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1 SAMUEL
Give Us a King

AUTHOR The book does not name its author. Jewish tradition in the Talmud says 
Samuel wrote it, and Gad the seer and Nathan the prophet finished it af­
ter Samuel died, 25:1. 1 Chronicles 29:29 names the records of Samuel, 
Nathan and Gad.

EVENTS TOOK PLACE From Samuel’s birth to Saul’s death, about one hundred years.
DATE About 1100 to 1010 BC. Saul became king about 1050 BC and died about 

1010 BC.
WRITTEN TO Israel, to show how God gave them kings, why Saul lost the throne, and 

why God chose David.
KEY VERSE 1 Samuel 16:7. Man sees the outward appearance, but Yahweh sees the 

heart.

ONE OF THE OLDEST COPIES OF SAMUEL
This piece of leather comes from 4QSam a, a scroll of 1 and 2 Samuel found in Cave 4 at Qumran, 
near the Dead Sea. It was copied about 50 to 25 BC. The words Israel and Saul can be read on it.

The scroll is broken into hundreds of pieces. Its wording often matches the old Greek Bible instead 
of the standard Hebrew text. It gives Goliath’s height as about six feet nine inches, 17:4, and it has a 
paragraph about Nahash that the Hebrew text lacks, 10:27.

Photo Shai Halevi, Israel Antiquities Authority, Leon Levy Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library.
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Historical Setting

The hill country of Israel, from Shiloh and Ramah in the north to Bethlehem in the south, 
with the Philistines living along the coast to the west. The Philistines controlled the black­
smiths, 13:19, and had five strong cities, and Israel had no king. 1 Samuel opens at the end 
of the time of the judges and closes on the day Israel’s first king dies.

What Was Going Wrong

BAD PRIESTS. Eli’s sons stole from the offerings and slept with the women who served at 
the tabernacle 2:12 to 17, 2:22.
A LUCKY CHARM. Israel carried the ark into battle as if it were magic, and lost it 4:3 to 11.
IDOLS. Israel served the Baals and the Ashtoreths 7:3 to 4.
BRIBES. Samuel’s sons took bribes and twisted justice 8:3.
GIVE US A KING. The people wanted a king like the nations, and God said they had rejected 
Him 8:5 to 7.
A KING WHO WOULD NOT OBEY. Saul offered a sacrifice he was told to wait for, and spared 
what God told him to destroy 13:8 to 14, 15:9.
JEALOUSY AND MURDER. Saul tried again and again to kill David, and he had 85 priests 
killed at Nob 18:11, 22:18.
A KING AT A MEDIUM'S DOOR. Saul asked a medium to bring up Samuel from the dead 28:7 
to 8.

The Idiot Proof Summary

1 Samuel is the story of how Israel got its first kings. It starts with Hannah, a woman who 
could not have children, praying at Shiloh. Her son Samuel becomes the last judge and a 
prophet, and he offers sacrifices like a priest. When Samuel grows old, the people demand 
a king like the other nations. God gives them Saul, tall and good looking, but Saul does not 
obey God and loses the kingdom. Then God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint the 
youngest son of Jesse, a shepherd boy named David. David kills Goliath, wins Israel’s 
heart and spends years running from a jealous King Saul. The book ends with Saul’s death 
on Mount Gilboa, with David still waiting for the throne.

1 Samuel at a Glance

CH 1 to 3 SAMUEL

A praying mother and a boy who hears God.
CH 4 to 7 THE ARK

Captured by the Philistines, and sent back.
CH 8 to 12 GIVE US A KING

Saul is chosen and crowned.
CH 13 to 15 SAUL’S FALL

Two acts of disobedience, and a lost kingdom.
CH 16 to 17 DAVID

Anointed by Samuel, and Goliath falls.
CH 18 to 27 ON THE RUN

Saul hunts David, and David will not strike back.
CH 28 to 31 SAUL’S LAST NIGHT

Endor, Ziklag and Mount Gilboa.
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Where Jesus Shows Up

1 SAMUEL 2:10  Hannah sings of God’s king and His anointed, the Hebrew word that gives us 
Messiah. Mary’s song in Luke 1:46 to 55 echoes Hannah’s.

1 SAMUEL 16:13  Samuel anoints David in Bethlehem. Jesus was born in Bethlehem as the Son 
of David, the King God promised, Luke 2:4 and 2:11.

1 SAMUEL 21:6  David eats the holy bread. Jesus told this story to show that He is Lord of the 
Sabbath, Matthew 12:3 to 8.

GOD'S NAMES IN 1 SAMUEL
Yahweh, again and again. Yahweh of Hosts, the armies of heaven, first used in 1:3. Hannah 
calls Him the Rock, 2:2, and Samuel calls Him the Glory of Israel, 15:29. See Why We Say 
Yahweh in the Old Testament Introduction.

What to Watch for in 1 Samuel

MESSIANIC PROPHECIES 2:10

MESSIANIC FORESHADOW 2:35

PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE 2:31-34, 3:11-14, 4:1-22, 8:5, 8:17-18, 9:1-2, 9:16-17 and 9 more

THE HEART 1:13, 2:1, 6:6, 12:24, 16:7, 17:28, 24:5 and 1 more

ARCHAEOLOGY 17:1-2

MIRACLES 3:10, 5:3-4, 5:6, 6:19, 7:10, 12:17-18, 19:20-24

DEMONIC 5:1-2, 5:5, 5:7, 6:2, 7:3-4, 8:8, 12:10 and 15 more

NOTABLE 2:2, 7:12, 15:22, 17:45-47, 30:6

GOD SPEAKING Words in red are God speaking. Only the words He actually said are red.

BLOODLINE OF CHRIST Names underlined in red are in the family line of Jesus.

Cool Stuff Most People Miss

YAHWEH OF HOSTS
This name, Yahweh of the armies of heaven, is first used in the Bible in 1:3.

A HEAD TALLER
Saul was a head taller than anyone in Israel, 9:2, and he still hid in the baggage, 10:22.

THE CHEESE DELIVERY
David only came to the battle to bring food to his brothers, 17:17 to 18.

1, 2, 3 AND 4 KINGS
1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings used to be called 1, 2, 3 and 4 Kings, because they tell 
one long story, from Samuel’s birth to the fall of Jerusalem. The old Greek Bible named 
them 1 to 4 Kingdoms, and Latin Bibles named them 1 to 4 Kings. The King James still calls 
this book The First Book of Samuel, otherwise called The First Book of the Kings. In the 
Hebrew Bible, 1 and 2 Samuel are one book.

How Did It Turn Out?

Saul and three of his sons died in battle on Mount Gilboa. The people asked for a king like 
the nations, and they got one, with all the trouble Samuel warned them about. But God had 
already chosen a man after His own heart. Next comes 2 Samuel, where David finally be­
comes king.
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THE HEART

1
CHAPTER 1 IN 30 SECONDS

Hannah can't have kids, and her husband's other 
wife rubs it in every single year. Hannah prays so 
hard at Shiloh that her lips move with no sound, 
and Eli the priest thinks she is drunk. God hears 
her anyway. She has a baby, names him Samuel, 
and keeps her promise: she gives him back to 
God.

ELKANAH AND HIS WIVES // PSALM 113:1–9

1 Now there was a man named Elkanah 
who was from Ramathaim-zophim in the 
hill country of Ephraim. He was the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of 
Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He 
had two wives, one named Hannah and 
the other Peninnah. And Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had none.
3 Year after year Elkanah would go up 
from his city to worship and sacrifice to 
Yahweh of Hosts at Shiloh, where Eli’s two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests 
to Yahweh. 4 And whenever the day came 
for Elkanah to present his sacrifice, he 
would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to 
Hannah he would give a double portion, 
for he loved her even though Yahweh had 
closed her womb.
6 Because Yahweh had closed Hannah’s 
womb, her rival would provoke her vi­
ciously to taunt her. 7 And this went on 
year after year. Whenever Hannah went 
up to the house of Yahweh, her rival 
taunted her until she wept and would not 
eat.
8 “Hannah, why are you crying?” her hus­
band Elkanah asked. “Why won’t you eat? 
Why is your heart so grieved? Am I not 
better to you than ten sons?”
HANNAH PRAYS FOR A SON

9 So after they had finished eating and 
drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now 
Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the 
doorpost of the temple of Yahweh.

1SA 1:3 [NOTE] YAHWEH OF HOSTS means Yahweh of 
the armies of heaven. This verse is the first time the Bible 
uses this name. It is used more than 200 times in the 
Bible.
1SA 1:3 [FIELD NOTES] Shiloh was a real town where the 
tabernacle stood. See the Shiloh Field Notes page in 
Judges, p.···.

10 In her bitter distress, Hannah prayed to 
Yahweh and wept with many tears. 11 And 
she made a vow, saying, “O Yahweh of 
Hosts, if only You will look upon the afflic­
tion of Your maidservant and remember 
me, not forgetting Your maidservant but 
giving her a son, then I will dedicate him 
to Yahweh all the days of his life, and no 
razor shall ever touch his head.”
12 As Hannah kept on praying before Yah­
weh, Eli watched her mouth. 13 Hannah 
was praying in her heart, and though her 
lips were moving, her voice could not be 
heard.

So Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to 
her, “How long will you be drunk? Put 
away your wine!”
15 “No, my lord,” Hannah replied. “I am a 
woman troubled in spirit. I have not had 
any wine or strong drink, but I have 
poured out my soul before Yahweh. 16 Do 
not take your servant for a wicked 
woman, for all this time I have been pray­
ing out of the depth of my anguish and 
grief.”
17 “Go in peace,” Eli replied, “and may the 
God of Israel grant the petition you have 
asked of Him.”
18 “May your maidservant find favor with 
you,” said Hannah. Then she went on her 
way, and she began to eat, and her face 
was no longer downcast.
THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL

19 The next morning they got up early to 
bow in worship before Yahweh, and then 
they returned home to Ramah.

And Elkanah had relations with his wife 
Hannah, and Yahweh remembered her. 20

So in the course of time, Hannah con­
ceived and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel, saying, “Because I 
have asked for him from Yahweh.”

1SA 1:11 [NOTE] NO RAZOR. Hannah promises a son who 
never cuts his hair, like a Nazirite, Numbers 6:5, and like 
Samson, Judges 13:5.
1SA 1:13 [HEART] Hannah prayed in her heart. Her lips 
moved but no sound came out. God heard what Eli could 
not.
1SA 1:20 [NOTE] Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for 
heard by God, or asked of God. His mother asked, and 
God heard.
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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES THE HEART NOTABLE

21 Then Elkanah and all his house went up 
to make the annual sacrifice to Yahweh 
and to fulfill his vow, 22 but Hannah did not 
go. “After the boy is weaned,” she said to 
her husband, “I will take him to appear be­
fore Yahweh and to stay there perma­
nently.”
23 “Do what you think is best,” her hus­
band Elkanah replied, “and stay here until 
you have weaned him. Only may Yahweh 
confirm His word.”

So Hannah stayed and nursed her son un­
til she had weaned him.
24 Once she had weaned him, Hannah took 
the boy with her, along with a three-year-
old bull, half a bushel of flour, and a skin 
of wine. Though the boy was still young, 
she brought him to the house of Yahweh 
at Shiloh. 25 And when they had slaugh­
tered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli.
26 “Please, my lord,” said Hannah, “as 
surely as you live, my lord, I am the 
woman who stood here beside you pray­
ing to Yahweh. 27 I prayed for this boy, and 
since Yahweh has granted me what I 
asked of Him, 28 I now dedicate the boy to 
Yahweh. For as long as he lives, he is 
dedicated to Yahweh.”

So they worshiped Yahweh there.

2
CHAPTER 2 IN 30 SECONDS

Hannah sings a song about a God who lifts up the 
poor and brings down the proud. Meanwhile, Eli's 
sons are priests who steal the best meat and 
sleep with the women at the tabernacle door. A 
man of God shows up with bad news for Eli's fam­
ily. Little Samuel just keeps growing in favor with 
God and people.

HANNAH’S PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING // LUKE 

1:46–56

1 At that time Hannah prayed:

“My heart rejoices in Yahweh;
my horn is exalted in Yahweh.

My mouth speaks boldly against my ene­
mies,

for I rejoice in Your salvation.

1SA 2:1 [HEART] My heart rejoices in Yahweh. Hannah's 
song starts in her heart, not in her circumstances.
1SA 2:1 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to this 
→ LK 1:46-55 p.···

2 There is no one holy like Yahweh.
Indeed, there is no one besides You!
And there is no Rock like our God.

3 Do not boast so proudly,
or let arrogance come from your mouth,

for Yahweh is a God who knows,
and by Him actions are weighed.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble are equipped with 

strength.
5 The well-fed hire themselves out for 

food,
but the starving hunger no more.

The barren woman gives birth to seven,
but she who has many sons pines away.

6 Yahweh brings death and gives life;
He brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 Yahweh sends poverty and wealth;
He humbles and He exalts.

8 He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap.

He seats them among princes
and bestows on them a throne of honor.

For the foundations of the earth are 
Yahweh’s,

and upon them He has set the world.
9 He guards the steps of His faithful ones,

but the wicked perish in darkness;
for by his own strength shall no man 

prevail.

10 Those who oppose Yahweh will be shat­
tered.

He will thunder from heaven against 
them.

Yahweh will judge the ends of the earth
and will give power to His king.
He will exalt the horn of His anointed.”

11 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but 
the boy began ministering to Yahweh be­
fore Eli the priest.

1SA 2:2 [NOTABLE] Hannah's song. Moses called God 
the Rock in Deuteronomy 32:4, and Hannah sings it too: 
there is no Rock like our God. Mary sang the same kind 
of song in Luke 1.
1SA 2:10 [PROPHECY] The Lord's Anointed King → MT 
28:18; JN 12:15 · MEDIUM p.···
1SA 2:10 [NOTE] HIS ANOINTED. The Hebrew word is 
mashiach, where we get Messiah. Hannah speaks of 
God's king and His anointed before Israel even had a 
king.
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE GOD SPEAKING

ELI’S WICKED SONS

12 Now the sons of Eli were wicked men; 
they had no regard for Yahweh 13 or for the 
custom of the priests with the people.

When any man offered a sacrifice, the 
servant of the priest would come with a 
three-pronged meat fork while the meat 
was boiling 14 and plunge it into the pan or 
kettle or cauldron or cooking pot. And the 
priest would claim for himself whatever 
the meat fork brought up. This is how they 
treated all the Israelites who came to 
Shiloh.
15 Even before the fat was burned, the ser­
vant of the priest would come and say to 
the man who was sacrificing, “Give the 
priest some meat to roast, because he will 
not accept boiled meat from you, but only 
raw.”
16 And if any man said to him, “The fat 
must be burned first; then you may take 
whatever you want,” the servant would re­
ply, “No, you must give it to me right now. 
If you refuse, I will take it by force!”
17 Thus the sin of these young men was 
severe in the sight of Yahweh, for they 
were treating Yahweh’s offering with con­
tempt.
18 Now Samuel was ministering before 
Yahweh⁠—⁠a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19

Each year his mother would make him a 
little robe and bring it to him when she 
went with her husband to offer the annual 
sacrifice. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah 
and his wife, saying, “May Yahweh give 
you children by this woman in place of the 
one she dedicated to Yahweh.” Then they 
would go home.
21 So Yahweh attended to Hannah, and she 
conceived and gave birth to three sons 
and two daughters.

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the 
presence of Yahweh.
22 Now Eli was very old, and he heard 
about everything his sons were doing to 
all Israel and how they were sleeping with 

1SA 2:12 [NOTE] WICKED MEN. The Hebrew says sons 
of Belial, sons of worthlessness. Paul uses Belial as a 
name for Satan in 2 Corinthians 6:15.

the women who served at the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting.
23 “Why are you doing these things?” Eli 
said to his sons. “I hear about your wicked 
deeds from all these people. 24 No, my 
sons; it is not a good report I hear circu­
lating among Yahweh’s people. 25 If a man 
sins against another man, God can inter­
cede for him; but if a man sins against 
Yahweh, who can intercede for him?”

But they would not listen to their father, 
since Yahweh intended to put them to 
death.
26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow 
in stature and in favor with Yahweh and 
with man.
A PROPHECY AGAINST THE HOUSE OF ELI

27 Then a man of God came to Eli and told 
him, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘Did I not 
clearly reveal Myself to your father’s 
house when they were in Egypt under 
Pharaoh’s house? 28 And out of all the 
tribes of Israel I selected your father to be 
My priest, to offer sacrifices on My altar, 
to burn incense, and to wear an ephod in 
My presence. I also gave to the house of 
your father all the food offerings of the Is­
raelites.
29 Why then do you kick at My sacrifice 
and offering that I have prescribed for My 
dwelling place? You have honored your 
sons more than Me by fattening your­
selves with the best of all the offerings of 
My people Israel.’
30 Therefore, Yahweh, the God of Israel, 
declares:

‘I did indeed say that your house
and the house of your father
would walk before Me forever.

But now Yahweh declares:
Far be it from Me!

For I will honor those who honor Me,
but those who despise Me will be dis­

dained.
31 Behold, the days are coming when I will 
cut off your strength and the strength of 
your father’s house, so that no one in it 

1SA 2:27 [NOTE] A MESSAGE FROM HEAVEN. A man of 
God brings God's own words, in red, from here to 2:36.
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MESSIANIC FORESHADOW PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE MIRACLES GOD SPEAKING

will reach old age. 32 You will see distress 
in My dwelling place. Despite all that is 
good in Israel, no one in your house will 
ever again reach old age. 33 And every one 
of you that I do not cut off from My altar, I 
will cause your eyes to fail and your heart 
to grieve. All your descendants will die by 
the sword of men.
34 And this sign shall come to you con­
cerning your two sons Hophni and Phine­
has: They will both die on the same day.
35 Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful 
priest. He will do whatever is in My heart 
and mind. And I will build for him an en­
during house, and he will walk before My 
anointed one for all time.
36 And everyone left in your house will 
come and bow down to him for a piece of 
silver or a morsel of bread, pleading, 
“Please appoint me to some priestly office 
so that I can eat a piece of bread.”’”

3
CHAPTER 3 IN 30 SECONDS

God's word is rare in those days. One night a 
voice calls, Samuel! Samuel runs to Eli three 
times. Eli finally figures out it is God and tells him 
to say, Speak, for Your servant is listening. 
Samuel's first message from God is the hardest 
one a kid could carry: judgment on Eli's house.

YAHWEH CALLS SAMUEL

1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Yah­
weh before Eli.

Now in those days the word of Yahweh 
was rare, and visions were scarce. 2 And 
at that time Eli, whose eyesight had grown 
so dim that he could not see, was lying in 
his room.
3 Before the lamp of God had gone out, 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
Yahweh, where the ark of God was lo­
cated.

1SA 2:31 [PROPHECY] Eli's family line would be cut off 
and lose its strength → 1SA 22:18-20; 1KI 2:27 p.···
1SA 2:34 [PROPHECY] Eli's two sons Hophni and Phine­
has would die on the same day → 1SA 4:11 p.···
1SA 2:35 [PROPHECY] A faithful and lasting High Priest 
would arise → 1KI 2:35; HEB 2:17; HEB 7:24-25 · MEDIUM 
p.···
1SA 3:1 [NOTE] The word of Yahweh was rare in those 
days. Samuel was likely a boy, not yet a teenager. Jose­
phus says he was twelve.

4 Then Yahweh called to Samuel, and he 
answered, “Here I am.”
5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
have called me.”

“I did not call,” Eli replied. “Go back and 
lie down.”

So he went and lay down.
6 Once again Yahweh called, “Samuel!”

So Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you have called me.”

“My son, I did not call,” Eli replied. “Go 
back and lie down.”
7 Now Samuel did not yet know Yahweh, 
because the word of Yahweh had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8 Once again, for the 
third time, Yahweh called to Samuel. He 
got up, went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you have called me.”

Then Eli realized that it was Yahweh who 
was calling the boy. 9 “Go and lie down,” 
he said to Samuel, “and if He calls you, 
say, ‘Speak, Yahweh, for Your servant is 
listening.’”

So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place.
10 Then Yahweh came and stood there, 
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”

And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your 
servant is listening.”
11 Then Yahweh said to Samuel, “I am 
about to do something in Israel at which 
the ears of all who hear it will tingle. 12 On 
that day I will carry out against Eli every­
thing I have spoken about his house, from 
beginning to end. 13 I told him that I would 
judge his house forever for the iniquity of 
which he knows, because his sons blas­
phemed God and he did not restrain them. 
14 Therefore I have sworn to the house of 
Eli, ‘The iniquity of Eli’s house shall never 
be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’”

1SA 3:10 [MIRACLE] Yahweh comes and stands and calls 
Samuel by name
1SA 3:10 [NOTABLE] A boy's simple prayer that has be­
come the prayer of every believer who wants to hear 
God. Samuel did not know God's voice yet, but he was 
willing.
1SA 3:11 [PROPHECY] Samuel told judgment was coming 
on Eli's house that 'both ears would tingle' to hear → 1SA 
4 p.···
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE

SAMUEL SHARES THE VISION

15 Samuel lay down until the morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of Yah­
weh. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16

but Eli called to him and said, “Samuel, my 
son.”

“Here I am,” answered Samuel.
17 “What was the message He gave you?” 
Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May 
God punish you, and ever so severely, if 
you hide from me anything He said to 
you.”
18 So Samuel told him everything and did 
not hide a thing from him.

“He is Yahweh,” replied Eli. “Let Him do 
what is good in His eyes.”
19 And Samuel grew, and Yahweh was with 
him, and He let none of Samuel’s words 
fall to the ground.
20 So all Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
knew that Samuel was confirmed as a 
prophet of Yahweh. 21 And Yahweh contin­
ued to appear at Shiloh, because there He 
revealed Himself to Samuel by His word.

4
CHAPTER 4 IN 30 SECONDS

Israel loses a battle to the Philistines, so they 
bring the ark of God into camp like a lucky charm. 
It doesn't work. Israel loses again, the ark is cap­
tured, and Eli's two sons die. When Eli hears the 
news, he falls backward and breaks his neck. A 
baby is born and named Ichabod: the glory is 
gone.

THE PHILISTINES CAPTURE THE ARK

1 Thus the word of Samuel came to all Is­
rael.

Now the Israelites went out to meet the 
Philistines in battle and camped at 
Ebenezer, while the Philistines camped at 
Aphek. 2 The Philistines arrayed them­
selves against Israel, and as the battle 
spread, Israel was defeated by the 

1SA 3:20 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to 
this → HEB 11:32 p.···
1SA 4:1 [FULFILLS] Samuel told judgment was coming on 
Eli's house that 'both ears would tingle' to hear ← 1SA 
3:11-14 p.···
1SA 4:1 [FIELD NOTES] A village near Aphek may be the 
Ebenezer where Israel camped. It had one of the oldest 
alphabets ever found. See the Izbet Sartah Field Notes 
page.

Philistines, who struck down about four 
thousand men on the battlefield.
3 When the troops returned to the camp, 
the elders of Israel asked, “Why has Yah­
weh brought defeat on us before the 
Philistines today? Let us bring the ark of 
the covenant of Yahweh from Shiloh, so 
that it may go with us to save us from the 
hand of our enemies.”
4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and 
they brought back the ark of the covenant 
of Yahweh of Hosts, who sits enthroned 
between the cherubim. And the two sons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of God.

DEBATED  FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFI­

DENCE: HIGH FOR THE SITE, DEBATED AS EBENEZER

IZBET SARTAH
1 SAMUEL 4:1 · 5:1 · 7:12

A stone lined pit at Izbet Sartah, likely for storing grain. 
The ostracon itself is not shown. No free photo of it exists. 
Photo Bukvoed, CC BY 4.0.

WHAT IT IS

A small farm village on a hill about two 
miles east of Aphek, where the 
Philistines camped, 4:1. Many scholars 
think it was Ebenezer, where Israel 
camped before the battle.
HOW OLD IT IS

It was built in the late 1200s or 1100s BC 
and left empty around the time of the 
battle in chapter 4. Some link that to 
Israel’s defeat. Others say it cannot be 
proved.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Moshe Kochavi and Israel Finkelstein of 

1SA 4:3 [NOTE] A LUCKY CHARM. Israel thought the ark 
would make God fight for them. They brought the box but 
not their hearts.
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE

Tel Aviv University dug it from 1976 to 
1978, in what is now the city of Rosh 
HaAyin.
THE OSTRACON

A piece of pottery with five lines of let­
ters scratched into it. The bottom line is 
the alphabet, in order. It was likely a 
student practicing writing, about 1100 
BC. It is one of the oldest alphabet writ­
ings ever found in the land.
SILOS

The village had dozens of stone lined 
pits to store grain, like the one in the 
photo. Farmers lived here, not soldiers.
WHY IT MATTERS

It shows that simple farmers in the hill 
country could learn to write in the days 
of Samuel. It also gives a real place for 
the battle line between Ebenezer and 
Aphek.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

No sign names the village Ebenezer. 
The match is a good guess, not a sure 
thing.

5 When the ark of the covenant of Yahweh 
entered the camp, all the Israelites raised 
such a great shout that the ground shook.
6 On hearing the noise of the shout, the 
Philistines asked, “What is this loud 
shouting in the camp of the Hebrews?”

And when they realized that the ark of 
Yahweh had entered the camp, 7 the 
Philistines were afraid. “The gods have 
entered their camp!” they said. “Woe to 
us, for nothing like this has happened be­
fore. 8 Woe to us! Who will deliver us from 
the hand of these mighty gods? These are 
the gods who struck the Egyptians with all 
kinds of plagues in the wilderness. 9 Take 
courage and be men, O Philistines! Other­
wise, you will serve the Hebrews just as 
they served you. Now be men and fight!”
10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was 
defeated, and each man fled to his tent. 
The slaughter was very great⁠—⁠thirty 
thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. 11 The 
ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

1SA 4:11 [FULFILLS] Eli's two sons Hophni and Phinehas 
would die on the same day ← 1SA 2:34 p.···

THE DEATH OF ELI

12 That same day a Benjamite ran from the 
battle line all the way to Shiloh, with his 
clothes torn and dirt on his head. 13 When 
he arrived, there was Eli, sitting on his 
chair beside the road and watching, be­
cause his heart trembled for the ark of 
God.

When the man entered the city to give a 
report, the whole city cried out.
14 Eli heard the outcry and asked, “Why 
this commotion?”

So the man hurried over and reported to 
Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old, 
and his gaze was fixed because he could 
not see.
16 “I have just come from the battle,” the 
man said to Eli. “I fled from there today.”

“What happened, my son?” Eli asked.
17 The messenger answered, “Israel has 
fled before the Philistines, and there has 
been a great slaughter among the people. 
Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are 
both dead, and the ark of God has been 
captured.”
18 As soon as the ark of God was men­
tioned, Eli fell backward from his chair by 
the city gate, and being old and heavy, he 
broke his neck and died. And Eli had 
judged Israel forty years.
19 Now Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of 
Phinehas, was pregnant and about to give 
birth. When she heard the news of the 
capture of God’s ark and the deaths of her 
father-in-law and her husband, she col­
lapsed and gave birth, for her labor pains 
overtook her.
20 As she was dying, the women attending 
to her said, “Do not be afraid, for you have 
given birth to a son!”

But she did not respond or pay any heed. 
21 And she named the boy Ichabod, saying, 
“The glory has departed from Israel,” be­
cause the ark of God had been captured 
and her father-in-law and her husband 
had been killed.

1SA 4:21 [NOTE] ICHABOD means Where is the glory? 
The glory of God, His presence with Israel, seemed to be 
gone.
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22 “The glory has departed from Israel,” 
she said, “for the ark of God has been 
captured.”

5
CHAPTER 5 IN 30 SECONDS

The Philistines put the ark in the temple of their 
god Dagon. Next morning, Dagon is face down on 
the floor. They stand him back up. Next morning, 
Dagon is face down again, and this time his head 
and hands are broken off. Then tumors break out 
in every city that keeps the ark. Nobody wants it.

THE ARK AFFLICTS THE PHILISTINES

1 After the Philistines had captured the ark 
of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ash­
dod, 2 carried it into the temple of Dagon, 
and set it beside his statue.
3 When the people of Ashdod got up early 
the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen 
on his face before the ark of Yahweh. So 
they took Dagon and returned him to his 
place.
4 But when they got up early the next 
morning, there was Dagon, fallen on his 
face before the ark of Yahweh, with his 
head and his hands broken off and lying 
on the threshold. Only the torso remained. 
5 That is why, to this day, the priests of 
Dagon and all who enter the temple of 
Dagon in Ashdod do not step on the 
threshold.
6 Now the hand of Yahweh was heavy on 
the people of Ashdod and its vicinity, rav­
aging them and afflicting them with tu­
mors. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw 
what was happening, they said, “The ark 
of the God of Israel must not stay here 
with us, because His hand is heavy upon 
us and upon our god Dagon.”
8 So they called together all the rulers of 
the Philistines and asked, “What shall we 
do with the ark of the God of Israel?”

“It must be moved to Gath,” they replied. 
So they carried away the ark of the God 
of Israel.

1SA 5:1 [DEMONIC] Dagon falls on his face before the 
ark of God
1SA 5:3 [MIRACLE] Dagon falls on his face before the ark
1SA 5:6 [MIRACLE] Yahweh strikes the people of Ashdod 
with tumors

9 But after they had moved the ark to Gath, 
Yahweh’s hand was also against that city, 
throwing it into great confusion and af­
flicting the men of the city, both young 
and old, with an outbreak of tumors.
10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron, but 
as it arrived, the Ekronites cried out, 
“They have brought us the ark of the God 
of Israel in order to kill us and our people!”
11 Then the Ekronites called together all the 
rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send 
away the ark of the God of Israel. It must 
return to its place, so that it will not kill us 
and our people!”

For a deadly confusion had pervaded the 
city; the hand of God was very heavy 
upon it. 12 Those who did not die were af­
flicted with tumors, and the outcry of the 
city went up to heaven.

6
CHAPTER 6 IN 30 SECONDS

After seven months, the Philistines are done. They 
send the ark back on a new cart pulled by two 
mother cows, with a gift of five gold tumors and 
five gold rats. The cows walk straight to Israel, 
mooing the whole way. Some men of Beth 
Shemesh look inside the ark, and it costs them 
their lives.

THE ARK RETURNED TO ISRAEL

1 When the ark of Yahweh had been in the 
land of the Philistines seven months, 2 the 
Philistines summoned the priests and di­
viners, saying, “What shall we do with the 
ark of Yahweh? Tell us how to send it 
back to its place.”
3 They replied, “If you return the ark of the 
God of Israel, do not send it away empty, 
but by all means return it to Him with a 
guilt offering. Then you will be healed, 
and you will understand why His hand has 
not been lifted from you.”
4 “What guilt offering should we send back 
to Him?” asked the Philistines.

“Five gold tumors and five gold rats,” they 
said, “according to the number of rulers 
of the Philistines, since the same plague 
has struck both you and your rulers. 5

1SA 6:2 [DEMONIC] The Philistines ask their priests and 
diviners about the ark
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Make images of your tumors and of the 
rats that are ravaging the land. Give glory 
to the God of Israel, and perhaps He will 
lift His hand from you and your gods and 
your land.
6 Why harden your hearts as the Egyptians 
and Pharaoh hardened theirs? When He 
afflicted them, did they not send the peo­
ple out so they could go on their way?
7 Now, therefore, prepare one new cart 
with two milk cows that have never been 
yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take 
their calves away and pen them up. 8 Take 
the ark of Yahweh, set it on the cart, and 
in a chest beside it put the gold objects 
you are sending back to Him as a guilt of­
fering.

Then send the ark on its way, 9 but keep 
watching it. If it goes up the road to its 
homeland, toward Beth-shemesh, it is 
Yahweh who has brought on us this great 
disaster. But if it does not, then we will 
know that it was not His hand that pun­
ished us and that it happened by chance.”
10 So the men did as instructed. They took 
two milk cows, hitched them to the cart, 
and penned up their calves. 11 Then they 
put the ark of Yahweh on the cart, along 
with the chest containing the gold rats 
and the images of the tumors.
12 And the cows headed straight up the 
road toward Beth-shemesh, staying on 
that one highway and lowing as they 
went, never straying to the right or to the 
left. The rulers of the Philistines followed 
behind them to the border of Beth-
shemesh.
13 Now the people of Beth-shemesh were 
harvesting wheat in the valley, and when 
they looked up and saw the ark, they were 
overjoyed at the sight.
14 The cart came to the field of Joshua of 
Beth-shemesh and stopped there near a 
large rock. The people chopped up the 
cart and offered the cows as a burnt of­
fering to Yahweh. 15 And the Levites took 
down the ark of Yahweh and the chest 
containing the gold objects, and they 

1SA 6:6 [HEART] The Philistines asked why they should 
harden their hearts like Pharaoh did.

placed them on the large rock. That day 
the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt 
offerings and made sacrifices to Yahweh.
16 And when the five rulers of the 
Philistines saw this, they returned to Ekron 
that same day.
17 As a guilt offering to Yahweh, the 
Philistines had sent back one gold tumor 
for each city: Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, 
Gath, and Ekron. 18 The number of gold 
rats also corresponded to the number of 
Philistine cities belonging to the five 
rulers⁠—⁠the fortified cities and their outly­
ing villages. And the large rock on which 
they placed the ark of Yahweh stands to 
this day in the field of Joshua of Beth-
shemesh.
19 But God struck down some of the peo­
ple of Beth-shemesh because they looked 
inside the ark of Yahweh. He struck down 
seventy men, and the people mourned 
because Yahweh had struck them with a 
great slaughter.
20 The men of Beth-shemesh asked, “Who 
can stand in the presence of Yahweh, this 
holy God? To whom should the ark go up 
from here?”
21 So they sent messengers to the people 
of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines 
have returned the ark of Yahweh. Come 
down and take it up with you.”

7
CHAPTER 7 IN 30 SECONDS

Twenty years later Israel finally gets serious. They 
throw out their idols, and Samuel gathers them at 
Mizpah to pray. The Philistines attack, God thun­
ders from heaven, and the Philistines run. Samuel 
sets up a stone and calls it Ebenezer: thus far 
Yahweh has helped us.

SAMUEL SUBDUES THE PHILISTINES

1 Then the men of Kiriath-jearim came for 
the ark of Yahweh and took it into 
Abinadab’s house on the hill. And they 

1SA 6:19 [MIRACLE] Men of Beth Shemesh struck down 
for looking into the ark
1SA 6:19 [TEXT] SEVENTY MEN. The standard Hebrew 
text says seventy men, fifty thousand men. Most think 
the large number is a copying mistake. A few Hebrew 
copies and Josephus have only seventy. The King James 
says fifty thousand and threescore and ten.
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consecrated his son Eleazar to guard the 
ark of Yahweh.
2 And from that day a long time passed, 
twenty years in all, as the ark remained at 
Kiriath-jearim. And all the house of Israel 
mournfully sought Yahweh.
3 Then Samuel said to all the house of Is­
rael, “If you are returning to Yahweh with 
all your hearts, then put away the foreign 
gods and Ashtoreths among you, prepare 
your hearts for Yahweh, and serve Him 
only. And He will deliver you from the 
hand of the Philistines.”
4 So the Israelites put away the Baals and 
Ashtoreths and served only Yahweh.
5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to 
Mizpah, and I will pray to Yahweh on your 
behalf.”
6 When they had gathered at Mizpah, they 
drew water and poured it out before Yah­
weh. On that day they fasted, and there 
they confessed, “We have sinned against 
Yahweh.” And Samuel judged the Is­
raelites at Mizpah.
7 When the Philistines heard that the Is­
raelites had gathered at Mizpah, their 
rulers marched up toward Israel. And 
when the Israelites learned of this, they 
feared the Philistines 8 and said to Samuel, 
“Do not stop crying out to Yahweh our 
God for us, that He may save us from the 
hand of the Philistines.”
9 Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and 
offered it as a whole burnt offering to 
Yahweh. He cried out to Yahweh on behalf 
of Israel, and Yahweh answered him. 10 As 
the Philistines drew near to fight against 
Israel, Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering. But that day Yahweh thundered 
loudly against the Philistines and threw 
them into such confusion that they fled 
before Israel.
11 Then the men of Israel charged out of 
Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, strik­
ing them down all the way to an area be­
low Beth-car.

1SA 7:3 [DEMONIC] Israel puts away the Baals and Ash­
toreths
1SA 7:10 [MIRACLE] Yahweh thunders and throws the 
Philistines into confusion

12 Afterward, Samuel took a stone and set 
it up between Mizpah and Shen. He 
named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far Yah­
weh has helped us.”
13 So the Philistines were subdued, and 
they stopped invading the territory of Is­
rael. And the hand of Yahweh was against 
the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14

The cities from Ekron to Gath, which the 
Philistines had taken, were restored to Is­
rael, who also delivered the surrounding 
territory from the hand of the Philistines. 
And there was peace between the Is­
raelites and the Amorites.
15 So Samuel judged Israel all the days of 
his life. 16 Every year he would go on a cir­
cuit from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judg­
ing Israel in all these places. 17 Then he 
would return to Ramah because his home 
was there, and there he judged Israel and 
built an altar to Yahweh.

8
CHAPTER 8 IN 30 SECONDS

Samuel gets old, and his sons take bribes. The el­
ders say, Give us a king like all the other nations. 
Samuel takes it personally. God tells him, They 
have not rejected you. They have rejected Me. 
Samuel warns them that a king will take their 
sons, their fields and their money. They want one 
anyway.

ISRAEL DEMANDS A KING // DEUTERONOMY 17:14–

20

1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his 
sons as judges over Israel. 2 The name of 
his firstborn son was Joel, and the name 
of his second was Abijah. They were 
judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not 
walk in his ways; they turned aside toward 
dishonest gain, accepting bribes and per­
verting justice.
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered to­
gether and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5

“Look,” they said, “you are old, and your 
sons do not walk in your ways. Now ap­

1SA 7:12 [NOTABLE] Ebenezer means stone of help. It is 
the same name as the place where Israel lost the ark in 
chapter 4. Now the name stands for God's help. The old 
hymn says, Here I raise my Ebenezer.
1SA 7:12 [NOTE] EBENEZER means stone of help. It is the 
same name as the place where Israel lost the ark in 4:1. 
The old hymn says, Here I raise my Ebenezer.
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point a king to judge us like all the other 
nations.”
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to 
judge us,” their demand was displeasing 
in the sight of Samuel; so he prayed to 
Yahweh.
7 And Yahweh said to Samuel, “Listen to 
the voice of the people in all that they say 
to you. For it is not you they have rejected, 
but they have rejected Me as their king. 8

Just as they have done from the day I 
brought them up out of Egypt until this 
day, forsaking Me and serving other gods, 
so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to 
their voice; but you must solemnly warn 
them and show them the manner of the 
king who will reign over them.”
SAMUEL’S WARNING

10 So Samuel spoke all the words of Yah­
weh to the people who were asking him 
for a king. 11 He said, “This will be the 
manner of the king who will reign over 
you: He will take your sons and appoint 
them to serve his own chariots and 
horses, and to run in front of his chariots.
12 He will appoint some for himself as 
commanders of thousands and of fifties, 
and others to plow his ground, to reap his 
harvest, and to make his weapons of war 
and equipment for his chariots.
13 And he will take your daughters to be 
perfumers, cooks, and bakers.
14 He will take the best of your fields and 
vineyards and olive groves and give them 
to his servants. 15 He will take a tenth of 
your grain and grape harvest and give it to 
his officials and servants. 16 And he will 
take your menservants and maidservants 
and your best cattle and donkeys and put 
them to his own use.
17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and 
you yourselves will become his slaves. 18

When that day comes, you will beg for re­

1SA 8:5 [FULFILLS] Israel would one day ask for a king 
like all the nations ← DT 17:14 p.···
1SA 8:5 [NOTE] LIKE ALL THE NATIONS. Deuteronomy 
17:14 to 20 said a king could come someday. See the Big 
Question pages Why Did Israel Want a King?
1SA 8:8 [DEMONIC] Israel has served other gods since 
Egypt
1SA 8:17 [PROPHECY] Samuel warned that a king would 
take their goods and they would cry out to be free of him 
→ 1KI 12:4 · MEDIUM p.···

lief from the king you have chosen, but 
Yahweh will not answer you on that day.”
GOD GRANTS THE REQUEST

19 Nevertheless, the people refused to lis­
ten to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We must 
have a king over us. 20 Then we will be like 
all the other nations, with a king to judge 
us, to go out before us, and to fight our 
battles.”
21 Samuel listened to all the words of the 
people and repeated them in the hearing 
of Yahweh.
22 “Listen to their voice,” Yahweh said to 
Samuel. “Appoint a king for them.”

Then Samuel told the men of Israel, 
“Everyone must go back to his city.”

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

WHY DID ISRAEL WANT A 
KING?
What Happened
1 SAMUEL 8:1 TO 22 · 10:17 TO 19 · 12:12 TO 19 · 

DEUTERONOMY 17:14 TO 20

THE ASK

Samuel was old, and his sons took 
bribes. So the elders came to him at 
Ramah and said, Give us a king to judge 
us like all the other nations, 8:5. Later 
they added, We want a king to go out 
before us and fight our battles, 8:20.
GOD'S ANSWER

Samuel was upset. God told him, They 
have not rejected you. They have re­
jected Me as their king, 8:7. Then God 
told Samuel to give them a king anyway, 
but to warn them first.
THE WARNING

A king will take, Samuel said, again and 
again: your sons for his army, your 
daughters for his kitchen, your best 
fields, a tenth of your grain and flocks, 
and you yourselves will be his servants, 
8:11 to 17. The people said, No, we want 
a king, 8:19.
BUT A KING WAS ALLOWED

Hundreds of years earlier, Deuteronomy 
17:14 to 20 said that when Israel asked 
for a king like the nations, they could 
have one, if he was the king God chose. 
He must not pile up horses, wives or 
gold, and he must copy God’s law and 
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read it every day. God had also 
promised Abraham that kings would 
come from him, Genesis 17:6.
THE QUESTION

If God allowed a king, why was it wrong 
to ask for one?

Every View
1 SAMUEL 8:7 · 12:12 · 12:20 TO 24 · GENESIS 49:10 · 

JUDGES 8:23

VIEW 1: THE WRONG REASON

A king was not the problem. Their rea­
son was. They wanted to be like the na­
tions and trust a man with an army in­
stead of trusting God. When Nahash at­
tacked, they asked for a king even 
though Yahweh was their king, 12:12. 
Gideon had said it long before: Yahweh 
will rule over you, Judges 8:23.
VIEW 2: THE WRONG TIME

God planned a king all along, from the 
tribe of Judah, Genesis 49:10. Israel 
jumped ahead of God. They got Saul 
from Benjamin first, and then God gave 
them David from Judah, the king He had 
in mind.
VIEW 3: TWO VOICES

Many scholars notice that some chap­
ters sound for the king, like 9:1 to 10:16, 
and some sound against it, like 8, 10:17 
to 27 and 12. Some think the writer 
joined older stories. Others say one 
writer showed both sides on purpose, 
because a king was both a gift and a 
danger.
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT

Everything Samuel warned about came 
true. Solomon took heavy taxes and 
forced labor, and the kingdom split over 
it, 1 Kings 12:4. Yet God still worked 
through the kings and promised David a 
forever throne, 2 Samuel 7:16.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Samuel told them, Do not be afraid. 
Serve Yahweh with all your heart, and 
He will not abandon you, 12:20 to 22. 
Christians believe the perfect King came 
at last: Jesus, the Son of David.

9
CHAPTER 9 IN 30 SECONDS

Saul is tall, handsome, and out looking for his 
dad's lost donkeys. He never finds the donkeys. 
Instead he finds Samuel, who has saved him the 
best piece of meat at dinner. God had told Samuel 
the day before: this is the man.

SAUL CHOSEN AS KING

1 Now there was a Benjamite, a powerful 
man, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, 
the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the 
son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2 And he had a 
son named Saul, choice and handsome, 
without equal among the Israelites⁠—⁠a 
head taller than any of the people.
3 One day the donkeys of Saul’s father 
Kish wandered off, and Kish said to his 
son Saul, “Take one of the servants and 
go look for the donkeys.”
4 So Saul passed through the hill country 
of Ephraim and then through the land of 
Shalishah, but they did not find the don­
keys. He and the servant went through the 
region of Shaalim, but they were not 
there. Then they went through the land of 
Benjamin, and still they did not find them.
5 When they reached the land of Zuph, 
Saul said to his servant, “Come, let us go 
back, or my father will stop worrying 
about the donkeys and start worrying 
about us.”
6 “Look,” said the servant, “in this city 
there is a man of God who is highly re­
spected; everything he says surely comes 
to pass. Let us go there now. Perhaps he 
will tell us which way to go.”
7 “If we do go,” Saul replied, “what can we 
give the man? For the bread in our packs 
is gone, and there is no gift to take to the 
man of God. What do we have?”
8 The servant answered him again. “Look,” 
he said, “I have here in my hand a tenth of 
an ounce of silver. I will give it to the man 
of God, and he will tell us our way.”
9 (Formerly in Israel, a man on his way to 
inquire of God would say, “Come, let us 

1SA 9:1 [FULFILLS] Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the 
morning he shall devour the prey, and at night divide the 
spoil ← GEN 49:27 · MEDIUM p.···
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go to the seer.” For the prophet of today 
was formerly called the seer.)
10 “Good,” said Saul to his servant. “Come, 
let us go.” So they set out for the city 
where the man of God was. 11 And as they 
were climbing the hill to the city, they met 
some young women coming out to draw 
water and asked, “Is the seer here?”
12 “Yes, he is ahead of you,” they an­
swered. “Hurry now, for today he has 
come to the city because the people have 
a sacrifice on the high place. 13 As soon as 
you enter the city, you will find him before 
he goes up to the high place to eat. The 
people will not eat until he comes, be­
cause he must bless the sacrifice; after 
that, the guests will eat. Go up at once; 
you will find him.”
14 So Saul and his servant went up toward 
the city, and as they were entering it, 
there was Samuel coming toward them on 
his way up to the high place.
15 Now on the day before Saul’s arrival, 
Yahweh had revealed to Samuel, 16 “At this 
time tomorrow I will send you a man from 
the land of Benjamin, and you are to 
anoint him ruler over My people Israel; he 
will save them from the hand of the 
Philistines. For I have looked upon My 
people, because their cry has come to 
Me.”
17 When Samuel saw Saul, Yahweh told 
him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke; he 
shall rule over My people.”
18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway 
and asked, “Would you please tell me 
where the seer’s house is?”
19 “I am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up 
before me to the high place, for you shall 
eat with me today. And when I send you 
off in the morning, I will tell you all that is 
in your heart. 20 As for the donkeys you 
lost three days ago, do not worry about 
them, for they have been found. And upon 

1SA 9:9 [NOTE] SEER. A writer added this note for later 
readers who no longer used the old word seer.
1SA 9:16 [PROPHECY] God told Samuel a man from Ben­
jamin would come to him the next day to be anointed 
king → 1SA 9:17; 1SA 10:1 p.···
1SA 9:17 [FULFILLS] God told Samuel a man from Ben­
jamin would come to him the next day to be anointed 
king ← 1SA 9:16 p.···

whom is all the desire of Israel, if not upon 
you and all your father’s house?”
21 Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjamite from 
the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my 
clan the least of all the clans of Benjamin? 
So why would you say such a thing to 
me?”
22 Then Samuel took Saul and his servant, 
brought them into the hall, and seated 
them in the place of honor among those 
who were invited⁠—⁠about thirty in all. 23

And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the 
portion I gave you and told you to set 
aside.”
24 So the cook picked up the leg and what 
was attached to it and set it before Saul. 
Then Samuel said, “Here is what was kept 
back. It was set apart for you. Eat, for it 
has been kept for you for this occasion, 
from the time I said, ‘I have invited the 
people.’” So Saul dined with Samuel that 
day.
25 And after they had come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel spoke 
with Saul on the roof of his house.
26 They got up early in the morning, and 
just before dawn Samuel called to Saul on 
the roof, “Get ready, and I will send you on 
your way!” So Saul got ready, and both he 
and Samuel went outside together.
27 As they were going down to the edge of 
the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the ser­
vant to go on ahead of us, but you stay for 
a while, and I will reveal to you the word 
of God.” So the servant went on.

10
CHAPTER 10 IN 30 SECONDS

Samuel pours oil on Saul's head and kisses him. 
Everything Samuel said would happen on the way 
home happens, and Saul even prophesies with a 
band of prophets. At the big public pick, Saul is 
chosen, but nobody can find him. He is hiding in 
the baggage. God points him out.

SAMUEL ANOINTS SAUL

1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil, poured it 
on Saul’s head, kissed him, and said, “Has 
not Yahweh anointed you ruler over His 
inheritance? 2 When you leave me today, 
you will find two men at Rachel’s tomb in 
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Zelzah on the border of Benjamin. They 
will say to you, ‘The donkeys you seek 
have been found, and now your father has 
stopped worrying about the donkeys and 
started worrying about you, asking, “What 
should I do about my son?”’
3 Then you will go on from there until you 
come to the Oak of Tabor. Three men go­
ing up to God at Bethel will meet you 
there, one carrying three young goats, an­
other carrying three loaves of bread, and 
another carrying a skin of wine. 4 They will 
greet you and give you two loaves of 
bread, which you will accept from their 
hands.
5 After that you will come to Gibeah of 
God, where the Philistines have an out­
post. As you approach the city, you will 
meet a group of prophets coming down 
from the high place, preceded by harps, 
tambourines, flutes, and lyres, and they 
will be prophesying.
6 Then the Spirit of Yahweh will rush upon 
you, and you will prophesy with them; and 
you will be transformed into a different 
person.
7 When these signs have come, do as the 
occasion demands, for God is with you. 8

And you shall go before me to Gilgal, and 
surely I will come to you to offer burnt of­
ferings and to sacrifice peace offerings. 
Wait seven days until I come to you and 
show you what you are to do.”
SAMUEL’S SIGNS FULFILLED

9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God 
changed Saul’s heart, and all the signs 
came to pass that day. 10 When Saul and 
his servant arrived at Gibeah, a group of 
prophets met him. Then the Spirit of God 
rushed upon him, and he prophesied 
along with them.

1SA 10:1 [NOTABLE] The first anointing of an Israelite 
king; the beginning of the monarchy
1SA 10:1 [FULFILLS] God told Samuel a man from Ben­
jamin would come to him the next day to be anointed 
king ← 1SA 9:16 p.···
1SA 10:2 [PROPHECY] Samuel gave Saul signs of who he 
would meet on the road home → 1SA 10:9-10 p.···
1SA 10:9 [HEART] God changed Saul's heart. The He­
brew says God gave him another heart.
1SA 10:9 [MIRACLE] God changes Saul's heart and the 
Spirit comes on him
1SA 10:9 [FULFILLS] Samuel gave Saul signs of who he 
would meet on the road home ← 1SA 10:2 p.···

11 When all those who had formerly known 
Saul saw him prophesying with the 
prophets, they asked one another, “What 
has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul 
also among the prophets?”
12 Then a man who lived there replied, 
“And who is their father?” So the saying 
became a proverb: “Is Saul also among 
the prophets?”
13 And when Saul had finished prophesy­
ing, he went up to the high place.
14 Now Saul’s uncle asked him and his ser­
vant, “Where did you go?”

“To look for the donkeys,” Saul replied. 
“When we saw they were not to be found, 
we went to Samuel.”
15 “Tell me,” Saul’s uncle asked, “what did 
Samuel say to you?”
16 And Saul replied, “He assured us that 
the donkeys had been found.” But Saul 
did not tell his uncle what Samuel had 
said about the kingship.
SAUL PROCLAIMED KING

17 After this, Samuel summoned the people 
to Yahweh at Mizpah 18 and said to the Is­
raelites, “This is what Yahweh, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of 
Egypt, and I rescued you from the hands 
of the Egyptians and of all the kingdoms 
that oppressed you.’
19 But today you have rejected your God, 
who saves you from all your troubles and 
afflictions, and you have said to Him, ‘No, 
set a king over us.’ Now therefore present 
yourselves before Yahweh by your tribes 
and clans.”
20 Thus Samuel had all the tribes of Israel 
come forward, and the tribe of Benjamin 
was selected. 21 Then he had the tribe of 
Benjamin come forward by its clans, and 
the clan of Matri was selected. Finally, 
Saul son of Kish was selected. But when 
they looked for him, they could not find 
him. 22 So again they inquired of Yahweh, 
“Has the man come here yet?”

1SA 10:11 [NOTE] IS SAUL ALSO AMONG THE 
PROPHETS? This became a saying, used again in 19:24, 
for someone acting very unlike himself.
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And Yahweh replied, “Behold, he has hid­
den himself among the baggage.”
23 So they ran and brought Saul, and when 
he stood among the people, he was a 
head taller than any of the others. 24

Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see 
the one Yahweh has chosen? There is no 
one like him among all the people.”

And all the people shouted, “Long live the 
king!”
25 Then Samuel explained to the people 
the rights of kingship. He wrote them on a 
scroll and laid it up before Yahweh. And 
Samuel sent all the people away, each to 
his own home.
26 Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, 
and the men of valor whose hearts God 
had touched went with him.
27 But some worthless men said, “How can 
this man save us?” So they despised him 
and brought him no gifts; but Saul re­
mained silent about it.

11
CHAPTER 11 IN 30 SECONDS

Nahash the Ammonite offers the town of Jabesh 
Gilead a deal: surrender, and he will gouge out 
everyone's right eye. Saul hears about it, the Spirit 
of God comes on him, and he rallies 330,000 men. 
Jabesh is rescued, and Israel crowns Saul king at 
Gilgal.

SAUL DEFEATS THE AMMONITES

1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and 
laid siege to Jabesh-gilead. All the men of 
Jabesh said to him, “Make a treaty with 
us, and we will serve you.”
2 But Nahash the Ammonite replied, “I will 
make a treaty with you on one condition, 
that I may put out everyone’s right eye 
and bring reproach upon all Israel.”
3 “Hold off for seven days,” replied the el­
ders of Jabesh, “and let us send messen­
gers throughout Israel. If there is no one 
to save us, we will surrender to you.”

1SA 10:27 [TEXT] A MISSING PARAGRAPH? A Dead Sea 
Scroll, 4QSam a, has a paragraph here that the Hebrew 
text does not. It says Nahash king of the Ammonites had 
been cruelly oppressing Gad and Reuben, gouging out 
each man's right eye, and 7,000 men had escaped to 
Jabesh Gilead. Josephus tells the same story. The NRSV 
prints it. Most Bibles, like this one, do not.

4 When the messengers came to Gibeah 
of Saul and relayed these words in the 
hearing of the people, they all wept aloud.
5 Just then Saul was returning from the 
field, behind his oxen. “What troubles the 
people?” asked Saul. “Why are they 
weeping?” And they relayed to him the 
words of the men from Jabesh.
6 When Saul heard their words, the Spirit 
of God rushed upon him, and he burned 
with great anger. 7 He took a pair of oxen, 
cut them into pieces, and sent them by 
messengers throughout the land of Israel, 
proclaiming, “This is what will be done to 
the oxen of anyone who does not march 
behind Saul and Samuel.”

Then the terror of Yahweh fell upon the 
people, and they came out together as 
one man. 8 And when Saul numbered them 
at Bezek, there were 300,000 Israelites 
and 30,000 men of Judah. 9 So they said 
to the messengers who had come, “Tell 
the men of Jabesh-gilead: ‘Deliverance 
will be yours tomorrow by the time the 
sun is hot.’”

And when the messengers relayed this to 
the men of Jabesh, they rejoiced.
10 Then the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, 
“Tomorrow we will come out, and you can 
do with us whatever seems good to you.”
11 The next day Saul organized the troops 
into three divisions, and during the morn­
ing watch they invaded the camp of the 
Ammonites and slaughtered them, until 
the hottest part of the day. And the sur­
vivors were so scattered that no two of 
them were left together.
SAUL CONFIRMED AS KING

12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who 
said that Saul should not reign over us? 
Bring those men here so we can kill 
them!”
13 But Saul ordered, “No one shall be put to 
death this day, for today Yahweh has 
worked salvation in Israel.”
14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, 
let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingship 
there.”
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MIRACLES DEMONIC

15 So all the people went to Gilgal and con­
firmed Saul as king in the presence of 
Yahweh. There they sacrificed peace of­
ferings before Yahweh, and Saul and all 
the Israelites rejoiced greatly.

12
CHAPTER 12 IN 30 SECONDS

Samuel gives his farewell speech. Did I ever steal 
from any of you? Nobody can think of a thing. He 
reminds them that asking for a king was wrong, 
then he prays, and God sends thunder and rain in 
the middle of the dry harvest season. The people 
get the point.

SAMUEL’S FAREWELL ADDRESS

1 Then Samuel said to all Israel, “I have lis­
tened to your voice in all that you have 
said to me, and I have set over you a king. 
2 Now here is the king walking before you, 
and I am old and gray, and my sons are 
here with you. I have walked before you 
from my youth until this day.
3 Here I am. Bear witness against me be­
fore Yahweh and before His anointed: 
Whose ox or donkey have I taken? Whom 
have I cheated or oppressed? From 
whose hand have I accepted a bribe and 
closed my eyes? Tell me, and I will restore 
it to you.”
4 “You have not cheated us or oppressed 
us,” they replied, “nor have you taken 
anything from the hand of man.”
5 Samuel said to them, “Yahweh is a wit­
ness against you, and His anointed is a 
witness today, that you have not found 
anything in my hand.”

“He is a witness,” they replied.
6 Then Samuel said to the people, “Yah­
weh is the One who appointed Moses and 
Aaron, and who brought your fathers up 
out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now present 
yourselves, so that I may confront you be­
fore Yahweh with all the righteous acts He 
has done for you and your fathers.
8 When Jacob went to Egypt, your fathers 
cried out to Yahweh, and He sent them 
Moses and Aaron, who brought your fa­
thers out of Egypt and settled them in this 
place. 9 But they forgot Yahweh their God, 
and He sold them into the hand of Sisera 

the commander of the army of Hazor, and 
into the hands of the Philistines and the 
king of Moab, who fought against them.
10 Then they cried out to Yahweh and said, 
‘We have sinned, for we have forsaken 
Yahweh and served the Baals and Ash­
toreths. Now deliver us from the hands of 
our enemies, that we may serve You.’
11 So Yahweh sent Jerubbaal, Barak, Jeph­
thah, and Samuel, and He delivered you 
from the hands of your enemies on every 
side, and you dwelt securely. 12 But when 
you saw that Nahash king of the Am­
monites was moving against you, you said 
to me, ‘No, we must have a king to rule 
over us’⁠—⁠even though Yahweh your God 
was your king.
13 Now here is the king you have chosen, 
the one you requested. Behold, Yahweh 
has placed a king over you.
14 If you fear Yahweh and serve Him and 
obey His voice, and if you do not rebel 
against the command of Yahweh, and if 
both you and the king who rules over you 
follow Yahweh your God, then all will be 
well. 15 But if you disobey Yahweh and 
rebel against His command, then the hand 
of Yahweh will be against you as it was 
against your fathers.
16 Now, therefore, present yourselves and 
see this great thing that Yahweh will do 
before your eyes. 17 Is it not the wheat har­
vest today? I will call on Yahweh to send 
thunder and rain, so that you will know 
and see what a great evil you have com­
mitted in the sight of Yahweh by asking 
for a king.”
18 So Samuel called to Yahweh, and on that 
day Yahweh sent thunder and rain.

As a result, all the people greatly feared 
Yahweh and Samuel. 19 They pleaded with 
Samuel, “Pray to Yahweh your God for 
your servants so that we will not die! For 
we have added to all our sins the evil of 
asking for a king.”

1SA 12:10 [DEMONIC] Israel confesses serving the Baals 
and Ashtoreths
1SA 12:17 [MIRACLE] Thunder and rain in wheat harvest 
at Samuel's prayer
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20 “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. 
“Even though you have committed all this 
evil, do not turn aside from following Yah­
weh, but serve Yahweh with all your heart. 
21 Do not turn aside after worthless things 
that cannot profit you or deliver you, for 
they are empty. 22 Indeed, for the sake of 
His great name, Yahweh will not abandon 
His people, because He was pleased to 
make you His own.
23 As for me, far be it from me that I should 
sin against Yahweh by ceasing to pray for 
you. And I will continue to teach you the 
good and right way.
24 Above all, fear Yahweh and serve Him 
faithfully with all your heart; consider 
what great things He has done for you. 25

But if you persist in doing evil, both you 
and your king will be swept away.”

13
CHAPTER 13 IN 30 SECONDS

The Philistines gather a huge army, and Saul's 
men start sneaking away. Samuel said to wait 
seven days. Saul waits, Samuel is late, and Saul 
offers the sacrifice himself. Samuel walks in as he 
finishes. Your kingdom will not last, Samuel says. 
Also, the Philistines won't let Israel have black­
smiths.

WAR WITH THE PHILISTINES

1 Saul was thirty years old when he be­
came king, and he reigned over Israel 
forty-two years. 2 He chose for himself 
three thousand men of Israel: Two thou­
sand were with Saul at Michmash and in 
the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand 
were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Ben­
jamin. And the rest of the troops he sent 
away, each to his own home.
3 Then Jonathan attacked the Philistine 
outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard 
about it. So Saul blew the ram’s horn 
throughout the land, saying, “Let the He­
brews hear!”

1SA 12:21 [DEMONIC] Do not turn aside after worthless 
things
1SA 12:24 [HEART] Fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully 
with all your heart.
1SA 13:1 [TEXT] SAUL'S AGE. The Hebrew text is dam­
aged here. It says Saul was a year old when he became 
king, and he reigned two years. Numbers were lost in 
copying. This Bible says thirty, from a few Greek copies. 
Forty two years is a best guess that adds forty to the 
two. Acts 13:21 says Saul reigned forty years.

4 And all Israel heard the news: “Saul has 
attacked an outpost of the Philistines, and 
now Israel has become a stench to the 
Philistines!” Then the people were sum­
moned to join Saul at Gilgal.
5 Now the Philistines assembled to fight 
against Israel with three thousand chari­
ots, six thousand horsemen, and troops as 
numerous as the sand on the seashore. 
They went up and camped at Michmash, 
east of Beth-aven.
6 Seeing that they were in danger because 
their troops were hard-pressed, the men 
of Israel hid in caves and thickets, among 
the rocks, and in cellars and cisterns. 7

Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan 
into the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul, 
however, remained at Gilgal, and all his 
troops were quaking in fear.
SAUL’S UNLAWFUL SACRIFICE

8 And Saul waited seven days for the time 
appointed by Samuel, but Samuel did not 
come to Gilgal, and the troops began to 
desert Saul. 9 So he said, “Bring me the 
burnt offering and the peace offerings.” 
And he offered up the burnt offering.
10 Just as he finished offering the burnt of­
fering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out 
to greet him.
11 “What have you done?” Samuel asked.

And Saul replied, “When I saw that the 
troops were deserting me, and that you 
did not come at the appointed time and 
the Philistines were gathering at Mich­
mash, 12 I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will 
descend upon me at Gilgal, and I have not 
sought the favor of Yahweh.’ So I felt 
compelled to offer the burnt offering.”
13 “You have acted foolishly,” Samuel de­
clared. “You have not kept the command 
that Yahweh your God gave you; if you 
had, Yahweh would have established your 
kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now 

your kingdom will not endure; Yahweh has 

sought a man after His own heart and ap­

pointed him ruler over His people, because you 

have not kept the command of Yahweh.”

1SA 13:9 [NOTE] Saul was not a priest, and Samuel had 
told him to wait seven days, 10:8. See the Big Question 
pages Saul's Lost Kingdom.
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FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFIDENCE: HIGH

THE PIM WEIGHT
1 SAMUEL 13:19 TO 22

A stone weight marked pim in old Hebrew let­
ters. It is in a private collection, and where it 
was found is not known. Public domain photo.

WHAT IT IS

A small, smooth stone weight, rounded like a dome, 
used to weigh silver. The Hebrew letters on top spell 
pim.
HOW OLD IT IS

Most pim weights found so far come from Judah in 
the 700s and 600s BC, the days of the later kings.
THE MYSTERY WORD

Pim shows up only once in the whole Bible, here in 
13:21. For centuries nobody knew what it meant. 
The King James guessed it was a file, a tool for 
sharpening.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

In the early 1900s, archaeologists began finding lit­
tle stone weights marked pim at sites in Israel. Many 
have been found since.
WHAT THEY SHOW

A pim weighs about a quarter of an ounce. So pim 
was a price: the Philistines charged a pim of silver 
to sharpen a plow.
WHY IT MATTERS

A word that went out of use was explained by a 
stone pulled out of the ground. Some scholars also 
say the word shows the story was written while pim 
was still a known weight. Others say the dates of 
the weights do not settle when the book was writ­
ten.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

The weights are from centuries after Saul. They 
show what the word meant, not who paid it.

15 Then Samuel set out from Gilgal and 
went up to Gibeah in Benjamin. And Saul 
numbered the troops who were with him, 
about six hundred men.
ISRAEL WITHOUT WEAPONS

16 Now Saul and Jonathan his son and the 
troops with them were staying in Geba of 
Benjamin, while the Philistines camped at 
Michmash. 17 And raiders went out of the 
Philistine camp in three divisions. One 
headed toward Ophrah in the land of 
Shual, 18 another toward Beth-horon, and 
the third down the border road overlook­

1SA 13:14 [PROPHECY] Saul's kingdom would not last 
and God would choose a man after His own heart → 1SA 
16:13; ACTS 13:22 p.···
1SA 13:14 [HEART] God looked for a man after His own 
heart.
1SA 13:14 [QUOTED] Quoted in the New Testament → 
ACTS 13:22 p.···

ing the Valley of Zeboim facing the wilder­
ness.
19 And no blacksmith could be found in all 
the land of Israel, because the Philistines 
had said, “The Hebrews must not be al­
lowed to make swords or spears.” 20 In­
stead, all the Israelites would go down to 
the Philistines to sharpen their plow­
shares, mattocks, axes, and sickles. 21 The 
charge was a pim, about a quarter ounce 
of silver, for sharpening a plowshare or 
mattock, an eighth of an ounce for sharp­
ening a pitchfork or an axe, and an eighth 
of an ounce for repointing an oxgoad.

1SA 13:19 [NOTE] NO BLACKSMITHS. The Philistines 
kept iron working to themselves so Israel could not make 
weapons. Israel had to pay the Philistines even to 
sharpen a plow.
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22 So on the day of battle not a sword or 
spear could be found in the hands of the 
troops with Saul and Jonathan; only Saul 
and his son Jonathan had weapons.
23 And a garrison of the Philistines had 
gone out to the pass at Michmash.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

SAUL’S LOST KINGDOM
What Saul Did
1 SAMUEL 9:21 · 10:8 · 13:8 TO 14 · 15:9 TO 30

A GOOD START

Saul started humble. He said he was 
from the smallest tribe, 9:21, and he hid 
in the baggage when they picked him, 
10:22. The Spirit of God came on him, 
and he saved Jabesh Gilead, 11:6 to 11.
FIRST FAILURE: HE COULD NOT WAIT

Samuel told Saul to wait seven days at 
Gilgal until he came to offer the sacri­
fices, 10:8. The Philistines gathered, and 
Saul’s men started slipping away. On the 
seventh day Saul offered the burnt offer­
ing himself. Samuel arrived right as he 
finished, 13:8 to 10. Your kingdom will 
not endure, Samuel said, 13:14.
SECOND FAILURE: HALF OBEDIENCE

God told Saul to destroy Amalek com­
pletely. Saul spared King Agag and the 
best animals, then set up a monument 
for himself, 15:9 and 15:12. He said he 
had obeyed. Then he blamed the troops, 
15:15 and 15:21.
SAMUEL'S ANSWER

To obey is better than sacrifice. Rebel­
lion is like the sin of divination. Because 
you have rejected the word of Yahweh, 
He has rejected you as king, 15:22 to 23.
THE QUESTION

David later did worse things, adultery 
and murder, and kept his throne. Why 
did Saul lose his?

1SA 13:21 [FIELD NOTES] Nobody knew what a pim was 
until stone weights marked pim were dug up. See The 
Pim Weight Field Notes page.

Every View
1 SAMUEL 15:11 · 15:24 TO 30 · 15:29 · 2 SAMUEL 12:13 · 

PSALM 51 · GENESIS 49:10

VIEW 1: THE HEART

Saul made excuses and worried about 
what people thought. I was afraid of the 
troops, he said, 15:24, and then, honor 
me before the elders, 15:30. When David 
was caught, he said, I have sinned 
against Yahweh, 2 Samuel 12:13, and 
wrote Psalm 51. God looks at the heart, 
16:7.
VIEW 2: THE KING AND THE PROPHET

Some say Saul’s sin in chapter 13 was 
acting like a priest. Others point out that 
David and Solomon offered sacrifices 
too, so the real sin was disobeying the 
prophet’s direct command. Either way, 
Saul put himself above God’s word.
VIEW 3: GOD'S BIGGER PLAN

God had promised the scepter to Judah, 
Genesis 49:10, and Saul was from Ben­
jamin. Some say Saul’s family line was 
never going to last, and his sins showed 
why God’s choice was better.
GOD REGRETTED?

God said, I regret that I made Saul king, 
15:11, yet Samuel said God does not 
change His mind, 15:29. Most teachers 
say God truly grieves over sin, but His 
plans and His character never change. 
The Bible uses human words so we can 
understand God’s heart.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Partial obedience is still disobedience. 
Being sorry you got caught is not the 
same as turning back to God. And God 
was not done with Israel. He had a man 
after His own heart ready, 13:14.

14
CHAPTER 14 IN 30 SECONDS

Jonathan and his armor bearer climb a cliff and 
take on a whole Philistine outpost by themselves. 
God shakes the ground, and the Philistines panic. 
Then Saul makes a silly oath that nobody eats un­
til evening, Jonathan eats some honey without 
knowing it, and the army has to save Jonathan 
from his own father.

JONATHAN’S VICTORY OVER THE PHILISTINES

1 One day Jonathan son of Saul said to the 
young man bearing his armor, “Come, let 
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us cross over to the Philistine outpost on 
the other side.” But Jonathan did not tell 
his father.
2 Meanwhile, Saul was staying under the 
pomegranate tree in Migron on the out­
skirts of Gibeah. And the troops who were 
with him numbered about six hundred 
men, 3 including Ahijah, who was wearing 
an ephod. He was the son of Ichabod’s 
brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of 
Eli the priest of Yahweh in Shiloh. But the 
troops did not know that Jonathan had 
left.
4 Now there were cliffs on both sides of 
the pass that Jonathan intended to cross 
to reach the Philistine outpost. One was 
named Bozez and the other Seneh. 5 One 
cliff stood to the north toward Michmash, 
and the other to the south toward Geba.
6 Jonathan said to the young man bearing 
his armor, “Come, let us cross over to the 
outpost of these uncircumcised men. Per­
haps Yahweh will work on our behalf. 
Nothing can hinder Yahweh from saving, 
whether by many or by few.”
7 His armor-bearer replied, “Do all that is in 
your heart. Go ahead; I am with you heart 
and soul.”
8 “Very well,” said Jonathan, “we will cross 
over toward these men and show our­
selves to them. 9 If they say, ‘Wait until we 
come to you,’ then we will stay where we 
are and will not go up to them. 10 But if 
they say, ‘Come on up,’ then we will go 
up, because this will be our sign that Yah­
weh has delivered them into our hands.”
11 So the two of them showed themselves 
to the outpost of the Philistines, who ex­
claimed, “Look, the Hebrews are coming 
out of the holes in which they were hid­
ing!”
12 So the men of the outpost called out to 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come on 
up, and we will teach you a lesson!”

“Follow me,” Jonathan told his armor-
bearer, “for Yahweh has delivered them 
into the hand of Israel.”

1SA 14:6 [NOTE] Nothing can hinder Yahweh from sav­
ing, whether by many or by few. Jonathan's faith in one 
sentence.

13 So Jonathan climbed up on his hands 
and feet, with his armor-bearer behind 
him. And the Philistines fell before 
Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed 
and finished them off. 14 In that first as­
sault, Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
struck down about twenty men in about 
half an acre of land.
15 Then panic struck the Philistines in the 
camp, in the field, and among all the peo­
ple. Even those in the outposts and raid­
ing parties trembled. Indeed, the earth 
quaked, and panic spread from God.
16 Now when Saul’s watchmen at Gibeah in 
Benjamin looked and saw the troops melt­
ing away and scattering in every direction, 
17 Saul said to the troops who were with 
him, “Call the roll and see who has left 
us.”

And when they had called the roll, they 
saw that Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
were not there.
18 Then Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark 
of God.” (For at that time it was with the 
Israelites.) 19 While Saul was talking to the 
priest, the commotion in the Philistine 
camp continued to increase. So Saul said 
to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.”
20 Then Saul and all his troops assembled 
and marched to the battle, and they found 
the Philistines in total confusion, with 
each man wielding the sword against his 
neighbor. 21 And the Hebrews who had 
previously gone up into the surrounding 
camps to join the Philistines now went 
over to the Israelites who were with Saul 
and Jonathan. 22 When all the Israelites 
who had been hiding in the hill country of 
Ephraim heard that the Philistines were 
fleeing, they also joined the battle in close 
pursuit.
23 So Yahweh saved Israel that day, and 
the battle moved on beyond Beth-aven.
JONATHAN EATS THE HONEY

24 Now the men of Israel were in distress 
that day, for Saul had placed the troops 
under an oath, saying, “Cursed is the man 
who eats any food before evening, before 
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I have taken vengeance on my enemies.” 
So none of the troops tasted any food.
25 Then all the troops entered the forest, 
and there was honey on the ground. 26

And when they entered the forest and saw 
the flowing honey, not one of them put his 
hand to his mouth, because they feared 
the oath.
27 Jonathan, however, had not heard that 
his father had bound the people with the 
oath. So he reached out the end of the 
staff in his hand, dipped it into the honey­
comb, and put his hand to his mouth, and 
his eyes brightened. 28 Then one of the 
soldiers told him, “Your father bound the 
troops with a solemn oath, saying, 
‘Cursed is the man who eats food today.’ 
That is why the people are faint.”
29 “My father has brought trouble to the 
land,” Jonathan replied. “Just look at how 
my eyes have brightened because I tasted 
a little of this honey. 30 How much better it 
would have been if the troops had eaten 
freely today from the plunder they took 
from their enemies! Would not the slaugh­
ter of the Philistines have been much 
greater?”
31 That day, after the Israelites had struck 
down the Philistines from Michmash to Ai­
jalon, the people were very faint. 32 So 
they rushed greedily to the plunder, taking 
sheep, cattle, and calves. They slaugh­
tered them on the ground and ate meat 
with the blood still in it.
33 Then someone reported to Saul: “Look, 
the troops are sinning against Yahweh by 
eating meat with the blood still in it.”

“You have broken faith,” said Saul. “Roll a 
large stone over here at once.” 34 Then he 
said, “Go among the troops and tell them, 
‘Each man must bring me his ox or his 
sheep, slaughter them in this place, and 
then eat. Do not sin against Yahweh by 
eating meat with the blood still in it.’”

So that night everyone brought his ox and 
slaughtered it there. 35 Then Saul built an 
altar to Yahweh; it was the first time he 
had built an altar to Yahweh.

36 And Saul said, “Let us go down after the 
Philistines by night and plunder them until 
dawn, leaving no man alive!”

“Do what seems good to you,” the troops 
replied.

But the priest said, “We must consult God 
here.”
THE PEOPLE SAVE JONATHAN

37 So Saul inquired of God, “Shall I go 
down after the Philistines? Will You give 
them into the hand of Israel?”

But God did not answer him that day.
38 Therefore Saul said, “Come here, all you 
leaders of the troops, and let us investi­
gate how this sin has occurred today. 39

As surely as Yahweh who saves Israel 
lives, even if it is my son Jonathan, he 
must die!”

But not one of the troops said a word.
40 Then Saul said to all Israel, “You stand 
on one side, and I and my son Jonathan 
will stand on the other side.”

“Do what seems good to you,” the troops 
replied.
41 So Saul said to Yahweh, the God of Is­
rael, “Why have You not answered Your 
servant this day? If the fault is with me or 
my son Jonathan, respond with Urim, but 
if the fault is with the men of Israel, re­
spond with Thummim.” And Jonathan and 
Saul were selected, but the people were 
cleared of the charge.
42 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between 
me and my son Jonathan.” And Jonathan 
was selected.
43 “Tell me what you have done,” Saul 
commanded him.

So Jonathan told him, “I only tasted a little 
honey with the end of the staff that was in 
my hand. And now I must die?”
44 And Saul declared, “May God punish 
me, and ever so severely, if you, 
Jonathan, do not surely die!”
45 But the people said to Saul, “Must 
Jonathan die⁠—⁠he who accomplished such 
a great deliverance for Israel? Never! As 
surely as Yahweh lives, not a hair of his 
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head will fall to the ground, for with God’s 
help he has accomplished this today.”

So the people rescued Jonathan, and he 
did not die. 46 Then Saul gave up his pur­
suit of the Philistines, and the Philistines 
returned to their own land.
SAUL’S VICTORIES

47 After Saul had assumed the kingship 
over Israel, he fought against all his ene­
mies on every side⁠—⁠the Moabites, the 
Ammonites, the Edomites, the kings of 
Zobah, and the Philistines. Wherever he 
turned, he routed them. 48 He fought 
valiantly and defeated the Amalekites, de­
livering Israel from the hands of its plun­
derers.
49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, 
Ishvi, and Malchishua. His two daughters 
were named Merab (his firstborn) and 
Michal (his younger daughter). 50 His 
wife’s name was Ahinoam daughter of 
Ahimaaz. The name of the commander of 
his army was Abner, the son of Saul’s un­
cle Ner. 51 Saul’s father Kish and Abner’s 
father Ner were sons of Abiel.
52 And the war with the Philistines was 
fierce for all the days of Saul. So when­
ever he noticed any strong or brave man, 
Saul would enlist him.

15
CHAPTER 15 IN 30 SECONDS

God tells Saul to destroy the Amalekites com­
pletely. Saul spares King Agag and keeps the best 
animals, then builds a monument to himself. When 
Samuel shows up, Saul blames the troops. To 
obey is better than sacrifice, Samuel says. God 
has rejected Saul as king.

SAUL’S DISOBEDIENCE

1 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Yahweh sent 
me to anoint you king over His people Is­
rael. Now therefore, listen to the words of 
Yahweh. 2 This is what Yahweh of Hosts 
says: ‘I witnessed what the Amalekites did 
to the Israelites when they opposed them 
on their way up from Egypt. 3 Now go and 
attack the Amalekites and devote to de­
struction all that belongs to them. Do not 

1SA 15:1 [FULFILLS] God promised Amalek would be ut­
terly blotted out from under heaven ← EX 17:14 p.···

spare them, but put to death men and 
women, children and infants, oxen and 
sheep, camels and donkeys.’”
4 So Saul summoned the troops and num­
bered them at Telaim⁠—⁠200,000 foot sol­
diers and 10,000 men of Judah. 5 Saul 
came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait 
in the valley. 6 And he warned the Kenites, 
“Since you showed kindness to all the Is­
raelites when they came up out of Egypt, 
go on and get away from the Amalekites. 
Otherwise I will sweep you away with 
them.”

So the Kenites moved away from the 
Amalekites.
7 Then Saul struck down the Amalekites all 
the way from Havilah to Shur, which is 
east of Egypt. 8 He captured Agag king of 
Amalek alive, but devoted all the others to 
destruction with the sword.
9 Saul and his troops spared Agag, along 
with the best of the sheep and cattle, the 
fat calves and lambs, and the best of 
everything else. They were unwilling to 
devote them to destruction, but they de­
voted to destruction all that was despised 
and worthless.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

THE AMALEKITES
Who They Were
1 SAMUEL 15:1 TO 9 · EXODUS 17:8 TO 16 · DEUTERON­

OMY 25:17 TO 19 · GENESIS 36:12

WHO THEY WERE

The Amalekites came from Amalek, a 
grandson of Esau, Genesis 36:12. They 
were raiders who lived in the deserts 
south of Israel.
WHAT THEY DID

When Israel came out of Egypt, Amalek 
attacked them in the wilderness, Exodus 
17:8. They struck from behind, killing the 
tired and weak who lagged at the back, 
Deuteronomy 25:18. They kept raiding 

1SA 15:3 [NOTE] DEVOTE TO DESTRUCTION is the He­
brew word herem, the same command given against the 
Canaanites. See the Big Question pages The Amalekites.
1SA 15:7 [FULFILLS] Yahweh would war against Amalek 
from generation to generation ← EX 17:16 · MEDIUM p.···
1SA 15:7 [FULFILLS] Amalek's end would be destruction 
← NUM 24:20 · MEDIUM p.···
1SA 15:8 [FULFILLS] Israel's king would be greater than 
Agag ← NUM 24:7 p.···
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Israel for centuries, Judges 6:3 and 1 
Samuel 30:1 to 2.
GOD'S WORD ABOUT THEM

God swore to blot out the memory of 
Amalek and to be at war with Amalek 
from generation to generation, Exodus 
17:14 to 16. Hundreds of years later, He 
told Saul to do it.
THE COMMAND

Devote to destruction all that belongs to 
them, men and women, children and in­
fants, oxen and sheep, 15:3. The Hebrew 
word is herem: everything given over to 
God, with nothing kept for loot. Saul first 
warned the Kenites to leave, because 
they had been kind to Israel, 15:6.
THE QUESTION

How could a good God command the 
death of children? This is one of the 
hardest questions in the Bible, and 
Christians have wrestled with it for cen­
turies.

Every View
GENESIS 15:16 · EZEKIEL 18:23 · 1 SAMUEL 27:8 · 30:1 · 

ESTHER 3:1 · MATTHEW 5:44

VIEW 1: GOD'S JUST JUDGMENT

This is the traditional view. God is the 
Judge of all the earth and the giver of 
life. He waited hundreds of years while 
Amalek kept killing, just as He waited for 
the Amorites, Genesis 15:16. The com­
mand was a judgment on a nation, not a 
hatred of people. God takes no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, Ezekiel 18:23.
VIEW 2: WAR LANGUAGE

Many Christian scholars point out that 
ancient war reports used total words, 
like destroy them all, to mean win com­
pletely. Amalekites are still around in 
27:8 and 30:1, and four hundred of them 
escape from David on camels, 30:17. 
They say the command was real, but the 
words may not mean every last person.
VIEW 3: THE CHILDREN

Many Christians believe children who 
die go to be with God. Some say God 
took them before they grew up in a na­
tion that lived to kill. Others admit hon­
estly that this is still hard, and they trust 
God’s goodness where they cannot see 
the whole picture.

VIEW 4: A MISTAKEN COMMAND

Some modern scholars think Israel be­
lieved God wanted this, but did not un­
derstand Him rightly. Most Christians 
and Jews reject this view, because the 
text says plainly that God commanded it.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

No one today is told to do this to any 
people. Jesus said, Love your enemies, 
Matthew 5:44. And the chapter’s main 
lesson is about Saul: To obey is better 
than sacrifice, 15:22.

SAMUEL DENOUNCES SAUL

10 Then the word of Yahweh came to 
Samuel, saying, 11 “I regret that I have 
made Saul king, for he has turned away 
from following Me and has not carried out 
My instructions.”

And Samuel was distressed and cried out 
to Yahweh all that night.
12 Early in the morning Samuel got up to 
confront Saul, but he was told, “Saul has 
gone to Carmel, and behold, he has set up 
a monument for himself and has turned 
and gone down to Gilgal.”
13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said to 
him, “May Yahweh bless you. I have car­
ried out Yahweh’s instructions.”
14 But Samuel replied, “Then what is this 
bleating of sheep and lowing of cattle that 
I hear?”
15 Saul answered, “The troops brought 
them from the Amalekites; they spared 
the best sheep and cattle to sacrifice to 
Yahweh your God, but the rest we de­
voted to destruction.”
16 “Stop!” exclaimed Samuel. “Let me tell 
you what Yahweh said to me last night.”

“Tell me,” Saul replied.
17 And Samuel said, “Although you were 
once small in your own eyes, have you not 
become the head of the tribes of Israel? 
Yahweh anointed you king over Israel 18

and sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go 
and devote to destruction the sinful 
Amalekites. Fight against them until you 
have wiped them out.’ 19 So why did you 
not obey Yahweh? Why did you rush upon 
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the plunder and do evil in the sight of 
Yahweh?”
20 “But I did obey Yahweh,” Saul replied. “I 
went on the mission that Yahweh gave 
me. I brought back Agag king of Amalek 
and devoted the Amalekites to destruc­
tion. 21 The troops took sheep and cattle 
from the plunder, the best of the things 
devoted to destruction, in order to sacri­
fice them to Yahweh your God at Gilgal.”
22 But Samuel declared:

“Does Yahweh delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices

as much as in obedience to His voice?
Behold, obedience is better than sacrifice,

and attentiveness is better than the fat 
of rams.

23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and arrogance is like the wickedness of 

idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of 

Yahweh,
He has rejected you as king.”

SAUL’S CONFESSION

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have 
sinned; I have transgressed Yahweh’s 
commandment and your instructions, be­
cause I feared the people and obeyed 
their voice. 25 Now therefore, please for­
give my sin and return with me so I can 
worship Yahweh.”
26 “I will not return with you,” Samuel 
replied. “For you have rejected the word 
of Yahweh, and He has rejected you as 
king over Israel.”
27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul grabbed 
the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 So 
Samuel said to him, “Yahweh has torn the 
kingdom of Israel from you today and has 
given it to your neighbor who is better 
than you. 29 Moreover, the Glory of Israel 
does not lie or change His mind, for He is 

1SA 15:22 [NOTABLE] Saul tried to cover disobedience 
with a big offering. God wants a heart that listens more 
than a show of religion. Jesus made the same point in 
Matthew 9:13.
1SA 15:23 [DEMONIC] Rebellion is like the sin of divina­
tion
1SA 15:28 [PROPHECY] Samuel told Saul his kingdom 
would be torn from him and given to a better neighbor → 
1SA 16:13; 2SA 5:3 p.···

not a man, that He should change His 
mind.”
30 “I have sinned,” Saul replied. “Please 
honor me now before the elders of my 
people and before Israel. Come back with 
me, so that I may worship Yahweh your 
God.”
31 So Samuel went back with Saul, and 
Saul worshiped Yahweh.
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king 
of the Amalekites.”

Agag came to him cheerfully, for he 
thought, “Surely the bitterness of death is 
past.”
33 But Samuel declared:

“As your sword has made women child­
less,

so your mother will be childless among 
women.”

And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces be­
fore Yahweh at Gilgal.
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, but Saul 
went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35

And to the day of his death, Samuel never 
again visited Saul. Samuel mourned for 
Saul, and Yahweh regretted that He had 
made Saul king over Israel.

16
CHAPTER 16 IN 30 SECONDS

God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a new 
king from Jesse's sons. Tall, good looking Eliab 
seems like the one, but God says, I look at the 
heart. The youngest, David, is out with the sheep. 
He gets the oil. Meanwhile, a troubling spirit tor­
ments Saul, and they hire a harp player. It is 
David.

SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID

1 Now Yahweh said to Samuel, “How long 
are you going to mourn for Saul, since I 
have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill 
your horn with oil and go. I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have se­
lected from his sons a king for Myself.”
2 “How can I go?” Samuel asked. “Saul will 
hear of it and kill me!”

1SA 15:29 [NOTE] HE DOES NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, yet 
in 15:11 and 15:35 He regretted making Saul king. See the 
Big Question pages Saul's Lost Kingdom.
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Yahweh answered, “Take a heifer with you 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to Yah­
weh.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you are to do. 
You are to anoint for Me the one I indi­
cate.”
4 So Samuel did what Yahweh had said 
and went to Bethlehem. When the elders 
of the town met him, they trembled and 
asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5 “In peace,” he replied. “I have come to 
sacrifice to Yahweh. Consecrate your­
selves and come with me to the sacrifice.”

Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When 
they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and said, 
“Surely here before Yahweh is His 
anointed.”
7 But Yahweh said to Samuel, “Do not con­
sider his appearance or height, for I have 
rejected him; Yahweh does not see as 
man does. For man sees the outward ap­
pearance, but Yahweh sees the heart.”
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and pre­
sented him to Samuel, who said, “Yahweh 
has not chosen this one either.”
9 Next Jesse presented Shammah, but 
Samuel said, “Yahweh has not chosen this 
one either.”
10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, but Samuel told him, 
“Yahweh has not chosen any of these.”
11 And Samuel asked him, “Are these all the 
sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
replied, “but he is tending the sheep.”

“Send for him,” Samuel replied. “For we 
will not sit down to eat until he arrives.”
12 So Jesse sent for his youngest son and 
brought him in. He was ruddy, with beau­
tiful eyes and a handsome appearance. 
And Yahweh said, “Rise and anoint him, 
for he is the one.”

1SA 16:7 [HEART] God does not judge by looks. He looks 
at the heart.
1SA 16:11 [NOTE] PSALM 151, the last psalm in this Bible, 
is in David's voice and retells this day: the youngest son, 
keeping his father's sheep, anointed with oil. It is in the 
Greek Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls, but not in the He­
brew Bible. See Psalm 151, p.···.

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his broth­
ers, and the Spirit of Yahweh rushed upon 
David from that day forward. Then Samuel 
set out and went to Ramah.
DAVID SERVES SAUL

14 Now the Spirit of Yahweh departed from 
Saul, and an evil spirit from Yahweh be­
gan to torment him. 15 Saul’s servants said 
to him, “Surely an evil spirit from God is 
tormenting you. 16 Let our lord command 
your servants here to seek out someone 
who can skillfully play the harp. Whenever 
the evil spirit from God is upon you, he is 
to play it, and you will be well.”
17 And Saul commanded his servants, 
“Find me someone who plays well, and 
bring him to me.”
18 One of the servants answered, “I have 
seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who 
knows how to play the harp. He is a 
mighty man of valor, a warrior, eloquent 
and handsome, and Yahweh is with him.”
19 So Saul sent messengers to Jesse and 
said, “Send me your son David, who is 
with the sheep.”
20 And Jesse took a donkey loaded with 
bread, a skin of wine, and one young goat 
and sent them to Saul with his son David. 
21 When David came to Saul and entered 
his service, Saul loved him very much, 
and David became his armor-bearer.
22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, 
“Let David remain in my service, for I am 
pleased with him.” 23 And whenever the 
spirit from God came upon Saul, David 
would pick up his harp and play. Then 

1SA 16:13 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to 
this → HEB 11:32 p.···
1SA 16:13 [NOTABLE] The anointing that transfers the 
kingdom from Saul to David; oil and Spirit connected
1SA 16:13 [FULFILLS] Saul's kingdom would not last and 
God would choose a man after His own heart ← 1SA 
13:14 p.···
1SA 16:13 [FULFILLS] Samuel told Saul his kingdom 
would be torn from him and given to a better neighbor ← 
1SA 15:28 p.···
1SA 16:13 [NOTE] The oil and the Spirit come together. 
David is anointed in secret, but he will wait many years to 
be king.
1SA 16:14 [DEMONIC] An evil spirit from Yahweh troubled 
Saul; David's harp soothed him
1SA 16:14 [NOTE] AN EVIL SPIRIT. The Hebrew is ruach 
raah, like the King James. Some Bibles say a spirit of dis­
tress. See the Big Question pages The Evil Spirit from 
Yahweh.
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Saul would find relief and feel better, and 
the evil spirit would depart from him.

17
CHAPTER 17 IN 30 SECONDS

Goliath of Gath, a giant in bronze armor, dares Is­
rael to send out one man to fight him. For forty 
days nobody goes. Then a shepherd boy deliver­
ing cheese and bread to his brothers says, Who is 
this Philistine? David turns down Saul's armor, 
picks up five smooth stones, and ends it with one.

GOLIATH’S CHALLENGE

1 Now the Philistines gathered their forces 
for war at Socoh in Judah, and they 
camped between Socoh and Azekah in 
Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul and the men of Is­
rael assembled and camped in the Valley 
of Elah, arraying themselves for battle 
against the Philistines.
3 The Philistines stood on one hill and the 
Israelites stood on another, with the valley 
between them.
4 Then a champion named Goliath, who 
was from Gath, came out from the Philis­
tine camp. He was nine feet nine inches 
tall, 5 and he had a bronze helmet on his 
head. He wore a bronze coat of mail 
weighing 125 pounds, 6 and he had armor 
of bronze on his legs and a javelin of 
bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The 
shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s 
beam, and its iron point weighed fifteen 
pounds. In addition, his shield bearer went 
before him.

1SA 17:1 [ARCHAEOLOGY] Khirbet Qeiyafa → FIELD 
NOTES p.29
1SA 17:1 [NOTE] SOCOH AND AZEKAH are real places in 
the Valley of Elah, about fifteen miles west of Bethlehem. 
The valley still has the same name.
1SA 17:4 [DEMONIC] Goliath of Gath, about nine feet nine 
inches tall, with a spear point weighing fifteen pounds
1SA 17:4 [TEXT] HOW TALL? The standard Hebrew text 
says about nine feet nine inches. The oldest copy of this 
verse, a Dead Sea Scroll called 4QSam a, plus the Greek 
and Josephus, say about six feet nine inches. See the 
Big Question pages David and Goliath.
1SA 17:4 [FIELD NOTES] Goliath came from Gath, a 
Philistine city that has been found and dug. See the Gath 
Field Notes page.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

THE EVIL SPIRIT FROM 
YAHWEH
What the Bible Says
1 SAMUEL 16:14 TO 23 · 18:10 TO 11 · 19:9 TO 10 · JUDGES 

9:23 · 1 KINGS 22:19 TO 23

THE VERSE

The Spirit of Yahweh left Saul, and an 
evil spirit from Yahweh began to torment 
him, 16:14. The Hebrew says ruach raah, 
an evil spirit, like the King James. Some 
Bibles say a spirit of distress.
WHAT IT DID

It terrified Saul. When David played the 
harp, Saul felt better and the spirit left, 
16:23. Later it came on Saul and he 
raved in his house and threw a spear at 
David, 18:10 to 11 and 19:9 to 10.
THE SAME WORDS ELSEWHERE

God sent an evil spirit between Abim­
elech and the men of Shechem, and 
they turned on each other, Judges 9:23. 
In 1 Kings 22:19 to 23 a lying spirit goes 
out from God’s throne to fool wicked 
King Ahab.
WHAT THE WORD EVIL MEANS

The Hebrew word ra can mean morally 
wicked, but it can also mean harmful, 
painful or trouble. The same word is 
used of a bad fig, Jeremiah 24:2, and of 
trouble God sends as judgment, Isaiah 
45:7.
THE QUESTION

How can a spirit that torments someone 
come from God? And was it a demon, a 
judgment, or an illness?

Every View
JOB 1:6 TO 12 · 2 CORINTHIANS 12:7 · PSALM 51:11 · EPH­

ESIANS 4:30

VIEW 1: A REAL DEMON GOD ALLOWED

Many Jewish and Christian readers 
through history say it was an evil spirit, a 
demon, that God allowed to trouble Saul, 
like Satan with Job, Job 1 and 2. Jose­
phus said demons troubled Saul. From 
Yahweh means God was still in charge, 
not that God is evil.
VIEW 2: A SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT

Some say it was a harmful spirit God 
sent as judgment, not one of Satan’s 
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KHIRBET QEIYAFA
1 SAMUEL 17:1 TO 3 · 17:52 · JOSHUA 15:35 TO 36

Stone walls at Khirbet Qeiyafa, with the farms of the Elah Valley below. Photo Davidbena, CC0.

WHAT IT IS

A small town on a hilltop above the Valley 
of Elah, surrounded by a strong stone 
wall. It covers almost six acres. It has two 
gates, which is very unusual for a town 
that small.
HOW OLD IT IS

Burned olive pits found there were tested 
by radiocarbon. They date the town to 
about 1020 to 980 BC, the days of Saul 
and David. It was only lived in for a short 
time.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Yosef Garfinkel and Saar Ganor dug it 
from 2007 to 2013. It sits on the hills 
above the valley near Socoh and Azekah, 
where the two armies faced each other, 
17:1 to 3.
WHAT THEY FOUND

A city wall built of huge stones, houses 
built into the wall, two gates, and a piece 
of pottery with five lines of ink writing, 
one of the oldest long writings ever found 
in the land. They found no pig bones, 
which many see as a sign that the people 
kept Israel’s food laws.

TWO GATES

Shaaraim means two gates. 1 Samuel 
17:52 says the Philistines ran along the 
Shaaraim road, and Joshua 15:36 lists 
Shaaraim in this area. The diggers think 
this town is Shaaraim.
THE BIG DEBATE

Garfinkel thinks it was a town of Judah in 
David’s day. Other scholars think it be­
longed to Saul’s kingdom, to the 
Philistines, or to Canaanites. The writing 
on the pottery is also debated.
THE WRITING ON THE POT

The pottery piece has five lines of faded 
ink in an early alphabet. Some read words 
like judge, slave, widow and king. Others 
say too little can be read to be sure.
A PLANNED TOWN

The wall is a double wall with rooms in­
side it, and the houses use those rooms 
as back rooms. The diggers say later 
towns of Judah used the same plan.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

Nothing found there names David or Go­
liath. It shows that a strong, organized 
town stood above this valley in the time 
the Bible gives for this battle.
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demons. Saul turned away from God, 
and God let trouble fill the empty place.
VIEW 3: DEEP DISTRESS

Many modern readers think Saul suf­
fered something like dark depression or 
rage, and the Bible describes it in spiri­
tual words. Some Bibles say spirit of dis­
tress or harmful spirit. Most who hold 
this view still see God’s hand in it.
WHAT EACH SIDE ANSWERS

The first side says the text calls it a 
spirit, it came and went, and it moved 
Saul to murder. The other sides say the 
Bible often speaks of God sending what 
He allows, and the point is Saul’s broken 
relationship with God, not the kind of 
spirit.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Saul’s trouble started when he turned 
from God. God is in control even of the 
dark things. And music played by a man 
of faith brought relief, 16:23. David later 
prayed, Do not take Your Holy Spirit 
from me, Psalm 51:11.

8 And Goliath stood and shouted to the 
ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out 
and array yourselves for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not servants of 
Saul? Choose one of your men and have 
him come down against me. 9 If he is able 
to fight me and kill me, then we will be 
your servants. But if I prevail against him 
and kill him, then you shall be our ser­
vants and work for us.”
10 Then the Philistine said, “I defy the 
ranks of Israel this day! Give me a man to 
fight!”
11 On hearing the words of the Philistine, 
Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed 
and greatly afraid.
DAVID ACCEPTS THE CHALLENGE

12 Now David was the son of a man named 
Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem of 
Judah who had eight sons. And in the 
days of Saul, Jesse was old and well 
along in years. 13 The three older sons of 
Jesse had followed Saul into battle: The 

1SA 17:12 [TEXT] THE SHORTER GREEK STORY. The old­
est Greek copies leave out 17:12 to 31, 17:41, 17:50, 17:55 
to 18:5 and a few more verses, more than a third of chap­
ters 17 and 18. See the Big Question pages David and Go­
liath.

firstborn was Eliab, the second was Abi­
nadab, and the third was Shammah. 14 And 
David was the youngest.

The three oldest had followed Saul, 15 but 
David went back and forth from Saul to 
tend his father’s sheep in Bethlehem.
16 For forty days the Philistine came for­
ward every morning and evening to take 
his stand.
17 One day Jesse said to his son David, 
“Take this half bushel of roasted grain and 
these ten loaves of bread for your broth­
ers and hurry to their camp. 18 Take also 
these ten portions of cheese to the com­
mander of their unit. Check on the welfare 
of your brothers and bring back an assur­
ance from them. 19 They are with Saul and 
all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, 
fighting against the Philistines.”
20 So David got up early in the morning, 
left the flock with a keeper, loaded up, 
and set out as Jesse had instructed him. 
He reached the camp as the army was 
marching out to its position and shouting 
the battle cry. 21 And Israel and the 
Philistines arrayed in formation against 
each other.
22 Then David left his supplies in the care 
of the quartermaster and ran to the battle 
line. When he arrived, he asked his broth­
ers how they were doing. 23 And as he was 
speaking with them, suddenly the cham­
pion named Goliath, the Philistine from 
Gath, came forward from the ranks of the 
Philistines and shouted his usual words, 
which David also heard.

30 THE OWNER’S MANUAL / 1 SAMUEL / 17:8–17:23



DEBATED  FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFI­

DENCE: HIGH FOR GATH, DEBATED FOR THE NAMES

GATH
1 SAMUEL 17:4 · 21:10 · 27:2 · JOSHUA 11:22 · 2 KINGS 

12:17

Stone walls dug up on Tell es Safi, Philistine Gath. The 
wooden post is a modern marker. Photo Ori , Attribution li­
cense.

WHAT IT IS

Tell es Safi, a big hill of ruins between 
Jerusalem and the coast. Most scholars 
agree it is Gath, one of the five Philistine 
cities and Goliath’s hometown, 17:4.
HOW OLD IT IS

People lived there for thousands of 
years. In the 900s BC, around the time 
of David and Solomon, Gath was one of 
the largest cities in the land.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

Aren Maeir of Bar Ilan University led 
digs there every summer from 1996 for 
more than twenty years.
WHAT THEY FOUND

Philistine pottery, a temple, a city gate, 
an altar with two horns, and a deep 
trench dug all the way around the city 
by an army. Many link the trench to 
Hazael king of Aram, who took Gath 
about 830 BC, 2 Kings 12:17.
THE GOLIATH SHARD

In 2005 they found a piece of pottery 
from about 950 BC with two names 
scratched on it, Alwat and Walat. They 
are not Goliath, but they are the same 
kind of non Hebrew name. Some schol­
ars think the readings or the link are un­
certain.
DAVID IN GATH

David ran to Gath and pretended to be 
crazy, 21:10 to 15. Later King Achish of 
Gath gave him Ziklag, 27:6.

WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

Nothing found there names Goliath. It 
shows that Gath was a real Philistine 
city, big and strong in Bible times.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

DAVID AND GOLIATH
How Big Was He?
1 SAMUEL 17:4 TO 11 · 17:40 TO 51 · JOSHUA 11:22 · 

JUDGES 20:16

TWO HEIGHTS

The standard Hebrew text says about 
nine feet nine inches, 17:4. The oldest 
copy of this verse, the Dead Sea Scroll 
4QSam a, says about six feet nine 
inches. The old Greek Bible and Jose­
phus agree with the scroll.
STILL A GIANT

Most men then stood a little over five 
feet tall. At six feet nine inches, Goliath 
would still tower over an army. His 
bronze armor weighed about 125 
pounds, and his spear point weighed 
about fifteen pounds, 17:5 and 17:7.
WHERE HE CAME FROM

Joshua 11:22 says some of the Anakim, 
the giant clans, were left in Gath, Gaza 
and Ashdod. Goliath was from Gath.
ONE ON ONE

Sending out one champion to fight for a 
whole army was a real custom in the an­
cient world. An Egyptian story, the Tale 
of Sinuhe, tells of a hero who fights a 
mighty champion for his tribe and wins.
THE SLING

A sling is not a toy. Armies had trained 
slingers, and Judges 20:16 says 700 
men of Benjamin could sling a stone at a 
hair and not miss. David was not lucky. 
He was skilled, and he trusted God.

THE OWNER’S MANUAL / 1 SAMUEL 31



THE HEART BLOODLINE OF CHRIST

Two Puzzles
1 SAMUEL 16:21 TO 23 · 17:55 TO 58 · 2 SAMUEL 21:19 · 1 

CHRONICLES 20:5

PUZZLE 1: WHOSE SON IS THIS?

David already played the harp for Saul, 
16:21 to 23, yet after the fight Saul asks, 
Whose son is this young man? 17:55. 
Some say Saul knew David but asked 
about his family, since he had promised 
his daughter to the winner, 17:25. Others 
say time had passed, or Saul’s illness 
clouded his mind.
THE SHORTER GREEK STORY

The oldest Greek copies leave out more 
than a third of chapters 17 and 18, in­
cluding 17:12 to 31 and 17:55 to 18:5, the 
parts that make the puzzle. Some schol­
ars think the Greek translator cut verses 
to fix it. Others think the Hebrew joined 
two old tellings of the story.
PUZZLE 2: WHO KILLED GOLIATH?

In the Hebrew, 2 Samuel 21:19 says El­
hanan of Bethlehem killed Goliath the 
Gittite. This Bible adds the brother of, 
like the King James, from 1 Chronicles 
20:5. 1 Chronicles 20:5 says Elhanan 
killed Lahmi, the brother of Goliath. Most 
conservative scholars say a copyist 
slipped in 2 Samuel and Chronicles kept 
the right reading. Old Jewish teachers 
said Elhanan was another name for 
David. Some critical scholars think a 
later hero’s story was told about David.
WHAT EACH SIDE ANSWERS

Some say the Hebrew is the first form, 
the puzzles have good answers, and the 
Greek shortened it. Others say the He­
brew joined two old tellings. Both sides 
agree the copies we have are very old 
and the story is the same.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

The point of the story is 17:45 to 47. You 
come against me with sword and spear, 
but I come against you in the name of 
Yahweh of Hosts. The battle is 
Yahweh’s.

24 When all the men of Israel saw Goliath, 
they fled from him in great fear.
25 Now the men of Israel had been saying, 
“Do you see how this man keeps coming 
out to defy Israel? To the man who kills 
him the king will give great riches. And he 

will give him his daughter in marriage and 
exempt his father’s house from taxation in 
Israel.”
26 David asked the men who were stand­
ing with him, “What will be done for the 
man who kills this Philistine and removes 
this disgrace from Israel? Just who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should 
defy the armies of the living God?”
27 The people told him about the offer, 
saying, “That is what will be done for the 
man who kills him.”
28 Now when David’s oldest brother Eliab 
heard him speaking to the men, his anger 
burned against David. “Why have you 
come down here?” he asked. “And with 
whom did you leave those few sheep in 
the wilderness? I know your pride and 
wickedness of heart⁠—⁠you have come 
down to see the battle!”
29 “What have I done now?” said David. 
“Was it not just a question?” 30 Then he 
turned from him toward another and 
asked about the offer, and those people 
answered him just as the first ones had 
answered.
31 Now David’s words were overheard and 
reported to Saul, who sent for him.
32 And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s 
heart fail on account of this Philistine. 
Your servant will go and fight him!”
33 But Saul replied, “You cannot go out 
against this Philistine to fight him. You are 
just a boy, and he has been a warrior from 
his youth.”
34 David replied, “Your servant has been 
tending his father’s sheep, and whenever 
a lion or a bear came and carried off a 
lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it, 
struck it down, and delivered the lamb 
from its mouth. If it reared up against me, I 
would grab it by its fur, strike it down, and 
kill it. 36 Your servant has killed lions and 
bears; this uncircumcised Philistine will be 
like one of them, for he has defied the 
armies of the living God.”

1SA 17:28 [HEART] Eliab said he knew the wickedness of 
David's heart. He judged his little brother's heart and got 
it wrong.
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37 David added, “Yahweh, who delivered 
me from the claws of the lion and the 
bear, will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine.”

“Go,” said Saul, “and may Yahweh be with 
you.”
DAVID SLAYS GOLIATH

38 Then Saul clothed David in his own tu­
nic, put a bronze helmet on his head, and 
dressed him in armor. 39 David strapped 
his sword over the tunic and tried to walk, 
but he was not accustomed to them.

“I cannot walk in these,” David said to 
Saul. “I am not accustomed to them.” So 
David took them off. 40 And David took his 
staff in his hand, selected five smooth 
stones from the brook, and put them in 
the pouch of his shepherd’s bag. And with 
his sling in hand, he approached the 
Philistine.
41 Now the Philistine came closer and 
closer to David, with his shield-bearer be­
fore him. 42 When the Philistine looked and 
saw David, he despised him because he 
was just a boy, ruddy and handsome. 43

“Am I a dog,” he said to David, “that you 
come at me with sticks?” And the Philis­
tine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come 
here,” he called to David, “and I will give 
your flesh to the birds of the air and the 
beasts of the field!”
45 But David said to the Philistine, “You 
come against me with sword and spear 
and javelin, but I come against you in the 
name of Yahweh of Hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 This day Yahweh will deliver you into my 
hand. This day I will strike you down, cut 
off your head, and give the carcasses of 
the Philistine army to the birds of the air 
and the creatures of the earth. Then the 
whole world will know that there is a God 
in Israel. 47 And all those assembled here 
will know that it is not by sword or spear 
that Yahweh saves; for the battle is 

1SA 17:40 [NOTE] THE SLING was a real weapon. Armies 
had trained slingers who could hit a target from far away, 
Judges 20:16. Psalm 151 also retells this fight, p.···.
1SA 17:43 [DEMONIC] Goliath curses David by his gods
1SA 17:45 [NOTABLE] David's speech to Goliath. The 
fight is not about size or weapons but about whose name 
you come in. The battle is Yahweh's.

Yahweh’s, and He will give all of you into 
our hands.”
48 As the Philistine started forward to at­
tack him, David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet him. 49 Then David 
reached into his bag, took out a stone, 
and slung it, striking the Philistine on the 
forehead. The stone sank into his fore­
head, and he fell facedown on the ground.
50 Thus David prevailed over the Philistine 
with a sling and a stone; without a sword 
in his hand he struck down the Philistine 
and killed him. 51 David ran and stood over 
him. He grabbed the Philistine’s sword 
and pulled it from its sheath and killed 
him, and he cut off his head with the 
sword.

When the Philistines saw that their hero 
was dead, they turned and ran. 52 Then 
the men of Israel and Judah charged for­
ward with a shout and pursued the 
Philistines to the entrance of Gath and to 
the gates of Ekron. And the bodies of the 
Philistines were strewn along the 
Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron.
53 When the Israelites returned from their 
pursuit of the Philistines, they plundered 
their camps. 54 David took the head of the 
Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, and 
he put Goliath’s weapons in his own tent.
55 As Saul had watched David going out to 
confront the Philistine, he said to Abner 
the commander of the army, “Abner, 
whose son is this young man?”

“As surely as you live, O king,” Abner 
replied, “I do not know.”
56 “Find out whose son this young man is!” 
said the king.
57 So when David returned from killing the 
Philistine, still holding his head in his 
hand, Abner took him and brought him 
before Saul.
58 “Whose son are you, young man?” 
asked Saul.

1SA 17:48 [DEMONIC] David kills Goliath with a sling and 
a stone
1SA 17:52 [NOTE] SHAARAIM means two gates. Khirbet 
Qeiyafa, the walled town above the valley, has two gates, 
and its diggers think it is Shaaraim.
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“I am the son of your servant Jesse of 
Bethlehem,” David replied.

18
CHAPTER 18 IN 30 SECONDS

Jonathan, Saul's son, loves David like his own 
soul and gives him his robe and his sword. The 
women sing, Saul has killed his thousands, and 
David his tens of thousands. Saul does not love 
this song. He throws a spear at David twice and 
makes him a deal: marry my daughter for a hun­
dred dead Philistines.

JONATHAN BEFRIENDS DAVID

1 After David had finished speaking with 
Saul, the souls of Jonathan and David 
were knit together, and Jonathan loved 
him as himself. 2 And from that day Saul 
kept David with him and did not let him re­
turn to his father’s house.
3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with 
David because he loved him as himself. 4

And Jonathan removed the robe he was 
wearing and gave it to David, along with 
his tunic, his sword, his bow, and his belt.
SAUL ENVIES DAVID

5 So David marched out and prospered in 
everything Saul sent him to do, and Saul 
set him over the men of war. And this was 
pleasing in the sight of all the people, and 
of Saul’s officers as well.
6 As the troops were returning home after 
David had killed the Philistine, the women 
came out of all the cities of Israel to meet 
King Saul with singing and dancing, with 
joyful songs, and with tambourines and 
other instruments. 7 And as the women 
danced, they sang out:

“Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands.”

8 And Saul was furious and resented this 
song. “They have ascribed tens of thou­
sands to David,” he said, “but only thou­
sands to me. What more can he have but 
the kingdom?” 9 And from that day for­
ward Saul kept a jealous eye on David.

1SA 18:1 [NOTE] KNIT TOGETHER. See the Big Question 
pages David and Jonathan.
1SA 18:7 [NOTE] Thousands and tens of thousands was 
a common way to praise in a song. Saul heard it as an in­
sult.

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

DAVID AND JONATHAN
A Covenant Friendship
1 SAMUEL 18:1 TO 4 · 20:14 TO 17 · 20:41 TO 42 · 23:16 

TO 18 · 2 SAMUEL 1:26 · 9:1 TO 7

KNIT TOGETHER

After David beat Goliath, the souls of 
Jonathan and David were knit together, 
and Jonathan loved him as himself, 18:1. 
They made a covenant, a sworn 
promise, 18:3.
THE ROBE AND THE SWORD

Jonathan gave David his robe, tunic, 
sword, bow and belt, 18:4. Jonathan was 
the king’s son and next in line for the 
throne. Many see this as Jonathan hand­
ing David the things of a prince, as if to 
say, You should be king, not me.
A FRIEND WHO RISKED HIS LIFE

Jonathan warned David when Saul 
wanted him dead, 19:2, and his father 
threw a spear at him for it, 20:33. Later 
he found David in the wilderness and 
said, You will be king over Israel, and I 
will be second to you, 23:17.
A PROMISE FOR THEIR CHILDREN

They swore to be kind to each other’s 
families forever, 20:14 to 17 and 20:42. 
Years later David kept that promise and 
gave Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth a 
seat at his table, 2 Samuel 9:7.
THE GOODBYE

They kissed each other and wept, and 
David wept the most, 20:41. When 
Jonathan died, David sang, Your love to 
me was more wonderful than the love of 
women, 2 Samuel 1:26.
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Every View
GENESIS 33:4 · 45:14 TO 15 · 1 KINGS 5:1 · PROVERBS 

18:24 · JOHN 15:13

VIEW 1: A COVENANT FRIENDSHIP

This is how Jewish and Christian read­
ers have understood it for many cen­
turies. Love in Bible covenants often 
means loyalty. The Hebrew of 1 Kings 5:1 
says King Hiram loved David, where this 
Bible says friend. Men in the ancient 
world kissed and wept openly, like Ja­
cob and Esau, Genesis 33:4, and Joseph 
and his brothers, Genesis 45:14 to 15. 
Both men married and had children. An 
old Jewish teaching in the Mishnah calls 
their love the kind that never ends be­
cause it did not depend on getting 
something.
VIEW 2: SOMETHING MORE

Some modern writers read the story as a 
romance between two men, pointing to 
the strong words of love, the kiss and 
David’s line about the love of women.
WHAT EACH SIDE ANSWERS

Traditional readers answer that the 
covenant words, the politics of the 
throne and both men’s marriages point 
to friendship. The other side says love 
language between men can mean more 
than loyalty.
MORE THAN THE LOVE OF WOMEN

David had just lost his best friend in bat­
tle. Many readers take this line to mean 
that Jonathan’s loyalty was greater than 
anything David found in his marriages, 
which were often about politics.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Jonathan should have been king, and he 
gave it up gladly for the one God chose. 
He risked his life for his friend. There is 
a friend who sticks closer than a brother, 
Proverbs 18:24. Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends, John 15:13.

10 The next day an evil spirit sent from God 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in­
side the house while David played the 
harp as usual. Now Saul was holding a 
spear, 11 and he hurled it, thinking, “I will 
pin David to the wall.” But David eluded 
him twice.

1SA 18:10 [DEMONIC] Evil spirit returned to Saul as he 
attempted to kill David

12 So Saul was afraid of David, because 
Yahweh was with David but had departed 
from Saul. 13 Therefore Saul sent David 
away and gave him command of a thou­
sand men. David led the troops out to bat­
tle and back, 14 and he continued to pros­
per in all his ways, because Yahweh was 
with him.
15 When Saul saw that David was very 
successful, he was afraid of him. 16 But all 
Israel and Judah loved David, because he 
was leading them out to battle and back.
DAVID MARRIES MICHAL

17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my 
older daughter Merab. I will give her to 
you in marriage. Only be valiant for me 
and fight Yahweh’s battles.” But Saul was 
thinking, “I need not raise my hand 
against him; let the hand of the Philistines 
be against him.”
18 And David said to Saul, “Who am I, and 
what is my family or my father’s clan in Is­
rael, that I should become the son-in-law 
of the king?” 19 So when it was time to give 
Saul’s daughter Merab to David, she was 
given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah.
20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal loved 
David, and when this was reported to 
Saul, it pleased him. 21 “I will give her to 
David,” Saul thought, “so that she may be 
a snare to him, and the hand of the 
Philistines may be against him.” So Saul 
said to David, “For a second time now you 
can be my son-in-law.”
22 Then Saul ordered his servants, “Speak 
to David privately and tell him, ‘Behold, 
the king is pleased with you, and all his 
servants love you. Now therefore, become 
his son-in-law.’”
23 But when Saul’s servants relayed these 
words to David, he replied, “Does it seem 
trivial in your sight to be the son-in-law of 
the king? I am a poor man and lightly es­
teemed.”
24 And the servants told Saul what David 
had said.
25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king 
desires no other dowry but a hundred 
Philistine foreskins as revenge on his ene­

THE OWNER’S MANUAL / 1 SAMUEL / 18:10–18:25 35



DEMONIC BLOODLINE OF CHRIST

mies.’” But Saul intended to cause David’s 
death at the hands of the Philistines.
26 When the servants reported these terms 
to David, he was pleased to become the 
king’s son-in-law. Before the wedding day 
arrived, 27 David and his men went out and 
killed two hundred Philistines. He brought 
their foreskins and presented them as 
payment in full to become the king’s son-
in-law. Then Saul gave his daughter 
Michal to David in marriage.
28 When Saul realized that Yahweh was 
with David and that his daughter Michal 
loved David, 29 he grew even more afraid 
of David. So from then on Saul was 
David’s enemy.
30 Every time the Philistine commanders 
came out for battle, David was more suc­
cessful than all of Saul’s officers, so that 
his name was highly esteemed.

19
CHAPTER 19 IN 30 SECONDS

Saul tells everyone to kill David. Michal helps 
David escape out a window and puts a household 
idol in his bed with goat hair on its head. Saul 
sends men to grab David at Ramah, but the Spirit 
of God makes them all prophesy. Then Saul goes 
himself, and the Spirit gets him too.

SAUL TRIES TO KILL DAVID // PSALM 59:1–17

1 Then Saul ordered his son Jonathan and 
all his servants to kill David.

But Jonathan delighted greatly in David, 2

so he warned David, saying, “My father 
Saul intends to kill you. Be on your guard 
in the morning; find a secret place and 
hide there. 3 I will go out and stand beside 
my father in the field where you are, so I 
can ask about you. And if I find out any­
thing, I will tell you.”
4 Then Jonathan spoke well of David to his 
father Saul and said to him, “The king 
should not sin against his servant David 
he has not sinned against you. In fact, his 
actions have been highly beneficial to 
you. 5 He took his life in his hands when 
he struck down the Philistine, and Yahweh 
worked a great salvation for all Israel. You 
saw it and rejoiced, so why would you sin 

against innocent blood by killing David for 
no reason?”
6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan 
and swore an oath: “As surely as Yahweh 
lives, David will not be put to death.”
7 So Jonathan summoned David and told 
him all these things. Then Jonathan 
brought David to Saul, and David was with 
Saul as before.
8 When war broke out again, David went 
out and fought the Philistines and struck 
them with such a mighty blow that they 
fled before him.
9 But as Saul was sitting in his house with 
his spear in his hand, an evil spirit from 
Yahweh came upon him. While David was 
playing the harp, 10 Saul tried to pin him to 
the wall with his spear. But David eluded 
him and the spear struck the wall. And 
David fled and escaped that night.
11 Then Saul sent messengers to David’s 
house to watch him and kill him in the 
morning. But David’s wife Michal warned 
him, “If you do not run for your life tonight, 
tomorrow you will be dead!” 12 So Michal 
lowered David from the window, and he 
ran away and escaped.
13 Then Michal took a household idol and 
laid it in the bed, placed some goat hair on 
its head, and covered it with a garment. 14

When Saul sent the messengers to seize 
David, Michal said, “He is ill.”
15 But Saul sent the messengers back to 
see David and told them, “Bring him up to 
me in his bed so I can kill him.” 16 And 
when the messengers entered, there was 
the idol in the bed with the goat hair on its 
head.
17 And Saul said to Michal, “Why did you 
deceive me like this? You sent my enemy 
away, and he has escaped!”

Michal replied, “He said to me, ‘Help me 
get away, or I will kill you!’”
18 So David ran away and escaped. And he 
went to Samuel at Ramah and told him all 

1SA 19:9 [DEMONIC] Evil spirit returned to Saul as he at­
tempted to kill David
1SA 19:13 [DEMONIC] Michal puts a household idol in 
David's bed
1SA 19:16 [DEMONIC] The messengers find the house­
hold idol in the bed
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that Saul had done to him. Then he and 
Samuel went to Naioth and stayed there.
19 When Saul was told that David was at 
Naioth in Ramah, 20 he sent messengers to 
seize him. But when they saw the group 
of prophets prophesying, with Samuel 
leading them, the Spirit of God came upon 
them, and Saul’s messengers also began 
to prophesy.
21 When this was reported to Saul, he sent 
more messengers, but they began to 
prophesy as well.

So Saul tried again and sent messengers 
a third time, and even they began to 
prophesy.
22 Finally, Saul himself left for Ramah and 
came to the large cistern at Secu, where 
he asked, “Where are Samuel and David?”

“At Naioth in Ramah,” he was told.
23 So Saul went to Naioth in Ramah. But 
the Spirit of God came upon even Saul, 
and he walked along prophesying until he 
came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 Then Saul 
stripped off his robes and also prophesied 
before Samuel. And he collapsed and lay 
naked all that day and night. That is why it 
is said, “Is Saul also among the 
prophets?”

20
CHAPTER 20 IN 30 SECONDS

David asks Jonathan, What did I do? Jonathan 
finds out his father really wants David dead. They 
make a plan with arrows in a field: if Jonathan 
says the arrows are beyond you, run. He says it. 
The two friends kiss, weep and say goodbye.

JONATHAN HELPS DAVID

1 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah. 
He came to Jonathan and asked, “What 
have I done? What is my iniquity? How 
have I sinned against your father, that he 
wants to take my life?”
2 “Far from it!” Jonathan replied. “You will 
not die. Indeed, my father does nothing, 
great or small, without telling me. So why 
would he hide this matter from me? This 
cannot be true!”

1SA 19:20 [MIRACLE] The Spirit makes Saul's men and 
then Saul prophesy

3 But David again vowed, “Your father 
knows very well that I have found favor in 
your eyes, and he has said, ‘Jonathan 
must not know of this, or he will be 
grieved.’ As surely as Yahweh lives and as 
you yourself live, there is but a step be­
tween me and death.”
4 Then Jonathan said to David, “Whatever 
you desire, I will do for you.”
5 So David told him, “Look, tomorrow is the 
New Moon, and I am supposed to dine 
with the king. Instead, let me go and hide 
in the field until the third evening from 
now. 6 If your father misses me at all, tell 
him, ‘David urgently requested my per­
mission to hurry to Bethlehem, his home­
town, because there is an annual sacrifice 
for his whole clan.’ 7 If he says, ‘Good,’ 
then your servant is safe, but if he is en­
raged, you will know he has evil inten­
tions. 8 Therefore show kindness to your 
servant, for you have brought me into a 
covenant with you before Yahweh. If there 
is iniquity in me, then kill me yourself; why 
should you bring me to your father?”
9 “Never!” Jonathan replied. “If I ever 
found out that my father had evil inten­
tions against you, would I not tell you?”
JONATHAN AND DAVID RENEW THEIR 
COVENANT

10 Then David asked Jonathan, “Who will 
tell me if your father answers you 
harshly?”
11 “Come,” he replied, “let us go out to the 
field.”

So the two of them went out into the field, 
12 and Jonathan said, “By Yahweh, the God 
of Israel, I will sound out my father by this 
time tomorrow or the next day. If he is fa­
vorable toward you, will I not send for you 
and tell you? 13 But if my father intends to 
bring evil on you, then may Yahweh pun­
ish me, and ever so severely, if I do not 
tell you and send you on your way in 
safety. May Yahweh be with you, just as 
He has been with my father. 14 And as long 
as I live, treat me with Yahweh’s loving de­
votion, that I may not die, 15 and do not 
ever cut off your loving devotion from my 
household⁠—⁠not even when Yahweh cuts 
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off every one of David’s enemies from the 
face of the earth.”
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the 
house of David, saying, “May Yahweh 
hold David’s enemies accountable.” 17 And 
Jonathan had David reaffirm his vow out 
of love for him, for Jonathan loved David 
as he loved himself.
18 Then Jonathan said to David, “Tomor­
row is the New Moon, and you will be 
missed, because your seat will be empty. 
19 When you have stayed three days, hurry 
down to the place you hid on the day this 
trouble began, and remain beside the 
stone Ezel. 20 I will shoot three arrows to 
the side of it, as if I were aiming at a tar­
get. 21 Then I will send a boy and say, ‘Go, 
find the arrows!’ Now, if I expressly say to 
him, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of 
you; bring them,’ then come, because as 
surely as Yahweh lives, it is safe for you, 
and there is no danger. 22 But if I say to the 
young man, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond 
you,’ then you must go, for Yahweh has 
sent you away. 23 And as for the matter 
you and I have discussed, Yahweh is a 
witness between you and me forever.”
24 So David hid in the field, and when the 
New Moon had come, the king sat down 
to eat. 25 He sat in his usual place by the 
wall, opposite Jonathan and beside Ab­
ner, but David’s place was empty. 26 Saul 
said nothing that day because he thought, 
“Something has happened to David to 
make him ceremonially unclean⁠—⁠surely 
he is unclean.”
27 But on the day after the New Moon, the 
second day, David’s place was still empty, 
and Saul asked his son Jonathan, “Why 
hasn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal 
either yesterday or today?”
28 Jonathan answered, “David urgently re­
quested my permission to go to Bethle­
hem, 29 saying, ‘Please let me go, because 
our clan is holding a sacrifice in the city, 
and my brother has told me to be there. 
So now, if I have found favor in your eyes, 
please let me go and see my brothers.’ 
That is why he has not come to the king’s 
table.”

SAUL SEEKS TO KILL JONATHAN

30 Then Saul’s anger burned against 
Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of 
a perverse and rebellious woman! Do I not 
know that you have chosen the son of 
Jesse to your own shame and to the 
shame of the mother who bore you? 31 For 
as long as the son of Jesse lives on this 
earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall 
be established. Now send for him and 
bring him to me, for he must surely die!”
32 “Why must he be put to death?” 
Jonathan replied. “What has he done?”
33 Then Saul hurled his spear at Jonathan 
to kill him. So Jonathan knew that his fa­
ther was determined to kill David. 34

Jonathan got up from the table in fierce 
anger and did not eat any food that sec­
ond day of the month, for he was grieved 
by his father’s shameful treatment of 
David.
35 In the morning Jonathan went out to the 
field for the appointment with David, and a 
small boy was with him. 36 He said to the 
boy, “Run and find the arrows I shoot.” 
And as the boy ran, Jonathan shot an ar­
row beyond him.
37 When the boy reached the place where 
Jonathan’s arrow had fallen, Jonathan 
called to him, “Isn’t the arrow beyond 
you?” 38 Then Jonathan cried out, “Hurry! 
Make haste! Do not delay!” So the boy 
picked up the arrow and returned to his 
master.
39 But the boy did not know anything; only 
Jonathan and David knew the arrange­
ment. 40 Then Jonathan gave his equip­
ment to the boy and said, “Go, take it back 
to the city.”
41 When the young man had gone, David 
got up from the south side of the stone, 
fell facedown, and bowed three times. 
Then he and Jonathan kissed each other 
and wept together⁠—⁠though David wept 
more.
42 And Jonathan said to David, “Go in 
peace, for the two of us have sworn in the 
name of Yahweh, saying, ‘May Yahweh be 
a witness between you and me, and be­
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tween your descendants and mine for­
ever.’” Then David got up and departed, 
and Jonathan went back into the city.

21
CHAPTER 21 IN 30 SECONDS

David is on the run with no food and no sword. At 
Nob, the priest gives him the holy bread and 
Goliath's own sword. Then David runs to Gath, 
Goliath's hometown, of all places. When they rec­
ognize him, he pretends to be crazy and drools on 
his beard. It works.

DAVID TAKES THE CONSECRATED BREAD // 

MATTHEW 12:1–8; MARK 2:23–28; LUKE 6:1–5

1 Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech 
the priest. And when Ahimelech met 
David, he trembled and asked him, “Why 
are you alone? Why is no one with you?”
2 “The king has given me a mission,” David 
replied. “He told me no one is to know 
about the mission on which I am sending 
you. And I have directed my young men to 
meet me at a certain place. 3 Now then, 
what do you have on hand? Give me five 
loaves of bread, or whatever can be 
found.”
4 “There is no common bread on hand,” 
the priest replied, “but there is some con­
secrated bread⁠—⁠provided that the young 
men have kept themselves from women.”
5 David answered, “Women have indeed 
been kept from us, as is usual when I set 
out. And the bodies of the young men are 
holy even on common missions. How 
much more so today!”
6 So the priest gave him the consecrated 
bread, since there was no bread there but 
the Bread of the Presence, which had 
been removed from before Yahweh and 
replaced with hot bread on the day it was 
taken away.

1SA 21:1 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to this 
→ MT 12:3-4 p.···
1SA 21:1 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to this 
→ MK 2:25-26 p.···
1SA 21:1 [ALLUDED TO] The New Testament refers to this 
→ LK 6:3-4 p.···
1SA 21:1 [NOTE] NOB was a town of priests near 
Jerusalem. Jesus told this story in Matthew 12:3 to 4. 
Mark 2:26 says it happened in the days of Abiathar the 
high priest. Abiathar was Ahimelech's son, who escaped 
in 22:20 and became David's high priest. Some think 
Mark means the days of the better known Abiathar. Oth­
ers think he means the part of Scripture about Abiathar.

7 Now one of Saul’s servants was there 
that day, detained before Yahweh. And his 
name was Doeg the Edomite, the chief 
shepherd for Saul.
DAVID FLEES TO GATH // PSALM 34:1–22; PSALM 

56:1–13

8 Then David asked Ahimelech, “Is there 
not a spear or sword on hand here? For I 
have brought neither my sword nor my 
weapons with me, because the king’s 
mission was urgent.”
9 The priest replied, “The sword of Goliath 
the Philistine, whom you killed in the Val­
ley of Elah, is here; it is wrapped in a cloth 
behind the ephod. If you want, you may 
take it. For there is no other but this one 
here.”

And David said, “There is none like it; give 
it to me.”
10 That day David fled from Saul and went 
to Achish king of Gath. 11 But the servants 
of Achish said to him, “Is this not David, 
the king of the land? Did they not sing 
about him in their dances, saying:

‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands’?”

12 Now David took these words to heart 
and was very much afraid of Achish the 
king of Gath. 13 So he changed his behav­
ior before them and feigned madness in 
their hands; he scratched on the doors of 
the gate and let his saliva run down his 
beard.
14 Then Achish said to his servants, “Look, 
you can see that the man is insane! Why 
have you brought him to me? 15 Am I in 
need of madmen, that you have brought 
this man to rave in my presence? Must 
this man come into my house?”

22
CHAPTER 22 IN 30 SECONDS

David hides in a cave at Adullam, and four hun­
dred men in trouble, in debt or just plain bitter join 
him. Saul finds out the priests at Nob helped 
David. When his own men refuse to kill priests, 
Doeg the Edomite does it. Only one priest, Abi­
athar, escapes to David.
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DAVID FLEES TO ADULLAM AND MIZPEH // PSALM 

57:1–11; PSALM 142:1–7

1 So David left Gath and took refuge in the 
cave of Adullam. When his brothers and 
the rest of his father’s household heard 
about it, they went down to him there. 2

And all who were distressed or indebted 
or discontented rallied around him, and he 
became their leader. About four hundred 
men were with him.
3 From there David went to Mizpeh of 
Moab, where he said to the king of Moab, 
“Please let my father and mother stay with 
you until I learn what God will do for me.” 
4 So he left them in the care of the king of 
Moab, and they stayed with him the whole 
time David was in the stronghold.
5 Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do 
not stay in the stronghold. Depart and go 
into the land of Judah.” So David left and 
went to the forest of Hereth.
SAUL SLAYS THE PRIESTS OF NOB // PSALM 52:1–9

6 Soon Saul learned that David and his 
men had been discovered. At that time 
Saul was sitting under the tamarisk tree 
on the hill at Gibeah, with his spear in 
hand and all his servants standing around 
him.
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Listen, 
men of Benjamin! Is the son of Jesse giv­
ing all of you fields and vineyards and 
making you commanders of thousands or 
hundreds? 8 Is that why all of you have 
conspired against me? Not one of you told 
me that my own son had made a covenant 
with the son of Jesse. Not one of you has 
shown concern for me or revealed to me 
that my son has stirred up my own ser­
vant to lie in wait against me, as is the 
case today.”
9 But Doeg the Edomite, who had sta­
tioned himself with Saul’s servants, an­
swered: “I saw the son of Jesse come to 
Ahimelech son of Ahitub at Nob. 10 Ahim­
elech inquired of Yahweh for him and 
gave him provisions. He also gave him the 
sword of Goliath the Philistine.”
11 Then the king sent messengers to sum­
mon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahi­
tub, and his father’s whole family, who 

were priests at Nob. And all of them came 
to the king. 12 “Listen now, son of Ahitub,” 
said Saul.

“Here I am, my lord,” he replied.
13 And Saul asked him, “Why have you and 
the son of Jesse conspired against me? 
You gave him bread and a sword and in­
quired of God for him so that he could rise 
up against me to lie in wait, as he is doing 
today.”
14 Ahimelech answered the king, “Who 
among all your servants is as faithful as 
David, the king’s son-in-law, the captain 
of your bodyguard and honored in your 
house? 15 Was that day the first time I in­
quired of God for him? Far be it from me! 
Let not the king accuse your servant or 
any of my father’s household, for your 
servant knew nothing of this whole 
affair⁠—⁠not in part or in whole.”
16 But the king replied, “You will surely die, 
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s 
house!”
17 Then the king ordered the guards at his 
side, “Turn and kill the priests of Yahweh, 
because they too sided with David. For 
they knew he was fleeing, but they did not 
tell me.”

But the king’s servants would not lift a 
hand to strike the priests of Yahweh.
18 So the king ordered Doeg, “You turn and 
strike down the priests!”

And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck 
down the priests himself. On that day he 
killed eighty-five men who wore the linen 
ephod. 19 He also put to the sword Nob, 
the city of the priests, with its men and 
women, children and infants, oxen, don­
keys, and sheep.
20 But one of the sons of Ahimelech son of 
Ahitub escaped. His name was Abiathar, 
and he fled to David. 21 And Abiathar told 
David that Saul had killed the priests of 
Yahweh.

1SA 22:18 [FULFILLS] Eli's family line would be cut off 
and lose its strength ← 1SA 2:31-33 p.···
1SA 22:18 [NOTE] Doeg killed 85 priests. Many see this 
as part of the judgment on Eli's house, 2:31 to 33. It was 
finished when Solomon removed Abiathar, 1 Kings 2:27.
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22 Then David said to Abiathar, “I knew 
that Doeg the Edomite was there that day, 
and that he was sure to tell Saul. I myself 
am responsible for the lives of everyone in 
your father’s house. 23 Stay with me; do 
not be afraid, for he who seeks your life is 
seeking mine as well. You will be safe with 
me.”

23
CHAPTER 23 IN 30 SECONDS

David saves the town of Keilah from the 
Philistines, and then he finds out they would hand 
him over to Saul. God tells him the truth, and 
David leaves. Saul chases him through the wilder­
ness. Just as Saul is closing in, a messenger runs 
up: The Philistines are raiding! Saul has to go.

DAVID DELIVERS KEILAH

1 Now it was reported to David, “Look, the 
Philistines are fighting against Keilah and 
looting the threshing floors.”
2 So David inquired of Yahweh, “Should I 
go and attack these Philistines?”

And Yahweh said to David, “Go and attack 
the Philistines and save Keilah.”
3 But David’s men said to him, “Look, we 
are afraid here in Judah; how much more 
if we go to Keilah against the armies of 
the Philistines?”
4 Once again, David inquired of Yahweh, 
and Yahweh answered him: “Go at once to 
Keilah, for I will deliver the Philistines into 
your hand.”
5 Then David and his men went to Keilah, 
fought against the Philistines, and carried 
off their livestock, striking them with a 
mighty blow. So David saved the people 
of Keilah.
6 (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelech had 
brought the ephod with him when he fled 
to David at Keilah.)
SAUL PURSUES DAVID // PSALM 54:1–7

7 When Saul was told that David had gone 
to Keilah, he said, “God has delivered him 
into my hand, for he has trapped himself 
by entering a town with gates and bars.”
8 Then Saul summoned all his troops to go 
to war at Keilah and besiege David and his 
men.

9 When David learned that Saul was plot­
ting evil against him, he said to Abiathar 
the priest, “Bring the ephod.”
10 And David said, “O Yahweh, God of Is­
rael, Your servant has heard that Saul in­
tends to come to Keilah and destroy the 
city on my account. 11 Will the citizens of 
Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will 
Saul come down, as Your servant has 
heard? O Yahweh, God of Israel, please 
tell Your servant.”

“He will,” said Yahweh.
12 So David asked, “Will the citizens of 
Keilah surrender me and my men into the 
hand of Saul?”

“They will,” said Yahweh.
13 Then David and his men, about six hun­
dred strong, set out and departed from 
Keilah, moving from place to place. When 
Saul was told that David had escaped 
from Keilah, he declined to go forth.
14 And David stayed in the wilderness 
strongholds and in the hill country of the 
Wilderness of Ziph. Day after day Saul 
searched for him, but God would not de­
liver David into his hand.
15 While David was in Horesh in the 
Wilderness of Ziph, he saw that Saul had 
come out to take his life. 16 And Saul’s son 
Jonathan came to David in Horesh and 
strengthened his hand in God, 17 saying, 
“Do not be afraid, for my father Saul will 
never lay a hand on you. And you will be 
king over Israel, and I will be your second-
in-command. Even my father Saul knows 
this is true.”
18 So the two of them made a covenant 
before Yahweh. And David remained in 
Horesh, while Jonathan went home.
19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at 
Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding 
among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on 
the hill of Hachilah south of Jeshimon? 20

Now, O king, come down whenever your 
soul desires, and we will be responsible 
for delivering him into your hand.”
21 “May you be blessed by Yahweh,” 
replied Saul, “for you have had compas­
sion on me. 22 Please go and prepare fur­
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ther. Investigate and watch carefully 
where he goes and who has seen him 
there, for I am told that he is extremely 
cunning. 23 Observe and find out all the 
places where he hides. Then come back 
to me with certainty, and I will go with 
you. If he is in the land, I will search him 
out among all the clans of Judah.”
24 So they set out and went to Ziph ahead 
of Saul. Now David and his men were in 
the Wilderness of Maon in the Arabah 
south of Jeshimon, 25 and Saul and his 
men went to seek him. When David was 
told about it, he went down to the rock 
and stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. 
And when Saul heard of this, he pursued 
David there.
26 Saul was proceeding along one side of 
the mountain, and David and his men 
along the other side. Even though David 
was hurrying to get away, Saul and his 
men were closing in on David and his men 
to capture them.
27 Then a messenger came to Saul, saying, 
“Come quickly, for the Philistines have 
raided the land!” 28 So Saul broke off his 
pursuit of David and went to meet the 
Philistines. That is why that place is called 
Sela-hammahlekoth. 29 And David went up 
from there and lived in the strongholds of 
En-gedi.

24
CHAPTER 24 IN 30 SECONDS

Saul goes into a cave at En Gedi to relieve himself. 
It happens to be the very cave where David and 
his men are hiding. David's men say, This is your 
chance! David sneaks up and cuts off the corner 
of Saul's robe, and then even that bothers him. He 
will not touch Yahweh's anointed.

DAVID SPARES SAUL

1 After Saul had returned from pursuing 
the Philistines, he was told, “David is in 
the wilderness of En-gedi.” 2 So Saul took 
three thousand chosen men from all Israel 
and went to look for David and his men in 
the region of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.
3 Soon Saul came to the sheepfolds along 
the road, where there was a cave, and he 
went in to relieve himself. And David and 

his men were hiding in the recesses of the 
cave. 4 So David’s men said to him, “This 
is the day about which Yahweh said to 
you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into 
your hand, that you may do with him as 
you wish.’”

Then David crept up and stealthily cut off 
a corner of Saul’s robe.
5 Afterward, David’s heart struck him be­
cause he had cut off the corner of Saul’s 
robe. 6 So he said to his men, “Yahweh 
forbid that I should do such a thing to my 
master, Yahweh’s anointed. May I never 
lift my hand against him, since he is 
Yahweh’s anointed.”
7 With these words David restrained his 
men, and he did not let them rise up 
against Saul. Then Saul left the cave and 
went on his way.
8 After that, David got up, went out of the 
cave, and called out to Saul, “My lord the 
king!”

When Saul looked behind him, David 
bowed facedown in reverence 9 and said 
to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words 
of men who say, ‘Look, David intends to 
harm you’? 10 Behold, this day you have 
seen with your own eyes that Yahweh de­
livered you into my hand in the cave. I was 
told to kill you, but I spared you and said, 
‘I will not lift my hand against my lord, 
since he is Yahweh’s anointed.’
11 See, my father, look at the corner of your 
robe in my hand. For I cut it off, but I did 
not kill you. Know and see that there is no 
evil or rebellion in my hands. I have not 
sinned against you, even though you are 
hunting me down to take my life.
12 May Yahweh judge between you and 
me, and may Yahweh take vengeance on 
you, but my hand will never be against 
you. 13 As the old proverb says, ‘Wicked­
ness proceeds from the wicked.’ But my 
hand will never be against you.

1SA 24:5 [HEART] David's heart struck him because he 
cut the corner of Saul's robe. A soft heart feels even 
small sins.
1SA 24:6 [NOTE] YAHWEH'S ANOINTED. David will not 
touch Saul, because God put him there. He waits for God 
to give him the throne.
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14 Against whom has the king of Israel 
come out? Whom are you pursuing? A 
dead dog? A flea? 15 May Yahweh be our 
judge and decide between you and me. 
May He take notice and plead my case 
and deliver me from your hand.”
DAVID’S OATH TO SAUL

16 When David had finished saying these 
things, Saul called back, “Is that your 
voice, David my son?”

Then Saul wept aloud 17 and said to David, 
“You are more righteous than I, for you 
have rewarded me with good, though I 
have rewarded you with evil. 18 And you 
have declared this day how you have 
treated me well, for when Yahweh deliv­
ered me into your hand, you did not kill 
me. 19 When a man finds his enemy, does 
he let him go away unharmed? May Yah­
weh reward you with good for what you 
have done for me this day.
20 Now I know for sure that you will be 
king and that the kingdom of Israel will be 
established in your hands. 21 So now, 
swear to me by Yahweh that you will not 
cut off my descendants or wipe out my 
name from my father’s house.”
22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then 
Saul returned home, but David and his 
men went up to the stronghold.

25
CHAPTER 25 IN 30 SECONDS

Samuel dies. David asks a rich man named Nabal 
for food after protecting his flocks. Nabal, whose 
name means fool, says no and insults him. David 
straps on his sword. Nabal's wise wife Abigail 
rushes out with food and talks him down. Ten 
days later God strikes Nabal, and David marries 
Abigail.

THE DEATH OF SAMUEL

1 When Samuel died, all Israel gathered to 
mourn for him; and they buried him at his 
home in Ramah.

Then David set out and went down to the 
Wilderness of Paran.

1SA 25:1 [NOTE] Samuel died. All Israel mourned him at 
his home in Ramah.

DAVID, NABAL, AND ABIGAIL

2 Now there was a man in Maon whose 
business was in Carmel. He was a very 
wealthy man with a thousand goats and 
three thousand sheep, which he was 
shearing in Carmel. 3 His name was Nabal, 
and his wife’s name was Abigail. She was 
an intelligent and beautiful woman, but 
her husband, a Calebite, was harsh and 
evil in his dealings.
4 While David was in the wilderness, he 
heard that Nabal was shearing sheep. 5 So 
David sent ten young men and instructed 
them, “Go up to Nabal at Carmel. Greet 
him in my name 6 and say to him, ‘Long life 
to you, and peace to you and to your 
house and to all that belongs to you. 7 Now 
I hear that it is time for shearing. When 
your shepherds were with us, we did not 
harass them, and nothing of theirs was 
missing the whole time they were in 
Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they 
will tell you. So let my young men find fa­
vor with you, for we have come on the 
day of a feast. Please give whatever you 
can spare to your servants and to your 
son David.’”
9 When David’s young men arrived, they 
relayed all these words to Nabal on behalf 
of David. Then they waited.
10 But Nabal asked them, “Who is David? 
Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants 
these days are breaking away from their 
masters. 11 Why should I take my bread 
and water and the meat I have slaugh­
tered for my shearers, and give them to 
these men whose origin I do not know?”
12 So David’s men turned around and went 
back, and they relayed to him all these 
words.
13 And David said to his men, “Strap on 
your swords!” So David and all his men 
strapped on their swords, and about four 
hundred men followed David, while two 
hundred stayed with the supplies.
14 Meanwhile, one of Nabal’s young men 
informed Nabal’s wife Abigail, “Look, 
David sent messengers from the wilder­
ness to greet our master, but he screamed 
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at them. 15 Yet these men were very good 
to us. When we were in the field, we were 
not harassed, and nothing of ours went 
missing the whole time we lived among 
them. 16 They were a wall around us, both 
day and night, the whole time we were 
herding our sheep near them. 17 Now con­
sider carefully what you must do, because 
disaster looms over our master and all his 
household. For he is such a scoundrel that 
nobody can speak to him!”
ABIGAIL INTERCEDES FOR NABAL

18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hun­
dred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, 
five butchered sheep, a bushel of roasted 
grain, a hundred clusters of raisins, and 
two hundred cakes of figs. She loaded 
them on donkeys 19 and said to her young 
men, “Go ahead of me. I will be right be­
hind you.” But she did not tell her husband 
Nabal.
20 As Abigail came riding her donkey into a 
mountain ravine, she saw David and his 
men coming down toward her, and she 
met them.
21 Now David had just said, “In vain I have 
protected all that belonged to this man in 
the wilderness. Nothing that belongs to 
him has gone missing, yet he has paid me 
back evil for good. 22 May God punish 
David, and ever so severely, if I let one 
male belonging to Nabal survive until 
morning.”
23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly 
got off the donkey, fell facedown, and 
bowed before him. 24 She fell at his feet 
and said, “My lord, may the blame be on 
me alone, but please let your servant 
speak to you; hear the words of your ser­
vant. 25 My lord should pay no attention to 
this scoundrel Nabal, for he lives up to his 
name: His name means Fool, and folly ac­
companies him. I, your servant, did not 
see my lord’s young men whom you sent.
26 Now, my lord, as surely as Yahweh lives 
and you yourself live, since Yahweh has 
held you back from bloodshed and from 
avenging yourself with your own hand, 

1SA 25:25 [NOTE] Nabal means fool. His wife, Abigail, 
said so herself.

may your enemies and those who seek 
harm for my lord be like Nabal.
27 Now let this gift your servant has 
brought to my lord be given to the young 
men who follow you. 28 Please forgive 
your servant’s offense, for Yahweh will 
surely make a lasting dynasty for my lord, 
because he fights Yahweh’s battles. May 
no evil be found in you as long as you live.
29 And should someone pursue you and 
seek your life, then the life of my lord will 
be bound securely by Yahweh your God in 
the bundle of the living. But He shall fling 
away the lives of your enemies like stones 
from a sling.
30 When Yahweh has done for my lord all 
the good He promised, and when He has 
appointed you ruler over Israel, 31 then my 
lord will have no remorse or guilt of con­
science over needless bloodshed and re­
venge. And when Yahweh has dealt well 
with my lord, may you remember your 
servant.”
32 Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed be 
Yahweh, the God of Israel, who sent you 
to meet me this day! 33 Blessed is your 
discernment, and blessed are you, be­
cause today you kept me from bloodshed 
and from avenging myself by my own 
hand. 34 Otherwise, as surely as Yahweh, 
the God of Israel, lives, who has re­
strained me from harming you, if you had 
not come quickly to meet me, then surely 
no male belonging to Nabal would have 
been left alive by morning light.”
35 Then David accepted from her hand 
what she had brought him, and he said to 
her, “Go home in peace. See, I have 
heeded your voice and granted your re­
quest.”
36 When Abigail returned to Nabal, there 
he was in the house, holding a feast fit for 
a king, in high spirits and very drunk. So 
she told him nothing until morning light.
37 In the morning when Nabal was sober, 
his wife told him about these events, and 
his heart failed within him, and he became 
like a stone. 38 About ten days later, Yah­
weh struck Nabal dead.
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DAVID MARRIES ABIGAIL

39 On hearing that Nabal was dead, David 
said, “Blessed be Yahweh, who has up­
held my cause against the reproach of 
Nabal and has restrained His servant from 
evil. For Yahweh has brought the wicked­
ness of Nabal down upon his own head.”

Then David sent word to Abigail, asking 
her to become his wife. 40 When his ser­
vants came to Abigail at Carmel, they 
said, “David has sent us to take you as his 
wife.”
41 She arose, bowed facedown, and said, 
“Here is your servant, ready to serve and 
to wash the feet of my lord’s servants.”
42 So Abigail hurried and got on a donkey, 
and attended by five of her maidens, she 
followed David’s messengers and became 
his wife.
43 David had also married Ahinoam of 
Jezreel. So she and Abigail were both his 
wives. 44 But Saul had given his daughter 
Michal, David’s wife, to Palti son of Laish, 
who was from Gallim.

26
CHAPTER 26 IN 30 SECONDS

Saul is chasing David again. David and Abishai 
sneak into Saul's camp at night while everyone is 
asleep, and they take Saul's spear and water jug. 
David yells from a hilltop at Abner: Some body­
guard you are! Saul admits, I have sinned. David 
still doesn't trust him.

DAVID AGAIN SPARES SAUL

1 Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah 
and said, “Is not David hiding on the hill of 
Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon?” 2 So Saul, 
accompanied by three thousand chosen 
men of Israel, went down to the Wilder­
ness of Ziph to search for David there.
3 Saul camped beside the road at the hill 
of Hachilah opposite Jeshimon, but David 
was living in the wilderness. When he re­
alized that Saul had followed him there, 4

David sent out spies to verify that Saul 
had arrived.

1SA 25:37 [HEART] Nabal's heart died within him, and he 
became like a stone. The man who hardened his heart 
toward David ended with a heart of stone.

5 Then David set out and went to the place 
where Saul had camped. He saw the 
place where Saul and Abner son of Ner, 
the general of his army, had lain down. 
Saul was lying inside the inner circle of 
the camp, with the troops camped around 
him. 6 And David asked Ahimelech the Hit­
tite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s 
brother, “Who will go down with me to 
Saul in the camp?”

“I will go with you,” answered Abishai.
7 That night David and Abishai came to the 
troops, and Saul was lying there asleep in 
the inner circle of the camp, with his 
spear stuck in the ground by his head. 
And Abner and the troops were lying 
around him.
8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has 
delivered your enemy into your hand. 
Now, therefore, please let me thrust the 
spear through him into the ground with 
one stroke. I will not need to strike him 
twice!”
9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not de­
stroy him, for who can extend a hand 
against Yahweh’s anointed and be guilt­
less?” 10 David added, “As surely as Yah­
weh lives, Yahweh Himself will strike him 
down; either his day will come and he will 
die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11

But Yahweh forbid that I should extend my 
hand against Yahweh’s anointed. Instead, 
take the spear and water jug by his head, 
and let us go.”
12 So David took the spear and water jug 
by Saul’s head, and they departed. No one 
saw them or knew about it, nor did any­
one wake up; they all remained asleep, 
because a deep sleep from Yahweh had 
fallen on them.
DAVID REPROVES ABNER

13 Then David crossed to the other side 
and stood atop the mountain at a dis­
tance; there was a wide gulf between 
them. 14 And David shouted to the troops 
and to Abner son of Ner, “Will you not an­
swer me, Abner?”

“Who are you who calls to the king?” Ab­
ner replied.
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15 So David said to Abner, “You are a man, 
aren’t you? And who in Israel is your 
equal? Why then did you not protect your 
lord the king when one of the people 
came to destroy him? 16 This thing you 
have done is not good. As surely as Yah­
weh lives, all of you deserve to die, since 
you did not protect your lord, Yahweh’s 
anointed. Now look around. Where are the 
king’s spear and water jug that were by 
his head?”
17 Then Saul recognized David’s voice and 
asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?”

“It is my voice, my lord and king,” David 
said.
18 And he continued, “Why is my lord pur­
suing his servant? What have I done? 
What evil is in my hand? 19 Now please, 
may my lord the king hear the words of 
his servant: If Yahweh has stirred you up 
against me, then may He accept an offer­
ing. But if men have done it, may they be 
cursed in the presence of Yahweh! For to­
day they have driven me away from shar­
ing in the inheritance of Yahweh, saying, 
‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 So do not let my 
blood fall to the ground far from the pres­
ence of Yahweh. For the king of Israel has 
come out to look for a flea, like one who 
hunts a partridge in the mountains.”
SAUL ACKNOWLEDGES HIS SIN

21 Then Saul replied, “I have sinned. Come 
back, David my son. I will never harm you 
again, because today you considered my 
life precious. I have played the fool and 
have committed a grave error!”
22 “Here is the king’s spear,” David an­
swered. “Let one of the young men come 
over and get it. 23 May Yahweh repay 
every man for his righteousness and faith­
fulness. For Yahweh delivered you into my 
hand today, but I would not extend my 
hand against Yahweh’s anointed. 24 As 
surely as I valued your life today, so may 
Yahweh value my life and rescue me from 
all trouble.”

1SA 26:19 [DEMONIC] David says they drove him out to 
serve other gods

25 Saul said to him, “May you be blessed, 
David my son. You will accomplish great 
things and will surely prevail.”

So David went on his way, and Saul re­
turned home.

27
CHAPTER 27 IN 30 SECONDS

David decides he will be safer living among the 
Philistines. King Achish of Gath gives him the town 
of Ziklag. David raids Israel's old enemies, but 
tells Achish he is raiding Judah. Achish thinks 
David's own people must hate him now.

DAVID AND THE PHILISTINES

1 David, however, said to himself, “One of 
these days now I will be swept away by 
the hand of Saul. There is nothing better 
for me than to escape to the land of the 
Philistines. Then Saul will stop searching 
for me all over Israel, and I will slip out of 
his hand.”
2 So David set out with his six hundred 
men and went to Achish son of Maoch, 
the king of Gath. 3 David and his men set­
tled in Gath with Achish. Each man had his 
family with him, and David had his two 
wives: Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail of 
Carmel, the widow of Nabal. 4 And when 
Saul learned that David had fled to Gath, 
he no longer searched for him.
5 Then David said to Achish, “If I have 
found favor in your eyes, let me be as­
signed a place in one of the outlying 
towns, so I can live there. For why should 
your servant live in the royal city with 
you?”
6 That day Achish gave him Ziklag, and to 
this day it still belongs to the kings of Ju­
dah. 7 And the time that David lived in 
Philistine territory amounted to a year and 
four months.
8 Now David and his men went up and 
raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and 
the Amalekites. (From ancient times these 
people had inhabited the land extending 
to Shur and Egypt.) 9 Whenever David at­

1SA 27:6 [NOTE] TO THIS DAY IT STILL BELONGS TO 
THE KINGS OF JUDAH. This line sounds like it was writ­
ten after the kingdom split into Israel and Judah. See the 
Big Question pages Who Wrote 1 Samuel?

46 THE OWNER’S MANUAL / 1 SAMUEL / 26:15–27:9



BLOODLINE OF CHRIST

tacked a territory, he did not leave a man 
or woman alive, but he took the flocks and 
herds, the donkeys, camels, and clothing.

Then he would return to Achish, 10 who 
would ask him, “What have you raided to­
day?”

And David would reply, “The Negev of Ju­
dah,” or “The Negev of Jerahmeel,” or 
“The Negev of the Kenites.”
11 David did not leave a man or woman 
alive to be brought to Gath, for he said, 
“Otherwise they will report us, saying, 
‘This is what David did.’” And this was 
David’s custom the whole time he lived in 
Philistine territory.
12 So Achish trusted David, thinking, 
“Since he has made himself an utter 
stench to his people Israel, he will be my 
servant forever.”

DEBATED  THE BIG QUESTION

WHO WROTE 1 SAMUEL?
The Traditional View
1 SAMUEL 9:9 · 25:1 · 27:6 · 1 CHRONICLES 29:29

THE BOOK DOES NOT SAY

1 Samuel never names its writer. It is 
named for Samuel because he is the 
main person in the first half and he 
anointed both kings.
THE TALMUD

An old Jewish teaching in the Talmud, 
Bava Batra 14b and 15a, says Samuel 
wrote his book, and that Gad the seer 
and Nathan the prophet finished it, since 
Samuel dies in 25:1.
THE RECORDS

1 Chronicles 29:29 says the acts of King 
David are written in the records of 
Samuel the seer, Nathan the prophet 
and Gad the seer. All three men knew 
David.
CLUES IN THE BOOK

The writer explains old words, like seer, 
9:9. He says Ziklag belongs to the kings 
of Judah to this day, 27:6, which sounds 
like a time after the kingdom split into Is­
rael and Judah, after Solomon.
ONE BOOK

In the Hebrew Bible, 1 and 2 Samuel are 
one book. The old Greek Bible split it 
into two and joined it with Kings, so 1 

and 2 Samuel were 1 and 2 Kingdoms, 
and 1 and 2 Kings were 3 and 4 King­
doms. Printed Hebrew Bibles started 
splitting Samuel in the 1500s.

Every View
1 SAMUEL 13:1 · 17:4 · 10:27 · DEUTERONOMY TO 2 

KINGS

VIEW 1: SAMUEL, NATHAN AND GAD

Samuel and the prophets who knew 
David kept records, and an editor put 
them together not long after David and 
Solomon, or soon after the kingdom 
split. The book knows the land, the 
names and the places very well.
VIEW 2: PART OF A BIGGER HISTORY

Many scholars think Deuteronomy 
through 2 Kings were put together as 
one long history near the time of the ex­
ile, in the 500s BC, using much older 
sources. This idea was first proposed by 
the German scholar Martin Noth in 1943.
VIEW 3: OLDER STORIES INSIDE

Scholars often see older stories inside 
the book: the ark story, chapters 4 to 6, 
and the rise of David, from chapter 16 
into 2 Samuel. Many think they were 
written close to the events.
THE TEXT ITSELF

The Hebrew text of Samuel has more 
copying problems than most books, like 
Saul’s age in 13:1. The Dead Sea Scroll 
4QSam a and the old Greek Bible help 
with some gaps, like Goliath’s height, 
17:4. The scroll alone has the Nahash 
paragraph, 10:27.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Whoever wrote it told the truth about 
Israel’s heroes, faults and all. It shows a 
God who raises up the humble and 
brings down the proud, just as Hannah 
sang, 2:7 to 8.

28
CHAPTER 28 IN 30 SECONDS

The Philistines gather for war, and Saul is terrified. 
God will not answer him. So the king who threw 
the mediums out of the land disguises himself and 
visits a medium at Endor. Bring up Samuel, he 
says. What comes up has the worst news of 
Saul's life: tomorrow you will be with me.
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THE PHILISTINES GATHER AGAINST ISRAEL

1 Now in those days the Philistines gath­
ered their forces for warfare against Is­
rael. So Achish said to David, “You must 
understand that you and your men are to 
go out to battle with me.”
2 David replied, “Then you will come to 
know what your servant can do.”

“Very well,” said Achish. “I will make you 
my bodyguard for life.”
3 Now by this time Samuel had died, and 
all Israel had mourned for him and buried 
him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul had 
removed the mediums and spiritists from 
the land.
4 The Philistines gathered together and 
camped at Shunem, while Saul gathered 
all Israel and camped at Gilboa. 5 When 
Saul saw the Philistine army, he was 
afraid and trembled violently. 6 He inquired 
of Yahweh, but Yahweh did not answer 
him by dreams or Urim or prophets.
SAUL AND THE MEDIUM OF ENDOR

7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me 
a woman who is a medium, so I can go 
and consult her.”

“There is a medium at Endor,” his servants 
replied.
8 So Saul disguised himself by putting on 
different clothes, and he set out with two 
of his men. They came to the woman at 
night, and Saul said, “Consult a spirit for 
me. Bring up for me the one I name.”
9 But the woman replied, “Surely you know 
what Saul has done, how he has killed the 
mediums and spiritists in the land. Why 
have you set a trap to get me killed?”
10 Then Saul swore to her by Yahweh: “As 
surely as Yahweh lives, no punishment 
shall come upon you for this.”
11 “Whom shall I bring up for you?” the 
woman asked.

1SA 28:3 [DEMONIC] Saul had removed the mediums 
and spiritists
1SA 28:7 [DEMONIC] Saul disguises himself and seeks a 
medium
1SA 28:7 [NOTE] A MEDIUM claimed to talk with the 
dead. God's law banned it, Leviticus 19:31 and Deuteron­
omy 18:10 to 12, and Saul himself had thrown them out, 
28:3. See the Big Question pages The Medium of Endor.
1SA 28:9 [DEMONIC] The medium reminds Saul he killed 
the mediums

“Bring up Samuel,” he replied.
12 But when the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out in a loud voice and said to Saul, 
“Why have you deceived me? You are 
Saul!”
13 “Do not be afraid,” the king replied. 
“What do you see?”

“I see a god coming up out of the earth,” 
the woman answered.
14 “What does he look like?” asked Saul.

“An old man is coming up,” she replied. 
“And he is wearing a robe.”

So Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he 
bowed facedown in reverence.
15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have 
you disturbed me by bringing me up?”

“I am deeply distressed,” replied Saul. 
“The Philistines are fighting against me, 
and God has turned away from me. He no 
longer answers me, either by prophets or 
by dreams. So I have called on you to tell 
me what to do.”
16 “Why do you consult me,” asked 
Samuel, “since Yahweh has turned away 
from you and become your enemy? 17 He 
has done exactly what He spoke through 
me: Yahweh has torn the kingdom out of 
your hand and given it to your neighbor 
David. 18 Because you did not obey Yah­
weh or carry out His burning anger 
against Amalek, Yahweh has done this to 
you today. 19 Moreover, Yahweh will deliver 
Israel with you into the hand of the 
Philistines, and tomorrow you and your 
sons will be with me. And Yahweh will de­
liver the army of Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines.”

1SA 28:11 [DEMONIC] The medium sees Samuel come up
1SA 28:15 [DEMONIC] Samuel asks Saul why he dis­
turbed him
1SA 28:15 [NOTE] WHO IS SPEAKING? The text calls him 
Samuel. His words are not printed red, because this is 
not God speaking. Readers disagree about what really 
came up.
1SA 28:19 [PROPHECY] At Endor, Samuel said Saul and 
his sons would die the next day → 1SA 31:6 p.···
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THE MEDIUM OF ENDOR
What Happened
1 SAMUEL 28:3 TO 25 · LEVITICUS 19:31 · DEUTERON­

OMY 18:10 TO 12 · 1 CHRONICLES 10:13 TO 14

THE LAW

God’s law banned mediums and anyone 
who calls up the dead, Deuteronomy 
18:10 to 12. Saul himself had thrown 
them out of the land, 28:3.
A KING WITH NO ANSWER

The Philistines gathered at Shunem, and 
Saul was terrified. He asked Yahweh, 
but God did not answer him by dreams, 
by the Urim or by prophets, 28:6. So 
Saul put on a disguise and went at night 
to a medium at Endor, 28:8.
WHAT SHE SAW

Saul said, Bring up Samuel. When the 
woman saw Samuel, she screamed, 
28:12. She said, I see a god coming up 
out of the earth. The Hebrew word is 
elohim, which can mean a god or a spirit 
being. She described an old man 
wrapped in a robe, and Saul bowed 
down, 28:13 to 14.
THE MESSAGE

Samuel said Yahweh had torn the king­
dom from Saul and given it to David, and 
tomorrow you and your sons will be with 
me, 28:17 to 19. Soon after, Saul and 
three of his sons died in battle, 31:6.
THE VERDICT

1 Chronicles 10:13 to 14 says Saul died 
because he was unfaithful to Yahweh, 
and because he asked a medium for 
guidance instead of asking Yahweh.

Was It Really Samuel?
1 SAMUEL 28:12 TO 19 · ISAIAH 8:19 · LUKE 16:26 · 

MATTHEW 17:3

VIEW 1: GOD SENT SAMUEL

Many Jewish and Christian teachers say 
it really was Samuel, sent by God, not 
called up by her power. Her scream 
shows she did not expect it. The writer 
calls him Samuel again and again, and 
his words came true. The old Jewish 
book Sirach says Samuel prophesied 
even after he died, Sirach 46:20.
VIEW 2: A DEMON IN DISGUISE

Many others, including Martin Luther 
and John Calvin, said it was an evil spirit 

pretending to be Samuel. They point out 
that God’s law forbids this, the dead do 
not come and go at a medium’s call, 
Luke 16:26, and demons can know and 
use true things.
VIEW 3: A TRICK

A few say the woman faked it, using a 
hidden voice. Most reject this, because 
the message was true and Saul was in 
disguise, yet she found out who he was.
WHAT EACH SIDE ANSWERS

The first side says God can do some­
thing rare without blessing the medium’s 
trade, like Moses and Elijah appearing 
with Jesus, Matthew 17:3. The second 
side says God would not answer Saul 
through the very sin He had banned.
WHAT ALL AGREE ON

Saul broke God’s law and it did not help 
him. Isaiah 8:19 says, Should not a peo­
ple ask their God? Why ask the dead on 
behalf of the living? Nobody in the Bible 
is ever told to try this. Ask God.

20 Immediately Saul fell flat on the ground, 
terrified by the words of Samuel. And his 
strength was gone, because he had not 
eaten anything all that day and night.
21 When the woman came to Saul and saw 
how distraught he was, she said to him, 
“Look, your maidservant has obeyed your 
voice. I took my life in my hands and did 
as you told me. 22 Now please listen to 
your servant and let me set a morsel of 
bread before you so you may eat and 
have the strength to go on your way.”
23 Saul refused, saying, “I will not eat.” But 
his servants joined the woman in urging 
him, and he heeded their voice. He got up 
from the ground and sat on the bed.
24 The woman had a fattened calf at her 
house, and she quickly slaughtered it. She 
also took flour, kneaded it, and baked un­
leavened bread. 25 She served it to Saul 
and his servants, and they ate. And that 
night they got up and left.
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29
CHAPTER 29 IN 30 SECONDS

David and his men march out with the Philistine 
army against Israel. Awkward. The other Philistine 
lords say, Isn't this the David they sing about? Get 
him out of here. Achish sends David home. God 
gets David out of fighting his own people.

THE PHILISTINES REJECT DAVID

1 Now the Philistines brought all their 
forces together at Aphek, while Israel 
camped by the spring in Jezreel. 2 As the 
Philistine leaders marched out with their 
units of hundreds and thousands, David 
and his men marched behind them with 
Achish.
3 Then the commanders of the Philistines 
asked, “What about these Hebrews?”

Achish replied, “Is this not David, the ser­
vant of King Saul of Israel? He has been 
with me all these days, even years, and 
from the day he defected until today I 
have found no fault in him.”
4 But the commanders of the Philistines 
were angry with Achish and told him, 
“Send that man back and let him return to 
the place you assigned him. He must not 
go down with us into battle only to be­
come our adversary during the war. What 
better way for him to regain the favor of 
his master than with the heads of our 
men? 5 Is this not the David about whom 
they sing in their dances:

‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands’?”

6 So Achish summoned David and told 
him, “As surely as Yahweh lives, you have 
been upright, and it seems right in my 
sight that you should march in and out 
with me in the army, because I have found 
no fault in you from the day you came to 
me until this day. But you are not good in 
the sight of the leaders. 7 Therefore turn 
back now and go in peace, so that you 
will not do anything to displease the lead­
ers of the Philistines.”
8 “But what have I done?” David replied. 
“What have you found against your ser­
vant, from the day I came to you until to­

day, to keep me from going along to fight 
against the enemies of my lord the king?”
9 Achish replied, “I know that you are as 
pleasing in my sight as an angel of God. 
But the commanders of the Philistines 
have said, ‘He must not go into battle with 
us.’ 10 Now then, get up early in the morn­
ing, along with your master’s servants 
who came with you, and go as soon as it 
is light.”
11 So David and his men got up early in the 
morning to return to the land of the 
Philistines. And the Philistines went up to 
Jezreel.

30
CHAPTER 30 IN 30 SECONDS

David gets home to Ziklag and finds it burned and 
every family taken by the Amalekites. His own 
men talk about stoning him. David finds his 
strength in Yahweh, asks God what to do, and 
chases the raiders. He gets back everyone and 
everything, and he makes sure even the tired men 
get a share.

THE AMALEKITES RAID ZIKLAG

1 On the third day David and his men ar­
rived in Ziklag, and the Amalekites had 
raided the Negev, attacked Ziklag, and 
burned it down. 2 They had taken captive 
the women and all who were there, both 
young and old. They had not killed any­
one, but had carried them off as they 
went on their way.
3 When David and his men came to the 
city, they found it burned down and their 
wives and sons and daughters taken cap­
tive. 4 So David and the troops with him 
lifted up their voices and wept until they 
had no strength left to weep.
5 David’s two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel 
and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel, 
had been taken captive. 6 And David was 
greatly distressed because the people 
spoke of stoning him, because the soul of 
every man grieved for his sons and 
daughters. But David found strength in 
Yahweh his God.

1SA 30:6 [NOTABLE] David's lowest day: his town 
burned, his family taken, and his own men ready to stone 
him. He did not quit. He found his strength in God first, 
then he acted.
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GOD SPEAKING BLOODLINE OF CHRIST

DAVID DESTROYS THE AMALEKITES

7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, 
the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the 
ephod.”

So Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David 
inquired of Yahweh: “Should I pursue 
these raiders? Will I overtake them?”

“Pursue them,” Yahweh replied, “for you 
will surely overtake them and rescue the 
captives.”
9 So David and his six hundred men went 
to the Brook of Besor, where some stayed 
behind 10 because two hundred men were 
too exhausted to cross the brook. But 
David and four hundred men continued in 
pursuit.
11 Now his men found an Egyptian in the 
field and brought him to David. They gave 
the man water to drink and food to eat⁠—⁠ 
12 a piece of a fig cake and two clusters of 
raisins. So he ate and was revived, for he 
had not had any food or water for three 
days and three nights.
13 Then David asked him, “To whom do 
you belong, and where are you from?”

“I am an Egyptian,” he replied, “the slave 
of an Amalekite. My master abandoned 
me three days ago when I fell ill. 14 We 
raided the Negev of the Cherethites, the 
territory of Judah, and the Negev of 
Caleb, and we burned down Ziklag.”
15 “Will you lead me to these raiders?” 
David asked.

And the man replied, “Swear to me by 
God that you will not kill me or deliver me 
into the hand of my master, and I will lead 
you to them.”
16 So he led David down, and there were 
the Amalekites spread out over all the 
land, eating, drinking, and celebrating the 
great amount of plunder they had taken 
from the land of the Philistines and the 
land of Judah. 17 And David struck them 
down from twilight until the evening of the 
next day. Not a man escaped, except four 
hundred young men who fled, riding off 
on camels.
18 So David recovered everything the 
Amalekites had taken, including his two 

wives. 19 Nothing was missing, young or 
old, son or daughter, or any of the plunder 
the Amalekites had taken. David brought 
everything back. 20 And he took all the 
flocks and herds, which his men drove 
ahead of the other livestock, calling out, 
“This is David’s plunder!”
THE SPOILS ARE DIVIDED

21 When David came to the two hundred 
men who had been too exhausted to fol­
low him and who were left behind at the 
Brook of Besor, they came out to meet 
him and the troops with him. As David ap­
proached the men, he greeted them, 22 but 
all the wicked and worthless men among 
those who had gone with David said, “Be­
cause they did not go with us, we will not 
share with them the plunder we recov­
ered, except for each man’s wife and chil­
dren. They may take them and go.”
23 But David said, “My brothers, you must 
not do this with what Yahweh has given 
us. He has protected us and delivered into 
our hands the raiders who came against 
us. 24 Who will listen to your proposal? The 
share of the one who went to battle will 
match the share of the one who stayed 
with the supplies. They will share alike.”
25 And so it has been from that day for­
ward. David established this statute and 
ordinance for Israel to this very day.
26 When David arrived in Ziklag, he sent 
some of the plunder to his friends, the el­
ders of Judah, saying, “Here is a gift for 
you from the plunder of Yahweh’s ene­
mies.” 27 He sent gifts to those in Bethel, 
Ramoth Negev, and Jattir; 28 to those in 
Aroer, Siphmoth, and Eshtemoa; 29 to 
those in Racal and in the cities of the Jer­
ahmeelites and Kenites; 30 to those in 
Hormah, Bor-ashan, and Athach; 31 and to 
those in Hebron and in all the places 
where David and his men had roamed.
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PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN SCRIPTURE DEMONIC

31
CHAPTER 31 IN 30 SECONDS

The Philistines win on Mount Gilboa. Jonathan 
and two of his brothers die, and Saul, badly 
wounded, falls on his own sword. The Philistines 
hang the bodies on the wall of Beth Shan. The 
men of Jabesh Gilead, whom Saul rescued in 
chapter 11, walk all night to bring them home.

SAUL’S OVERTHROW AND DEATH // 2 SAMUEL 1:1–

16; 1 CHRONICLES 10:1–6

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, 
and the men of Israel fled before them, 
and many fell slain on Mount Gilboa.
2 The Philistines hotly pursued Saul and 
his sons, and they killed Saul’s sons 
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua. 3

When the battle intensified against Saul, 
the archers overtook him and wounded 
him critically.
4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, 
“Draw your sword and run me through 
with it, or these uncircumcised men will 
come and run me through and torture 
me!”

But his armor-bearer was terrified and re­
fused to do it. So Saul took his own sword 
and fell on it.
5 When his armor-bearer saw that Saul 
was dead, he too fell on his own sword 
and died with him.
6 So Saul, his three sons, his armor-bearer, 
and all his men died together that same 
day.
THE PHILISTINES POSSESS THE TOWNS // 1 

CHRONICLES 10:7–10

7 When the Israelites along the valley and 
those on the other side of the Jordan saw 
that the army of Israel had fled and that 
Saul and his sons had died, they aban­
doned their cities and ran away. So the 
Philistines came and occupied their cities.
8 The next day, when the Philistines came 
to strip the dead, they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They 
cut off Saul’s head, stripped off his armor, 

1SA 31:4 [NOTE] 2 Samuel 1:6 to 10 tells it differently. An 
Amalekite says he killed Saul. Many think he lied to win a 
reward from David.
1SA 31:6 [FULFILLS] At Endor, Samuel said Saul and his 
sons would die the next day ← 1SA 28:19 p.···

and sent messengers throughout the land 
of the Philistines to proclaim the news in 
the temples of their idols and among their 
people. 10 They put his armor in the temple 
of the Ashtoreths and hung his body on 
the wall of Beth-shan.
JABESH-GILEAD’S TRIBUTE TO SAUL // 1 CHRONI­

CLES 10:11–14

11 When the people of Jabesh-gilead heard 
what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all 
their men of valor set out, journeyed all 
night, and retrieved the bodies of Saul and 
his sons from the wall of Beth-shan.

When they arrived at Jabesh, they burned 
the bodies there. 13 Then they took their 
bones and buried them under the 
tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and they fasted 
seven days.

1SA 31:9 [DEMONIC] The Philistines put Saul's armor in 
the temple of the Ashtoreths
1SA 31:10 [FIELD NOTES] Beth Shan was a real city with 
Egyptian and Canaanite ruins. See the Beth Shean Field 
Notes page.
1SA 31:11 [NOTE] JABESH GILEAD remembered. Saul's 
first victory as king was saving their town, chapter 11. 
They never forgot it.
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DEBATED  FIELD NOTES · ARCHAEOLOGY · CONFI­

DENCE: HIGH FOR THE CITY, DEBATED FOR THE TEM­

PLES

BETH SHEAN
1 SAMUEL 31:8 TO 13 · JOSHUA 17:11 TO 12 · JUDGES 

1:27 · 1 CHRONICLES 10:10

Ruins of the Egyptian governor’s house at Tel Beth Shean, 
from the 1100s BC. The metal frame and the tops of the 
walls are modern, added to protect the ruins. Photo A. 
Sobkowski, public domain.

WHAT IT IS

Tel Beth Shean is a huge hill of ruins 
where the Jezreel Valley meets the Jor­
dan Valley. The Bible calls it Beth Shan. 
The Philistines hung Saul’s body on its 
wall, 31:10.
HOW OLD IT IS

The city is more than 5,000 years old. 
For about three hundred years, until 
about 1130 BC, it was an Egyptian army 
base that guarded the road.
WHERE AND WHEN FOUND

The University of Pennsylvania dug it 
from 1921 to 1933. Amihai Mazar of the 
Hebrew University dug it again from 
1989 to 1996.
WHAT THEY FOUND

The Egyptian governor’s house in the 
photo, stone monuments of the Egypt­
ian kings Seti I and Ramesses II, and 
clay coffins with faces on the lids. Some 
think the people buried in those coffins 
were soldiers from the Sea Peoples, like 
the Philistines.
THE TEMPLES

The first diggers found two temples and 
said they were the temple of the Ash­
toreths, 31:10, and the temple of Dagon, 
1 Chronicles 10:10. Later scholars are 
not sure. The dates and who used them 
are still debated.

JABESH GILEAD

The men of Jabesh walked all night, 
across the Jordan, to take down the 
bodies, 31:12. It was a long walk through 
the night, in the dark and in enemy land.
WHAT IT DOES NOT PROVE

Nothing found there names Saul. It 
shows that Beth Shan was a strong city 
in Saul’s day, not held by Israel, Judges 
1:27.
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