Partners in Learning; Home, Play and Developmental Readiness.

The Big Idea
Children do not experience life in separate parts.

They experience:
home 
nursery 
relationships 
expectations as one connected experience.

When adults are aligned, children feel secure and learning deepens.

Why Partnership Matters
Research shows that parental engagement has a significant positive impact on children’s development, including learning, behaviour and wellbeing.  In fact, it can lead to around five additional months of progress over a year 

This makes partnership one of the most powerful influences on outcomes.

Key Message
Partnership does not mean pressure.
It means shared understanding.

What Effective Partnership Looks Like
Strong partnerships are built on:
clear, consistent communication 
mutual respect 
shared understanding of how children learn 
recognising that children live across home and setting 
Parents are not expected to teach.

But they do need to understand:
how learning happens 
what their child is working towards 
how to support this naturally 

The Missing Piece: Shared Next Steps
Without guidance, parents may unintentionally:
push too early 
focus on outcomes 
create pressure 

With shared understanding of next steps, children can:
consolidate learning 
build confidence 
develop motivation 

We protect joy while supporting development.




The Role of the Key Person
The Key Person is central to partnership.

They are:
the main point of connection 
the communicator 
the bridge between home and setting 

Strong relationships between families and educator’s support:
social development 
emotional wellbeing 
school readiness 

Settling-In: Where It Begins
Partnership starts from the very first interaction.
Settling-in is not just about the child, it is about the parent.

If the parent does not feel:
confident 
informed 
secure 
then the child cannot fully settle either.

When we settle parents well, we settle children faster.




Why This Matters for Development
Early relationships shape how children:
regulate emotions 
communicate 
build understanding 
Children’s brains develop through:
interaction 
repetition 
emotional security 

What happens at home matters just as much as what happens in your setting.

The “Two Worlds” Problem
When home and setting are not aligned, children experience:
different expectations 
different responses 
different language 
This creates fragmentation.
Children then use energy to adjust… instead of learning.

What Parents Need
Parents do not lack care.  They often lack clarity.

They need to understand:
how children learn 
what matters most 
how to support their child appropriately 

Your role is to provide that clarity.
Professional Relationships (Not Social Ones)
Working with parents does not mean becoming friends.
A professional relationship is:
respectful 
consistent 
has boundaries
purposeful 
Clarity builds trust.

Creating a Shared Approach
Strong settings do not leave partnership to chance.

They create clarity through:
consistent communication 
shared expectations 
clear processes 

This may include a Family Charter or Working with Parents Policy
(covered in a separate implementation guide)









One Connected Experience
Children thrive when their world feels connected.
When home and setting work together:
learning deepens 
behaviour improves 
wellbeing strengthens 

Tools that support shared communication can help, but the relationship is what matters most.

Reflection
Consider:
Where is partnership strong in your setting? 
Where is there misalignment? 
What do parents most need clarity about? 
Are your systems supporting relationships or limiting them? 

One Action
Choose one:
strengthen communication with one family 
review your settling-in approach 
clarify expectations with your team 
share next steps more clearly with parents 
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