Webinar 8 Follow-Up Checklist
The Whole Child in View: Turning Shared Knowledge into Learning
Young children do not separate their learning into ‘home learning’ and ‘setting learning’. They bring their experiences, routines, interests, language, relationships and emotions with them every day. When home and setting share what they know, practitioners can create richer, more meaningful learning opportunities.
Use this checklist with one child in mind.
1. What do we know from home?
☐ What has the family shared recently?
☐ Has the child been talking about something from home?
☐ Are there family routines, celebrations, changes or experiences we should know about?
☐ Are there interests showing at home that we have not yet noticed in the setting?
☐ Are grandparents, siblings or other carers part of the child’s learning story?
☐ Is there a home language, cultural practice or family experience we could reflect in provision?
☐ Is there anything happening at home that may affect the child’s confidence, well-being or readiness to engage?
Notes:
	

	

	



2. What do we notice in the setting?
☐ What does the child return to again and again?
☐ What do they choose when they have freedom to play?
☐ What language are they using?
☐ What are they trying to master?
☐ What do they watch, copy or repeat?
☐ What seems to fascinate them?
☐ What do they avoid or find difficult?
☐ What changes have we noticed recently?
Notes:
	

	

	





3. What learning could this open up?
Choose one piece of information from home or setting. For example:
“He has been talking about buses all weekend.”
“She helped make chapatis with Grandma.”
“He keeps hiding things in bags and boxes.”
“She has been asking about the moon.”
“He has a new baby at home.”
☐ What is the child showing us?
☐ Is this an interest, a repeated pattern, a question or an emerging skill?
☐ What language could we build?
☐ What play could we extend?
☐ What resources could we add?
☐ What book, song, story or conversation might support this?
☐ What could we offer next without taking over the child’s play?
Possible learning opportunity:
	

	

	





4. Which EYFS areas might connect?
You do not need to force every area into every moment. Start with what is genuinely visible.
☐ Personal, Social and Emotional Development
☐ Physical Development
☐ Communication and Language
☐ Literacy
☐ Mathematics
☐ Understanding the World
☐ Expressive Arts and Design
The strongest links I can see are:
	

	

	





5. Which Characteristics of Effective Learning might b visible?
Think about how the child is learning, not just what they are doing.
Playing and Exploring
☐ finding out and exploring
☐ using what they know in play
☐ being willing to have a go
Active Learning
☐ being involved and concentrating
☐ keeping on trying
☐ enjoying achieving what they set out to do
Creating and Thinking Critically
☐ having their own ideas
☐ making links
☐ choosing ways to do things
What I noticed about how the child learns:
	

	

	



6. How could the environment respond?
Shared knowledge should not just sit in a conversation. It can help shape provision.
☐ Could we add something to the home corner?
☐ Could we add books, songs or stories linked to the child’s interest?
☐ Could we add open-ended resources?
☐ Could we enrich outdoor play?
☐ Could we support a schema or repeated pattern of play?
☐ Could we make the environment reflect something familiar from the child’s life?
☐ Could this become a small enhancement to continuous provision?
One small change we could make:
	

	

	






7. Notice, Narrate, Nudge, Note, Next
Use this simple framework.
	Step
	My quick plan

	Notice
What is the child showing us?
	



	Narrate
What language could we put around the play?
	



	Nudge
What small extension could we offer?
	



	Note
What does this tell us about the child’s learning?
	



	Next
What might we offer, share or watch for next?
	







8. What could we share with the family?
A Learning Story, note or conversation should help parents understand the learning, not just the activity.
Instead of only saying: “They had a lovely time.”
Think about saying:
“Today we noticed...”
“This showed us...”
“They were practising...”
“They were beginning to...”
“You might notice this at home when...”
☐ What would help the family understand the learning?
☐ What ordinary home moment could support this?
☐ Can we suggest something simple, natural and pressure-free?
☐ Could the family share what they notice back with us?
What I could share with the family:
	

	

	

	



9. Leadership reflection
For room leaders, managers and owners:
☐ Are parent comments being used to support learning, or are they simply received and forgotten?
☐ Are Learning Stories helping parents understand how children learn?
☐ Are staff confident linking ordinary play to EYFS learning?
☐ Are home experiences reflected in provision?
☐ Is this happening consistently across rooms?
☐ Do staff know what is worth recording, what needs a small nudge, and what can simply be held in mind?
☐ Do your systems help practitioners capture and use what they know about children?
One leadership action to consider:
	

	

	


Final reflection
What do we know from home?
What do we know from nursery?
What could we build on?
What could we share with the family?
The whole child comes into view when adults share what they know and use that knowledge to support learning.
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