. 
People brought all the sick to Him 36 and 
begged Him just to let them touch the 

MT 14:25 [MIRACLE] Jesus walks on the sea
MT 14:28 [MIRACLE] Peter walks on the water, sinks, 
and is saved
MT 14:35 [MIRACLE] All who touch the fringe of His 
cloak are healed

fringe of His cloak. And all who touched 
Him were healed.

15
CHAPTER 15 IN 30 SECONDS

The Pharisees complain that the disciples do not 
wash their hands the traditional way. Jesus says 
what defiles you comes out of your heart, not in 
through your mouth. A Canaanite woman wins a 
debate with Jesus and gets her daughter healed, 
and then He feeds four thousand more people.

THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS // MARK 7:1–13

1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came 
to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2

“Why do Your disciples break the tradition 
of the elders? They do not wash their 
hands before they eat.”
3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break 
the command of God for the sake of your 
tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father 
and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses his fa­

ther or mother must be put to death.’ 5 But you 
say that if anyone says to his father or 
mother, ‘Whatever you would have re­
ceived from me is a gift devoted to God,’ 6

he need not honor his father or mother 
with it. Thus you nullify the word of God 
for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hyp­
ocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about 
you:

8 ‘These people honor Me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from Me.
9 They worship Me in vain;

they teach as doctrine the precepts of men.’”

WHAT DEFILES A MAN // MARK 7:14–23

10 Jesus called the crowd to Him and said, 
“Listen and understand. 11 A man is not de­
filed by what enters his mouth, but by 
what comes out of it.”
12 Then the disciples came to Him and 
said, “Are You aware that the Pharisees 
were offended when they heard this?”
13 But Jesus replied, “Every plant that My 
heavenly Father has not planted will be 
pulled up by its roots. 14 Disregard them! 

MT 15:4 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 20:12; 21:17; LEV 20:9 
p.···
MT 15:7 [FULFILLS] He would expose hypocritical obedi­
ence to God's Word ← IS 29:13 p.···
MT 15:8 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 29:13 p.···
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They are blind guides. If a blind man leads 
a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
15 Peter said to Him, “Explain this parable 
to us.”
16 “Do you still not understand?” Jesus 
asked. 17 “Do you not yet realize that what­
ever enters the mouth goes into the stom­
ach and then is eliminated? 18 But the 
things that come out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and these things defile a 
man. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual im­
morality, theft, false testimony, and slan­
der. 20 These are what defile a man, but 
eating with unwashed hands does not de­
file him.”
THE FAITH OF THE CANAANITE WOMAN // MARK 

7:24–30

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to 
the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a 
Canaanite woman from that region came 
to Him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on me! My daughter is miser­
ably possessed by a demon.”
23 But Jesus did not answer a word. So His 
disciples came and urged Him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
25 The woman came and knelt before Him. 
“Lord, help me!” she said.
26 But Jesus replied, “It is not right to take 
the children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s 
table.”
28 “O woman,” Jesus answered, “your faith 
is great! Let it be done for you as you de­
sire.” And her daughter was healed from 
that very hour.
THE FEEDING OF THE FOUR THOUSAND // 2 

KINGS 4:42–44; MARK 8:1–10

29 Moving on from there, Jesus went along 
the Sea of Galilee. Then He went up on a 

MT 15:18 [HEART] What comes out of the mouth comes 
from the heart, and that is what defiles a person.
MT 15:19 [HEART] Evil thoughts, murder, adultery, theft 
and lies all start in the heart.
MT 15:21 [DEMONIC] Syrophoenician woman's daughter 
delivered from demon

mountain and sat down. 30 Large crowds 
came to Him, bringing the lame, the blind, 
the crippled, the mute, and many others, 
and laid them at His feet, and He healed 
them. 31 The crowd was amazed when 
they saw the mute speaking, the crippled 
restored, the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing. And they glorified the God of Is­
rael.
32 Then Jesus called His disciples to Him 
and said, “I have compassion for this 
crowd, because they have already been 
with Me three days and have nothing to 
eat. I do not want to send them away hun­
gry, or they may faint along the way.”
33 The disciples replied, “Where in this 
desolate place could we find enough 
bread to feed such a large crowd?”
34 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus 
asked.

“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small 
fish.”
35 And He instructed the crowd to sit down 
on the ground. 36 Taking the seven loaves 
and the fish, He gave thanks and broke 
them. Then He gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the people.
37 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up seven basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were left over. 38 A total 
of four thousand men were fed, besides 
women and children.
39 After Jesus had dismissed the crowds, 
He got into the boat and went to the re­
gion of Magadan.

16
CHAPTER 16 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus asks who people say He is, and Peter nails 
it: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. A 
few verses later Peter tells Jesus He does not 
have to die, and Jesus calls him Satan. Peter goes 
from star student to detention in the same conver­
sation.

MT 15:32 [MIRACLE] 4,000 fed with 7 loaves and a few 
fish
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THE DEMAND FOR A SIGN // MARK 8:11–13; LUKE 

12:54–56

1 Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came 
and tested Jesus by asking Him to show 
them a sign from heaven.
2 But He replied, “When evening comes, 
you say, ‘The weather will be fair, for the 
sky is red,’ 3 and in the morning, ‘Today it 
will be stormy, for the sky is red and over­
cast.’ You know how to interpret the ap­
pearance of the sky, but not the signs of 
the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous gen­
eration demands a sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah.” Then 
He left them and went away.
THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND SAD­

DUCEES // MARK 8:14–21; LUKE 12:1–3

5 When they crossed to the other side, the 
disciples forgot to take bread. 6 “Watch 
out!” Jesus told them. “Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
7 They discussed this among themselves 
and concluded, “It is because we did not 
bring any bread.”
8 Aware of their conversation, Jesus said, 
“You of little faith, why are you debating 
among yourselves about having no 
bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Do 
you not remember the five loaves for the 
five thousand, and how many basketfuls 
you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for 
the four thousand, and how many basket­
fuls you gathered? 11 How do you not un­
derstand that I was not telling you about 
bread? But beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.”
12 Then they understood that He was not 
telling them to beware of the leaven used 
in bread, but of the teaching of the Phar­
isees and Sadducees.
PETER’S CONFESSION OF CHRIST // MARK 8:27–

30; LUKE 9:18–20; JOHN 6:67–71

13 When Jesus came to the region of Cae­
sarea Philippi, He questioned His disci­
ples: “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?”

MT 16:4 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man will be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth, like Jonah in 
the belly of the great fish → MT 27:59-60; MT 28:6 p.···
MT 16:4 [FULFILLS] Three days and nights in the heart of 
the earth ← JON 1:17 p.···

14 They replied, “Some say John the Bap­
tist; others say Elijah; and still others, Je­
remiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” Jesus asked. 
“Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by My Father 
in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Pe­
ter, and on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and what­
ever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.”
20 Then He admonished the disciples not 
to tell anyone that He was the Christ.
CHRIST’S PASSION FORETOLD // MARK 8:31–33; 

LUKE 9:21–22

21 From that time on Jesus began to show 
His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, and that He must be killed and on 
the third day be raised to life.
22 Peter took Him aside and began to re­
buke Him. “Far be it from You, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to You!”
23 But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to Me. For you do not have in mind 
the things of God, but the things of men.”
TAKE UP YOUR CROSS // MARK 8:34–38; LUKE 9:23–

27

24 Then Jesus told His disciples, “If any­
one wants to come after Me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and 

MT 16:18 [PROPHECY] You are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it → Fulfilled in Acts as Peter becomes 
central to the church's founding, and beyond in the 
church's continuation p.···
MT 16:18 [FULFILLS] The sure foundation ← IS 28:16 p.···
MT 16:18 [NOTE] THE ROCK. See Peter and the Rock.
MT 16:21 [PROPHECY] Jesus began to show His disci­
ples that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer many things at 
the hands of elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, 
and rise the third day → Fulfilled in the Passion narratives 
p.···
MT 16:21 [FULFILLS] Messiah would be cut off (killed) ← 
DAN 9:26a p.···
MT 16:23 [DEMONIC] Get behind Me, Satan
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follow Me. 25 For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for My sake will find it. 26 What will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world, 
yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the 
Son of Man will come in His Father’s glory 
with His angels, and then He will repay 
each one according to what he has done.
28 Truly I tell you, some who are standing 
here will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

PETER AND THE ROCK
Who Is the Rock?
MATTHEW 16:13 TO 20 · JOHN 1:42 · ISAIAH 22:22

WHAT JESUS SAID

Peter says, You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God, 16:16. Jesus answers: 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My church, 16:18. Then He gives 
Peter the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, 16:19. Few verses have split 
Christians more.
THE WORDPLAY

In Greek, Peter is Petros and rock is pe­
tra. In Aramaic, the language Jesus 
spoke, both words would be Kepha, 
which is why Jesus names him Cephas, 
John 1:42, and Paul calls him Cephas, 
Galatians 2:9. So it sounds a lot like: you 
are Rock, and on this rock I will build.
THE CATHOLIC VIEW

Peter is the rock. The keys echo Isaiah 
22:22, where the king’s chief steward 
holds the key of the house. Peter led the 
church and died in Rome, and the bish­
ops of Rome carry on his office. About 
AD 180 Irenaeus listed the bishops of 
Rome one after another (Against Here­
sies 3.3). In 1870 the First Vatican Coun­
cil said the pope cannot err when he for­
mally defines a teaching on faith or 
morals for the whole church.
THE ORTHODOX VIEW

Peter was first among the apostles, and 
Rome was first in honor among the great 

MT 16:28 [PROPHECY] There are some standing here 
who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom → Fulfilled at the Transfiguration 
six days later (Matt 17:1-8; MK 9:2-8; LK 9:28-36); or at 
Pentecost (ACTS 2) · MEDIUM p.···

churches. But the rock is the faith Peter 
confessed, and every faithful bishop 
shares it. Rome and the East split in 
1054.
PETER IN ROME

About AD 96, 1 Clement 5 says Peter 
died a martyr. Later writers, like Diony­
sius of Corinth about AD 170 and Tertul­
lian about AD 200, say it was in Rome 
under Nero, about AD 64 to 68. The 
Bible never says he was there, unless 
Babylon in 1 Peter 5:13 is a code name 
for Rome, as many think. In 1968 Pope 
Paul VI announced that bones found un­
der St. Peter’s Basilica were likely 
Peter’s. Others doubt it.

The Rock and the Keys
MATTHEW 16:18 TO 19 · 18:18 · 1 CORINTHIANS 3:11 · 10:4 

· EPHESIANS 2:20

THE ROCK IS PETER'S CONFESSION

Many Protestants say the rock is what 
Peter said: You are the Christ. The 
church is built on that truth. Luther at­
tacked the papacy in 1520 on this 
ground.
THE ROCK IS CHRIST

Others say Jesus pointed to Himself. 
Paul says no one can lay any foundation 
but Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11, and 
the rock was Christ, 10:4. Peter himself 
calls Jesus the living stone, 1 Peter 2:4 
to 8.
WHAT THE KEYS DID

Keys open doors. Peter opened the door 
of the church to the Jews at Pentecost, 
Acts 2, and to the Gentiles at Cornelius’ 
house, Acts 10. Many Protestants say 
that was the job of the keys.
THE ROCK IS PETER, BUT NO SUCCESSOR

Many Protestant scholars today, like Os­
car Cullmann in 1952, agree the rock is 
Peter, the first leader of the church, as in 
Acts 2 and 10. But they say nothing here 
passes his role to anyone after him, and 
Rome is never mentioned.
THE EARLY CHURCH WAS SPLIT TOO

Augustine, about AD 427, said he had 
explained this verse both ways, as Peter 
and as Christ, and let the reader choose 
which was more likely (Retractations 
1.21).
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THINGS EVERY READER SHOULD SEE

Jesus gives the same power to bind and 
loose to all the disciples in 18:18. Paul 
corrects Peter to his face, Galatians 2:11. 
James speaks last at the Jerusalem 
council, Acts 15:13 to 21. The church 
rests on the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ the cornerstone, Ephesians 2:20.
WHAT ALL SIDES AGREE ON

Jesus builds His church, and the gates 
of Hades will not stop it.

17
CHAPTER 17 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus takes Peter, James and John up a mountain 
and is transfigured, shining like the sun, while 
Moses and Elijah show up. Peter offers to build 
tents, because when in doubt, start a building 
project. Then God speaks from a cloud: This is My 
beloved Son. Listen to Him.

THE TRANSFIGURATION // MARK 9:1–13; LUKE 9:28–

36; 2 PETER 1:16–21

1 After six days Jesus took with Him Peter, 
James, and John the brother of James, 
and led them up a high mountain by them­
selves. 2 There He was transfigured be­
fore them. His face shone like the sun, 
and His clothes became as white as the 
light.
3 Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared be­
fore them, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter said 
to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here. If You wish, I will put up three 
shelters⁠—⁠one for You, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.”
5 While Peter was still speaking, a bright 
cloud enveloped them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” 6

When the disciples heard this, they fell 
facedown in terror.
7 Then Jesus came over and touched 
them. “Get up,” He said. “Do not be 
afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they 
saw no one except Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the moun­
tain, Jesus commanded them, “Do not tell 

MT 17:1 [MIRACLE] Transfiguration — Moses and Elijah 
appear; Father's voice
MT 17:5 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← PS 2:7; IS 42:1; DT 
18:15 p.···

anyone about this vision until the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.”
10 The disciples asked Him, “Why then do 
the scribes say that Elijah must come 
first?”
11 Jesus replied, “Elijah does indeed come, 
and he will restore all things. 12 But I tell 
you that Elijah has already come, and they 
did not recognize him, but have done to 
him whatever they wished. In the same 
way, the Son of Man will suffer at their 
hands.”
13 Then the disciples understood that He 
was speaking to them about John the 
Baptist.
THE BOY WITH A DEMON // MARK 9:14–29; LUKE 

9:37–42

14 When they came to the crowd, a man 
came up to Jesus and knelt before Him. 15

“Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. 
“He has seizures and is suffering terribly. 
He often falls into the fire or into the wa­
ter. 16 I brought him to Your disciples, but 
they could not heal him.”
17 “O unbelieving and perverse genera­
tion!” Jesus replied. “How long must I re­
main with you? How long must I put up 
with you? Bring the boy here to Me.” 18

Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it 
came out of the boy, and he was healed 
from that moment.
THE POWER OF FAITH // LUKE 17:5–10

19 Afterward the disciples came to Jesus 
privately and asked, “Why couldn’t we 
drive it out?”
20 “Because you have so little faith,” He 
answered. “For truly I tell you, if you have 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be im­
possible for you.” 21 [But this kind does not 
come out except by prayer and fasting.]

MT 17:9 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man would be raised 
from the dead → MT 28:6 p.···
MT 17:10 [FULFILLS] Forerunner in the spirit of Elijah ← 
MAL 4:5 p.···
MT 17:12 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man would suffer at 
their hands just as John the Baptist did → MT 27:26-31 
p.···
MT 17:14 [DEMONIC] Boy with seizures freed after the 
disciples fail
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THE SECOND PREDICTION OF THE PASSION // 

MARK 9:30–32; LUKE 9:43–45

22 When they gathered together in Galilee, 
Jesus told them, “The Son of Man is 
about to be delivered into the hands of 
men. 23 They will kill Him, and on the third 
day He will be raised to life.” And the dis­
ciples were deeply grieved.
THE TEMPLE TAX

24 After they had arrived in Capernaum, 
the collectors of the two-drachma tax 
came to Peter and asked, “Does your 
Teacher pay the two drachmas?”
25 “Yes,” he answered.

When Peter entered the house, Jesus 
preempted him. “What do you think, Si­
mon?” He asked. “From whom do the 
kings of the earth collect customs and 
taxes: from their own sons, or from oth­
ers?”
26 “From others,” Peter answered.

“Then the sons are exempt,” Jesus said to 
him. 27 “But so that we may not offend 
them, go to the sea, cast a hook, and take 
the first fish you catch. When you open its 
mouth, you will find a four-drachma coin. 
Take it and give it to them for My tax and 
yours.”

18
CHAPTER 18 IN 30 SECONDS

The disciples argue about who is greatest, and 
Jesus puts a child in front of them. He talks about 
lost sheep, church discipline and forgiveness. Pe­
ter asks if forgiving seven times is enough, and 
Jesus says seventy seven times, which is Jesus's 
way of saying stop counting.

THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM // MARK 9:33–41; 

LUKE 9:46–50

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Who then is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?”
2 Jesus invited a little child to stand among 
them. 3 “Truly I tell you,” He said, “unless 
you change and become like little chil­
dren, you will never enter the kingdom of 

MT 17:22 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man will be betrayed 
into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and the third 
day He will be raised up → Fulfilled in the Passion week 
p.···
MT 17:24 [MIRACLE] A coin found in a fish's mouth pays 
the temple tax

heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles 
himself like this little child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever 
welcomes a little child like this in My name 
welcomes Me.
TEMPTATIONS AND TRESPASSES // MARK 9:42–

48; LUKE 17:1–4

6 But if anyone causes one of these little 
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it 
would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depths of the sea.
7 Woe to the world for the causes of sin. 
These stumbling blocks must come, but 
woe to the man through whom they come!
8 If your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter life crippled or lame than 
to have two hands and two feet and be 
thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your 
eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter 
life with one eye than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into the fire of hell.
THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP // LUKE 15:1–7

10 See that you do not look down on any of 
these little ones. For I tell you that their 
angels in heaven always see the face of 
My Father in heaven. 11 [For the Son of 
Man came to save the lost.]
12 What do you think? If a man has a hun­
dred sheep and one of them goes astray, 
will he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
hills and go out to search for the one that 
is lost? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, 
he rejoices more over that one sheep than 
over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 
14 In the same way, your Father in heaven 
is not willing that any of these little ones 
should perish.
A BROTHER WHO SINS // DEUTERONOMY 19:15–21

15 If your brother sins against you, go and 
confront him privately. If he listens to you, 
you have won your brother over. 16 But if 
he will not listen, take one or two others 
along, so that ‘every matter may be estab­
lished by the testimony of two or three wit­

nesses.’ 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell 

MT 18:10 [MIRACLE] Their angels always see the face of 
My Father
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it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, regard him as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector.
18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and what­
ever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.
ASK IN MY NAME // JOHN 16:23–33

19 Again, I tell you truly that if two of you 
on the earth agree about anything you ask 
for, it will be done for you by My Father in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three gather 
together in My name, there am I with 
them.”
THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT // ROMANS 12:14–21

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother who sins against me? Up to seven 
times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not just 
seven times, but seventy-seven times!
23 Because of this, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a king who wanted to settle ac­
counts with his servants. 24 As he began 
the settlements, a debtor owing ten thou­
sand talents was brought to him. 25 Since 
the man was unable to pay, the master or­
dered that he be sold to pay his debt, 
along with his wife and children and 
everything he owned.
26 Then the servant fell on his knees be­
fore him. ‘Have patience with me,’ he 
begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’
27 His master had compassion on him, for­
gave his debt, and released him.
28 But when that servant went out, he 
found one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed 
him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
back what you owe me!’
29 So his fellow servant fell down and 
begged him, ‘Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you back.’
30 But he refused. Instead, he went and 
had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay his debt.

MT 18:16 [QUOTES] Quotes ← DT 19:15 p.···

31 When his fellow servants saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and recounted all of this to 
their master.
32 Then the master summoned him and 
said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave all 
your debt because you begged me. 33

Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fel­
low servant, just as I had on you?’ 34 In 
anger his master turned him over to the 
jailers to be tortured, until he should repay 
all that he owed.
35 That is how My heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart.”

19
CHAPTER 19 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus teaches on marriage and divorce and wel­
comes the little children. A rich young man asks 
what good thing he must do, and walks away sad 
when Jesus tells him to sell it all. Then Jesus says 
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom.

TEACHINGS ABOUT DIVORCE // MARK 10:1–12

1 When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, He left Galilee and went into the 
region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2

Large crowds followed Him, and He 
healed them there.
3 Then some Pharisees came and tested 
Him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to di­
vorce his wife for any reason?”
4 Jesus answered, “Have you not read that 
from the beginning the Creator ‘made them 

male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason 
a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined to­
gether, let man not separate.”
7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses order a 
man to give his wife a certificate of divorce 

and send her away?”
8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives because of your hard­
ness of heart. But it was not this way from 
the beginning. 9 Now I tell you that who­

MT 19:4 [QUOTES] Direct ← GEN 1:27; 2:24 p.···
MT 19:7 [QUOTES] Quotes ← DT 24:1 p.···
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ever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another woman 
commits adultery.”
10 His disciples said to Him, “If this is the 
case between a man and his wife, it is 
better not to marry.”
11 “Not everyone can accept this word,” He 
replied, “but only those to whom it has 
been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
were born that way; others were made 
that way by men; and still others live like 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven. The one who can accept this 
should accept it.”
JESUS BLESSES THE CHILDREN // MARK 10:13–16; 

LUKE 18:15–17

13 Then little children were brought to Je­
sus for Him to place His hands on them 
and pray for them. And the disciples re­
buked those who brought them. 14 But Je­
sus said, “Let the little children come to 
Me, and do not hinder them! For the king­
dom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
15 And after He had placed His hands on 
them, He went on from there.
THE RICH YOUNG MAN // MARK 10:17–31; LUKE 

18:18–30

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and 
inquired, “Teacher, what good thing must I 
do to obtain eternal life?”
17 “Why do you ask Me about what is 
good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One 
who is good. If you want to enter life, 
keep the commandments.”
18 “Which ones?” the man asked.

Jesus answered, “‘Do not murder, do not 
commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false 

witness, 19 honor your father and mother, and 
love your neighbor as yourself.’”
20 “All these I have kept,” said the young 
man. “What do I still lack?”

MT 19:8 [HEART] Jesus says Moses permitted divorce 
because your hearts were hard.
MT 19:15 [NOTABLE] Jesus blesses the little children. 
Then a young man asks what good thing he must do to 
get eternal life, and Jesus points him to the only One who 
is truly good.
MT 19:18 [NOTABLE] The rich young ruler who kept all 
commandments but couldn't part with his wealth; 
Jesus's most famous statement on wealth as a barrier to 
salvation
MT 19:18 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 20:12-16; LEV 19:18 p.···

21 Jesus told him, “If you want to be per­
fect, go, sell your possessions and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow Me.”
22 When the young man heard this, he 
went away in sorrow, because he had 
great wealth.
23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I 
tell you, it is hard for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to en­
ter the kingdom of God.”
25 When the disciples heard this, they 
were greatly astonished and asked, “Who 
then can be saved?”
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
man this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.”
27 “Look,” Peter replied, “we have left 
everything to follow You. What then will 
there be for us?”
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, in 
the renewal of all things, when the Son of 
Man sits on His glorious throne, you who 
have followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Is­
rael. 29 And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or wife or children or fields for the sake of 
My name will receive a hundredfold and 
will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who 
are first will be last, and the last will be 
first.

20
CHAPTER 20 IN 30 SECONDS

A landowner pays workers who started at five in 
the afternoon the same as the ones who started 
at dawn, and the early crew files a complaint. 
That is grace, and it is not fair, thankfully. James 
and John's mother asks for VIP seats for her 
sons, and Jesus says greatness means serving.

THE PARABLE OF THE WORKERS

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2

MT 19:28 [PROPHECY] In the renewal of all things the 
Twelve would sit on twelve thrones judging Israel → 
STILL TO COME
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He agreed to pay them a denarius for the 
day and sent them into his vineyard.
3 About the third hour he went out and 
saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. 4 ‘You also go into my vine­
yard,’ he said, ‘and I will pay you whatever 
is right.’ 5 So they went.

He went out again about the sixth hour 
and the ninth hour and did the same thing.
6 About the eleventh hour he went out and 
found still others standing around. ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long 
doing nothing?’ he asked.
7 ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they an­
swered.

So he told them, ‘You also go into my 
vineyard.’
8 When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, start­
ing with the last ones hired and moving on 
to the first.’
9 The workers who were hired about the 
eleventh hour came and each received a 
denarius. 10 So when the original workers 
came, they assumed they would receive 
more. But each of them also received a 
denarius.
11 On receiving their pay, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These 
men who were hired last worked only one 
hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden 
and the scorching heat of the day.’
13 But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am not being unfair to you. Did you not 
agree with me on one denarius? 14 Take 
your pay and go. I want to give this last 
man the same as I gave you. 15 Do I not 
have the right to do as I please with what 
is mine? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’
16 So the last will be first, and the first will 
be last.”
THE THIRD PREDICTION OF THE PASSION // MARK 

10:32–34; LUKE 18:31–34

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He 
took the twelve disciples aside and said, 
18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, 

and the Son of Man will be delivered over 
to the chief priests and scribes. They will 
condemn Him to death 19 and will deliver 
Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked 
and flogged and crucified. And on the 
third day He will be raised to life.”
A MOTHER’S REQUEST // MARK 10:35–45

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons 
came to Jesus with her sons and knelt 
down to make a request of Him.
21 “What do you want?” He inquired.

She answered, “Declare that in Your king­
dom one of these two sons of mine may 
sit at Your right hand, and the other at 
Your left.”
22 “You do not know what you are asking,” 
Jesus replied. “Can you drink the cup I am 
going to drink?”

“We can,” the brothers answered.
23 “You will indeed drink My cup,” Jesus 
said. “But to sit at My right or left is not 
Mine to grant. These seats belong to 
those for whom My Father has prepared 
them.”
24 When the ten heard about this, they 
were indignant with the two brothers. 25

But Jesus called them aside and said, 
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their superiors exer­
cise authority over them. 26 It shall not be 
this way among you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to 
be first among you must be your slave⁠—⁠ 
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life as a ransom for many.”
THE BLIND MEN BY THE ROAD // MARK 10:46–52; 

LUKE 18:35–43

29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large 
crowd followed Him. 30 And there were 
two blind men sitting beside the road. 
When they heard that Jesus was passing 

MT 20:17 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man will be betrayed 
to chief priests and scribes, condemned to death, deliv­
ered to Gentiles to mock, scourge, and crucify Him; and 
on the third day He will rise again → Fulfilled precisely 
p.···
MT 20:23 [PROPHECY] James and John would drink the 
cup of suffering Jesus would drink → ACTS 12:2; REV 1:9 
p.···
MT 20:28 [FULFILLS] An offering for sin ← IS 53:10b p.···
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by, they cried out, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on us!”
31 The crowd admonished them to be 
silent, but they cried out all the louder, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What 
do you want Me to do for you?” He asked.
33 “Lord,” they answered, “let our eyes be 
opened.”
34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched 
their eyes, and at once they received their 
sight and followed Him.

21
CHAPTER 21 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey while the 
crowds shout Hosanna, exactly as Zechariah 
said. Then He flips over the money changers' ta­
bles in the temple. He curses a fig tree for having 
no fruit, and the religious leaders are running out 
of ways to trap Him.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY // ZECHARIAH 9:9–13; 

MARK 11:1–11; LUKE 19:28–40; JOHN 12:12–19

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came 
to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Je­
sus sent out two disciples, 2 saying to 
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and at once you will find a donkey tied 
there, with her colt beside her. Untie them 
and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone ques­
tions you, tell him that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet:

5 “Say to the Daughter of Zion,
‘See, your King comes to you,

gentle and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them. 7 They brought the 

MT 20:30 [MIRACLE] Two blind men near Jericho re­
ceive their sight
MT 21:2 [PROPHECY] Go into the village opposite you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her. Loose them and bring them to Me → Fulfilled 
immediately when disciples went and found exactly as 
He said p.···
MT 21:2 [FULFILLS] He ties his donkey's colt to the vine 
and washes his robes in wine ← GEN 49:11 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 21:4 [FULFILLS] Say to Daughter Zion, your Savior 
comes ← IS 62:11 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 21:4 [FULFILLS] Zion's King would come righteous 
and bringing salvation, humble and riding on a donkey ← 
ZECH 9:9 p.···
MT 21:5 [QUOTES] Direct ← ZECH 9:9 p.···

donkey and the colt and laid their cloaks 
on them, and Jesus sat on them.
8 A massive crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, while others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road.
9 The crowds that went ahead of Him and 
those that followed were shouting:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest!”
10 When Jesus had entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?”
11 The crowds replied, “This is Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE // MARK 11:15–19; 

LUKE 19:45–48; JOHN 2:12–25

12 Then Jesus entered the temple courts 
and drove out all who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of 
those selling doves. 13 And He declared to 
them, “It is written: ‘My house will be called 

a house of prayer.’ But you are making it ‘a 

den of robbers.’”
14 The blind and the lame came to Him at 
the temple, and He healed them. 15 But the 
chief priests and scribes were indignant 
when they saw the wonders He per­
formed and the children shouting in the 
temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David!”
16 “Do You hear what these children are 
saying?” they asked.

“Yes,” Jesus answered. “Have you never 
read:

‘From the mouths of children and infants

You have ordained praise’?”
17 Then He left them and went out of the 
city to Bethany, where He spent the night.

MT 21:9 [FULFILLS] The crowd would cry save us, which 
is Hosanna ← PS 118:25 p.···
MT 21:9 [FULFILLS] The Blessed One presented to Israel 
← PS 118:26a p.···
MT 21:12 [FULFILLS] Sudden appearance at the Temple 
← MAL 3:1b p.···
MT 21:13 [QUOTES] Direct ← IS 56:7; JER 7:11 p.···
MT 21:16 [FULFILLS] From the mouths of infants He 
would perfect His praise ← PS 8:2 p.···
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THE BARREN FIG TREE // MARK 11:12–14; MARK 

11:20–25

18 In the morning, as Jesus was returning 
to the city, He was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig 
tree by the road, He went up to it but 
found nothing on it except leaves. “May 
you never bear fruit again!” He said. And 
immediately the tree withered.
20 When the disciples saw this, they mar­
veled and asked, “How did the fig tree 
wither so quickly?”
21 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “if you 
have faith and do not doubt, not only will 
you do what was done to the fig tree, but 
even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted 
up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 
22 If you believe, you will receive whatever 
you ask for in prayer.”
JESUS’ AUTHORITY CHALLENGED // MARK 11:27–

33; LUKE 20:1–8

23 When Jesus returned to the temple 
courts and began to teach, the chief 
priests and elders of the people came up 
to Him. “By what authority are You doing 
these things?” they asked. “And who gave 
You this authority?”
24 “I will also ask you one question,” Jesus 
replied, “and if you answer Me, I will tell 
you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 25 What was the source of John’s 
baptism? Was it from heaven or from 
men?”

They deliberated among themselves and 
said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 
ask, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we are afraid 
of the people, for they all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered, “We do not 
know.”

And Jesus replied, “Neither will I tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things.
THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

28 But what do you think? There was a 
man who had two sons. He went to the 
first one and said, ‘Son, go and work to­
day in the vineyard.’
29 ‘I will not,’ he replied. But later he 
changed his mind and went.

MT 21:18 [MIRACLE] Fig tree withered at Jesus' word

30 Then the man went to the second son 
and told him the same thing.

‘I will, sir,’ he said. But he did not go.
31 Which of the two did the will of his fa­
ther?”

“The first,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the 
tax collectors and prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of God before you. 32 For 
John came to you in the way of righteous­
ness, and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and prostitutes did. And 
even after you saw this, you did not re­
pent and believe him.
THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED TENANTS // MARK 

12:1–12; LUKE 20:9–18

33 Listen to another parable: There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard. He put 
a wall around it, dug a winepress in it, and 
built a tower. Then he rented it out to 
some tenants and went away on a jour­
ney.
34 When the harvest time drew near, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to collect 
his share of the fruit. 35 But the tenants 
seized his servants. They beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third.
36 Again, he sent other servants, more 
than the first group. But the tenants did 
the same to them.
37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will respect my son,’ he said.
38 But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to one another, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him and take his inheri­
tance.’ 39 So they seized him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 Therefore, when the owner of the vine­
yard returns, what will he do to those ten­
ants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a 
wretched end,” they replied, “and will rent 
out the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him his share of the fruit at harvest 
time.”

MT 21:33 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← IS 5:1-2 p.···
MT 21:37 [PROPHECY] The owner's son would be 
seized, thrown out, and killed by the tenants → MT 
27:1-2; HEB 13:12 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 21:38 [FULFILLS] Messiah would be cut off (killed) ← 
DAN 9:26a p.···
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42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures:

‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is from the Lord,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce its 
fruit. 44 He who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls 
will be crushed.”
45 When the chief priests and Pharisees 
heard His parables, they knew that Jesus 
was speaking about them. 46 Although 
they wanted to arrest Him, they were 
afraid of the crowds, because the people 
regarded Him as a prophet.

22
CHAPTER 22 IN 30 SECONDS

The Pharisees and Sadducees take turns trying to 
trap Jesus with trick questions about taxes, the 
resurrection and the greatest commandment. He 
answers every one and then stumps them with 
one question of His own about Psalm 110. After 
that, nobody dared to ask Him anything.

THE PARABLE OF THE BANQUET // LUKE 14:15–24

1 Once again, Jesus spoke to them in 
parables: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a king who prepared a wedding banquet 
for his son. 3 He sent his servants to call 
those he had invited to the banquet, but 
they refused to come.
4 Again, he sent other servants and said, 
‘Tell those who have been invited that I 
have prepared my dinner. My oxen and 
fattened cattle have been killed, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.’
5 But they paid no attention and went 
away, one to his field, another to his busi­
ness. 6 The rest seized his servants, mis­
treated them, and killed them.
7 The king was enraged, and he sent his 
troops to destroy those murderers and 
burn their city. 8 Then he said to his ser­
vants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but 

MT 21:42 [FULFILLS] The rejected stone becomes the 
chief cornerstone ← PS 118:22-23 p.···

those I invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore to the crossroads and invite to 
the banquet as many as you can find.’
10 So the servants went out into the streets 
and gathered everyone they could find, 
both evil and good, and the wedding hall 
was filled with guests.
11 But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he spotted a man who was not 
dressed in wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ he 
asked, ‘how did you get in here without 
wedding clothes?’

But the man was speechless.
13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weep­
ing and gnashing of teeth.’
14 For many are called, but few are cho­
sen.”
PAYING TAXES TO CAESAR // MARK 12:13–17; LUKE 

20:19–26

15 Then the Pharisees went out and con­
spired to trap Jesus in His words. 16 They 
sent their disciples to Him along with the 
Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
know that You are honest and that You 
teach the way of God in accordance with 
the truth. You seek favor from no one, be­
cause You pay no attention to external ap­
pearance. 17 So tell us what You think: Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus knew their evil intent and said, 
“You hypocrites, why are you testing Me? 
19 Show Me the coin used for the tax.”

And they brought Him a denarius.
20 “Whose image is this,” He asked, “and 
whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they answered.

So Jesus told them, “Give to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 And when they heard this, they were 
amazed. So they left Him and went away.
THE SADDUCEES AND THE RESURRECTION // 

MARK 12:18–27; LUKE 20:27–40

23 That same day the Sadducees, who say 
there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 
and questioned Him. 24 “Teacher,” they said, 
“Moses declared that if a man dies without 
having children, his brother is to marry the 
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widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now 
there were seven brothers among us. The 
first one married and died without having 
children. So he left his wife to his brother. 
26 The same thing happened to the second 
and third brothers, down to the seventh. 
27 And last of all, the woman died. 28 In the 
resurrection, then, whose wife will she be 
of the seven? For all of them were married 
to her.”
29 Jesus answered, “You are mistaken be­
cause you do not know the Scriptures or 
the power of God. 30 In the resurrection, 
people will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage. Instead, they will be like the an­
gels in heaven. 31 But concerning the res­
urrection of the dead, have you not read 
what God said to you: 32 ‘I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja­

cob’? He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living.”
33 When the crowds heard this, they were 
astonished at His teaching.
THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT // DEUTERON­

OMY 6:1–19; MARK 12:28–34

34 And when the Pharisees heard that Je­
sus had silenced the Sadducees, they 
themselves gathered together. 35 One of 
them, an expert in the law, tested Him with 
a question: 36 “Teacher, which command­
ment is the greatest in the Law?”
37 Jesus declared, “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 And the sec­
ond is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”
WHOSE SON IS THE CHRIST? // MARK 12:35–37; 

LUKE 20:41–44

41 While the Pharisees were assembled, 
Jesus questioned them: 42 “What do you 
think about the Christ? Whose son is He?”

“David’s,” they answered.

MT 22:24 [QUOTES] Quotes ← DT 25:5 p.···
MT 22:32 [QUOTES] Direct ← EX 3:6 p.···
MT 22:37 [HEART] Jesus names this the greatest com­
mandment: love God with all your heart.
MT 22:37 [QUOTES] Direct ← DT 6:5 p.···
MT 22:38 [HEART] This is the first and greatest com­
mandment. The second is like it: love your neighbor as 
yourself. A heart that loves God will love people.
MT 22:39 [QUOTES] Direct ← LEV 19:18 p.···

43 Jesus said to them, “How then does 
David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord’? For he 
says:

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand

until I put Your enemies

under Your feet.”’
45 So if David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how can He 
be David’s son?”
46 No one was able to answer a word, and 
from that day on no one dared to question 
Him any further.

23
CHAPTER 23 IN 30 SECONDS

Jesus unloads a string of woes on the scribes and 
Pharisees: hypocrites, blind guides, whitewashed 
tombs. It is the most direct sermon in the book. It 
ends with Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, longing 
to gather her children like a hen gathers her 
chicks.

WOES TO SCRIBES AND PHARISEES // LUKE 11:37–

54

1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to 
His disciples: 2 “The scribes and Pharisees 
sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So practice and ob­
serve everything they tell you. But do not 
do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, 
burdensome loads and lay them on men’s 
shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to lift a finger to move them.
5 All their deeds are done for men to see. 
They broaden their phylacteries and 
lengthen their tassels. 6 They love the 
places of honor at banquets, the chief 
seats in the synagogues, 7 the greetings in 
the marketplaces, and the title of ‘Rabbi’ 
by which they are addressed.
8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for 
you have one Teacher, and you are all 
brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on 
earth your father, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be 
called instructors, for you have one In­
structor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among 
you shall be your servant. 12 For whoever 

MT 22:43 [FULFILLS] David's Lord sits at God's right 
hand until His enemies are His footstool ← PS 110:1 p.···
MT 22:44 [QUOTES] Direct ← PS 110:1 p.···
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exalts himself will be humbled, and who­
ever humbles himself will be exalted.
13 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of 
heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do 
not enter, nor will you let in those who 
wish to enter. 14 [Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You defraud 
widows of their houses, and for a show 
make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will 
receive greater condemnation.]
15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You traverse land and sea to 
win a single convert, and when he be­
comes one, you make him twice as much 
a son of hell as you are.
16 Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If 
anyone swears by the temple, it means 
nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold 
of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 17

You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, 
or the temple that makes it sacred? 18 And 
you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it 
means nothing; but if anyone swears by 
the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.’ 19

You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, 
or the altar that makes it sacred? 20 So 
then, he who swears by the altar swears 
by it and by everything on it. 21 And he 
who swears by the temple swears by it 
and by the One who dwells in it. 22 And he 
who swears by heaven swears by God’s 
throne and by the One who sits on it.
23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You pay tithes of mint, dill, and 
cumin. But you have disregarded the 
weightier matters of the law: justice, 
mercy, and faithfulness. You should have 
practiced the latter, without neglecting the 
former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out 
a gnat but swallow a camel.
25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You clean the outside of the 
cup and dish, but inside they are full of 
greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Phar­
isee! First clean the inside of the cup and 
dish, so that the outside may become 
clean as well.

27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside 
but on the inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and every kind of impurity. 28 In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to 
be righteous, but on the inside you are full 
of hypocrisy and wickedness.
29 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You build tombs for the 
prophets and decorate the monuments of 
the righteous. 30 And you say, ‘If we had 
lived in the days of our fathers, we would 
not have been partners with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So 
you testify against yourselves that you are 
the sons of those who murdered the 
prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of 
the sin of your fathers. 33 You snakes! You 
brood of vipers! How will you escape the 
sentence of hell?
34 Because of this, I am sending you 
prophets and wise men and teachers. 
Some of them you will kill and crucify, and 
others you will flog in your synagogues 
and persecute from town to town. 35 And 
so upon you will come all the righteous 
blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah 
son of Berechiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar. 36 Truly I 
tell you, all these things will come upon 
this generation.
LAMENT OVER JERUSALEM // LUKE 13:31–35

37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the 
prophets and stones those sent to her, 
how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were un­
willing! 38 Look, your house is left to you 
desolate. 39 For I tell you that you will not 

MT 23:35 [FULFILLS] Abel's blood cries out from the 
ground. Jesus' blood speaks a better word ← GEN 4:10 · 
MEDIUM p.···
MT 23:35 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← 2CH 24:20-22 p.···
MT 23:37 [PROPHECY] O Jerusalem, Jerusalem... your 
house is left to you desolate → HISTORY: Fulfilled in AD 
70 destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by Titus and 
the Roman legions (documented by Josephus
MT 23:37 [FULFILLS] A man who would be a hiding 
place from the storm ← IS 32:2 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 23:37 [FULFILLS] The Shepherd sent to the doomed 
flock would be detested and rejected, and God would 
break His staff of favor with the people ← ZECH 11:4-11 · 
MEDIUM p.···

THE OWNER’S MANUAL / MATTHEW / 23:13–23:39 37



PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN HISTORY END TIMES PROPHECIES ARCHAEOLOGY OLD TESTAMENT QUOTED IN THE NEW

JESUS SPEAKING

see Me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

24
CHAPTER 24 IN 30 SECONDS

The disciples admire the temple stones, and Je­
sus says not one will be left on another. About 
forty years later the Romans proved Him right. 
Then He gives the Olivet Discourse about the end 
of the age and His return, and says nobody 
knows the day or hour, which has not stopped 
people from guessing.

TEMPLE DESTRUCTION AND OTHER SIGNS // 

MARK 13:1–8; LUKE 21:5–9

1 As Jesus left the temple and was walking 
away, His disciples came up to Him to 
point out its buildings.
2 “Do you see all these things?” He replied. 
“Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be 
left on another; every one will be thrown 
down.”
3 While Jesus was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to Him pri­
vately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will 
these things happen, and what will be the 
sign of Your coming and of the end of the 
age?”
4 Jesus answered, “See to it that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in My 
name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. These things must happen, 
but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be famines and earth­
quakes in various places. 8 All these are 
the beginning of birth pains.

MT 23:39 [QUOTES] Direct ← PS 118:26 p.···
MT 24:2 [PROPHECY] Not one stone shall be left here 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down (regarding 
the Temple) → HISTORY: Fulfilled AD 70 — Josephus 
records the Temple was completely dismantled by Ro­
man soldiers scavenging melted gold from between the 
stones
MT 24:2 [ARCHAEOLOGY] Temple stones thrown down 
in AD 70 → FIELD NOTES p.39
MT 24:4 [PROPHECY] Many would come claiming to be 
the Christ and deceive many → HISTORY: Josephus An­
tiquities 20.5.1 and 20.8.6 · MEDIUM
MT 24:6 [PROPHECY] Wars, nations rising against na­
tions, famines, and earthquakes would be the beginning 
of birth pains → STILL TO COME · MEDIUM

WITNESSING TO ALL NATIONS // MARK 13:9–13; 

LUKE 21:10–19

9 Then they will deliver you over to be per­
secuted and killed, and you will be hated 
by all nations because of My name. 10 At 
that time many will fall away and will be­
tray and hate one another, 11 and many 
false prophets will arise and deceive 
many.
12 Because of the multiplication of wicked­
ness, the love of most will grow cold. 13

But the one who perseveres to the end 
will be saved.
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come.
THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION // MARK 

13:14–23; LUKE 21:20–24

15 So when you see standing in the holy 
place ‘the abomination of desolation,’ 
spoken of by the prophet Daniel (let the 
reader understand), 16 then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let 
no one on the housetop come down to re­
trieve anything from his house. 18 And let 
no one in the field return for his cloak.
19 How miserable those days will be for 
pregnant and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that 
your flight will not occur in the winter or 
on the Sabbath. 21 For at that time there 
will be great tribulation, unseen from the 
beginning of the world until now, and 
never to be seen again. 22 If those days 
had not been cut short, nobody would be 
saved. But for the sake of the elect, those 
days will be cut short.

MT 24:9 [PROPHECY] They will deliver you up to tribula­
tion and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for 
My name's sake → HISTORY: Fulfilled throughout church 
history — Neronian persecution (AD 64)
MT 24:14 [PROPHECY] This gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in all the world as a witness to all the na­
tions → HISTORY: Wycliffe Global Alliance Scripture ac­
cess statistics
MT 24:15 [PROPHECY] When you see the abomination of 
desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet standing in 
the holy place... then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. For then there will be great tribulation, 
such as has not been from the beginning of the world → 
STILL TO COME · MEDIUM
MT 24:15 [DEMONIC] Jesus warns of the abomination of 
desolation in the holy place
MT 24:15 [FULFILLS] In the middle of the week he shall 
bring an end to sacrifice and offering ← DAN 9:27 · 
MEDIUM p.···
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23 At that time, if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There He is!’ 
do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and 
false prophets will appear and perform 
great signs and wonders to deceive even 
the elect, if that were possible. 25 See, I 
have told you in advance.
THE RETURN OF THE SON OF MAN // MARK 13:24–

27; LUKE 21:25–28

26 So if they tell you, ‘There He is, in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Here He is, 
in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For 
just as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes as far as the west, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wher­
ever there is a carcass, there the vultures 
will gather.
29 Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days:

‘The sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from the sky,
and the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken.’
30 At that time the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn. They will see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. 31 And He will 
send out His angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather His elect from 
the four winds, from one end of the heav­
ens to the other.
THE LESSON OF THE FIG TREE // MARK 13:28–31; 

LUKE 21:29–33

32 Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: 
As soon as its branches become tender 
and sprout leaves, you know that summer 
is near. 33 So also, when you see all these 
things, you will know that He is near, right 
at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this genera­
tion will not pass away until all these 
things have happened. 35 Heaven and 

MT 24:29 [PROPHECY] Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven... they will 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And He will send His angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together 
His elect from the four winds → STILL TO COME
MT 24:29 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← IS 13:10; 34:4 p.···
MT 24:30 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← DAN 7:13; ZECH 
12:10 p.···

earth will pass away, but My words will 
never pass away.
READINESS AT ANY HOUR // GENESIS 6:1–7; MARK 

13:32–37; LUKE 12:35–48

36 No one knows about that day or hour, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the 
days of Noah, so will it be at the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days be­
fore the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day Noah entered the ark. 39 And 
they were oblivious until the flood came 
and swept them all away. So will it be at 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men 
will be in the field: one will be taken and 
the other left. 41 Two women will be grind­
ing at the mill: one will be taken and the 
other left.
42 Therefore keep watch, because you do 
not know the day on which your Lord will 
come. 43 But understand this: If the home­
owner had known in which watch of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have 
kept watch and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 For this reason, 
you also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man will come at an hour you do not 
expect.
45 Who then is the faithful and wise ser­
vant, whom the master has put in charge 
of his household, to give the others their 
food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that 
servant whose master finds him doing so 
when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, he will 
put him in charge of all his possessions.
48 But suppose that servant is wicked and 
says in his heart, ‘My master will be away 
a long time.’ 49 And he begins to beat his 
fellow servants and to eat and drink with 

MT 24:34 [NOTE] THIS GENERATION. See This Genera­
tion.
MT 24:36 [PROPHECY] Of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father 
only. But as the days of Noah were, so also will the com­
ing of the Son of Man be → STILL TO COME
MT 24:37 [FULFILLS] The flood came suddenly and 
swept away all who were outside the ark. Jesus said His 
coming will be like this ← GEN 7:23 p.···
MT 24:40 [PROPHECY] Two men will be in the field: one 
will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grind­
ing at the mill: one will be taken and the other left → 
STILL TO COME
MT 24:42 [PROPHECY] The Son of Man will come at an 
hour no one expects → STILL TO COME
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THE TEMPLE STONES OF AD 70
MATTHEW 24:1 TO 2

Fallen temple stones on the street below Robinson’s Arch, Jerusalem.

WHAT IT IS

Massive stones from the top of the tem­
ple walls, still lying where Roman soldiers 
pushed them down onto the street below.
HOW OLD IT IS

Herod’s builders set these stones in place 
starting about 20 BC. The Romans threw 
them down in AD 70.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Uncovered in excavations led by Ben­
jamin Mazar beginning in 1968, next to 
Robinson’s Arch at the southwest corner 
of the Temple Mount.
WHERE IT IS TODAY

Left in place in the Jerusalem Archaeo­
logical Park.
WHAT IT CONFIRMS

Jesus said not one stone would be left on 
another. About forty years later, in AD 70, 
the Roman army under Titus destroyed 
the temple. The Jewish historian Jose­
phus describes it, and the stones are still 
lying in the street.
WHAT JOSEPHUS SAW

Josephus watched the siege. He wrote 
that Titus ordered the whole city and 
temple torn down, leaving only three tall 

towers, to show later people how strong 
the city had been, and part of the city 
wall on the west side for his soldiers’ 
camp. Jewish War 7.1.1.
HOW BIG THEY ARE

Many of the fallen stones weigh several 
tons each. Deeper in the Western Wall, 
one stone Herod’s men set in place is 
about 44 feet long, one of the biggest 
building blocks people ever moved.
FOUND IN THE SAME PILE

One stone that fell here was carved with 
the words to the place of trumpeting, 
where a priest blew the trumpet for the 
Sabbath. See The Place of Trumpeting in 
Hebrews, p.···. The Arch of Titus in Rome 
still shows the soldiers carrying off the 
temple lampstand. See The Temple Trea­
sures in Rome in Hebrews, p.···.
THE STREET BELOW

The stones crashed onto a paved street 
that ran along the bottom of the western 
wall, lined with shops. They hit so hard 
that some paving stones cracked and 
sank.
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drunkards. 50 The master of that servant 
will come on a day he does not expect 
and at an hour he does not anticipate. 51

Then he will cut him to pieces and assign 
him a place with the hypocrites, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.

25
CHAPTER 25 IN 30 SECONDS

Three stories about being ready: ten bridesmaids 
and their oil lamps, three servants with their tal­
ents, and the sheep and the goats. The takeaway 
is that what you do for the least of these, you do 
for Jesus. The guy who buried his money in the 
backyard does not come off well.

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will 
be like ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2

Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps 
but did not take along any extra oil. 4 But 
the wise ones took oil in flasks along with 
their lamps. 5 When the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep.
6 At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
7 Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps 
are going out.’
9 ‘No,’ said the wise ones, ‘or there may 
not be enough for both us and you. In­
stead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.’
10 But while they were on their way to buy 
it, the bridegroom arrived. Those who 
were ready went in with him to the wed­
ding banquet, and the door was shut.
11 Later the other virgins arrived and said, 
‘Lord, lord, open the door for us!’
12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.’
13 Therefore keep watch, because you do 
not know the day or the hour.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

THIS GENERATION
When Did Jesus Say It Would Happen?
MATTHEW 24:1 TO 51 · MARK 13:30 TO 32 · LUKE 21:20 

TO 32

WHAT JESUS SAID

Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have 
happened, 24:34. C. S. Lewis called the 
same words in Mark 13:30 certainly the 
most embarrassing verse in the Bible, 
then pointed to the next verses: no one 
knows the day or hour, not even the 
Son. Here is how Christians read it.
IT HAPPENED IN AD 70

All these things means the fall of the 
temple Jesus had just predicted, 24:2. 
About forty years later, in AD 70, Rome 
burned the temple. Best case: in 
Matthew this generation always means 
the people alive then, 11:16 and 23:36.
WHAT THE CHRISTIANS DID

Jesus said to flee when you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, Luke 
21:20 to 21. Eusebius says the Christians 
of Jerusalem fled to Pella before the war 
(Church History 3.5.3).
SPLIT IN TWO

Verses 4 to 35 are about AD 70. From 
24:36, that day and hour, Jesus turns to 
His second coming. Best case: it ex­
plains both the near and the far.
THE GENERATION THAT SEES THE SIGNS

The people alive when the signs start 
will see the end. Hal Lindsey in 1970 tied 
it to Israel’s rebirth in 1948 and sug­
gested about forty years. In 1988 Edgar 
Whisenant sent out millions of copies of 
88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 
1988. 1988 came and went. Best case: it 
keeps the words for the future.
THIS RACE

Generation can also mean a people: the 
Jewish people will last until the end. 
Best case: the word allows it.
WHAT ALL SIDES AGREE ON

No one knows the day or hour, 24:36. Be 
ready, 24:44. See also Four Ways to 
Read Revelation, p.···.

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS // LUKE 19:11–27

14 For it is just like a man going on a jour­
ney, who called his servants and en­
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trusted them with his possessions. 15 To 
one he gave five talents, to another two 
talents, and to another one talent⁠—⁠each 
according to his own ability. And he went 
on his journey. 16 The servant who had re­
ceived the five talents went at once and 
put them to work and gained five more. 17

Likewise, the one with the two talents 
gained two more. 18 But the servant who 
had received the one talent went off, dug 
a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s 
money.
19 After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts 
with them. 20 The servant who had re­
ceived the five talents came and pre­
sented five more. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five talents. See, I have 
gained five more.’
21 His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge 
of many things. Enter into the joy of your 
master!’
22 The servant who had received the two 
talents also came and said, ‘Master, you 
entrusted me with two talents. See, I have 
gained two more.’
23 His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge 
of many things. Enter into the joy of your 
master!’
24 Finally, the servant who had received 
the one talent came and said, ‘Master, I 
knew that you are a hard man, reaping 
where you have not sown and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I 
was afraid and went out and hid your tal­
ent in the ground. See, you have what be­
longs to you.’
26 ‘You wicked, lazy servant!’ replied his 
master. ‘You knew that I reap where I have 
not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered seed. 27 Then you should have 
deposited my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received it 
back with interest.

28 Therefore take the talent from him and 
give it to the one who has ten talents. 29

For everyone who has will be given more, 
and he will have an abundance. But the 
one who does not have, even what he has 
will be taken away from him. 30 And throw 
that worthless servant into the outer dark­
ness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’
THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS

31 When the Son of Man comes in His 
glory, and all the angels with Him, He will 
sit on His glorious throne. 32 All the nations 
will be gathered before Him, and He will 
separate the people one from another, as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will place the sheep on His 
right and the goats on His left.
34 Then the King will say to those on His 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. 35

For I was hungry and you gave Me some­
thing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you took Me in, 36 I was naked and you 
clothed Me, I was sick and you looked af­
ter Me, I was in prison and you visited 
Me.’
37 Then the righteous will answer Him, 
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You some­
thing to drink? 38 When did we see You a 
stranger and take You in, or naked and 
clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick 
or in prison and visit You?’
40 And the King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’
41 Then He will say to those on His left, 
‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you 
gave Me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave Me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 

MT 25:31 [PROPHECY] When the Son of Man comes in 
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will 
sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gath­
ered before Him, and He will separate them one from an­
other, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats → 
STILL TO COME
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stranger and you did not take Me in, I was 
naked and you did not clothe Me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look af­
ter Me.’
44 And they too will reply, ‘Lord, when did 
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to You?’
45 Then the King will answer, ‘Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for Me.’
46 And they will go away into eternal pun­
ishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.”

26
CHAPTER 26 IN 30 SECONDS

A woman pours expensive perfume on Jesus, Ju­
das sells Him out for thirty pieces of silver, and 
Jesus shares the Last Supper. He prays in Geth­
semane while His best friends fall asleep. Then 
He is arrested, put on trial at night, and Peter de­
nies Him three times before the rooster crows.

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS // MARK 14:1–2; LUKE 

22:1–2; JOHN 11:45–57

1 When Jesus had finished saying all these 
things, He told His disciples, 2 “You know 
that the Passover is two days away, and 
the Son of Man will be handed over to be 
crucified.”
3 At that time the chief priests and elders 
of the people assembled in the courtyard 
of the high priest, whose name was Ca­
iaphas, 4 and they conspired to arrest Je­
sus covertly and kill Him. 5 “But not during 
the feast,” they said, “or there may be a 
riot among the people.”
JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY // MARK 14:3–9; 

LUKE 7:36–50; JOHN 12:1–8

6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home 
of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to 
Him with an alabaster jar of expensive 

MT 25:46 [PROPHECY] The wicked will go to eternal 
punishment and the righteous to eternal life → STILL TO 
COME
MT 26:2 [PROPHECY] After two days is the Passover, 
and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified → 
Fulfilled two days later at the Passover (Matt 26-27) p.···
MT 26:4 [FULFILLS] The righteous one mocked as God's 
son ← WIS 2:12-20 (Apocrypha, not Scripture) p.···
MT 26:6 [FULFILLS] Wherever this gospel is preached in 
the whole world, what this woman has done will also be 
told as a memorial to her (regarding Mary of Bethany) ← 
MK 14:9; MT 26:13 p.···

perfume, which she poured on His head 
as He reclined at the table.
8 When the disciples saw this, they were 
indignant and asked, “Why this waste? 9

This perfume could have been sold at a 
high price, and the money given to the 
poor.”
10 Aware of this, Jesus asked, “Why are 
you bothering this woman? She has done 
a beautiful deed to Me. 11 The poor you will 
always have with you, but you will not al­
ways have Me. 12 By pouring this perfume 
on Me, she has prepared My body for 
burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this 
gospel is preached in all the world, what 
she has done will also be told in memory 
of her.”
JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS // MARK 14:10–

11; LUKE 22:3–6

14 Then one of the Twelve, the one called 
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15

and asked, “What are you willing to give 
me if I hand Him over to you?” And they 
set out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 So 
from then on Judas looked for an oppor­
tunity to betray Jesus.
PREPARING THE PASSOVER // MARK 14:12–16; LUKE 

22:7–13

17 On the first day of the Feast of Unleav­
ened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Where do You want us to pre­
pare for You to eat the Passover?”
18 He answered, “Go into the city to a cer­
tain man and tell him that the Teacher 
says, ‘My time is near. I will keep the 
Passover with My disciples at your 
house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus 
had directed them and prepared the 
Passover.

MT 26:12 [PROPHECY] She has done this for My burial 
(regarding Mary of Bethany's anointing with costly oil) → 
Fulfilled at His burial (Matt 27:57-61; JN 19:38-42) p.···
MT 26:13 [PROPHECY] Wherever this gospel is preached 
in the whole world, what this woman has done will also 
be told as a memorial to her (regarding Mary of Bethany) 
→ MT 26:6-13; MK 14:3-9; JN 12:1-8 p.···
MT 26:14 [FULFILLS] Thirty pieces of silver thrown into 
the house of the Lord to the potter ← ZECH 11:12-13 p.···
MT 26:18 [PROPHECY] Go into the city to a certain man, 
and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is at hand; I 
will keep the Passover at your house.' A man carrying a 
pitcher of water will meet you → Fulfilled p.···
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THE LAST SUPPER // MARK 14:17–26; LUKE 22:14–23; 

1 CORINTHIANS 11:17–34

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclin­
ing with the twelve disciples. 21 And while 
they were eating, He said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, one of you will betray Me.”
22 They were deeply grieved and began to 
ask Him one after another, “Surely not I, 
Lord?”
23 Jesus answered, “The one who has 
dipped his hand into the bowl with Me will 
betray Me. 24 The Son of Man will go just 
as it is written about Him, but woe to that 
man by whom He is betrayed. It would be 
better for him if he had not been born.”
25 Then Judas, who would betray Him, 
said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said it your­
self.”
26 While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, spoke a blessing and broke it, and 
gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take and 
eat; this is My body.”
27 Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you. 28 This is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I 
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on until that day when I drink it anew 
with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives.

MT 26:21 [PROPHECY] One of you will betray Me → MT 
26:47-50 p.···
MT 26:26 [FULFILLS] Melchizedek's bread and wine 
foreshadow the Lord's Supper ← GEN 14:18 · MEDIUM 
p.···
MT 26:26 [NOTE] THIS IS MY BODY. See This Is My 
Body.
MT 26:27 [FULFILLS] I will lift up the cup of salvation ← 
PS 116:13 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 26:28 [FULFILLS] This is the blood of the covenant 
and 3 more ← EX 24:8; LEV 17:11; ZECH 9:11; MT 1:21 p.···
MT 26:29 [PROPHECY] I will not drink of this fruit of the 
vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with 
you in My Father's kingdom → STILL TO COME

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

THIS IS MY BODY
The Lord’s Supper
MATTHEW 26:26 TO 29 · 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23 TO 29 · 

JOHN 6:53 TO 63

WHAT JESUS SAID

Take and eat; this is My body. This is My 
blood of the covenant, 26:26 to 28. Luke 
and Paul add, do this in remembrance of 
Me, Luke 22:19 and 1 Corinthians 11:24. 
Christians agree Jesus said it. They split 
over what it means.
THE EARLY CHURCH

About AD 110 Ignatius warned against 
people who do not confess the Eucharist 
to be the flesh of our Savior (Smyr­
naeans 7). About AD 155 Justin Martyr 
said it is not common bread (First Apol­
ogy 66). They did not try to explain how.
CATHOLIC

The bread and wine truly become the 
body and blood of Christ. Only the look 
and taste of bread and wine remain. This 
is called transubstantiation, a word used 
at the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 and 
defined at the Council of Trent in 1551.
ORTHODOX

The bread and wine truly become His 
body and blood, but it is a holy mystery. 
They do not explain it with philosophy.
JOHN 6

Jesus said, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you 
have no life in you, John 6:53. Many dis­
ciples left Him over it, 6:66. Some read it 
as being about the supper; others say it 
is about believing, since He adds, the 
words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life, 6:63.
LUTHER

Christ’s real body and blood are truly 
present in, with and under the bread and 
wine, and the bread is still bread. 
Lutherans call it the real presence. They 
reject the label consubstantiation.
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Marburg, 1529
MATTHEW 26:26 · JOHN 10:9 · 1 CORINTHIANS 10:16 · 

11:24 TO 29

THE FIGHT AT MARBURG

In October 1529 Prince Philip of Hesse 
brought Luther and the Swiss reformer 
Ulrich Zwingli together to unite the 
Protestants. Luther wrote Hoc est cor­
pus meum, this is my body, in chalk on 
the table. They agreed on 14 of 15 
points. This was the one they could not 
settle.
ZWINGLI

Is means stands for, the way Jesus said 
I am the door, John 10:9. The supper is a 
memorial that remembers His death. 
Most Baptists and many evangelicals 
hold this view today, and often call it an 
ordinance.
CALVIN

Christ is truly received, but in a spiritual 
way. By faith and through the Holy Spirit, 
believers really feed on Christ. Reformed 
and Presbyterian churches hold this 
view.
OTHER GROUPS

Anglicans and Methodists hold a range 
of views. Quakers and the Salvation 
Army do not keep the supper with bread 
and wine at all. Churches also differ on 
how often: the early church met to break 
bread on the first day of the week, Acts 
20:7. Some churches give it to all believ­
ers; others only to their own members.
THE KEY VERSES EACH SIDE USES

Real presence: this is My body; the cup 
is a sharing in the blood of Christ, 1 
Corinthians 10:16; whoever eats in an 
unworthy way sins against the body and 
blood, 11:27. Symbol: in remembrance of 
Me, 11:24; the Spirit gives life, the flesh 
profits nothing, John 6:63.
WHAT ALL SIDES AGREE ON

Jesus commanded it. It proclaims His 
death until He comes, 1 Corinthians 
11:26. Examine yourself first, 11:28.

JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL // ZECHARIAH 

13:7–9; MARK 14:27–31; LUKE 22:31–38; JOHN 13:36–38

31 Then Jesus said to them, “This very 
night you will all fall away on account of 
Me. For it is written:

‘I will strike the Shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of 
you into Galilee.”
33 Peter said to Him, “Even if all fall away 
on account of You, I never will.”
34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus declared, “this 
very night, before the rooster crows, you 
will deny Me three times.”
35 Peter replied, “Even if I have to die with 
You, I will never deny You.” And all the 
other disciples said the same thing.
JESUS PRAYS AT GETHSEMANE // MARK 14:32–42; 

LUKE 22:39–46

36 Then Jesus went with His disciples to a 
place called Gethsemane, and He told 
them, “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.”
37 He took with Him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee and began to be sorrow­
ful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said 
to them, “My soul is consumed with sor­
row to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with Me.”
39 Going a little farther, He fell facedown 
and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, 
but as You will.”
40 Then Jesus returned to the disciples 
and found them sleeping. “Were you not 
able to keep watch with Me for one hour?” 
He asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that 
you will not enter into temptation. For the 
spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”
42 A second time He went away and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cup cannot 

MT 26:31 [PROPHECY] All of you will be made to stum­
ble because of Me this night; I will strike the Shepherd 
and the sheep will be scattered (quoting Zech 13:7) → 
MT 26:56 p.···
MT 26:31 [FULFILLS] The Shepherd would be struck and 
the sheep would scatter ← ZECH 13:7 p.···
MT 26:32 [PROPHECY] After I have been raised, I will go 
before you to Galilee → Fulfilled after the resurrection 
when Jesus met disciples in Galilee (Matt 28:7, 16-17; JN 
21:1, 14) p.···
MT 26:34 [PROPHECY] Peter, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times → MT 26:70; MT 26:72; MT 
26:74-75; MK 14:68; MK 14:70-72; LK 22:57-58; LK 
22:60-62; JN 18:17; JN 18:25-27 p.···
MT 26:37 [FULFILLS] A man of sorrows acquainted with 
grief ← IS 53:3c p.···
MT 26:38 [FULFILLS] Heartbroken, He looked for com­
forters but found none ← PS 69:20 p.···
MT 26:38 [FULFILLS] The Messiah's cry of suffering and 
loneliness ← PS 102:1-11 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 26:39 [FULFILLS] The Servant willingly bound to 
obedience ← IS 50:5 p.···
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pass unless I drink it, may Your will be 
done.” 43 And again Jesus returned and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy.
44 So He left them and went away once 
more and prayed a third time, saying the 
same thing. 45 Then He returned to the 
disciples and said, “Are you still sleeping 
and resting? Look, the hour is near, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. 46 Rise, let us go! See, My be­
trayer is approaching!”
THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS // MARK 14:43–52; LUKE 

22:47–53; JOHN 18:1–14

47 While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, 
one of the Twelve, arrived, accompanied 
by a large crowd armed with swords and 
clubs, sent from the chief priests and el­
ders of the people.
48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal 
with them: “The One I kiss is the man; ar­
rest Him.” 49 Going directly to Jesus, he 
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.
50 “Friend,” Jesus replied, “do what you 
came for.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized 
Jesus, and arrested Him. 51 At this, one of 
Jesus’ companions drew his sword and 
struck the servant of the high priest, cut­
ting off his ear.
52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Je­
sus said to him. “For all who draw the 
sword will die by the sword. 53 Are you not 
aware that I can call on My Father, and He 
will at once put at My disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then 
would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen this way?”
55 At that time Jesus said to the crowd, 
“Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest Me as you would an out­
law? Every day I sat teaching in the tem­
ple courts, and you did not arrest Me. 56

But this has all happened so that the writ­
ings of the prophets would be fulfilled.”

MT 26:47 [FULFILLS] Confined and persecuted by judg­
ment ← IS 53:8a p.···
MT 26:47 [FULFILLS] One of you will betray Me ← MT 
26:21; MK 14:18; LK 22:21; JN 13:21 p.···

Then all the disciples deserted Him and 
fled.
JESUS BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN // MARK 14:53–65; 

LUKE 22:66–71; JOHN 18:19–24

57 Those who had arrested Jesus led Him 
away to the house of Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and elders had 
gathered. 58 But Peter followed Him at a 
distance, right up to the courtyard of the 
high priest. And he went in and sat down 
with the guards to see the outcome.
59 Now the chief priests and the whole 
Sanhedrin were seeking false testimony 
against Jesus in order to put Him to death. 
60 But they did not find any, though many 
false witnesses came forward.

Finally two came forward 61 and declared, 
“This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in three 
days.’”
62 So the high priest stood up and asked 
Him, “Have You no answer? What are 
these men testifying against You?”
63 But Jesus remained silent.

Then the high priest said to Him, “I charge 
You under oath by the living God: Tell us if 
You are the Christ, the Son of God.”
64 “You have said it yourself,” Jesus an­
swered. “But I say to all of you, from now 
on you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of Power and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.”
65 At this, the high priest tore his clothes 
and declared, “He has blasphemed! Why 
do we need any more witnesses? Look, 
now you have heard the blasphemy. 66

What do you think?”

MT 26:56 [FULFILLS] The Shepherd would be struck and 
the sheep would scatter ← ZECH 13:7 p.···
MT 26:56 [FULFILLS] All of you will be made to stumble 
because of Me this night; I will strike the Shepherd and 
the sheep will be scattered (quoting Zech 13:7) ← MT 
26:31; MK 14:27; JN 16:32 p.···
MT 26:57 [ARCHAEOLOGY] Caiaphas Ossuary (1990) — 
ornate bone box inscribed with his name → FIELD NOTES 
p.46
MT 26:59 [FULFILLS] False witnesses rose up against 
Him ← PS 35:11 p.···
MT 26:64 [PROPHECY] Hereafter you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on 
the clouds of heaven → Partially fulfilled at ascension 
(ACTS 1:9-11) and exaltation (ACTS 2:33); consummation 
in Second Coming still future p.···
MT 26:64 [FULFILLS] He would ascend into heaven (the 
Son of Man) ← DAN 7:13-14a p.···
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THE CAIAPHAS OSSUARY
MATTHEW 26:57 · JOHN 18:13 · ACTS 4:6

The Caiaphas ossuary on display at the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

WHAT IT IS

An ornate limestone bone box, called an 
ossuary, inscribed with the name Joseph 
son of Caiaphas.
HOW OLD IT IS

First century AD. Caiaphas was high 
priest from about AD 18 to 36, and the 
box was likely made around the time of 
his death.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Found in 1990 by workers building a park 
in Jerusalem, in a family burial cave.
WHERE IT IS TODAY

The Israel Museum in Jerusalem.
WHAT IT CONFIRMS

Josephus gives the high priest’s full name 
as Joseph Caiaphas. Most scholars be­
lieve this box held the bones of the man 
who put Jesus on trial.
THE BONES INSIDE

The box held the bones of six people, 
among them a man about 60 years old. 
Many think he was Caiaphas himself. The 
bones were buried again on the Mount of 
Olives.
A COIN IN A SKULL

In the same burial cave, a bronze coin of 

King Herod Agrippa I, from about AD 42 
or 43, was found inside the skull of a 
woman, in another bone box in the same 
cave marked Miriam daughter of Simon. 
That helps date the cave to Caiaphas’ 
time.
CAIAPHAS IN THE BIBLE

He told the council it was better for one 
man to die for the people than for the 
whole nation to be lost, John 11:49 to 50. 
He led the trial of Jesus, Matthew 26:57 
to 68, and was among the leaders who 
questioned Peter and John, Acts 4:6.
THE NAME ON THE BOX

The name is scratched on the box twice, 
Yehosef bar Qayafa on the long side and 
Yehosef bar Qafa on one short end, in 
rough letters, not by a skilled carver.
A FAMILY OF PRIESTS

Caiaphas was the son in law of Annas, 
who had been high priest a few years be­
fore him, John 18:13. Five of Annas’ sons 
also became high priest, Antiquities 
20.9.1.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

A few scholars question the identification, 
but it is widely accepted.
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“He deserves to die,” they answered.
67 Then they spit in His face and struck 
Him. Others slapped Him 68 and said, 
“Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit You?”
PETER DENIES JESUS // MARK 14:66–72; LUKE 

22:54–62; JOHN 18:15–18

69 Meanwhile, Peter was sitting out in the 
courtyard, and a servant girl came up to 
him. “You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean,” she said.
70 But he denied it before them all: “I do 
not know what you are talking about.”
71 When Peter had gone out to the gate­
way, another servant girl saw him and 
said to the people there, “This man was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I 
do not know the man!”
73 After a little while, those standing 
nearby came up to Peter. “Surely you are 
one of them,” they said, “for your accent 
gives you away.”
74 At that he began to curse and swear to 
them, “I do not know the man!”

And immediately a rooster crowed.
75 Then Peter remembered the word that 
Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times.” And 
he went outside and wept bitterly.

MT 26:66 [FULFILLS] Thought to be smitten and cursed 
by God ← IS 53:4b p.···
MT 26:66 [FULFILLS] The righteous one mocked as 
God's son ← WIS 2:12-20 (Apocrypha, not Scripture) p.···
MT 26:67 [FULFILLS] The suffering righteous man is 
struck on the cheek by a crowd and 2 more ← JOB 16:10; 
IS 50:6b; IS 52:14 p.···
MT 26:70 [FULFILLS] Peter, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times ← MT 26:34; MK 14:30; LK 
22:34; JN 13:38 p.···
MT 26:72 [FULFILLS] Peter, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times ← MT 26:34; MK 14:30; LK 
22:34; JN 13:38 p.···
MT 26:74 [FULFILLS] Peter, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times ← MT 26:34; MK 14:30; LK 
22:34; JN 13:38 p.···
MT 26:75 [FULFILLS] Peter, before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times ← MT 26:34; MK 14:30; LK 
22:34; JN 13:38 p.···

27
CHAPTER 27 IN 30 SECONDS

Judas regrets it too late. Pilate washes his hands, 
the crowd chooses Barabbas, and the soldiers 
mock and beat Jesus. He is crucified between 
two robbers, the sky goes dark, the earth shakes 
and the temple curtain tears in two. A Roman cen­
turion says it best: Truly this was the Son of God.

JESUS DELIVERED TO PILATE // MARK 15:1–5

1 When morning came, all the chief priests 
and elders of the people conspired 
against Jesus to put Him to death. 2 They 
bound Him, led Him away, and handed 
Him over to Pilate the governor.
JUDAS HANGS HIMSELF // ZECHARIAH 11:10–17

3 When Judas, who had betrayed Him, 
saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
filled with remorse and returned the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and el­
ders. 4 “I have sinned by betraying inno­
cent blood,” he said.

“What is that to us?” they replied. “You 
bear the responsibility.”
5 So Judas threw the silver into the temple 
and left. Then he went away and hanged 
himself.
6 The chief priests picked up the pieces of 
silver and said, “It is unlawful to put this 
into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 
7 After conferring together, they used the 
money to buy the potter’s field as a burial 
place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has 
been called the Field of Blood to this day. 
9 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah 
the prophet was fulfilled:

“They took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price set on Him by the people of Israel,
10 and they gave them for the potter’s field,

as the Lord had commanded me.”

JESUS BEFORE PILATE // LUKE 23:1–5; JOHN 18:28–

40

11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the gov­
ernor, who questioned Him: “Are You the 
King of the Jews?”

MT 27:1 [FULFILLS] They took counsel together to put 
Him to death and 2 more ← PS 31:13; IS 53:8a; MT 
21:37-39; MK 12:6-8; LK 20:13-15 p.···
MT 27:3 [FULFILLS] The unrepentant death of the be­
trayer ← PS 55:15 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 27:3 [FULFILLS] Thirty pieces of silver thrown into 
the house of the Lord to the potter ← ZECH 11:12-13 p.···
MT 27:9 [QUOTES] Direct ← ZECH 11:12-13 p.···
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“You have said so,” Jesus replied.
12 And when He was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, He gave no answer.
13 Then Pilate asked Him, “Do You not hear 
how many charges they are bringing 
against You?”
14 But Jesus gave no answer, not even to a 
single charge, much to the governor’s 
amazement.
THE CROWD CHOOSES BARABBAS // MARK 15:6–

11; LUKE 23:13–25

15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the 
feast to release to the crowd a prisoner of 
their choosing. 16 At that time they were 
holding a notorious prisoner named 
Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had as­
sembled, Pilate asked them, “Which one 
do you want me to release to you: Barab­
bas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For 
he knew it was out of envy that they had 
handed Jesus over to him.
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Have nothing to do with that innocent 
man, for I have suffered terribly in a 
dream today because of Him.”
20 But the chief priests and elders per­
suaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 
and to have Jesus put to death.
21 “Which of the two do you want me to re­
lease to you?” asked the governor.

“Barabbas,” they replied.
22 “What then should I do with Jesus who 
is called Christ?” Pilate asked.

They all answered, “Crucify Him!”
23 “Why?” asked Pilate. “What evil has He 
done?”

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify 
Him!”
PILATE WASHES HIS HANDS // MARK 15:12–15

24 When Pilate saw that he was accom­
plishing nothing, but that instead a riot 
was breaking out, he took water and 
washed his hands before the crowd. “I am 

MT 27:12 [FULFILLS] He remained silent before His ac­
cusers ← PS 38:12-13 p.···
MT 27:12 [FULFILLS] Silent before His accusers ← IS 
53:7b p.···
MT 27:21 [FULFILLS] Rejected by men ← IS 53:3b p.···

innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. 
“You bear the responsibility.”
25 All the people answered, “His blood be 
on us and on our children!”
26 So Pilate released Barabbas to them. 
But he had Jesus flogged, and handed 
Him over to be crucified.
THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS // ISAIAH 50:4–11; 

MARK 15:16–20; LUKE 22:63–65; JOHN 19:1–15

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus 
into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole company around Him. 28 They 
stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on 
Him. 29 And they twisted together a crown 
of thorns and set it on His head. They put 
a staff in His right hand, knelt down be­
fore Him, and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” 30 Then they spit on 
Him and took the staff and struck Him on 
the head repeatedly.
31 After they had mocked Him, they re­
moved the robe and put His own clothes 
back on Him. Then they led Him away to 
crucify Him.
THE CRUCIFIXION // PSALM 22:1–31; MARK 15:21–32; 

LUKE 23:26–43; JOHN 19:16–27

32 Along the way they found a man from 
Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced 
him to carry the cross of Jesus.
33 And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha, which means The Place of the 
Skull, 34 they offered Him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but after tasting it, He re­
fused to drink it.
35 When they had crucified Him, they di­
vided up His garments by casting lots. 36

And sitting down, they kept watch over 
Him there.

MT 27:26 [FULFILLS] He would be scourged (plowers 
plowed upon His back) and 2 more ← PS 129:3; IS 50:6a; 
MT 17:12; MK 9:12 p.···
MT 27:27 [FULFILLS] Oppressed and afflicted ← IS 53:7a 
p.···
MT 27:27 [FULFILLS] The righteous one mocked as 
God's son ← WIS 2:12-20 (Apocrypha, not Scripture) p.···
MT 27:30 [FULFILLS] He was spat upon ← IS 50:6c p.···
MT 27:30 [FULFILLS] The judge of Israel would be struck 
on the cheek with a rod ← MIC 5:1 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 27:33 [FULFILLS] The sin-offering burned outside 
the camp foreshadows Christ's death outside Jerusalem 
← LEV 16:27 p.···
MT 27:34 [FULFILLS] Given vinegar to drink in His thirst 
← PS 69:21 p.···
MT 27:35 [FULFILLS] Cut off from the land of the living 
← IS 53:8c p.···
MT 27:35 [ALLUDES TO] Refers to ← PS 22:18 p.···
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37 Above His head they posted the written 
charge against Him:

THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
38 Two robbers were crucified with Him, 
one on His right and the other on His left.
39 And those who passed by heaped 
abuse on Him, shaking their heads 40 and 
saying, “You who are going to destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come 
down from the cross!”
41 In the same way, the chief priests, 
scribes, and elders mocked Him, saying, 
42 “He saved others, but He cannot save 
Himself. He is the King of Israel! Let Him 
come down now from the cross, and we 
will believe in Him. 43 He trusts in God. Let 
God deliver Him now if He wants Him. For 
He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
44 In the same way, even the robbers who 
were crucified with Him berated Him.
THE DEATH OF JESUS // PSALM 22:1–31; MARK 

15:33–41; LUKE 23:44–49; JOHN 19:28–30

45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour 
darkness came over all the land. 46 About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, My God, why have You for­

saken Me?”
47 When some of those standing there 
heard this, they said, “He is calling Elijah.” 
48 One of them quickly ran and brought a 
sponge. He filled it with sour wine, put it 
on a reed, and held it up for Jesus to 
drink.
49 But the others said, “Leave Him alone. 
Let us see if Elijah comes to save Him.”

MT 27:39 [FULFILLS] He would be scorned by men and 
despised by the people and 3 more ← PS 22:6; PS 22:7; 
PS 109:25; LAM 1:12 p.···
MT 27:39 [FULFILLS] The righteous one mocked as 
God's son ← WIS 2:12-20 (Apocrypha, not Scripture) p.···
MT 27:41 [FULFILLS] Thought to be smitten and cursed 
by God ← IS 53:4b p.···
MT 27:43 [FULFILLS] 'He trusted in God ← PS 22:8 p.···
MT 27:45 [MIRACLE] Darkness over all the land for three 
hours
MT 27:45 [FULFILLS] He would cry out day and night 
with no answer ← PS 22:2 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 27:45 [FULFILLS] God would make the sun go down 
at noon and darken the earth in the daytime ← AMOS 8:9 
· MEDIUM p.···
MT 27:46 [FULFILLS] 'My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?' spoken from the cross ← PS 22:1 p.···
MT 27:48 [FULFILLS] Given vinegar to drink in His thirst 
← PS 69:21 p.···

50 When Jesus had cried out again in a 
loud voice, He yielded up His spirit. 51 At 
that moment the veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split. 52 The 
tombs broke open, and the bodies of 
many saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised. 53 After Jesus’ resurrection, when 
they had come out of the tombs, they en­
tered the holy city and appeared to many 
people.
54 When the centurion and those with him 
who were guarding Jesus saw the earth­
quake and all that had happened, they 
were terrified and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God.”
55 And many women were there, watching 
from a distance. They had followed Jesus 
from Galilee to minister to Him. 56 Among 
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s sons.
THE BURIAL OF JESUS // ISAIAH 53:9–12; MARK 

15:42–47; LUKE 23:50–56; JOHN 19:38–42

57 When it was evening, there came a rich 
man from Arimathea named Joseph, who 
himself was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He 
went to Pilate to ask for the body of Je­
sus, and Pilate ordered that it be given to 
him. 59 So Joseph took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in 
his own new tomb that he had cut into the 
rock. Then he rolled a great stone across 
the entrance to the tomb and went away. 
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were sitting there opposite the tomb.
THE GUARDS AT THE TOMB

62 The next day, the one after Preparation 
Day, the chief priests and Pharisees as­

MT 27:50 [FULFILLS] Killed before the destruction of the 
Temple (70 AD) ← DAN 9:26b p.···
MT 27:50 [FULFILLS] The Bridegroom would be taken 
away from His friends ← MT 9:15; MK 2:20; LK 5:35 p.···
MT 27:51 [MIRACLE] The veil tears, the earth shakes, 
and saints are raised
MT 27:51 [FULFILLS] The veil separated the people from 
the Most Holy Place ← EX 26:33 p.···
MT 27:54 [FULFILLS] The leaders would lift up the Son 
of Man and then know who He is ← JN 8:28 p.···
MT 27:57 [FULFILLS] Buried in a rich man's grave ← IS 
53:9a p.···
MT 27:59 [ARCHAEOLOGY] The Shroud of Turin → 
FIELD NOTES p.50
MT 27:59 [FULFILLS] The Son of Man will be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth, like Jonah in 
the belly of the great fish ← MT 12:39-40; MT 16:4; LK 
11:29-30 p.···
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THE SHROUD OF TURIN
MATTHEW 27:59 · MARK 15:46 · LUKE 23:53 · JOHN 19:40

The whole Shroud, front 
and back, photographed 
by Giuseppe Enrie in 
1931. The light triangles 
are patches sewn over 
fire damage.

WHAT IT IS

A linen cloth about 14 feet long and 3 and a half feet wide. On it is 
the faint front and back image of a man who was whipped, cut 
around the head, nailed through the wrists and feet, and stabbed 
in the side. Those are the wounds the Gospels describe. Many 
Christians believe it is the cloth Joseph of Arimathea wrapped Je­
sus in.
HOW OLD IT IS

This is the big fight. Carbon dating in 1988 said about AD 1260 to 
1390. Supporters say it is about 2,000 years old. Its written history 
only starts about AD 1355. Both sides are on the next page.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

It first shows up for sure about 1355 in Lirey, a village in France, 
owned by a knight named Geoffroi de Charny. Some think it is the 
same cloth as the Image of Edessa, a cloth with Jesus’ face 
known in the East for centuries, but that link is not proven. In 1532 
it was burned in a church fire in Chambéry, and in 1534 nuns 
sewed patches over the holes.
WHERE IT IS TODAY

In Turin Cathedral in Italy, sealed in a bulletproof glass case filled 
with argon gas. The royal Savoy family owned it for more than 400 
years and gave it to the Pope in 1983. It is rarely shown in public. 
The last big showing was in 2015.
THE GREEK WORD

Matthew, Mark and Luke say Jesus was wrapped in a sindon, one 
linen sheet. That fits one long cloth like this. John 19:40 says linen 
cloths, plural, and John 20:7 mentions a separate cloth for His 
head. Supporters say John’s word can mean linen in general. Crit­
ics say it points to more than one piece.
A CLOTH BEFORE CAMERAS

In 1898 an Italian lawyer named Secondo Pia took the first photo 
of the Shroud. When he looked at his glass negative, where light 
and dark are flipped, he saw a clear, lifelike face. The image on 
the cloth acts like a photo negative, hundreds of years before any­
one invented photography.
WHERE THE WOUNDS ARE

The stains line up with the Gospels: many small wounds around 
the head, like a crown of thorns, Matthew 27:29; well over a hun­
dred small marks across the back and legs, like a Roman whip 
with weighted tips, John 19:1; and a large wound in the right side, 
John 19:34. Skeptics answer that a medieval forger also knew the 
Gospels.
WHAT THE CHURCH SAYS

The Catholic Church owns it but has never said it is or is not the 
real burial cloth. Popes have called it an icon that points people to 
Jesus’ suffering.
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THE SHROUD: FOR AND AGAINST
MATTHEW 27:59 · MARK 15:46 · LUKE 23:53 · JOHN 19:40

The face on the Shroud, from Giuseppe Enrie’s 1931 photo negative.

THE CASE FOR

In 1978 about 30 American scientists, 
called STURP, studied the cloth for five 
days. They reported no paint, dye or 
brush strokes making the image, and said 
the red stains are real blood. The image 
sits only on the very top fibers of the 
threads, thinner than a hair, and no one 
has fully copied it. A 1976 image analyzer 
showed the light and dark in the image 
hold 3D information, which normal paint­
ings do not. The nail wounds are in the 
wrists, where Romans nailed people, not 
in the palms like most medieval art.
DOUBTS ABOUT THE 1988 TEST

Supporters say the 1988 sample came 
from one corner that may have been re­
paired after the fire. A 2019 study of the 
raw lab data said the results did not agree 
with each other as well as they should. A 
2022 Italian X ray test of the linen sug­
gested it could be from the first century, 
but it used only one thread.
THE CASE AGAINST

In 1988 three labs, at Oxford, Zurich and 
Arizona, each carbon dated pieces of the 
cloth to about AD 1260 to 1390. Many sci­
entists still see this as the strongest evi­
dence. In 1389 Bishop Pierre d’Arcis 
wrote to the Pope that an artist had con­
fessed to painting it. Microscope expert 
Walter McCrone said he found red paint, 

though other STURP members disagreed. 
A 2018 study by Matteo Borrini and Luigi 
Garlaschelli said the blood trails do not fit 
a real body. In 2025 Brazilian 3D designer 
Cicero Moraes argued the image fits a 
flat carving pressed onto cloth better 
than a real body. Shroud experts an­
swered that the idea is old and ignores 
the blood and how thin the image is.
THE NEWEST STUDIES

Two DNA studies came out in 2026. A 
team at the University of Padua, led by 
Gianni Barcaccia, found DNA from many 
people, much of it tied to the Near East 
and India. A University of Lancashire 
team led by Noemi Procopio found DNA 
from people, crops, farm animals and 
even red coral. Both say this shows who 
and what touched the cloth over the cen­
turies, not how old it is. Other experts 
warn these tests are easily fooled by 
contamination.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

Even if it were proven to be from the first 
century, nothing on it can prove the man 
was Jesus. Our faith does not rest on a 
cloth. It rests on the empty tomb, where 
the linen was left lying behind John 20:5 
to 7.
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sembled before Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, 
“we remember that while He was alive 
that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will 
rise again.’ 64 So give the order that the 
tomb be secured until the third day. Oth­
erwise, His disciples may come and steal 
Him away and tell the people He has risen 
from the dead. And this last deception 
would be worse than the first.”
65 “You have a guard,” Pilate said. “Go, 
make the tomb as secure as you know 
how.” 66 So they went and secured the 
tomb by sealing the stone and posting the 
guard.

28
CHAPTER 28 IN 30 SECONDS

The tomb is empty. An angel rolls away the stone 
and sits on it, which is a flex. The first witnesses 
are women, the guards are paid to lie, and the 
risen Jesus meets His disciples on a mountain 
and gives them the Great Commission: go make 
disciples of all nations.

THE RESURRECTION // MARK 16:1–8; LUKE 24:1–12; 

JOHN 20:1–9

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first 
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb.
2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, rolled away the stone, and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothes were white as snow. 4 The 
guards trembled in fear of him and be­
came like dead men.
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here; He has risen, just as He said! Come, 
see the place where He lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell His disciples, ‘He has 
risen from the dead and is going ahead of 

MT 28:1 [NOTABLE] In that culture a woman's testimony 
counted for little. A made up story would not pick women 
as the first witnesses.
MT 28:2 [MIRACLE] Angel rolled away the stone; ap­
pearance like lightning
MT 28:6 [FULFILLS] The Son of Man will be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth, like Jonah in 
the belly of the great fish ← MT 12:39-40; MT 16:4; LK 
11:29-30 p.···
MT 28:6 [FULFILLS] The Son of Man would be raised 
from the dead ← MT 17:9; MK 9:9 p.···

you into Galilee. There you will see Him.’ 
See, I have told you.”
8 So they hurried away from the tomb in 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell His disci­
ples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” They came to Him, grasped 
His feet, and worshiped Him. 10 “Do not be 
afraid,” said Jesus. “Go and tell My broth­
ers to go to Galilee. There they will see 
Me.”
THE REPORT OF THE GUARDS

11 While the women were on their way, 
some of the guards went into the city and 
reported to the chief priests all that had 
happened. 12 And after the chief priests 
had met with the elders and formed a 
plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of 
money 13 and instructed them: “You are to 
say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole 
Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this 
report reaches the governor, we will sat­
isfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
15 So the guards took the money and did 
as they were instructed. And this account 
has been circulated among the Jews to 
this very day.
THE GREAT COMMISSION // MARK 16:14–18

16 Meanwhile, the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain Jesus had desig­
nated. 17 When they saw Him, they wor­
shiped Him, but some doubted.
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Me. 19 Therefore go and make dis­
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey all that I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”

MT 28:8 [NOTABLE] In that culture a woman's testimony 
counted for little. A made up story would not pick women 
as the first witnesses.
MT 28:9 [MIRACLE] The risen Jesus meets the women
MT 28:18 [FULFILLS] The Lord's Anointed King ← 1SA 
2:10 · MEDIUM p.···
MT 28:18 [FULFILLS] Exalted by God because of His 
sacrifice ← IS 53:12a p.···
MT 28:19 [NOTE] THE TRINITY. See The Trinity.
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THE BIG QUESTION

THE TRINITY
One God, Three Persons
MATTHEW 28:19 · 3:16 TO 17 · DEUTERONOMY 6:4 · 2 

CORINTHIANS 13:14

WHAT JESUS SAID

Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
28:19. One name, not three names, and 
three persons in it.
WHAT IT MEANS

There is one God, Deuteronomy 6:4. The 
Father is God. The Son is God, John 1:1 
and 20:28. The Holy Spirit is God, Acts 
5:3 to 4. They are not three gods, and 
not one person wearing three masks. 
Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant 
churches all teach it.
ALL THREE IN ONE SCENE

At Jesus’ baptism the Son comes up out 
of the water, the Spirit comes down like 
a dove, and the Father speaks from 
heaven, 3:16 to 17. Paul blesses in all 
three names, 2 Corinthians 13:14.
HINTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

God says, let Us make man in Our im­
age, Genesis 1:26. Christians see a hint 
of the Trinity; Jewish readers say it is a 
royal we or God speaking to His heav­
enly court. Isaiah 48:16 has the Lord 
God and His Spirit sending someone.
PICTURES THAT BREAK

Every simple picture breaks somewhere. 
Water, ice and steam sounds like one 
person changing forms, which is the 
Oneness view. The three leaf clover tied 
to St. Patrick is a later legend. The 
church says it is a mystery we can state 
but not fully picture.
WHERE THE WORD CAME FROM

About AD 180 Theophilus, bishop of An­
tioch, used the Greek word trias, a group 
of three, for God, His Word and His Wis­
dom (To Autolycus 2.15). About AD 213 
Tertullian of Carthage used the Latin 
word trinitas and spoke of three persons 
and one substance (Against Praxeas). 
The Council of Nicaea in AD 325 said 
the Son is of the same being as the Fa­
ther, and Constantinople in AD 381 con­
fessed the Holy Spirit as Lord, wor­
shiped with the Father and the Son.

So Is the Trinity Made Up?
MATTHEW 28:19 · JOHN 1:1 · 1 THESSALONIANS 4:17

THE CLAIM

The word Trinity is not in the Bible, so 
the church made it up.
TRUE, BUT

The word is not there. Neither is the 
word Bible. Rapture comes from the 
Latin of 1 Thessalonians 4:17. A word is a 
handle for an idea. The real question is 
whether the Bible teaches the idea, and 
the church chose the word to sum up 
what it found all over the New Testa­
ment.
WHO SAYS OTHERWISE

Oneness Pentecostals: one God who 
shows up as Father, Son and Spirit, 
much like Sabellius taught about AD 215. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses: the Son is the first 
thing God created, close to Arius about 
AD 318. Latter-day Saints: three sepa­
rate beings. Islam: do not say three, 
Quran 4:171. Judaism: God is one, and 
Jesus is not God.
A DISPUTED SOURCE

Eusebius, about AD 300, sometimes 
quoted 28:19 as go and make disciples 
of all nations in My name, and some say 
the longer wording was added. But 
every Greek copy of Matthew that has 
this verse has Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and the Didache, from about AD 
100, already baptizes in all three names 
(Didache 7).
WHAT ABOUT 1 JOHN 5:7?

The King James Version has the Father, 
the Word and the Holy Ghost: and these 
three are one. Almost no Greek copies 
have it, so most modern Bibles leave it 
out. The Trinity does not depend on it. 
See 1 John p.···. For John 1:1 and a god, 
see the John pages, p.···.
WHAT ALL SIDES AGREE ON

There is one God, and the Bible must 
decide.
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