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Hi, 
Welcome to another packed edition of The Dean Scene! 
 
The Dean Scene has now been running for just over six months, and thanks to you it 
continues to grow from strength to strength. But we’d love your help to spread the 
word! 
 
Do you have a neighbour, relative, work colleague or friend who you think would 
enjoy the newsletter? If so, please tell them about The Dean Scene and encourage 
them to subscribe - it only takes just a few seconds! Just visit the Dean Scene website 
here 
 
As a little thank you, all new subscribers will receive a free copy of our Smugglers 
Trail Guide. And if any of our existing readers would like a copy too, just 
email Lisa@Deanscene.co.uk and we’ll happily send it over. 
 
From April, we’ll also be introducing a new feature — a Charity of the Month chosen 
by our readers, which will appear in the first newsletter of each month. If you know of 
a local charity doing great work in our community, we’d love to hear your 
suggestions. 
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The Rottingdean & Saltdean Lions Club are currently seeking some local storage 
space for their equipment. If you may be able to help, please see more details below, 
they really would appreciate it! 
 
In this week’s History Corner, we bring you the second instalment of Douglas 
d’Enno’s fascinating series exploring the history of Black Rock. 
There’s also an upcoming Prostate Health Talk at the Nuffield Hospital, offering an 
opportunity to learn more about this important topic and raise awareness 
during Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. 
 
And if you have some time this week, why not visit the wonderful exhibition by Sarah 
Drewek currently showing at The Grange Gallery? 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Lisa Staples 
  

What's Happening In The Deans This Week... 
  

The Grange Gallery 
"Women of Many Worlds" 

by Sarah Drewek 
  

 

  

 



  

  

 

We are very pleased to announce our second exhibition of the year, ‘Women of 
Many Worlds’ by Sarah Drewek. 
 
Sarah’s work is rooted in direct observation, exploring the body as a lived, 
expressive presence rather than an ideal. She is drawn to natural, unguarded 
poses and the quiet narratives they hold. 
 
Sarah is a 57-year-old, self-taught figurative artist based in Alfriston. Although 
she has always enjoyed creating, for the past 12 years her main focus has been 
oil painting, alongside drawing, with a particular interest in the human form. Her 
practice is an act of looking closely and honouring the honesty of the figure. 
 
Women of Many Worlds is showing until Sunday 29th March.  We look 
forward to welcoming you.  
 
The exhibition is on a first floor (above Rottingdean Library) and a chairlift is 
available. 
 
Gallery opening hours are: 
Wednesday to Saturday 10.00am to 4.00pm 
Sunday 1.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Admission free. 
Rottingdean Heritage CIO is a locally run charity. Please do look at the website 
for information on what Rottingdean Heritage looks after in our beautiful village, 
and please do sign up if you’d like to receive quarterly newsletters. 



  

  

 

Visit Website  

 

  

Holy Cross Church 
Woodingdean 

 
We look forward to welcoming you at our Mothers Day Family Service this 
Sunday.   
 
Please make a note of the latest updated times of our Stations of the Cross 
Services, these supersede the times on the reading sheets that have already 
been printed for this coming Sunday. 

  

 

  

 

https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk1tv6jgUhX-N8zIqSpz7gx9KIT2UlB6g7TS8IMd2ghtfgu1w-_UjaGc00umTpc_23ltr7UW2nKK5DOBFqvTjtDq_fcb376sn6lHkQ-bnoUe1xFwhNqIMK0uYYiOiR0P3fbHVR8WM3fF-6849Q0IT7Lj-4tRjKEjTMEryLIAek5iLrWTW4pZdO6fhw28h7PwIs8ouhwHzw8v3q1sxgmWPeav-x67fkhynTR0T1vhpFsOG1HkEgyz1mDpwo5VkyqHeaDqQ6yjeDuU0byAOkyhOk6yhvk_CLMI4onWTNyzKPY6gDxM_DCI_Cf0AjgKasySOSEj9BLOMgMj_UwKBds71FoT3ABYAFoKrbiRtaxU1I6IlgMVt8jtnMOm4agEs0rqGMSZJ3DQgLIhWDhM3oyCc9NMqKeFxMlerB7i-vE754gRgMji5tXowhIFwciv3DSWjfJD_wr8kNh1zXLWeINsvwbhyzCgs0BssLH187z4CAMe78rhZDvXj87zerH7vh3JWLLHsoo8cDhU7r8f4khSvzbhyh0UZ-OsVHV6ycVy_pFm08Zed6AAs7pdpMVuvdm6ZzOeF4RUZP5CLz8oBJwAW9FTtPk-fk9XQTsZv7zCaLqZND-C4FMdza_efpto9p23_uh768H0iqQBwXJX7ePq3NGufAVg8ZZdXnZR1WrCSb6CN78eLj-Pm8W0v4tmlpKKzthJnEp4BLJ6li2oWnSIxeVo9pH2h00UdDEsQTjyhb2u-jy77p1_DAS4fnT5VqZz9KjzJ3E5ThHvuacNbrlA9iO7uJp_XG33glBkkGKZEK8WI08YzSHHSgci_HtbhXjB7ddv7cgl9Wc7t4e6oTceM566p2P7Y3yGi5fbHBDrE3Pa_BBwQ_CcAAP__Y0hAmQ


  

  

Nuffield Health, Woodingdean 
Wednesday 18th March 

at 6pm 

  

Mr Symes will be covering: 

 
Men’s health 

 
Prostate awareness 

 
Signs & symptoms to look out for 

 
When to seek support 

 
Treatment and screening options 
This is an open, friendly session designed to empower men - and those who 
support them - with clear, expert advice. 
 



Book your place: 
brighton.enquiries@nuffieldhealth.com 
Or call: 01273 627007 
Light refreshments provided - Free onsite parking 

Book Your Place  

 

 

Brighton Palace Pier 
Admission Fee Update 

  

Brighton Palace Pier can confirm the return of the admission fee on the 7th of 
March 2026, where it will be currently priced at £1 per person for the pre-
summer period. As a reminder, anyone living within any BN postcode can 
sign up for a Local Residents Card which allows the card holder and up to 3 
guests FREE admission all year round, alongside access to many other 
fantastic offers. 
 
We remain committed to preserving this iconic part of British heritage and 
working hard to keep our Grade II* Listed structure standing for generations to 
come. 

Sign Up Here  

 

  

 
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South Coast Taxis 
01273 301111 

  

Book Now 

 

 

Open Art Cafe 
Rottingdean 
Every Friday 
2pm - 4pm! 

  

Follow Us on Facebook 
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Rottingdean Whiteway Centre 
Summer Courses 
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Newhaven Lifeboat Fundraising 
Pamper Evening 

Seaford Head Golf Course 
19th March 

  

Give yourself some love! Come along to our Pamper night for an evening of 
treatments, tarot, drinks and natter! 
 
We will have a wide variety of treatments available from Massages to 
Manicures, Hair and make up to Tarot readings. 
 
Treat yourself to an great evening out with the girls! (The boys are welcome 
too!!) 
 
Doors open at 6.30pm, and appointments will start from 7pm 

Book Now  
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Woodingdean Primary School 
Summer Fair 

Stallholders Wanted! 

  

Stallholders wanted at Woodingdean Primary School Summer Fair . 
Saturday 6th June 2026 

 
Local businesses, crafters & small traders welcome! 

All funds raised goes back into the school and supporting the children. 

Email For More 
Info 
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Ovingdean Choral Society Spring Concert 

Come and join Ovingdean Choral Society 
at their Spring Concert..... 

 
John Rutter is the most well known living composer, and his melodies are 
simply gorgeous. We will not only be singing his beautiful set of  well known 
English folk songs , "The Sprig of Thyme", but also "For the Beauty of the 
Earth" Other works will include Cesar Franck's "Panis Angelicus" and Howard 
Goodall's "The Lord is my Shepherd" ( theme from the Vicar of Dibley).  
 
It will be a lovely concert of springtime music. We will also be celebrating Sir 
John Rutter's 80th birthday. 

  

  

Rottingdean & Saltdean Lions Club Need Your 
Help! 

  



The fantastic volunteers at the Rottingdean & Saltdean Lions Club are 
currently on the lookout for some storage space for their equipment. 
 
As a charity that does so much for our local community, paying commercial 
storage rates simply isn’t an option for them - so they’re hoping someone locally 
might be able to lend a hand. 
 
If you have a spare garage, lock-up, shed, or unused storage space that could 
help them keep their equipment safe and accessible, the Lions would be 
incredibly grateful. 
 
It’s thanks to the generosity of local people that groups like this can continue 
the great work they do in our community. 
 
If you think you might be able to help, please contact Dave Walker 
Email:         info@rottingdeanandsaltdeanlions.org.uk 
Telephone:  03458 339617  

  

 
 

Deans Repair Cafe 
Saturday 21st March 

10:30 - 12:30 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@rottingdeanandsaltdeanlions.org.uk


Advertise In The 
Dean Scene! 

  

Email Lisa ! 

 

  

 
 

Saltdean Pebble Dashers Volunteer Group 

  

mailto:lisa@deanscene.co.uk


The Pebble Dashers Volunteer Group have been working on the under cliff for 
the past few weeks when dry, and we hope you are starting to see a difference 
(and no, BHCC will not do it!) It's been hard work though, so thank you to those 
of you that have stopped and expressed your thanks, and even bigger thanks to 
those who have picked up shovels to help! 
 
If you would like to get involved please visit our website.... 

Visit Website  
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Black Rock (Part 2).... By Douglas d'Enno 

Black Rock in Pictures 
 

Continuing our story of Black Rock above the cliffs from the last instalment, the 
year 1824 marked the opening of the new road from East Brighton to Rottingdean. 
This ‘Newhaven turnpike road’, which ran across land opened by Thomas Beard, 
greatly improved the connectivity between the two locations.  
  
In 1897, following the closure of the old turnpike road, a new road, the 
‘Rottingdean Road’, became the principal eastbound thoroughfare from Black 
Rock until the opening of Marine Drive in 1932 (the 1897 road was set inland to 
avoid the vulnerable cliff area and still exists under the name of Roedean Road).   

https://email.e.deanscene.co.uk/c/eJxsk1tv6jgUhX-N8zIqSpyLkwc_lEJ6KCk9QNtpeEGObcCNL8F2uP36EbQzGun0ydJne--ttfaia8HwVEXwojT6OC3Ob5_p_fviiQUMh5CHRRwwo4jQmA8YJ9pRrvmAmkHffl-szVFz63aiW_tzx7E0lHhhvjgLOI4QipOsyCMYcEWEXCvuHNnya2cUP_yW0k2PMK_dvO-JOLx8v7oVo0R1RGz1_9j1W1YQtGlSyjchylO4oU2RwChHAdcHYY1WXHvcWcN6eh0l2GFKC5LHJCzgJo-TLN9EvIhS1NAsoRFDKBAYhjAL4ygJsziM4CBiBc_ShMYszAjPKUjCPyWQeOd950B8D2AJYCmFbgfKbZ1mdkCNArC8TX7nLaGt0FsAy7zISRamSYYyEJfUaE-onzAQj7pxnVXwOJrqxQNcXl7HYnYCMOu9WjvTW8pBPLqV-4aKM9Grf-FfitiWe6G3gaTrL8GE9txqIvEbLB17fG8_IgCHu-q4mvfN4_O0WS1-7_tqUs6JapOPAvY1Py-H5JKVr5th7Q-zKgqXC9a_5MO0eUF5sgrnrWwBLO_nqJwsFzs_z6bT0oqaDh_oJeRVTzIAS3aqd5-nz9Gi346Gb-8wGc_Gmw7AYSWP563bf9p694y23euy7-L3kWISwGFd7dPx38ouQw5g-ZRfXk1WNajklVhBl94PZx_H1ePbXqaTS8Vk61wtzzQ-A1g-K580PDklcvS0eEBdadCsifo5iEeBNLc13yeX_dOv_gDnj96caqQmv8pAcb8zDJNOBMaKrdC46WV7d5Mv6Kw5CMYtlpwwarTm1BsbWKwFbUESXg_nSSe5u7odfLmEvywX7nB3NLblNvDXVKx_7O8xNWr9YwI95n79XwIOGP4TAAD__2wAP1Q


  

Work in progress on Marine Drive (left) looking east from Black Rock. The road 
cut straight through the houses in Rifle Butt Road. The old coast road (right) 
still led to the Abergavenny Arms, the only remaining building at the cliff edge. 

A little way inland from the cliff stood Rifle Butt Road, at a right angle to the coast 
road. Its name derived from the rifle practice range ('butts') for volunteer militia at 
nearby Sheepcote Valley. The properties were built over several decades in the 
19th century, one as late as 1897. Black Rock Bakery was built in 1867 and 
acquired by Brighton Borough Council in 1972.   

  

A view of Rifle Butt Road looking north, with the bakery in the middle distance and, to 
its left, the gasometer.  



  

A view looking south, with the Stores and its owner on the left.  

Some way along Rifle Butt Road, on the east side, stood the Friends’ (Quakers’) 
Meeting House and Burial Ground. The Meeting House (below) was erected in 
1859 for £120 and enlarged in 1881 for £125. It was sold in about 1960.   

  

  



The Friends’ Burial Ground was acquired in 1855 and the first burial took place 
in that year. On the left is the gasometer, and on the right the wall on Rifle Butt 
Road keeping the burial site separate. Ahead are some houses in the street.  

Below is a view showing Rifle Butt Road in relation to Marine Gate. The gap in the 
street marks the site of the Burial Ground. When the road was swept away for the 
approach roads to the Marina complex, all the coffins from the burial ground were 
exhumed and re-interred in the new cemetery at Woodingdean.  

  

Black Rock Cottages formed the southern part of Rifle Butt Road until acquired by 
Brighton Borough Council to be demolished for the creation of Marine Drive.   
We close with a picture of the wide new road. Marine Gate is under construction in 
the background.  

  

The road was built at a cost of £105,000 and opened on 22 July 1932 by the 
Minister of Transport, PJ Pybus. Marine Gate would become a block of 105 
flats developed by Maurice Bloom at the architectural practice of Wimperis, 
Simpson & Guthrie and was built in 1937-1939.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Later This Month In The Deans... 
  

 

Newhaven Lifeboat Events 
Easter Eggstravaganza 

28th March 
11am - 3pm 

  

 

Resonance 
St Margaret's Church 

28th March, 1pm 
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Saltdean Park 
Multi Use Games Area 
Wednesday 1st April 

2pm 

  

PARC (Play Area in Rottingdean Committee) is delighted to invite the 
community to the opening of Saltdean’s new MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area), 
a vibrant new space shaped by and for local young people. 
 
The court will be officially opened at 2pm on Wednesday 1 April 2026 by Cllr 
Amanda Grimshaw, Mayor of Brighton & Hove. The event will include fun, 
inclusive sports activities, giving young people the chance to take ownership of 
the space and celebrate together. 
 
The MUGA stands as a lasting legacy to Councillor Mary Mears, whose vision, 
passion and commitment to young people were the inspiration behind the 
project. It reflects a shared belief in listening to young people and investing in 
safe, welcoming places where they can be active, connect with friends and feel 
part of their community. 
 
PARC and the Local Action Team (LAT) continue to support young people in 
Saltdean and Rottingdean by raising funds for the local youth club, which runs 
every Friday from 6.00–7.30pm at Saltdean Lido, with additional activities 
across the ward during the summer months. The club is delivered by the Trust 
for Developing Communities and led by a Senior Youth Worker, supported by 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering and helping to amplify young people’s voices 
is warmly encouraged to get in touch. 

Email For More Info 

 

 

mailto:cathytaylor57@hotmail.com


Lilo And Stitch Kids Print Craft Party 
Saltdean Lido 

1st April 
2pm - 3pm 

  

Join us this Easter holidays for a tropical-inspired creative celebration! Kids 
aged 7–13 will print their own tote bag with Lilo & Stitch stencils and taking 
home a colourful holiday keepsake. 
 
Every child gets a free goodie bag including: 

 
A small Lilo & Stitch T-shirt to customise 

 
Fun Lilo & Stitch stickers 

 
Iconic colouring sheets with favourite characters 
Workshop details: 

 
1st April | 2:00–3:00pm 

 
The Club Room, Saltdean Lido, Brighton 

 
£20 per person 
 
This fully supervised session is led by a qualified, DBS-checked teacher. 
Parents are welcome to stay or enjoy the café next door. 

Book Now!  
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Pre-Loved Market 
Saltdean Lido 

Sunday 5th April 
11:00 - 15:00 

  

Join us at the Lido for a lively day of bargain hunting, treasure spotting and 
proper old-fashioned rummaging. Expect a fantastic mix of sellers bringing 
along everything from vintage gems and bric-a-brac to homewares, toys, books, 
clothes, collectibles and plenty of unexpected finds. You never quite know what 
you’ll come across, and that’s all part of the fun! 
 
Set against the beautiful Art Deco backdrop of the Lido, it’s the perfect spot to 
wander at your own pace, chat with friendly stallholders, and maybe even try 
your hand at a bit of haggling. 
 
Whether you’re searching for something specific, furnishing on a budget, 
clearing out your own cupboards, or simply love the thrill of discovering a 
hidden bargain, there’s something here for everyone. 
 
Bring your reusable bags, grab a coffee, and settle in for a relaxed day of 
treasure hunting by the sea. 
 
Free entry. All welcome. 
 

 
Stall Holders Wanted 

 
To book a stall please send the following info to events@saltdeanlido.co.uk 

Your Name / Business name 
What you sell 

Contact email & Phone number 

Email Here  
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