FROM A BACHELOR'S DEGREE TO THE CALIFORNIA BAR

The non-ABA route

Marcus is a made-up example. He has a bachelor's degree in business and manages an office in
Fresno, California. He has no legal education and isn't a lawyer anywhere. He plans to stay in California,

works fulltime, and never takes the LSAT.

Abachelor's degree

START

Marcus'sis in business. No admissions test.
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Research, and compare the schools
YEAR 1 He reads California's rule and compares each school's bar
pass rate in Appendix D.
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You must pass the First-
Year Law Students' Exam
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Is the school California-accredited?
The State Bar's directory says which kind it is

after year one to go on.
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Study law online for four years
YEARS 1 Marcus picks Northwestern California University, an
TOS accredited school. New students start every month. Four
one-yearterms at $4,980 each, about 17 hours a week.
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FIRST 90 Register with the State Bar as alaw student
DAYS Required within 90 days of starting. $155.
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AFTER Takethe MPRE
YEAR o
ONE California wants a scaled score of 86.
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LAST Filethe moral character application
YEAR $900. It takes at least 180 days and is good for 36 months.
A\ J
, v \
Graduate, then sit the Californiabar exam
YEAR 5 o PP R .
Given in February and July.
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Sitthe nextexam

Did he pass? . ot E

. f s ut a second sittinginthe |

In February 2026, 3 of this school's 15 first-time plan and the budget from |
takers passed !

day one.

Admitted in California
FINISH About five years and about $20,000 in tuition. The degree
generally qualifies him for the California bar only.

Marcus is fictional. The rules, prices, and results are real, as the school and the State Bar of California posted them in
October 2026. Check each one before you rely on it.



