
FR O M  A  T E A C H I N G  D E G R E E  T O  T H E  D . C .  B A R

The UK route
Dana is a made-up example. She has a bachelor's degree in education and teaches middle school in
Maryland. She has no legal education and isn't a lawyer anywhere. She works full time and never takes
the LSAT.

Dana is fictional. The rules and prices are real, as posted in October 2026. D.C. moves to the NextGen bar exam in February
2028, so check which subjects it tests before you choose your 26 credits.

STA R T

YEA R  1

YEA R S 1
TO 3

YEA R  3

YEA R  4

YEA R  4

YEA R  5

F INISH

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

A bachelor's degree in any subject
Dana's is in education. No admissions test.

Email the D.C. Court of Appeals before
enrolling

She asks its Committee on Admissions whether the UK
degree she plans will count as a law degree.

Earn a UK law degree online, part time
A conversion master's takes a 2:2 degree in any subject. The

University of Law's cost £14,550 for 2026-27.

Email D.C. again, with her transcript
Does my law study reach the 83 credit hours D.C. looks for? If

not, what closes the gap? Which LL.M. courses count?

Does D.C. count it as a law degree?
About 83 credit hours of law study, or an evaluator's

certificate

Top it up to an LLB
Adds about a year. Then

she asks D.C. again.

Is she still a few credits short of the 83?

Make up the gap
Dana is six short. Any law

subject counts, so she
adds three two-credit

classes: two to her
LL.M., one at a cheaper

law school. D.C.
confirms each first.

Earn an LL.M. at an ABA law school
26 credits in bar exam subjects, all from an ABA school.

George Mason's Flex-LLM is 28 credits, one year full time,
online.

Take the MPRE and register for the bar exam
MPRE score of 75 ($185). Fees: $405 to apply, $150 for

software, $975 for the character report.

Sit the D.C. bar exam
Given in February and July.

Did she pass?
Sit the next exam

Five months later. Budget
for it before you start.

Admitted to the D.C. Bar
After a character and fitness review. About five years in all.

LSAT: never taken.


